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2016 YOUTH EXCHANGE PROGRAM THANKS YOU
DISTRICT AND CLUB NEWS
We want to have every club represented at some point throughout
the Lions year. Please send pictures and short articles about service projects, legacy projects, special awards and any other inter-

esting functions your club has
done to your District Representative found on the last page
Keep scrolling to read all District and

The 2016 Youth Exchange program is now mostly history. What a great experience it was for our students, host families, chaperones and all the other lions that helped in so many ways. Our program began on July 9 th and ended
on August 6th. This could not have happened without the hard work of a number of dedicated lions. In particular, thanks to Lion Carol and Charlie Mosser,
Lion PDG Ned and Nancy Shows, Lion PCC Joe and Shirley Lark and daughter
Renee Pierce, Lion Linda and Bill Haslett and the list goes on. Thanks to PID
Gene and Rita Spiess and the Spartanburg Lions, Charles and Dede Jones and
the Berea Lions, the Inman Lions, and special thanks to PDG Jim and Hollie
Starnes and who loan us a 15 passenger van and trailer each year along with
hosting a pool party. Thanks to Lions Barbara and Dale Watts who do so much
for our program when they not only set up and host a gathering for the exchange students but also set up host families for our overnight stay in Tega
Cay. Thanks to DG Bonnie Stephenson, PID Dr. Franklin Mason, and the Mullins Club for all they do to make our trip from Tega Cay to Myrtle Beach an
enjoyable experience. Thanks to both the North Myrtle Beach lions and the
Myrtle Beach lions who host us by providing meals and fellowship. Thanks to
the Georgetown lions for a nice breakfast and fellowship as we left District 32C on our way to Charleston. Thanks to the Charleston Lions club, the Summerville Noon Lions club, the Summerville Evening Lions club and the Moncks
Corner lions who so graciously fed us, provide fellowship and activities while
we are in the Charleston area.
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A special thank you goes out to the Storm Eye Institute for their teaching tour and a meal. Special thanks
to Charleston Southern University for allowing us to spend three nights with them. We thank the Batesburg-Leesville lions for a nice dinner and fellowship as we enter the last three days of our touring camp
experience. Thanks to Lions Carol and Charlie Mosser along with Lion Shirley Ballard for the luncheon at
the Governor’s Mansion compound and we thank PCC Paul and Tara Hinson for hosting a pool and taco
party at their home. We thank the West Columbia-Cayce lions for the nice lunch at the zoo and the Columbia North East lions for inviting us to sup with them at their meeting. A special thanks to the W.P
Rawls Farm for a tour and meal. We thank the Blythewood Lions and The Columbia NE lions for hosting
our good-bye party.
None of the thanks I have given would have been possible were it not for several things: the host families
who accepted our students into their homes and lives. They were Lions Frank and Dona Van Leer, Lions
Gene and Carolyn Clemens, Lions Bill and Linda Haslett, Lions Betsy and Nathan Barber, Lions Sandy and
PDG Joyce Haskell, Lions DG Paul and Bobbie Dove, Lions PDG George and Joanna Roberts and Lion Earl
Thomas. When you see them, thank them for what they do for lionism, the Youth Exchange and for me.
Without host families there is no Youth Exchange. Would you like to be a host family? It’s easy, pick up
the phone and call me. You should understand that without all the lions in South Carolina, who do so
much for their communities, programs like the Youth Exchange would be very sad indeed. I thank all of
you very, very much. Our chaperones for the touring camp were Lion Ned Shows, Lion Linda Haslett, Lion
Barbara Nelson, myself and Kristin. Thanks to all of the chaperones for the special way you served, which
made this program such a huge success.
In Service and Friendship,
Lion Jim Varn

This year we hosted sixteen students from fourteen different countries.
They are: from Austria – Magdalena; Belgium – Benjamin; Denmark – Frederik; Denmark – Elisabeth; England – Alexander; England – Jack; Finland – Venla; France – Wendar; Germany – Christopher; Hungary –
Dalma; Israel – Galia; Italy – Valeria; Mongolia – Badasuren; Netherlands – Shanaya; Poland – Zuzanna;
and Turkey – Yigit.
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PICTURES FROM HOST FAMILIES

Host Lions Frank and Dona Van Leer (RHLW Lions
Club), Alex Day (England). Elisabeth Stig-Meyer
(Denmark), Hannah Parker (RH/LW Lions Youth
Exchange student scholarship winner for 2017) Youth
Exchange Director Lion Jim Varn.

