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LEO CONVENTION—2016

We need your help!
Attention Statewide Lions and Clubs
$$ Funds are needed to help defray cost of Leo Event $$
Last year the Leos participated in a
“Stop Hunger Now” service project—
packaging over 10,000 meals for worldwide hunger relief. (photos show 2015
event)
This year Leos will be packing food boxes for Harvest Hope Food Bank as their
service project. We need help with
funds to purchase the food box supplies.
This food will be used locally!
How can YOUR club help?
We are asking every club to consider a
donation of $50, $100 or more to help
defray costs of the Leo event. Also,
individual Lions are welcomed to donate
as well. As you can see from last year
photos, there were many lions on hand
to assist and cheer on these great Leos. And Lions can participate in the informative sessions during the day.
This is our opportunity to support Youth and Hunger—two of the international initiatives. We need to raise at least
$3000—and every extra dollar means more food! Please consider support. Contact Lion Bob Cox for questions,
rjcoxii@live.com or (803) 397-8678.
THANK YOU!
All donations are needed by February 27th and should be mailed to:
Lion Randy Thomas
MD32 Secretary-Treasurer
520 Semillon Lane
Moore, SC 29369

CHALLENGE TO CHANGE
Greetings Fellow Lions. Most of us don’t like change including me but change is
fact of life. On August 22, 2015, the Council of Governors after much discussion,
voted unanimously to redistrict into two districts to be voted on at the 2016 MD
Convention in Columbia. If the plan is passed and approved by the Lions Club
Board of Directors, it will take effect July 1, 2018. The effective date was
changed to 2018 to allow the current 2nd Vice District Governors to serve their
term as District Governors for 2017- 2018. Districts 32A and D will be combined
with 70 clubs and 1,986 members. Districts 32B and C will be combined with 72
clubs and 1,696 members. Our membership has declined from 4,507 in July of
2010 to 3,682 thru January of 2016….a decline of 825 member or over 18%. At
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this rate, we will have 3,000± Lions in the State within 5 years. Only one district,
32D has a positive membership for this Lions Year.
Our districts our becoming too small to operate efficiently and it is becoming
more and more difficult to recruit leadership whether is on a committee level,
Region/Zone level or District Governor level. Redistricting will provide more resources for each District and place more emphasis on teams and team leadership. Most importantly, it will not impact service to our communities. The needs

of our communities will continue to grow and we need to be prepared to answer those needs. Remember “Where
there’s a need, there’s a Lion.”
Members joined Lions to serve their communities, enjoy fellowship with their Club members and because someone
asked them! For most Lions, our identity as Lions is not tied to our District. South Carolina started out almost 100 years
ago as a single district and grew to four districts due to an increase in membership. Redistricting will not help membership. The only way to increase our membership is by “Ask One” and “Keep One.” Membership is every Lions responsibility and begins on the Club level. Our most successful clubs have answered the challenge to change by adapting to
changes in our society including work and family responsibilities and changes in technology. We can view redistricting
as another challenge to change and meet the needs of our communities as we count down toward 100 years of service.
More change is inevitable with the departure of PDG Gregg Turner after 15 years as the President and CEO of SCLCS and
SCLF. Thanks to PDG Gregg for a job well done and we wish him continued success as he reenters the private sector.
Lion Winn Fitzgerald has been named Operations Manager and Lion Kathy Livingston has been named Donor Relations
Manager. Lions Steve Berch and Andy Pape will continue to man the mobile screening unit. Please remember this is our
charity and we need to support it as the need for our services increases every year.
We have two district conventions in February, 32C and 32D with the rescheduled 32A convention on March 4th and
5th. Make plans for the MD 32 Convention which will be held in Columbia at the Double Tree Hotel on April 22nd and
23rd. Thursday is a travel day with events being held on Friday and Saturday. We are fortunate to have 1st Vice President Bob Corlew and his wife, Lion Dianne from Tennessee as our guests. Certified delegates will be voting on the redistricting proposal at the MD 32 business meeting.
Yours in Lionism,
CC Charlene

