SAS 2016-2017 Year in Review

Last season was better than I ever
expected! It was an honor to be
the chair and mentor. I think we
accomplished a lot I can’t wait to
see what next year holds.
~Alexander Magnussen, Chair
This year SAS worked hard to bring awareness, passion and
importance to the program. SAS hosted and participated in
27 events this year! SAS would like to thank all
members, families, caregivers and volunteers that helped
make this year great! We would also like to thank everyone
at Semiahmoo House Society for their ongoing support.
SAS continues to be a voice for self-advocacy. The SelfAdvocates of Semiahmoo are becoming a force! Go SAS!
“Hard work opens doors and shows the world that you are
serious about being one of those rare—and special– human
beings who use the fullness of their talents to do their very
best.”
~Robert S. Sharma
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Event Nights
SAS hosts several Karaoke nights through
2016-2017
the season. These evenings provide SAS
an opportunity to show their peers,
themselves, their families and caregivers that they are great at hosting fun
evenings. The ideas, preparation, hosting and clean up are done by SAS and
volunteers. These events have been very successful and shown SAS that they
can rely on each other as a team to put on a fun night!
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Event Nights
2015 - 2016
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Speaker Series
SAS Speaker Series brings SAS members, families
and friends together for an evening of
2016-2017
learning, discussion and being together. These
evenings are decided and hosted by SAS. They
feature speakers who talk about issues that are important to SAS. After the
presentation, SAS hosts a reception where guests are encouraged to talk about what
they heard while they enjoy some special treats and beverages.

Safety and You: an evening of talking, learning and being involved
in the conversation –By Kevin Chandar—Garda World
Kevin created a custom presentation based on what SAS wanted to learn about safety.
He spoke about being safe in the home, being smart about basic medical help and
being out in the community. Kevin’s presentation was engaging and we all learned a
lot.

Caring for Your Mental Health—Cheryl McIntee
Cheryl presented on having good mental health. She made everyone feel comfortable.
She spoke about how we can help ourselves in having good mental health. She gave us
tips on how to do this. She also told us it was important to take care of ourselves.
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SAS Community
Inclusion Bowling
Night

2016-2017

SAS invited their family, friends and community to the second Community Inclusion
Event which celebrates Community Inclusion Month (October). This season SAS
decided on bowling at Clover Lanes. Community Inclusion is an important part of SAS.
SAS works to be an active part of the community by attending and hosting events for
everyone.
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Township 7—Grape Stomp
For Ronald McDonald
House

2016-2017

SAS created the SASSY STOMPERS team for the 2016 Grape Stomp at Township 7. The proceeds of this event are given to Vancouver’s Ronald McDonald House. SAS knows it is
important to work hard and play hard! It was a great afternoon and SAS was happy to be a
part of such a fun and meaningful day.

Surrey Youth Fest
SAS and the Semiahmoo House Society Recreation and Leisure Program enjoyed representing at the
2016 Surrey Youth Fest. It was a great day of promoting our programs, culture and inclusive spirit.
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White Rock Council
SAS attended White Rock Council to make a request
for accessible access along the beach. It was a
2016-2017
wonderful experience. Madison VanOene did an
incredible job speaking about what accessibility means to her. This was the latest in a
year long campaign on supporting accessibility in our neighbourhood.
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Accessible Legislation

The government of Canada has planned accessible
legislation for 2018. SAS attended the Vancouver
2016-2017
Public Forum as well as the National Youth Forum
on accessibility in Ottawa. SAS also held several round table
discussions for over 100 people at Semiahmoo House Society and the community. Over
80 pages of information were sent to Montreal as part of the feedback for the planned
accessible legislation. SAS feels that accessible legislation is important and wanted to
participate to help make the legislation as accurate and supportive as possible.

Public forum on
planned accessible
legislation in
Vancouver.

National Youth
Forum on
planned
accessible
legislation in
Ottawa.
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2016-2017
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Accessible Legislation
Continued

2016-2017

SAS roundtable discussions
on what makes an
accessible Canada.
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Sprout Film Festival
Inclusion BC and BC Self-Advocacy Foundation
2016-2017
hosted the second annual Film Festival,
celebrating the United Nations International Day
of Persons with Disabilities. This event features a series of short films and is produced,
programmed and hosted by people with intellectual disabilities.