Elisabeth Stig-Meyer and Alex Day volunteering at
RideAbility for challenged individuals

Trip to the Schiele Museum with Lion Frank

DG Paul and Lion Bobby Dove (Winnsboro Lions
8 youth exchange students and Hannah
from Clover who won the River Hills/Lake
Wylie scholarship to attend Youth Exchange
next year as a US student going abroad

Club), hosted Benjamin (Belgium) and Arthur
(France). We spent one night at Ocean Drive Beach

DG Paul knows if you put a teenager on a tractor, you can

where we ate seafood or hamburger or steak and

sit back for two weeks. Benjamin and Arthur were in

shot pool and walked on the beach. First time they

heaven.

had touched Atlantic from their west side (east to us
of course) or seen sun rise over the Atlantic! Great
young men. We miss them bunches

I can't explain how wonderful the experience was with the exchange students this summer. We had so much fun doing things with them and having them stay
with us. hanks you so much again for this opportunity. Thanks, Lion Betsy Barber (Midland Valley Lions Club)
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OUR TOUR OF SOUTH CAROLINA IN PHOTOS
Our students this year were very special indeed. Simply, the best ever. I am going to give you a brief look at our
touring camp through some photos:
July 24th: White water rafting
July 25th: Lake Jocasse, Berea
Lions Club and Party at PDG Jim
Starnes Home
July 26th: Carowinds and overnight at the Watts
July 27th: Mullins and on to Myrtle
Beach
July 28th: Lunch with N Myrtle
Beach Lions and beach time
July 29th: A lunch on our own and
Dinner with the Myrtle Beach Lions

July 30th: Breakfast with
Georgetown Lions, Birds of Prey,
and Dinner with Goose Creek Lions
July 31st: Magnolia Plantation and
Moncks Corner Lions
August 1: Horse Carriage tour of
Charleston, Lunch with Summerville Lions Noon Club and dinner
with the Summerville Evening
Club.
August 2nd. Tour the Storm Eye
Institute shopping and Batesburg
Lions club.
August 3rd: Governor’s Mansion,
State House and pool party at Paul
and Tara Hinson’s home

August 4th: Riverbanks Zoo, bowling, and Columbia NE Lions Club
for dinner
August 5th: WP Rawls farms and
wash clothes and farewell get together.
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A year of planning and four weeks of doing and then it all comes to an end—see next page
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Youth Exchange Closing Ceremonies
August 5th came too soon for some as the annual SC Lions
Youth Exchange Camp held its final event. Blythewood and
Columbia Northeast Lions hosted the closing ceremonies at
Forest Lake Presbyterian Church. The exchange students enjoyed time with local lions and district officials as they ate and
reminisced about the 4 weeks in South Carolina. Each student
spoke and told the audience what they enjoyed most -- which
most times is the South Carolina Beaches.
At the end the group joined PDG Jim Varn for a group hug. It
was obvious that none wanted to let go and head home, but
all left their separate way with host families to enjoy their last
night in SC, and then fly home on Saturday. Thanks to all the
Lions who hosted the group, accompanied them to local attractions, and help feed them as they traveled to
each area of the state. Great job Lions!
By PDG Barbara Beckham

As you can see, our students had a great experience, a lot of fun and learned many things about South Carolina. What more could you ask for?
In Service and Friendship,
Lion Jim Varn

5

If you have responded to the Lions Vision Services Sustaining Membership
funding needs, we thank you. If not, please consider doing so right now. If
you have never contributed to Sustaining Membership, please consider doing
so this year. Consider a fundraiser for your club to support Lions Vision Services. We are scheduling eye surgeries now and have requests for Hearing
Aids. We can only address these needs with the monies we have available.
Your help is needed now.
We have started Vision and Hearing screenings for the new year. Please call
to schedule the screenings at your location as soon as possible before the
schedule fills up. The Truck and Screening Unit are now obsolete because
technology (Portable Pediatric Camera and Portable Hearing Unit) does not
require the larger units. We have moved to less expensive transportation in
order to reduce travel cost. If you are aware of someone that can use the
truck and screening van, have them call for details. All proceeds will go back
into the Lions Vision Services to serve the underserved in the state.
Lions Vision Services can provide eye health services at reduced or no cost.
This remains our primary focus. Hearing health services will be provided but
at a lower priority level. Staying true to our primary health services objectives, we serve vision health care in South Carolina.

Tom Gordon

Chairperson, SCLF
2016-2017
355 Plantation Drive
Greenwood, SC 29649
864-223-8246

The Board is committed to work for your support in the new year. The Sustaining Member program is absolutely critical. Our goal is to get 50% contributions from the Lions of South Carolina over the next three years. Currently only 10% of our membership contributes to Sustaining Member program. Please do your part. Each
Board member will be happy to come to your club to outline our needs and opportunities for you to contribute
to Lion’s service in South Carolina. Sight preservation is up to us for the citizens of South Carolina with vision
needs. The opportunity to give comes in multiple forms and we will be eager to outline those opportunities.
Call a Board Member or Director Winn Fitzgerald for more information at (866)325-4667.
Tom Gordon , Chairperson SCLF
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Candy will be in by September 15 .
Quantities are limited so get your
orders in today!

