
Academic Strategy and Writing Workshops – Fall 2016  

International learning environments can be dynamic settings where students and teachers learn from 
and with each other.  But new environments can create challenges.  The Public Health and 
Professional Degree Programs are committed to making your Tufts graduate experience as positive 
as possible. We have put together a series of workshops that you might find beneficial.  These free, 
not for credit sessions will address a range of topics, and will provide a place to learn how get the 
most out of your academic experience, ask questions and share classroom experiences.   

Each session will meet for 3 hours on Fridays on the Health Sciences campus.  Priority will be 
given to those who register for all 6 workshops.  To register visit: 
https://tufts.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_08QcP6ZPoEkfXpz or click here 
 
Session 1, September 23, 10 am – 1 pm: Expectations in US Higher Education 
Every culture has particular expectations of what university students should know and be able to 
do. We will look at the US educational system, and how students are expected to think and 
communicate. At the end of this session, you will better understand the essential skills your 
professors expect you to develop, and why they value those skills. Throughout, we will explore 
differences and similarities between the US approach and the ones in your home countries.  
 
Session 2, September 30, 10 am – 1 pm – Working in Groups  
Class assignments at Tufts often require both independent and group work, and professors expect 
collaboration. This can be challenging for students not accustomed to it. There are many different 
ways you can contribute to group work, and by the end of this session, you will have learned some 
effective strategies for working more comfortably and capably on group assignments.  

 
Session 3, October 7, 10 am – 1 pm – Reading and Note-Taking 
You will read a lot for your classes, and listen to plenty of lectures. If English is not your first 
language, this can be especially tough and time-consuming. Professors expect students not only to 
understand the material, but to think critically about it. By the end of this session, you will be aware 
of more strategies to help you become a more active and effective reader, listener, and thinker. 

 
Session 4, October 14, 10 am – 1 pm -  Writing Research Papers, part I 
Session 5, October 28, 10 am – 1 pm -  Writing Research Papers, part II* 
Professors sometimes have to struggle to understand their students’ papers, and this is not good for 
you nor for them! These two sessions will clarify the goals, structure, and styles professors expect 
from your research papers and other written assignments. By the end of these sessions, you will 
know more about how to identify a good research topic, structure your writing, express your ideas 
and those of other scholars, and communicate more clearly in written English.  

 
Session 6, November 4, 10 am – 1 pm – Mystery Session (to be determined by student requests) 
 
* We will not meet on October 21! 
 

Janet Kaplan Bucciarelli (pronounced Boo-Cha-Relli), the workshop facilitator, is an 
experienced educator who has spent many years in higher educational settings. She has 
lived, studied, and taught English in and outside of the US (France, Japan, and 
Mexico), and she knows the joys and challenges of living and studying in a foreign 
country. Janet is currently working on her PhD in adult learning and development.  


