Take Action +
Legislative Update 4/18/17

We find ourselves in what we assume to be the last week of the General
Assembly session. At this time in the session bills have either been passed by
both houses, have died, or are being debated in conference committee. After
an initial public hearing, most of the work happens behind the scenes. Bills can
change in various ways during this period. It is important that we continue to
let our legislators know where our non-public schools stand on important
issues impacting our schools.

Legislative Update

HB 1003 - Student Assessment (Behning)

HB 1003 would replace ISTEP after June 30, 2018, with a new statewide
assessment program to be known as Indiana's Learning Evaluation
Assessment Readiness Network (ILEARN). HB 1003 would also return high
school assessments to an end of year assessment model. There continues to
be differences among the Senate, the House, and the IDOE on how to move
forward on the state assessment. There is some agreement on issues on
reducing testing time, more timely results, and more teacher usable results. In
addition, the IDOE has proposed the use of augmented use of PSAT and SAT
be used in lieu of ECA for federal and state accountability. A main issue for the
public system is whether test results should be used for teacher

evaluations. It is our opinion that a broad framework will be passed with
many of the details to be addressed later.

INPEA Stance: It is evident that the current ISTEP is not the best system to
provide Indiana valuable feedback on students’ achievement and learning, and
HB 1003 is making an attempt to make some needed changes. There will
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probably be lengthy floor discussions as the conference committee report is
voted on.

INPEA believes that if we prepare our students to think, to problem solve, and
to persevere (grit), they will do well on whatever assessment the state decides
on.

Current Status: Conference committee report being prepared.

HB 1382 - Charter schools (Behning)

HB 1382 is primarily a bill dealing with charter school provisions, but a non-
public school provision has made its way into the bill from the Senate. HB
1382 would require a Choice Scholarship eligible school to annually submit a
financial report to the IDOE.

INPEA Stance: INPEA is against requiring schools to submit a financial
report. We have concerns of a slippery slope, and the state then engaging in
how our schools budget and operate financially. We generally support
transparency, but to our primary stakeholders: parents and sponsoring
churches. It is important to understand we are NOT publicly funded institutions
(like public schools), but rather we accept students who are partially

publicly funded. Chairman Behning agrees with our stance and has committed
to taking that language out of HB 1382 in conference committee.

Current Status: Conference committee report being prepared.

HB 1384 - Various Education Matters (Behning)

HB 1384 has various pieces that affect non-public schools. The first piece
would allow the SBOE to accredit a non-public school that enters into a
contract with the SBOE to become a Freeway school at the time the non-public
school enters the contract. This would allow schools if approved by the State
Board to forgo the one year waiting period before being accredited. It is
intended to help new Choice school start-ups that are planning to serve a
predominately low income demographic get up and running.

The second piece HB 1384 would allow is for a Choice Scholarship school to
submit a request to the SBOE to waive or delay voucher consequences if it is
placed in the two lowest categories of designations of school improvement for
a particular school year. The school must have circumstances that merit a
review and demonstrate to the SBOE that the majority of students in the
school show evidence of academic improvement during the preceding school
year.

HB 1384 would also allow the SBOE to calculate mobility rates for schools and
change the graduation rate percentage if a student did not attend a school for
90% of the school year.

INPEA Stance: INPEA supports this bill.

Current Status: Conference committee report being prepared.
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