Lions Vision Serves a SC
Charity Facebook Page
If you a Face Book user, please check
out the SC Lions Vision Services site
linked below. Please encourage your
club members to look at the site and
“friend” us. The more the merrier.
https://www.facebook.com/
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Annette Hart
Multiple District 32
Council Chairperson 2016-2017
LIONS HAVING ADVENTURES
While I was thinking about this article it occurred to me that time continues to click on by. Regardless of what our problems are or how busy
we are, we have now had two months to travel the road of leadership.
We have forged ahead with dedication, determination and the desire to
make this year one that won't be forgotten. There has been 1 full Council meeting, 4 cabinet meetings, and zone and region meetings. Two
new clubs are being chartered, numerous new members inducted and
every governor has put many miles on their cars and had many late
nights from all the club visits. There has also been new training by our
leadership team. So by now you should all be familiar with your leaders. We must see this as new and exciting adventures. If you aren't on
the bus, get on! It's fun and so rewarding. Unfortunately we have lost
several good dedicated lions. I ask that you keep these families in your
prayers as they continue their life without these loved ones.
Annette Hart

In September you will be having another new adventure; The Forum in
Omaha Nebraska. I hope many S.C. Lions are planning on making the
trip. It will be worth your while. You will not only learn you will meet
new lions from all over the world. You will come home motivated with a
burning desire to try out some of these new things you heard about.

Council Chairperson
2016-2017
125 Briggs St.
N. Augusta, SC 29841
H: 803-278-0347
C: 706-836-1424
annettehart74@gmail.com

Governor Pat Friday and I had a great new adventure this month. We
along with PCC Bill Finley and Lion Lou Ann had the wonderful opportunity to be invited to a ribbon cutting. It
was held in Ridgeland, SC and was for a free eye clinic. All are volunteers and Lion Dr. Kondor from the Hilton
Head Club is giving his time and service for free. This is what four clubs working together can do. It was an
exciting event and we were proud to be a part of it.
We had another exciting exchange club program this year. As always Jim Varn & Ned Shows pulled it together with the help of the wonderful lions in the Multi District.
Lions I leave you with these requests:
1) Please recruit new members
2) Please train new members
3) Please remember to donate to Lions Vision Services of SC. (FORMERLY known as SCLCSF)
4) Most important of all, take time to love one another and remember - We Serve because we love.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT ALWAYS
CC Annette Hart
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A MESSAGE FROM DIANE PITTS,
MULTIPLE DISTRICT 32 CENTENNIAL CHAIRPERSON
It’s a great time to be a Lion! Celebrating our illustrious past and creating a vision for a
far-reaching future! A Centennial celebration is a true watershed event!
It is so exciting to hear the plans of Lions around South Carolina to leave a legacy for the
future Lions to bear witness to what has been accomplished in the first 100 years of service. The Lions Centennial Legacy Scrapbook for the South Carolina Lions has begun to
add pages. The newest legacy project being dedicated is furniture in the Children’s
Room at the Mullins Public Library. The Mullins Lions are scheduling the dedication, securing a newspaper reporter, and are borrowing the large Lions banners. [The is a great
opportunity to publicize our clubs and our mission of service. Email joepitts6@msn.com
to schedule banners for your local Lions event.]

This week I also received an article detailing the dedication of the Eye Clinic by the Beaufort, Hilton Head, Hardeeville, and Sun City/Okatie Lions. This is a wonderful example of
teamwork to accomplish a larger goal.
Many of you who attended the first Cabinet Meeting heard about the opportunity to
contribute to a statewide Centennial Legacy Project at the South Carolina School for the
Deaf and the Blind. Every county in South Carolina has students who are served by this
very special school. For a program on this project, email Ann Akerman of the Walker
Foundation (aakerman@scsdb.org).
Remember to take pictures and share your projects with us all. If you need a scrapbook
page(s), contact PCC Dianne at joepitts6@msn.com. The banners, scrapbook, and supplies have been purchased with Multiple District Centennial funds. Documentation of
these Centennial projects will be preserved for future Lions to see.
How will your club celebrate? [www.lions100.org]
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ALERT MINUTE from MARY LOUISE RESCH, MSEd, SCGS
District 32D Alert Chair
Get the National Preparedness Month Social Media Toolkit

