October 2018 Newsletter
Re-Form Your Faith for Fall!
As the mercury remains in the upper digits, we long for the weather to
change, to feel fall’s crisp temps in the air, with the promise of
campfires, favorite jackets, and all things pumpkin. For Lutherans,
October means Reformation, a time to remember and honor the
transformative faith of Martin Luther, who worked diligently and
faithfully to reform the Church to better serve God and God’s people.
Last year we celebrated 500 years since Luther rocked Western
civilization with his declaration that it is purely our faith in Christ, not our
works or good behavior, that brings us into God’s grace. Luther lived in constant terror that God could never
forgive him. As an Augustinian monk, he spent hours in the confessional, going over even the tiniest lapses in
his character, fearful that God would condemn him. Then he stumbled onto Romans 1:17, "For in it the
righteousness of God is revealed through faith for faith; as it is written, ‘The one who is righteous will live by
faith." Luther examined the entire New Testament, making notes in the life-giving discovery that God doesn’t
need our good behavior or good works. God only wants our love and our faith in Christ Jesus, our
acknowledgment that Jesus is God’s Son, sent to reconcile all people with God. As Lutheran Christians, we
believe and affirm Christ’s saving action on the cross for all humanity. We trust in our baptism by which the
Spirit joins us to Christ so that we, too, share in Christ's Resurrection and eternal life with God.
This October, as the days shorten and the temperatures fall, open your Bibles and take time to read God’s
holy, Living Word. My prayer is that you’ll find your own renewal and transformation, strengthened faith and
meaningful insight, as you discover the gift of God’s liberating, unconditional grace.
Peace to all here. Pastor Monica

Epiphany’s Celebration of Abundance!
Mark your calendars to join us Sunday, November 4 after worship as we gather
in Fellowship Hall for a fun potluck! God has blessed us richly and we want to
give thanks together as a congregation. Spiral ham and beverages will be
provided. You’re asked to bake & bring your favorite family recipe in one of three
categories: Salad, Vegetable or Dessert: there will be judges and fabulous gift
card prizes for the winner in each category, plus door prizes for lucky winners.
Pastor Monica will give a brief “state of the union” update on the exciting things
happening at Epiphany as we feed God’s people with food and Gospel. Please
sign up with Martha Garner to bring your favorite dish and RSVP. God is good!
See you there!

From Your Council President...
October is here and with it a change in the weather – at last!
The council is getting right down to business preparing the 2019 ministry plan which will
look very much like the 2018 July – December Ministry plan. We are holding costs down
but want to remain flexible enough to make adjustments as the year goes on. We will
present the draft plan to you, our congregation, following the worship service on
Sunday, November 18th. We will have a short meeting again on December 2 after
worship to vote on the ministry plan and vote in new council members.
On November 4, we will be holding a “Celebration of God’s Abundance” potluck - you will be hearing more about this
event in the next few weeks. This will also be the time to pledge your gifts to the congregation for the next year.
Both Wendell and I are retiring from council at the end of the year and we are seeking replacements for our
positions. Ed Schumacher has graciously stepped up to continue through the end of 2019. Please prayerfully
consider serving our congregation by serving on the council. Any council member can answer your questions.
But we at Epiphany are not all business and no fun! Join us for our annual Pet Blessing/Octoberfest at the Home Place
garden on Saturday, October 6th. Whether you have a pet or not, this is always fun and we have a great time
together for fellowship.

September 2018 Council Meeting Summary
The Epiphany Church Council and Rev. Monica Weber met Tuesday, September 18, 2018 at 7 p.m. in the Kingsway
board room for its monthly meeting. All members were present and a quorum was established.
Business requiring a vote of the council:
• The council voted to accept Carol Webster’s proposal to create and conduct /facilitate a custom workshop for
Epiphany Lutheran Church Council and church leadership to develop Epiphany’s purpose statement and guiding
principles following guidelines provided by ELC and the Synod. This workshop is a requirement for T-2. The ELCA is
providing a grant of $1,000.00 which will almost cover the cost of the workshop proposed by Carol Webster.
Epiphany’s workshop is scheduled for Saturday, November 17, 2018 from 9 a.m. – noon in the Kingsway board
room.
• Council has authorized Pastor Monica to begin discussions with St. George’s to buy our organ which is currently
housed in the Agape Chapel on the campus of St. George’s Independent School.
Saturday, October 6, 2018 Epiphany will sponsor its Community Pet Blessing and Cookout. The event is from 4-6:30
p.m. with the blessing of pets at 4:30 p.m. and the community cookout at 5 p.m. This event will take place at the
Epiphany Community Garden at Home Place.
The next Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 16 at 7 p.m. in the Kingsway board room.
Respectfully submitted by Epiphany Church Council Secretary, Chris Kelyman