Fellow Lions of South Carolina,
We want to keep you informed about what is occurring at your charity, SCLCS/SCLF. This is a
reprint of two previous announcements.
It is with regret we inform you that PDG Gregg Turner, President and Chief Executive Officer
of both South Carolina Lions Charitable Services and South Carolina Lions Foundation, tendered his resignation effective January 31, 2016. Gregg has invested 15 years striving to
provide the best in health services to the less fortunate in our state. His dedication has been
unfaltering. Working with an ever changing Board composition and a diverse membership
organization such as ours is akin to walking on a tightrope with no balancing pole. Gregg has
been extremely skilled at it and we are thankful for his guidance and the many accomplishments that have been made during his tenure. We will miss him sorely.
We are sure you join us in wishing him the best of everything in his new endeavor and in
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looking forward to working with him as a “regular” Lion in the future.
As early as last August the Board was informed of a potential shortage in funds caused by a continuing decline in support from the
Lions and a vacancy in the Development Director’s position. At that time a new, very experienced Development Director was hired
with the expectation she would hit the ground running. We also anticipated, as we do every year, that October through December
would see our largest donations from the Lions, especially due to the scheduled Candy Day activities. Both of those expectations
were not met.
We could not have predicted that South Carolina’s catastrophic floods began on that exact weekend. Many projects were cancelled
and Lions clubs did what they do best, came to the assistance of their fellow South Carolinians in need of services. Unfortunately the
lack of our usual Lions funding was a serious blow to our financial position. At our November Board meeting we discussed that a reduction in staff would need to occur by the end of January, 2016 if donations did not improve and that is indeed the situation.
On January 19, 2016, the position of Development Director was eliminated and Leslie Lee was released from employment. She and
Gregg were our two highest paid employees. This is a significant savings per month beginning in March, 2016. Until our fiscal health
improves, we are making the following additional and interim changes:
Winn Fitzgerald has been named Operations Manager and will be in charge of managing the office, programs and personnel.
Kathy Livingston has been named Donor Relations Manager and all questions and leads related to donations should be directed to her.
All eye surgeries have been placed on hold until and unless funds are in hand to pay for them. Please note that any club
sponsored requests will receive first priority, so please contact us via your club instead of having the client call direct.
The mobile screening unit will operate as usual given that the program is funded by a grant from the state.
The Operations Manager, both Chairs and the Treasurer will be closely reviewing our financial position.
Other cost saving measures will be reviewed and implemented as necessary to meet our cash flow realities.
Continued Next Page

Some Lions will remember that this is not the first time the organization has laid off employees due to a tough financial situation. This
occurred in 2008/2009. We tightened our belts and recovered then, just as we will recover now.
As times change, so must all organizations. We anticipate that SCLF/SCLCS will undergo multiple changes in the next year as we reorganize ourselves to reflect the coming redistricting of MD32. It is the perfect time to also reassess and streamline our corporate structure and
that has already begun.
We ask that each South Carolina Lion remember that SCLCS is a charity created by the Lions of MD32. It will not continue to exist without
the monetary support of each of you.
PCC Paul Hinson, SCLCS Chairman
Lion Diane P’Pool, SCLF Chairman