Get ready for National Preparedness Month (NPM) with the 2016 NPM Social Media Toolkit!
The toolkit has emergency preparedness messages you can share on your social media channels
to spread the word to colleagues, family, and friends throughout the month of September and
beyond! Feel free to copy the messages directly or customize them. Find graphics, videos, and
other resources you can use to promote preparedness. This is great information to share with
your Lions Club or the local community as a whole.
The 2016 NPM theme is “Don’t Wait, Communicate: Make Your Emergency Plan Today.” Each
week of the month has a specific focus highlighting ways to get prepared and leads up to National PrepareAthon! Day on September 30.
Week
Week
Week
Week
Week

1 (August 28-September 3): Promote National Preparedness Month
2 (September 4-10): Preparing Family and Friends
3 (September 11-17): Preparing Through Service
4 (September 18-24): Individual Preparedness
5 (September 25-30): Lead-up to National PrepareAthon! Day

Don’t Wait. Get the NPM Social Media Toolkit today!
Also, be sure to check out the Ready Campaign’s 2016 Seasonal Preparedness Messaging Calendar to find other toolkits, including the Children and Youth Preparedness Social Media Toolkit, to
share with your networks.
Have a great Lions day and ROAR!!!!!!!
Lion ml, District 32-D ALERT Chair

MARY LOUISE RESCH, MSEd, SCGS
Government Relations and Grants Manager
Harvest Hope Food Bank
P.O. Box 451

Columbia, SC 29201
Office: 803.254.4432 ext. 1114
Cell: 803.361.2731

D32 Facebook Page
If you a Face Book user, please check out the MD 32 FB site linked below. Please encourage your club members to look at the site and “friend” us. The more the merrier.
A special thanks to 1VDG Paul Dove for keeping us informed.
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MESSAGE FROM DISTRICT 32-A GOVERNOR WES CORROTHERS
August was a busy month of highs and lows!
First, allow me to update you on the health of our District. Many of you are
already aware of the auto accident that put both PDG Eddie and Lion Sue
Moncrief (Inman) in the hospital last month. After two surgeries for Eddie
and rehab treatments for Sue, they both are healing well. Their spirits were
bolstered by the great outpouring of prayers, cards, and calls from Lions
throughout the state. Your continued prayers along with time for them to
rest, are what they need now.
This year, PDG Eddie held two major positions for our District; 1) District
Convention Chair and 2) District Global Leader (GLT). We asked two Lions
that were equally competent and committed to fill those positions. Fortunately, they both agreed to accept and fill Eddie’s remaining terms. Please
welcome PDG Lanny Balentine (Piedmont) as Chair of this year’s District
Convention – January 13-14, 2017, in Spartanburg! PDG Lanny brings great
ideas, energy and experience to this position and key district event! Likewise, when I asked PCC David Lloyd to take over our District’s GLT, he gladly accepted. His knowledge and experience will serve us well! Furthermore, PVDG Mary Lloyd (married to David), will become our new
GMT! District 32-A is loaded with talented Lions!

Wes Corrothers

District Governor 32-A
2015-2016
(864) 316-7475

Second, speaking of leaders, I hope our Club Presidents have seen and felt
the support of our Region and Zone Chairs. First, the Regions & Zones
wcorrotherjr@gmail.com
hand delivered our pocket Directory’s to every club President and Secretary! Additionally, they will be holding their first training session
on Monday, Aug 29th in the Taylor’s Clubhouse, starting at 6:30pm. They
are here to help support our club president’s in whatever way is requested or needed.
Third, one of the many wonderful things that happens to you as DG, is the honor of inducting new members into our
clubs. I’ve had the honor to induct new members into: Berea, Spartanburg Southside, Anderson, and the newly chartered Blue Ridge Club. Additionally, MD GMT Dianne Pitts has identified leads in Boiling Springs! Let’s keep up the
good work! Remember, International President Bob Corlew and I are challenging EACH CLUB to add, at least 3 new
members.
Last, all clubs, please remember to budget a donation to our CAMP LIONS DEN! What is the Camp Lion’s Den? It was
started by the Anderson Mid-Day Club in 1978 with only 15 visually handicapped campers, ages 7 – 17. It provides an
annual camp experience held at Clemson University Outdoor Lab. Every camper is assigned to a group of eight campers
and lives with, and is supervised by three full-time staff members. The cost is $630 per camper and the Anderson Club
has 24 slots that need your financial support. The Anderson Lion Club is a 501 (c)3 #57-0693451. Camp Lions Den
needs the support of all South Carolina Lions!

