
President’s Corner 
 
 
This week let’s continue our journey of exploring some of the many UUCGT 
committees by spotlighting the Local Community Needs Committee.  This is a quiet 
group about which not much is generally heard.  Their mission is to distribute funds 
collected from our congregation to have an impact on the community via providing 
funds to nonprofit agencies, religious organizations, charities and other community 
groups in the area.   
 
This committee of 5 is currently comprised of Liz Bruning, Committee Chair, Joan 
Sheard, Shari Cope, Karl Kristen and Chris Walter.  The committee meets 
quarterly, having just met last week.  The next meeting is scheduled for January 
20th although more frequent meetings are currently under consideration.   
 

   
 
  Joan Sheard, Local Community Needs Committee Member 

 
At the last meeting funds were designated for release to: 
 
Safe Harbor ($600); 
Empty Bowls Table ($250); 
Laundry Project ($500); 
Commission on Aging ($500 for heating assistance); and 
Northwest Michigan Community Action ($500 for emergency assistance fund).    
 
In the first 2 quarters, funding was provided to some 12 other organizations 
engaged in providing food and shelter, health assistance and three miscellaneous 
groups such as the Commission of Aging, The Rock of Kingsley and the Laundry 
Project.  So far this year we have donated over $9,000 to our local community. 
 
This charitable process begins at Sunday Services when Rabbi Chava so smoothly 
transitions our attention from spiritual teachings to the spiritual act of 
giving….giving not only to replenish our own coffers, but also to donate to the 



welfare of others in our local vicinity who are in need.  She explains that the 
collection baskets have 2 sides.  One is for our own needs and the other is 
designated to be donated to our community…and never the twain shall meet.  The 
Congregational Care Team receives 25% of the donations in the Community 
Needs side, and those funds are used to fulfill their mission in house.  The 
remaining 75% is given to the Local Community Needs Committee for quarterly 
distribution.  Recipients and amounts to be donated are based on written requests 
from various agencies as well as on recommendations by committee members.   
 
Just for fun, let’s review some frequently asked questions about this giving 
program: 
 
First, yes, the UUCGT is tax exempt, but we are not prohibited from donating to 
other tax exempt organizations.  In fact, it is not only possible but routine for non-
profits to donate to other non-profits.   
 
And another issue around which questions are asked is if donations to the 
Community Needs side of the basket are tax deductible.  The answer to that is 
YES.  But, if you wish to have your donation recognized as tax exempt you must 
leave a paper trail...usually in the form of a check made out to UUCGT.   
 
Your donation, whether it be cash or check, will be deposited to the Community 
Needs section of our accounting documents and distributions to any and all 
Community Needs fund recipients will be given in the name of the UUCGT, not by 
individual donors. 
 
Congregants can be of service to this committee and the community at large by 
contributing to the Community Needs side of the collection basket.   
 
In addition, if you learn of a worthy local organization or project in need of some 
financial assistance, please contact one of the committee members to suggest 
they explore donating to the cause you have identified. 
 
 
Now, let’s consider the impact of this important committee and their good work.  
Clearly, it is a goal of this congregation to interact with and support unmet needs 
in our local community.  Identifying and providing financial assistance to groups 
struggling to do good work not only builds our community from within, it also serves 
to make our commitment to social involvement visible to all our neighbors while it 
builds our internal sense of community as a caring, compassionate and involved 
agent of change in our locality.   
 
 
Peace in your hearts, 
Linda 