TransLink Fare Review
TransLink held a Fare Review consultation with SAS. It was a great presentation. SAS
will continue to participate in the 2017/2018 season.
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CLBC Fraser Valley
Self-Advocates Conference

2016-2017
2 SAS members had the opportunity to help plan
the 2017 CLBC Fraser Valley Self-Advocates
conference. Asma and Alex learned how to plan and host a conference. SAS also
represented at the conference with a speaker, with Weston sharing his story about
living on his own at Chorus apartments.

White Rock Princess Party

SAS had the opportunity to be princesses for a day! The ladies dressed up and helped out at this fun
event. All funds raised go to the All Abilities Park scheduled to go at East Beach in White Rock.
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Surrey Parks, Recreation
and Culture 10 Year Plan

2016-2017
Over several dates 3 SAS members attended different
sessions to offers suggestions on what they would like to see in the 10 year plan.
Transportation to events and accessibility were some of their important ideas.

Surrey Eagles
SAS hosted the second annual Semiahmoo House Society Surrey Eagles Friends and
Family Night. It is one of our favorite events! As part of the event, SAS interviews the
players after the big game.

14

BC Election
SAS worked to educate people about how to
vote and why voting is important. SAS became
2016-2017
part of the “I AM Voting” campaign which
included the Centre for Inclusion and
Citizenship as well as Inclusion BC. This campaign worked to engage and encourage
people to vote. The Facebook page “I Am Voting: BC Election 2017” was created and
SAS helped with videos for the campaign. Separate to the campaign, SAS organized an
all candidates meeting that had good media attention. SAS also led a discussion around
voting on 4 occasions for Semiahmoo House Society and Milieu's Self-Advocacy group.
Peace Arch News article for the candidates meeting: http://www.peacearchnews.com/
home/sas-hosts-south-surrey-white-rock-candidates/
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Canada Day Beach Accessible
Wheelchair Showcase
2016-2017
SAS hosts an annual Beach Accessible Wheelchair
Showcase, on the beach, in White Rock. This year,
SAS hosted several activities for the community. It was a great day where SAS was able to
enjoy themselves, celebrate Canada day and connect with the community about the Beach
Wheelchairs and accessibility on our beaches. The event kicked off with a photoshoot for the
Beach Accessible User Program at Feral Boardsports.
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SAS New To You Clothing
Sale

SAS held an amazing community event! Gently
2016-2017
worn treasures and samples from Silver Icing
were available to choose from. We welcomed
many new faces and were happy to see friends and family out supporting and
shopping. We raised awareness of who we are, supported our community in some
inexpensive opportunities to dress well and feel good, as well as learn more about who
we and Semiahmoo House Society are. In total we raised over $2,000!
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Different Events

SAS accomplished a lot this year! Here are some other
things to celebrate!

2016-2017
SAS attended a White Rock City Council
meeting to show support for the planned All
Abilities Park at Centennial Park.

SAS member Weston Bosma was published online at
www.selfadvocatenet.com/living-at-chorus-apartments. He
wrote about moving out on his own and how he feels now
living independently.

This season SAS created their brochure and
business cards!

SAS got to have an open
house tour of the homes of
SAS members at Chorus!

SAS had a great time tonight watching the SFU
Student Community Engagement Competition!
There were many great ideas presented. Bringing
the community's needs into the classroom is a
smart move! Learn more about the projects here:
https://www.sfu.ca/engagement-competition.html
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Different Events

SAS accomplished a lot this year! Here are some other
things to celebrate!

2016-2017
SAS attended the Access Makeathon, hosted by
Neil Squire Society and Telus. Minister Carla
Qualtrough spoke about the first ever National
Accessibility Week

SAS member Michaela Robinson raised $165 dollars for the SAS
program! She held a lemonade and chips sale at a community
garage sale.

SAS helped out at the Rec and Leisure
Extravaganza!

SAS member, Asma, attended a CLBC workshop in
Abbotsford. This workshop will help CLBC make their
transitioning services better. Asma really appreciates face to
face opportunities to discuss ways to make positive changes.
Thank you for your hard work Asma!

SAS working
on their
One Page
Profiles
with Nolda
Ware.
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SAS End of Year and End
of Season Parties

Every year, SAS hosts 2 potluck parties, one in
December and the other in June. These parties are how
SAS celebrates their hard work and all that they have done!

2016-2017
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Space for SAS members
to write in their friends’
yearbook.

2016-2017

We create change through positive
relationships. We work to make our lives, our
peers’ lives, the community and the world a
better place. We do this by meeting, planning
and doing.
Www.Facebook.com/SelfAdvocateSAS
604-536-1242 ext 212
sas@shsbc.ca