Lion Wes Corrothers
District Governor 32-A
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Club Success & New Club Development Workshop and New Club Build in Simpsonville

District 32-A Lion Leaders,
One of Lions Clubs International’s premier New Club Development Consultants, PDG Ronnie Martin, will be in
District 32-A September 25-30 to start a Lions club in Simpsonville. He will hold a workshop on Sunday, September 25, 6:00 PM, at the Taylors Lions Clubhouse to give our Lions ideas on how to strengthen and grow
our own club and how to start a new club. This workshop is open to all Lions in the district.
If you are interested in attending the workshop kindly inform PVDG Mary Jean Lloyd, our new District GMT
Coordinator, at the contact info below.
A group of us will then meet on Monday, September 26, at 9:30 PM at a McDonalds in Simpsonville. Teams
will start canvassing at 10:00am each morning, break for lunch atNoon, and stop at 3:30 - 4:00pm each day
for 3-4 days. The goal is to recruit members for a new Lions club in Simpsonville!
This email is directed to all club membership chairs and zone & region chairs in 32-A, and copied to club presidents. It is a unique opportunity to learn from an experienced Lion consultant dedicated to strengthening existing clubs and growing new clubs. If you know of a city or town in District 32-A that needs a Lion club, or a
current club that needs strengthening with existing or new members, please let us know.
Thank you in advance for your consideration and participation and let’s all help District 32-A grow our membership and build new clubs so we may continue to help communities in 32-A and those less fortunate who
require our services! —PCC David

Membership and Leadership — Working together for District 32-A.
Lion Mary Jean Lloyd, PVDG
GMT District Coordinator
2209 Hartness Drive
Greenville SC 29615-5498
C: 321.806.9337
Email: maryjeanlloyd@gmail.com

Lion C. David Lloyd, PCC
GLT District Coordinator,
IT Chair & Webmaster
2209 Hartness Drive
Greenville SC 29615-5498
C: 813.598.7102
Email: liondave@gmail.com
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District 32A News
Spartanburg Lions participate in Centennial Service Challenge

“Where there's a need, there's a Lion.”

Spartanburg Lions Club President Leah Longshore Pruitt with Chapman

The Spartanburg Lions Club participated in the Centennial
Service Challenge by collecting 100 back packs, filled with
school supplies, and donating them to a Spartanburg elementary school. The school chosen to receive this donation
has 98% of its student on free or reduced lunch. If Lions
wouldn't have stepped up to the plate, 100 students would
have started a new school year lacking the supplies and materials they desperately needed. Spartanburg Lions Club
President, Leah Pruitt said, "I am so proud of our club. We
knew there was a need in that community and we challenged our members to help. We collected over $2,000.00
in back packs and school supplies. Spartanburg Lions Club
rose to the challenge to help these children, who are our
future leaders, and I am so grateful for our members' compassion and philanthropic heart.

“Today's Children Need Lions More Than Ever”
“Millions of children suffer from poverty, homelessness, hunger, abuse, neglect, disease
and disabilities. Tragically, these children often must live without essential health and education services that would alleviate their distress – and give them hope for the future.
That's why the Lions Services for Children Program continues Lions Clubs International's long tradition of helping the world's future generations.” Lions International
Visit the Lions International web site for “Services for Children and Youth” to see how your
club can help: http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/how-we-serve/youth/
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MESSAGE FROM DISTRICT 32-B GOVERNOR PAT FRIDAY
This has been an exciting time for me as district governor for 32-B. I have continued my visits to the clubs. I learned that all clubs are busy even though some
are not reporting the wonderful work they are doing for their community. I will
continue to communicate the importance of reporting to LCI.
We had our first Centennial Legacy Project ribbon cutting ceremony held on
August 19 for the eye clinic room at the Richland Volunteers in Medicine Clinic.
This was funded by our very proud lions in Zone 6 which includes Beaufort,
Hardeeville, Hilton Head Island Noon and Sun City Okatie. PDG Dr. Jim Kondor
spearheaded this wonderful endeavor. It was well attended by our lions and CC
Annette and I were proud to be a part of the ceremony.
Our Zone Chairs have been holding meetings and I love getting the reports back
from them. The majority of the clubs have paid their district dues and I am
proud to have Lion Susan Barnwell of the Hilton Head Island Noon Club be our
district secretary/treasurer.
Please mark your calendars for our District 32-B Convention which will be held
in Aiken on Saturday, January 28, 2017. ID Robert Libin will be our keynote
speaker and he and I have held several conversations. I am looking forward to
seeing many of you attend. Our convention committee is working very hard, so
please stayed tuned for more information.