Will You Consider a Gift?
February is upon us and I like to think of it as a happy month. After all, it’s much shorter than January which really has 95 days even
though the calendar tricks us into thinking it has only 31. February is also the month of love and romance, so remember your special
someones on Valentine’s Day! President’s Day falls on the 15th, so that makes for a long weekend, yay! We also finish up the MD32 District Conventions in February. Always a good time to see old friends, make new ones and exchange ideas about Lionism. The days are
getting longer and we are counting down to spring. I can see the azaleas blooming in my mind right now. Doesn’t all that make February
wonderful?
But the BEST thing about February is that it’s my birthday! I’m sure you have all been wondering what to give me for a birthday gift, so
I’m going to give you a list of things I want:
I want you to become a Sustaining Member by making a personal donation of $50 or more to SCLF.
I want every club to run a project specifically to raise funds for SCLF.
I want you to check your business to see if they offer to match funds you donate to a non-profit and let us know.
I want you to think of us as you plan your will.
I want you to give any donor leads to Kathy Livingston.
I WANT YOU TO THINK OF US AS YOUR CHARITY BECAUSE WE ARE!
Let’s make February a great month of giving to SCLF!
Ps…thanks in advance for all my gifts!
Diane P’Pool, SCLF Chairman

URGENT REMINDER
The deadline for Club Contributions to be remitted to the South Carolina Lions Foundation (SCLF) for consideration in the per member and
largest club contribution awards is

March 31st
In order for you to receive your Sustaining Member Pins at the State Convention, contributions must be remitted by

March 31st
Please help your charity reach its budget by sending your contributions today!

Opportunities!

What a great convention! OOPS! Wait. There wasn't a convention. There
was a Snow Storm.
The 32 A District Convention is rescheduled for March 4-5 at the Spartanburg
Marriott. The music will start at 7pm on Friday evening. All activities will be
the same as planned. If you had registered you do not need to register
again. If you are unable to come please let Lion David Holmes know and we
will refund your money.
Edwina Otto
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On the other hand if you were not able to attend before, but can attend March 4
-5 please register. Registration forms have been sent again to Presidents and
Secretaries.

As we enter the second half of the year it is time to get our Lions donations
sent in. We have a responsibility as part of Lions International to support the
organizations that bear that Lions Logo. This includes Leader Dog, Storm Eye,
SCLCS/SCLCF, Camp Lions Den,and LCI. We have at least 2 Leader Dogs in
our district. Leader Dogs currently cost approximately $40,000 each from conception to being a Leader Dog. LCI
provided 2 $10,000 emergency grants to District C and D here in South Carolina during the great flood last fall. We
need to support the organizations that also support our communities. There are speakers available from each of
these organizations that would love to come to your meeting to share information about the great work they do.
It is also time for your club nominating committee to get officers lined up for April/May elections. Officers training
will be held in late May. This is an opportunity to hear how other clubs run their meeting, have fun, as well as use
the time efficiently. Secretaries can learn how to submit activity reports on line. The reports are vital to show Lions
International the great thing we do in our communities.
Officer training is a time for our new officers to get excited about their upcoming year and hear hints of DG-E Wes's
goals and theme for 2016-17
Thank you to the Salam Lions for taking my challenge for one new Hands on Service Project. Great job!
I look forward to seeing each of you at the 32 A District Convention March 4-5
A TEAM----WE SERVE
DG Edwina

