
 
 
 

 
 

FIRST NATIONAL LOCATION-BASED SEARCH ENGINE FOR HIV 
PREP LAUNCHES, REMOVING ACCESS BARRIERS 

 
Developed by Emory University with the support of M·A·C AIDS Fund, preplocator.org is a First-of-its-

Kind National Database of More Than 1,200 PrEP-Friendly Clinics 
  
 
WASHINGTON, DC –  
 
People who want to find out where to get drugs that will prevent them from getting infected with HIV have 
a new tool. 
 
Researchers from the Rollins School of Public Health at Emory University will unveil a new website, 
www.preplocator.org, that will allow users to locate a medical provider or clinic that can prescribe Pre-
exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) to prevent HIV infection. If taken daily, PrEP helps prevent the transmission 
of HIV. The website will be introduced at the 20th Annual US Conference on AIDS taking place in 
Hollywood, FL on September 15th.  
 
“PrEP has the potential to substantially reduce the number of new HIV infections in the United States but 
only if people know how and where to get it,” says Aaron Siegler, PhD, research assistant professor in the 
Department of Epidemiology at Emory University’s Rollins School of Public Health. “Importantly, the tool 
features a search function that allows users to search for PrEP providers who would prescribe to 
individuals without insurance.”  
 
The CDC has estimated that more than one million people in the United States are eligible for PrEP.  
 
The site is available both as a website and a widget that can be used on other websites. It connects 
individuals to both public and private PrEP providers through its unique, searchable location-based 
database. Siegler, who is also the principal investigator of the project, and his team, part of PRISM Health 
at Emory, gathered data on more than 1200 healthcare clinics and providers in all 50 states and Puerto 
Rico who will prescribe PrEP. To do so, they partnered with local and state health departments, HIV 
medical professional organizations and community-based organizations who provided them with the initial 
data, which they have since verified and updated. 
 
The preplocator.org database will be crowdsourced, which allows users to suggest new providers or 
update information on providers currently available in the database.  
 
The philanthropic arm of M·A·C Cosmetics, the M·A·C AIDS Fund, provided funding for the development 
of the locator to address the nationwide gap in PrEP adoption. 
 
“PrEP saves lives, period,” says Nancy Mahon, global executive director of the M·A·C AIDS Fund. “While 
leaders in the fight against HIV/AIDS recommend that people at risk of infection use PrEP, it’s not 
catching on as quickly as we would like, so we need to meet them where they are with information and 
services that make PrEP an obvious and easy decision.” 
 
According to Siegler, the next steps of the project include outreach to health departments, community 
organizations, and businesses such as dating sites and apps to continue to build awareness of its 
availability.  
 



 

 
 

 

Launch partners currently hosting the PrEP Locator database include: pleaseprepme.org, Greater Than 
AIDS, and AIDSVu.org. Organizations interested in hosting the PrEP Locator can easily access the 
widget at https://preplocator.org/publicly-available-tools/. PrEP providers or clinics can add themselves to 
the database at www.preplocator.org. A publicly available automated program interface (API) will be 
available in late 2016 to allow for open source access to the database. 
 
### 
 
About the M·A·C AIDS Fund 
The M·A·C AIDS Fund, the philanthropic arm of M·A·C Cosmetics, has raised more than $425 million 
since its inception in 1994, exclusively through the sale of M·A·C VIVA GLAM lipstick and lipgloss. The 
Fund is the heart and soul of M·A·C Cosmetics, encompassing diversity while celebrating life and the 
outspoken attitude of the company. Partnering with bold, visionary, and brave organizations to confront 
the epidemic in communities where people are at highest risk around the world, the M·A·C AIDS Fund is 
ending AIDS, one lipstick at a time.  
 
About Emory University’s Rollins School of Public Health 
The Rollins School of Public Health (RSPH) is part of Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia. The school 
houses six academic departments, 20 multidisciplinary centers – including an NIH-supported Center for 
AIDS Research – and over 160 full-time doctoral-level faculty members. 
 
Key collaborators of preplocator.org include PleasePrEPMe, a state-wide PrEP provider locator for 
California, and Greater Than AIDS represented by the Kaiser Family Foundation, a leading public 
information response to the US domestic HIV/AIDS epidemic. 