Pat Friday

District Governor 32-B
2016-2017
803-645-0606
pfriday42@gmail.com

WELL DONE IPP PRINGLE
DG Pat Friday visited the Orangeburg Lions Club on Aug 15, 2016 and presented their Immediate Past President Wesley Pringle with his plaque recognizing him for a job well done as president for Lion's year 2015-2016.
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District 32B News
Legacy Project Ribbon Cutting—August 29, 2016
Zone 6 Centennial Legacy project included 4 clubs (Beaufort,
Hardeeville, Hilton Head Island Noon, and Sun City Okatie) for
a free eye clinic in the Volunteer in Medicine Clinic in Ridgeland, SC. The project was spearheaded by PDG Dr. Jim Kondor of the Hilton Head Noon Lions Club.
Homeless people and people without health insurance in the
Ridgeland area can visit this clinic for free medical services. The clinic's medical staff is on a volunteer basis. The
clinic is modeled after one already in existence on Hilton Head. The clinic is accepting applications
from prospective patients and will begin serving the community in the near future.
DG Pat Friday and CC Annette Hart

Ribbon Cutting with Chad Williams, Chair for
Greater Bluffton Jasper County Vol. in Medicine and PDG Dr. James Kondor

2VDG John Enright listening to PDG Dr. James
Kondor explain the equipment.

Read more about the BJVIM eye clinic at: Bluffton Today
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MESSAGE FROM DISTRICT 32-C GOVERNOR BONNIE STEPHENSON
Today is the first day of the rest of your life!
Today is the first day of the rest of your life! We need to make
the best of each new day. I would like you to give back to our
world and community.

How do we do that? Ask someone to be a Lion. Lion’s motto is
“We Serve”. Lions give back to our world, country, state and
community.
We provide monetary support to:
 SCLCS - Give at least $50.00 or more.to become Sustaining
Member.
 Leader Dog
 MUSC – Storm Eye Institute
 Others
My pet project this year is SC School for the Deaf and the
Blind. They need a safe playground park for the children
there. Why should we give them money in the upstate? Simply because students attend from every county in the state. If
so incline to support, please send donations to below address:
The Walker Foundation
355 Cedar Springs Road
Spartanburg, SC 29302

Bonnie Stephenson

District Governor 32-C
2016-2017
1002 Park St. Ext. (P.O. Box 225)
Mullins, SC 29574
H: 843-464-7254
C: 843-621-7486
sbunnystep@aol.com

What is my part in this journey? To help and encourage you to be the best while you are
helping others. Let’s work together to spread love and understanding in our world.

DG Bonnie Stephenson

“Once I knew only darkness and stillness... my life was without past or future... but a little word from the fingers of another fell into my hand that clutched at emptiness, and my heart leaped to the rapture of living. “
Helen Keller
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District 32C News
Florence Evening Lions
Kits for the Homeless

Lion Audrey Croshaw shows off homeless kits. They are filled
with band aids, alcohol wipes, antibiotic cream, toothbrushes,
toothpaste, small comb, pen, sewing kit, hotel size soap, hand
wipes and nail clip. They are distributed to the homeless each
First Friday Homeless Connect Event.

Kingstree Lions
Vice Chairperson addresses club

Lion Daniel Prohaska, Vice Chairperson, Lions Vision Services was guest
speaker at recent held meeting. Club
President Spencer and PDG Chuck
looks on.

IPDG Bob being roasted by his club president, Lion Spencer Hill at the annual DG
Roast and Awards event.
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Little River Lions
Ramp service project goes national

Mullins Lions
DG visit home club

Club honored to have Mullins' own
District Governor Lion Bonnie Stephenson as our speaker. DG Bonnie
presented a special pin to Lion Benny
Johnson for his work as Zone Chairperson.
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MESSAGE FROM DISTRICT 32-D GOVERNOR PAUL DOVE
All of us Lions seem to have at least one special interest within our organization’s wide array of service activities. This serves well, I believe, in that each of us is able to participate in something we especially enjoy. For Lion Bobbie and me, one of the Lions’ services we particularly look forward to
each year is Lions International Youth Exchange.
Having teenage guests in our home for two weeks each summer is a treat! We have been privileged
to have hosted nineteen international teens over the last ten years—seventeen young men and two
young ladies. They hail from Italy (3), Finland (2), Germany (2), Belgium (3), Denmark, Poland, Romania, France, Hungary, Switzerland, Russia, Turkey, and Mongolia. But they are typical teenagers!
These students bring their cultural backgrounds while they observe ours and make comparisons. We
strive to show them the brighter sides of South Carolina culture. For the last several years we have
also introduced them to Salkehatchie, the South Carolina United Methodist summer service program
for teens. During this week, which usually coincides with one of the two weeks they visit us, we repair homes for needy residents, and our students work with us. They not only get to meet and socialize with 150 to 200 teens from around the state, they see the poverty side of our society which visi-