Happiest of Birthdays
and God's Blessings!
Ed Schumacher - October 5
Christine Fox - October 10
Carol Rife - October 14
Have we missed your birthday?
Please send the month/day
to Pastor Monica so you can be included!
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But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. ~James 1:22
Worship Servants - a variety of ways to participate in Sunday morning worship. Sign up here, add our name
to the clipboard available on Sunday mornings, or contact Carol Webster to sign up.
Epiphany Community Garden - Our Garden is GROWING & FEEDING God’s People, and YOU Are Needed!
We’ve got a bumper crop this year and our Garden Crew could really use your help! Hands are always
needed to weed/water plants and pick produce on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 8:30-11:30 am. Or if
you’d rather hone your driving skills, why not pick up garden produce and deliver it to the Collierville Food
Pantry (CFP)? Fresh-picked produce is stored in a handy container you can grab on Wednesday after 11:30
am, then deliver to CFP the next morning at 8:45 am. Containers can be returned to the garden at your
convenience, or given to a crew member on Sunday. See our Garden Gurus Wendell Kruse or Dick Wieland
for more information. Donate here to help the garden grow!
Room In The Inn (RITI)
Stay tuned to find out when we will have our next Room in the Inn in conjunction with Kingsway Christian
Church. Volunteers will be needed to help serve and cleanup, and help make the sack lunches the guests
will take with them Tuesday morning, as well as to pick up sheets and towels on Tuesday to launder and
return to Kingsway within the week. If you have never participated in RITI, you will find it to be a most
meaningful experience as a volunteer. There will be other ways to help as well in November!
Collierville Connected Resource Center (CCRC) - Epiphany is a coalition partner church with the Collierville
Connected Resource Center which provides job skills training such as basic computer operation, resume assistance, help with job applications and interview skills, and offers job search tips for unemployed persons.
Without at least two volunteers present, the Center cannot open due to Safe Church practices. If you have
an hour to spare, CCRC could use your help. Hours are Tuesdays, 9 - 11:30 am and 4 - 7 pm; Thursdays 9 11:30am; Saturdays 9 -11:30 am. A one-hour light training session is provided. The CCRC is located in the
basement of Sanctuary on the Square, 104 N. Rowlett St., Collierville. See Pastor Monica to volunteer or for
more information.
Amazon Smile - Don’t forget! Sign up for Amazon Smile - 0.5% of the price of all your eligible Amazon purchases go directly to Epiphany!
Kroger Community Rewards - Click here to register with Kroger's Community Rewards program. We are
registered as Epiphany Lutheran Church, organization #39854.
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MIFA CommUNITY Days at the Garden
Certainly, a glorious day at the Epiphany Community Garden! Thanks to all our members who came out for this wonderful event which also included recognition (with a cake) of MIFA’s 50th anniversary!
A special thanks to Rick Barnard for taking many photos of the event (some of which you see here). And thanks to the
Commercial Appeal for the photo story that they published - take a look! The Collierville Chamber of Commerce also
created a wonderful video of the day with information about the garden - see it here.
By partnering with the St. Andrews congregation (including several young volunteers), a lot of work was completed, as
follows:
•
•
•
•
•

Mowed the Home Place and inside and outside the Garden area... plus weed-whacked and hand-pulled weeds
along fence lines.
Removed existing plants, loosened, added fertilizer and set seed tapes (turnip, mustard greens) in A-1,2 and C1,2,3,4,5
Pruned tomato plants and weeded in most beds
Harvested several pounds of veggies that were distributed the following week
Applied stain to wooden steps on the Gazebo

A special treat was provided by Greg and Jennifer as they assisted several adults and children in the construction of
mason bee houses.
Many thanks to all that brought goodies which added to our morning.... Again, a memorable event at the Garden, plus
we formed some new relationships with the St. Andrews Community!
Peace, Wendell Kruse
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Casserole Drive October 7
Our casserole drive for Trinity Ministries at Peace Lutheran is on Sunday October 7th. Casseroles can be homemade (in
foil pans) or purchased (ex. Stouffer's Lasagna) but must be baked, frozen for transport, and able to be reheated in the
future. Contact Jill Bryson or Jennifer Parker for more information. We will be delivering the casseroles on Monday,
October 8 - if you can assist with delivery, please contact Jennifer. Thank you!