Convention season is here. The 32B Mid-Winter Convention was a big success. There
are many Lions I need to recognize for this accomplishment. The Convention Chair
PDG Jim Palmer provided a great venue and coordinated the event in fine fashion.
We all know this would not have been possible without the assistance and hard work
of his wonderful spouse Lion Pat Harvey-Palmer. They both proved to be lifesavers
during the convention. Cabinet Secretary Lion Ned Shows provided all the paperwork
necessary and kept me on track. I would like to send a thank you to these Lions.
The person whom I need to thank the most though is 1VDG Pat Friday. Early on in
the planning stages she guided me through what I needed to get done and in many
cases stepped up and completed a number of tasks I should have. Lion Pat set agendas, checked on protocol, encouraged attendance and tracked it, she handled communications and was pardon the pun; a real gal Friday. I cannot thank her enough or
express how fortunate District 32B is to have her as incoming District Governor.
We had a good number of Lions present for the cabinet meeting and banquet. ID
Don Shove presented some very good information on proposed redistricting and PID
Gene Spiess also gave some good insight into the process. ID Shove delivered an inspiring talk at the banquet and I truly hope those in attendance will share what we
learned with our fellow Lions.
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I would also like to thank CC Charlene Frye and my fellow District Governors for their
attendance and support during the convention. A number of other Lions throughout
the district provided their services at events, during the banquet and assisting with
our guest and his spouse. Without the hard work of all involved the convention would not have been the success it
was.
Now for quite possibly the most important thank you of all, you, the POL (Plain ‘Ole Lions) are the ones deserving the
praise. Everyone in attendance, Lions and others that provided items for the silent auction, everyone who helped
spread the word, all are important to not only events like this, but to the success of Lions meeting our mission goals.
Thank You all.
Next big event is the MD32 Convention is April 15-17, in Columbia. This is where every Lion in the district needs to be
this year. We have an important vote scheduled in addition to many valuable information and training sessions
planned. I especially would like to see our newer members in attendance so they can see the bigger picture of how our
organization works. Now is the time to make your reservations and plans to attend.
Keep in mind the Centennial celebration in Chicago is only 18 months away. This would be a terrific time to make plans
to have a large South Carolina delegation present in Chicago. This is a great chance for those who have attended an
international convention in the past to partner with a first time attendee and share with them the excitement of a Lions
International Convention.
Hope to see all of you at the state convention in April
DG Morris

Hello Fellow Lions
All District Governors are making their final preparations for their respective MidWinter Conventions. We are trying to make your conventions interesting and fun to
attend with good breakout sessions, good food and fellowship and a great venue. We
hope we will see many new faces at these conventions and that you will all be
pleased.
If you have never attended a convention, please try to come to one and test the water. You may find that you and your spouse/friend will enjoy the fun and meet and
make many new friends.
We are still searching for a second vice district governor to step forward for next year
in our district. If you have been contemplating that step up, please let I or FVDG Bonnie Stephenson or 2VDG Cathy Morse know. We can fill you in on the details.
Make it a point to ask someone to join you at your next Lions Club meeting or Service
Project.
Let’s all roar for Lions and the Carolina Panthers.
DG Bob

ALERT Chairperson Recognized

Past District Governor
George O"Neill, left, is presented a special citation
from Past President Lion
Nils Regnell for serving as
ALERT Program Chairman
for District 32C, Lions International. The ALERT program funnels Lion funding
to individuals who have
suffered disaster. PDG
George has chaired this program for several years.
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Dr. Franklin Mason and Melvin Jones Fellowships
Myrtle Beach Lions recently honored five members with Dr. Franklin Mason and Melvin Jones Fellowships. The members were
recognized for dedicated humanitarian service to and for Lionism.

Lion Sheerie Neely, Dr. Franklin Mason Fellow

Lion Thomas Nelson, Dr. Franklin Mason Fellow

Lion Charles Smith, Dr. Franklin Mason Fellow

Lions Mike Stonefield & Jim Wood, Melvin Jones Fellow

Walmart Grant
Sumter Lions Club President Earl receives
grant check from Walmart Store Manager as
Lion Bob Young looks on.

What can one person do?
Recently at a Lions Club meeting, a member was talking about community service. The member asked me, “What difference can I make? I am just one member and often do not get much support from the other members.” It can be discouraging or frustrating when a member feels like the “Lone Ranger” facing community service projects or fund raisers. However, it is important not to underestimate the impact of one person.
If we look back through history, we can see examples of how important one person’s vote was in deciding a critical issue, how one person made the difference in
the outcome of a significant battle, and how one person’s vote decided a certain
election. To paraphrase former President Ronald Reagan, “There is no limit to
what a person can do or where a person can go if he/she doesn’t mind who gets
the credit.”
One Lion with a passion can do much to ignite a club, as one match can ignite a
bonfire that can benefit a large group of people. The passion and enthusiasm of
one member can be so contagious that much can be accomplished through the
initiative of that person. Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “Nothing great was ever
achieved without enthusiasm.” Consider the beginning of Lions Clubs International, one person enthusiastic about serving others – serving his community – nearly
one hundred years ago.