tors seldom see, especially so first-hand and up close. And our local Lions Club participates in various
ways this week, exemplifying our motto of “We Serve.” Each year, as we held the closing ceremony,
students are asked to tell what experience they liked most during the four weeks they had been here.
One year all said “Myrtle Beach,” except for our two who said “Myrtle Beach and Salkehatchie.” Talk
about an AHA moment!
They speak very good English, although sometimes with native accents, and they are always very well
-mannered. Even the guys help in the kitchen. And we want to show them the best side of our culture and act as ambassadors of good will. Hopefully they return to their homelands with a more posi-

Paul Dove

District Governor 32-D
2016-2017
274 Old Harden Road
Winnsboro, S.C. 29180
H: 803-635-9104
C: 803-718-2298
peedeejr41@gmail.com

tive, more accurate vista of American values and cultures.
After two weeks with host families, they join together---all sixteen this year—for two weeks in the “camp” portion of their visit. PDG Jim
Varn is the MD 32 chair and head honcho for Youth Exchange, and he and other adult chaperones conduct the group on a statewide
tour, where local clubs feed, house, and entertain the camp. They travel from the mountains to the ocean, to Carowinds, whitewater rafting, the beach, the Columbia zoo, and all points in between. The Saturday when camp starts, at the South Carolina School for the Deaf and
Blind, when the sixteen will meet the entire entourage for the first time, our students always act as if they would prefer to stay with us
rather than join this group of strangers from other lands. However, two weeks later, at the closing ceremony, there is hugging, crying, and
a real hesitancy to part as they have bonded like family. One group now holds a reunion in Europe each summer.
Kudos to PDG Jim and his host families, chaperones, local club supporters, international guests, and their host club sponsors. We as Lions

do many, many wonderful things, and in my opinion Youth Exchange is right up there at the top!
Thanks to this opportunity, many of us are already involved in the Centennial Service Challenge of “Engaging Youth,” our August emphasis
and one of the four focus areas of our Centennial Service Challenge.
Maybe you would like to get involved next year and enjoy the rewards of serving as a host family, chaperone, sponsor, or local provider? It
is highly recommended! And memorable!
DG Paul Dove
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District 32D Youth Exchange
Winnsboro Lions Club Feed our Youth Exchange Students
On Thursday evening, 14 July, members of the Winnsboro Lions Club served a Chicken Parmesan
meal provided by the local Italian Garden Restaurant to the 160 Salkehatchie participants.

Salkehatchie volunteers enjoying a great meal

Members of the Winnsboro Lions Club preparing to feed the Salkehatchie volunteers

TEGA CAY LIONS CLUB HOSTS YOUTH EXCHANGE STUDENTS
Tega Cay Lions Club hosted the Youth Exchange students on Tuesday, July 26. After a day at Carowinds our
students were fed at the home of new Lions Steve and Lori Young and still had enough energy to swim before
going home with Lions and TC residents for the night. I hear that not many slept but all had a good time.

Thank you to new Lions Steve and Lori Young for opening
their beautiful home for fellowship, food and pool party.

Lion Jim—are you passing those eggs or trying to get to
them before they are gone?

Students enjoying the pool after a long hot day at Carowinds.
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District 32D News
Night for Sight and Hearing Gospel Event
In the Spirit of Collaboration
On Sunday afternoon, August 21, 2016, and in the spirit of Collaboration, which is nothing new for the Lions clubs of Blythewood, Columbia Northeast, Greater Irmo, and as of last year, Winnsboro, held its 13 th annual Night for Sight and Hearing Gospel Concert Fundraiser. The past several years this event has been held at the beautiful DOKO Manor in Blythewood, and this

year was no different. Four hours of great gospel music from the gospel group Hi Cotton,
multi-talented musician/singer Doug Hudson,
and the Columbia NE High School GAP Choir
was enjoyed by all, as was the shenanigans of
our emcee WIS TV personality Joe Pinner. Papa
Joe has been our emcee for several years now,
and is greatly loved for all he does for the Lions. Some great door prizes were handed out
by Joe and 1st VDG Rhett throughout the evening. Each club responsible for the different areas once again did an outstanding job. All 4 clubs
sold tickets, brought in baked goods, silent auction items and door prize items. The Blythewood Lions were in charge of the food sales in the kitchen and the bake sale.
Greater Irmo again did a great job getting sponsors for our event; Columbia Northeast in charge of the ticket sales and table,
and trying to keep us all straight. Winnsboro, again outdid themselves with the Silent Auction. This is was the best all around.
We had great attendance, great ticket sales, some awesome auction and door prize items, and of course, it would not be a
Lions event without food. Lions do love to eat.

