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A few things to know about the state’s environmental budget… 

Snapshot of Governor’s FY18 Environmental Budget (H1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GAA = General Appropriations Act (funding allocated by legislature) 

Key points about the Massachusetts environmental budget 

 The percentage of the state operating budget that supports environmental agencies is on the decline. In 

the early 2000’s, 1% of the state budget went to environmental agencies.  Currently, only half a penny of 

every dollar goes to environmental agencies. 

 Environmental agency funding is not even keeping up with inflation ($219M today doesn’t buy as much as 

it did in FY2015). 

 A healthy environment supports a healthy economy. Tourism, agriculture, outdoor recreation, the fishing 

industry, and clean energy are just a few examples of relevant job creation and revenue for the 

Commonwealth.  

 Environmental agency funding is insufficient to meet demands and growing responsibilities. 

o Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) 

have suffered drastic cuts in recent years and staffing is down 30% compared to a few years ago.   

o Many DCR properties are unstaffed or have such minimal staff presence that enforcement, safety, 

programming, and user experience are being negatively impacted. 

o Massachusetts is not on track to meet the emission reduction requirements of the Global Warming 

Solutions Act.  

o Much of Massachusetts has been in a state of severe drought for several months and action by 

environmental agencies is needed. 

o Executive orders and legislation create new responsibilities and require resources to ensure 

implementation, i.e. environmental justice, climate change and resiliency. 

The Ask 

Legislators are urged to include one of the line-item recommendations from the Green Budget report  

in their top priority budget requests to leadership. 

 

For more information: Erica Mattison, Legislative Director, Environmental League of Massachusetts 

emattison@environmentalleague.org, 617-742-2553 
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