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McMaster has said he is pro-life and believes human life 
begins at conception. He issued an executive order that 
would end state funding for health clinics that perform 
abortions. The order requires federal approval and is 
currently tied up in litigation. He also believes absti-
nence-first education should be the official policy in all 
public schools in the state.

McMaster is pro-death penalty. He has supported passage 
of laws that would make it easier for the state to purchase 
drugs for lethal injection without revealing the company 
that provided them. 

McMaster does not support physician assisted suicide. 
He supports comprehensive palliative and hospice care 
for the dying. In May of 2018, he signed approval for the 
state’s first Palliative Care and Quality of Life Study Com-
mittee. 

A statement from McMaster’s campaign said that pro-
viding quality education for all requires structural and 
operational reforms including improving school choice by 
supporting a robust charter program, consolidating school 
districts to reduce costs, limiting duplication and putting 
more money into the classrooms. He also supports put-
ting a certified, trained law enforcement officer in every 
school.

Smith has said he is pro-choice and has argued against 
legislation that would restrict abortion access in South 
Carolina. In June, he was quoted in The State newspaper 
as saying: “Politicians have no place in the exam room and 
they have no business making deeply personal, medical 
decisions for a woman and her family. As governor, I will be 
a brick wall against any attempt to roll back the rights of 
women or restrict access to care in this state.”

The candidate chose to not state a formal position.

The candidate chose to not state a formal position.

Smith’s campaign has focused on improving public schools 
statewide. He has called for a 2 percent raise for teachers, 
with additional increases to meet or exceed the average 
teacher wage in the Southeast. Smith also wants to in-
crease the number of computer and technology courses in 
high schools, lower the cost of college tuition and improve 
funding for rural school districts by revisiting the educa-
tion funding formula. 
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McMaster has voted in the past to protect marshlands 
along the coast from illegal encroachment. In January, 
he formally opposed offshore drilling and seismic drilling 
along the South Carolina coast.

McMaster is against accepting federal money to expand 
Medicaid.  “I believe we can ensure greater access and 
affordability in the following ways: removing anti-free 
market mandates and regulations to allow for investment, 
expansion and ingenuity to lower health care costs for 
South Carolina families, encouraging healthier behaviors, 
and expanding access to telemedicine,” he stated. 

McMaster has asked legislators to strengthen laws to ban 
sanctuary cities in South Carolina. He said that “before 
cities and towns are eligible to receive your state tax dol-
lars, they must verify to South Carolina Law Enforcement 
Division (SLED) that they are complying with and enforcing 
state and federal immigration law.” 

According to a statement from the McMaster campaign, 
“the governor believes that marriage is appropriately 
defined by the South Carolina Constitution as a union 
between one man and one woman.”

Smith is against offshore drilling off the coast of South 
Carolina. He seeks to tighten rules regarding large with-
drawals of river water by mega-farms and wants to expand 
access to solar and wind energy statewide.  

Smith supports the expansion of Medicaid to give more 
working adults access to affordable health care. In a June 
interview with the Charleston Post and Courier, he said 
the state should “expand Medicaid with a plan focused on 
preventative care and more efficient, timely and affordable 
health care services.” In addition, Smith said he will work 
with medical universities to create a rural obstetrics and 
gynecology residency program to assist the 11 out of 46 
counties that do not have an OB/GYN. 

Smith has so far not made any definitive statements 
about immigration policy in the 2018 election cycle. In 
2008, Smith voted for a state immigration bill which re-
quired employers to verify employees’ immigration status, 
set penalties for hiring illegal workers and prohibited illegal 
immigrants from attending public universities in the state. 
In 2011, he voted against a bill that would require law en-
forcement to check the immigration status of individuals 
who had been arrested. 

In 2006, Smith voted against amending the South Carolina 
Constitution to define marriage as only between a man 
and a woman.

ELECTION DAY IS NOVEMBER 6.

YOUR VOTE COUNTS!
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