And a good time was had by all…
Thanks to Becca Schumacher for hosting our Ladies’ Splash Party on August 31 - so much fun! And the Primer Timers
Fellowship group had a wonderful time visiting Wilson, Ark. and Dyess, the home of Johnny Cash. We had 14 in total
(Holy Apostles and Epiphany together) and learned a lot about how eastern Arkansas grew in the 1930s. . .great land
for growing rice, cotton, and soybeans.

Introducing Metanoia House…
Pastor Monica has started a new confidential “Faith Circle,” Metanoia House, for those who struggle to cope with
addiction. Metanoia House will gather twice a month on Friday evenings from 6:30 – 7:30 pm in Schaeffer Memorial
Chapel (October meetings on the 12th and 26th). Metanoia House Faith Circle gatherings are “come as you are” and all
people ages 18+ are welcome, regardless of their faith tradition. Anyone who struggles to cope with addiction, either
personally or through the addiction of a loved one, friend or colleague, is invited to join this new faith circle.
Metanoia House Gatherings will include time for prayer, Scripture, and contemplative poetry, as well as music from the
Celtic and Taizé Christian traditions. Participants may choose to share their joys and concerns in confidence, without
judgment; the circle will discuss different topics each week to discern together how to serve the world and love
neighbor within the harsh realities of addiction and its associated behaviors.
If you know of anyone who is struggling with their own addiction, or that of a loved one, please feel
free to invite them to a Metanoia House Faith Circle. More information is available by e-mailing
info@metanoiahouse.com or visiting the website or Facebook page.
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Please join us for Blessing of the Pets and Oktoberfest on October 6th!
This event is open to all in the community - please share this flyer with your friends and neighbors and invite them to
come! Why do we hold a Blessing of the Pets? Many churches in the United States celebrate the Feast of St Francis of
Assisi on October 4 each year. The feast commemorates the life of St Francis, who was born in the 12th century and is
the Catholic Church's patron saint of animals and the environment. It is a popular day for pets to be “blessed.”

Pastor Monica’s Schedule
Pastor Monica will be attending the SE Synod Leadership Convocation/Bishop meetings from October 14 - 19, 2018.
Reverend Paul White will lead a Service of the Word on Sunday, October 14th. Please leave a detailed voice message
for Pastor Monica who will return calls as quickly as possible during her absence.
From October 27 - November 3, Pastor Monica will be on a personal retreat. Please contact Reverend Paul White
during that time at 901-626-3208 for emergencies only.

Subscription to Living Lutheran Magazine
For several years, a generous donor family has provided subscriptions to the Living
Lutheran magazine for Epiphany members. The subscriptions have now expired. If you wish to
continue a subscription in your name, you may order individual subscriptions to Living Lutheran magazine by filling out the form on this website page or by calling
800-328-4648. You may also access the electronic version of the magazine (both current and
past issues) on the Living Lutheran website.
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Upcoming Events
Blessing of the Pets/Oktoberfest at the Garden
Saturday, October 6 at 4 pm

Prime Timers Fellowship
Wednesday, October 24

(See page 6)

Please join the Prime Timers group (Holy Apostles
& Epiphany) on Wednesday, October 24 for a visit
to "The Concourse,” the newly renovated Sears
warehouse and building near downtown Memphis.
Folks can either meet at Holy Apostles at 9:15 am
or meet at the Concourse at 10:00 am for a
tour. This amazing place is the product of nearly
five generations of innovators, dreamers, and
builders. It's the product of those who, in 1927,
saw the unorthodox potential in a 12-acre parcel
of land on the outskirts of Memphis, and created a
wonderful community. You can find out more
about the tenants by browsing the directory.
There are restaurants there for lunch and we expect to be back in Germantown/Collierville by
around 2:00 pm. In order to get an approximate
headcount, please let Diane or Wendell Kruse
know if you plan on coming by October 15th.

Metanoia House Faith Circle
October 12 and 26 at 6:30 pm
(See page 5)

MOE (Men of Epiphany)
Saturday, October 13
The Men of Epiphany (MOE) will meet at 8:30 am at Perkins Family Restaurant in Collierville for breakfast, fellowship and devotion. Please join us!