Rev. David Dority

District Governor 32-D
2015-2016
504 Marietta Drive
Greenwood, SC 29646
H: 843-229-6817
ddority1950@yahoo.com

What can one person do? One Lion can get up each day for his daily walk along a
three mile stretch of highway in front of his house. That Lion can pick up the litter
as he walks to make his community cleaner and more pleasant for the residents. Before long, one of his neighbors
comments on the good job, and he decides to clean one mile on his end of the road. After a while, the neighbor on
the other end does the same. What was started by one Lion, has become a community service involving others.
What can one person do? One Lion goes to a grade school and reads to the children. He believes in the Reading
Action Program. The children enjoy hearing him read and look forward to his regular attendance. Other classes invite him to read. The children’s lives are touched by a Lion that cares about them and gives his time to them. However, it does not stop there. This Lion invites other Lions to come with him, so they can observe and take on classes
and enjoy the rewards of letting young people know Lions care about the youth in our communities.
What can one person do? One Lion takes the time to learn how to perform vision screening. That individual Lion
works with school children and sees how important it is to test their vision. Before long he invites others to learn and
perform testing. In a short time, a group of Lions are regularly screening children and identifying eye problems that
can be corrected, and even helping some children by detecting serious problems early enough to prevent blindness.
What can one person do? One Lion is aware that many people in our world are dying from hunger. That Lion
chooses to give up certain personal expenses to set aside money for the World Hunger Fund each month. Being
aware of families in his community that are unable to buy their necessary groceries for whatever reason, he chooses
to donate food goods to the local food bank. His club is challenged by the example, and more Lions become involved – and more people benefit. With enough enthusiasm, it could even spread to their zone or region.
These are actual examples within our district. These are just a few examples, but they touch upon the four areas of
our Centennial Challenge – Environment, Youth, Vision, and Hunger. One person can make a difference – within a
club – within a community – and within the world.
DG David

Mayor Takes Part in Vision Screenings
Serving the community through vision screenings has become second
nature to the Blythewood Lions Club.
Having finally connected with the
Schools in Richland District II in September, the vision screenings have
been a regular part of each week.
Recently Mayor Mike Ross popped
in to the screenings at an elementary
school to the delight of the third
graders being screened. The Mayor
emphasized the importance of good
vision and told the students about his
eye problems which led to lens implants in his adult life.
School nurses have been ecstatic
with the help and our club envisions
even more requests for the next
school year. Has your club ventured into the SPOT camera screenings? If not, I highly encourage you to partner with a fellow club
and begin screenings in your area. The vision screenings not
only provide a clearing house for students needing further vision
assistance; but huge visibility for lions in your community. AND
each lion gains a great sense of accomplishment from knowing
that they have made a difference in these children’s future.

Photo Top: PDG Barbara Beckham uses SPOT camera to
screen Mayor Mike Ross at a Blythewood area elementary
school.

Photo Right: Lion Mattie Branham handles paperwork for
screenings while Lion Elizabeth Boney hands out stickers for
each child.

Southeast Lions Leadership Institute to be held in Florida

Attention: Lions who wish to build their leadership skills to serve at the Club and District level.
SELLI (Southeast Lions Leadership Institute ) will
be held in Florida, April 7-10. For detail information and how to sign up, check out the website: http://selli2016.com. Please contact PCC
Joe Pitts, joepitts6@msn.com , if you have any
questions.

MD32 Facebook Page
If you a Face Book user, please check out the MD 32 FB site linked below. Please encourage your club members to look at the site and
“friend” us. The more the merrier.
A special thanks to 1VDG Paul Dove for keeping us informed.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/www.sclions.org/