It would be remiss of me not to mention our sponsors Walmart, Jim Hudson, Spirit Communications, All South Federal Credit
Union, Columbia Eye Clinic, Love Chevrolet; Business Donors Bi-Lo, Doctors Eye Care, Drs. Branch & Stafford, Dr. Gregory
Wych, DDS, Farmer’s Home Furniture, First Community Bank, Frank’s Car Wash, Italian Gardens, Lilly’s Hair Firm II, Park Sterling Bank, Pat’s Place, Pope Davis Tire & Automotives, Price’s Pharmacy, Snelling Personnel, Subway, Trinity Window Cleaning, Winnsboro Builders Supply and Zorba’s. Patron’s who also gave Lion Bob Garbe in memory of his mother, Helen Garbe,
1stVDG Rhett and Lion Melody Hair, Lion Martha Hartz in memory of Lion Roy Hartz, and the Winnsboro Lions in memory of
Lion Billy Jordan.
The greatest surprise gift came the day after our event from Lion Sam Titus’ boss Butch and Tracy Van Conant who gave a
personal donation of $1,000.00 because Lion Sam shared our story, and they, in turn, believe so much in what we, as Lions

do, and because they themselves feel so blessed. It is because of friends like these that make it so worthwhile and possible
for us to continue to do what we do best. Serve our communities. Our monies earned from all aspects of this event are still
coming in so at this point I do not have a final tally, however, each club will receive 1/4 of the total sum to take back to their
communities to be put to good use.
We, the Lions of Blythewood, Columbia Northeast, Greater Irmo and Winnsboro wish to thank each and every one for their
support whether it is in money, gifts, time, or just coming to enjoy some great gospel music. We love you, and we thank you
for helping us SERVE.
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More Pictures from Night for Sight and Hearing Gospel Event
In the Spirit of Collaboration

Hi Cotton

Awesome Doug Hudson. This is our 13th
year, and Doug has been with us all 13
years

GAP Choir from NE Columbia High School

Everyone loves a silent auction.

Lion Sam Titus received a surprise today with a $1000 personal check from his boss, Butch and Tracy Van Conant, today for
our event, Night for Sight. It makes me so proud to be a lion
and know that others recognize and support our service. Thanks to Lion Sam for sharing our story! And Many
thanks to Butch and Tracy for their generosity!
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District 32D News

2016 J Roston Hare Scholarship winners from here in
Abbeville. They are Jessica Washington on the left,
Zachary Cooper in the middle, with Lion President

At the Blythewood Lions Club meeting on July 26th Lion
Sam Titus, club president, announced the 2015-2016 Lion
of the Year as Lion Lois Smith.

Joseph Henneberry, a member of Boy Scout Troop 221
in Lexington, with funding from the Lexington Lions
Club, repaired the footbridge over 14 mile creek.

Sponsored by the Union Lions Club, the Lions Baseball Team plays in the Dixie
Youth Ozone Major League. The team brought home not one, but two championships, and was the guest of honor at the July 2016 monthly meeting of the
Union Lions Club. Their season record was 12-1 and outscored their opponents
154-35. As a result, they won the Dixie Youth Ozone Major League City Championship and the Dixie Youth Ozone Major League Season Championship. The
team presented the trophies to the club which will be placed on display in the
front windows of the Lions Club building on Main Street in downtown Union.
The Union Lions Club has sponsored a Dixie Youth every year since the mid22
1950s.

MD 32 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Candy will be in by September 15th.

9/15/2017

Quantities are limited so get your orders in today!

9/15—9/17/2016

USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum
Omaha, NB

10/1/2016

Peace Poster Contest
Last day to order kits. See website for complete
Peace Poster calendar

10/11/2016

South Carolina Lions Vision Symposium
Storm Eye Institute, Charleston

11/12—11/14/2016

Advanced Lions Leadership Institute
Houston, TX

11/30/2016

Last day to reserve spot on bus for International
Convention

1/13/2017—1/14/2017

District 32A Mid Winter Convention
Spartanburg

1/28/2017

District 32B Mid Winter Convention
Aiken

2/24/2017—2/25/2017

District 32D Mid Winter Convention

Rock Hill
6/30/2017—7/4/2017

International Convention
Chicago, IL

District Rep.
32 A
Leah Pruitt
32 B
Bev Long
32 C
Matt Jones
32D
Melody Hair

Email
pruittl@smcsc.edu
blong8@sc.rr.com
mjones@sc.rr.com
hairmelody@yahoo.com
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