GOE (Gals of Epiphany)
Saturday, October 13
We continue our study of The Red Tent and the Book of
Genesis Chapters 29-35. Join us at 9 am in the Kingsway
Library and invite a friend! For more info, contact
Pastor Monica.

All Saints Sunday November 4, 2018
On All Saints Sunday, November 4, 2018, we will be reading aloud
the names of all our loved ones who have died in the last twelve
months. Please e-mail Carol Webster the names of those
individuals you want to remember by no later than
October 29, 2018.

Save the Date
Congregational
Meeting
December 2nd
After Worship!

Thanks to all
who brought
canned hams
for the Collierville
Food Pantry
on September 23rd!

Please plan on attending our Congregational Meeting
on December 2nd immediately following the worship
service. We will hold elections to fill council vacancies (if you are interested in serving, please contact
Carol Rife or Martha Garner) and approve the proposed 2019 Ministry Funding Plan.
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October 2018 Calendar of Events
(Please check our calendar online for the most up-to-date information)
Wed 10/3

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sat 10/6

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place
4 pm - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday
Pet Blessing/Oktoberfest

Sun 10/7

9:15 am - Kingsway Christian Church
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Adult Sunday School
20th Sunday after Pentecost - Worship & Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship

Wed 10/10

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday
Primer Timers Fellowship

Fri 10/12

4 - 6 pm - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
6:30 pm - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Kee/Long Wedding Rehearsal (Pastor Monica)
Metanoia House Reconciliation & Recovery Worship Service

Sat 10/13

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place
8:30 am - Perkins Restaurant
9 am - Kingsway Library
5 - 8 pm - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Epiphany Community Garden Workday
Men of Epiphany (MOE)
Gals of Epiphany (GOE)
Kee/Long Wedding (Pastor Monica)

10/14 10/19

Pastor Monica attends Pastor Monica attends SE Synod
Leadership Convocation/Bishop meetings

Sun 10/14

9:15 am - Kingsway Christian Church
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Adult Sunday School
21st Sunday after Pentecost - Service of the Word
Coffee Fellowship

Tues 10/16

7 pm - Kingsway Boardroom

Church Council Meeting

Wed 10/17

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sat 10/20

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sun 10/21

9:15 am - Kingsway Christian Church
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Adult Sunday School
22nd Sunday after Pentecost - Worship & Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship

Wed 10/24

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Fri 10/26

6:30 pm Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Metanoia House Reconciliation & Recovery Worship Service

10/27 - 11/3

Pastor Monica on retreat

Sat 10/27

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sun 10/28

9:15 am - Kingsway Christian Church
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Adult Sunday School
23rd Sunday after Pentecost/Reformation Sunday
Service of the Word (Please wear RED!)
Coffee Fellowship

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Wed 10/31
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October 2018 Worship Servants
Assisting Minister

10/7

10/14

10/21

John Crossmock

John Garner

Lector

10/28

Adam Waddell

Greeter/Usher

Ed & Becca Schumacher

Com Assistant

Twila Hooverson

N/A

N/A

Com Linens

Twila Hooverson

N/A

N/A

Coffee

Dan & Pat Marzahl

Vicki Scherf

Dick & Joann Wieland

John & Lori Crossmock

Council Host

Martha Garner

Carol Rife

Carol Rife

Dan Scherf

Council Money

Jennifer Parker

Chris Kelyman

Wendell Kruse

Ed Schumacher

Altar Setup
Please sign up for worship services at least four weeks in advance if
possible so that we know where to fill in as needed. If you have not yet
used the system, here are complete instructions on how to use
SignUp Genius and download the mobile app to your phone. You may also
sign up at church (lists will be available through the end of 2018). If you
have any questions, or need help signing up, please contact Carol
Webster.

Worship Servant Sign-Up

Partnering with Christ to Renew Lives

Epiphany Lutheran Church
Worship Location
Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
7887 Poplar Ave.
Germantown, TN 38138
Mailing Address
PO Box 1805
Collierville, TN 38027

Rev. Monica Weber
Phone
Email
Website
Facebook
Twitter

pastormonicaepiphanylutheran@gmail.com
901-861-6227
info@epiphanylu.org
www.epiphanylu.org
www.Facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheran
www.twitter.com/epiphanycville
www.twitter.com/pastormonicaweb
https://www.instagram.com/epiphanylutherancollierville

Instagram
YouTube
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