
For those of 
you who 
guessed  
‘Chris 
McClurg,’ you 
would be correct! 

 

I understand that September is a 28th marriage 
anniversary month for you.  How did you and your 
spouse meet?   

My wife and I met in high school. She was a freshman 
and I was a junior. We dated throughout high school and 
got married when I arrived at my active duty station (Ft. 
Bragg, NC). Our son was born shortly after that. After 2 
years in the Army, we returned to our hometown. We’ve 
been married 28 years (as of September 2, 2016). For 
our anniversary, we try to have dinner with a young 
couple and provide “wisdom” regarding marriage, family, 
etc. This year we had dinner (at Chops) with a recently 
married couple.   

Any special plans for this anniversary? We are going to Jamaica in October as a 
belated celebration. 

What is this about you jumping out of perfectly well 
functioning planes & helicopters?  

In the Army, pay isn’t spectacular. But, if you are on 
jump status, you receive an extra amount as “jump 
pay.” When you are newly married, have a child, and 
don’t make much to begin with, you’ll jump out of 
perfectly functioning planes for a few extra bucks. It 
is quite exhilarating as well. I feel blessed to be able 
to have served my Country in any way possible. 



What was your first jump like?  

The first jump isn’t bad. You are so nervous (and it’s so 
controlled), that you don’t really have time (or sense) to be 
scared. It is the jumps that come later where you’ve had a 
chance to reflect on the multitude of dangers associated with 
static line jump. You see a few really bad accidents, and it 
all starts to sink in. The military does such a fantastic job at 
training and safety precautions, it is about as safe as is 
humanly possible. 

What part of the Army were you in that required jump 
school? 

I spent 2 years active duty at Ft. Bragg, NC, in the 18th Airborne Corp. I was a cannon 
crewmember on a 155mm M198 Howitzer. These are conventional weapons systems 
which can be deployed by helicopter (Chinooks), and aircraft. While they are 
conventionally driven to a location (towed by truck), in certain “hasty” situations, they 
are dropped in by aircraft (and you get to drop in as well). 

Do you encourage others to try sky diving?  

While I understand the thrill behind skydiving, I do not encourage this by civilians. While 
there are likely many well-run jump schools, the inherent risk associated with is activity 
is so high, I do not feel the reward is high enough. I would never jump from any civilian 
aircraft.  

You have also been involved in training for 
emergency responses here in Gwinnett. could you 
tell us about that and your Citizens’ Fire Academy 
experience. 

I have always tried to be involved in my community 
and have recently attended and completed both 
the Community Emergency Response Team 
training (12 week). It is put on a few times a year 
(Gwinnett EMS and other County agencies), is 
free, and is an amazing experience. It prepares 
you to be a first responder to community 
emergencies, as well as provide basic life-saving 
skills. I am also a recent graduate of Gwinnett 
Citizens Fire Academy. It is a similar program, but 
focuses on technical aspects of fire and EMS 
services. I was able to get geared up and do 
search and rescue, burn-building exercises, and 
basic life saving techniques. Both programs are 



well worth the time if you want these skills (and be an asset to the community in 
emergency situations). 

Rumor also has it that you have a 
passion for coaching youth football?  

If I could pay my bills by doing that, I 
would. From a selfish perspective, it 
allows me to escape from some of the 
less desirable aspects of being a trial 
lawyer. From the player’s perspective, 
it allows me to engage, influence, and 
shape kids’ attitudes, principles, and 
behaviors. 

  

Any particular age bracket?  

I have coached all the way through 8th grade, but prefer the 8, 9, and 10 year old kids. 
They are at such impressionable ages, they are like sponges when it comes to 
information, and tend to be very receptive to both on and off the field guidance. They 
are just so happy and full of life. 

  

What impact on your players do you try to make other than just those on the playing 
field?  

I see my role as a coach as an opportunity to embed life skills into the players. I use 
football as a metaphor for many things that they will experience and encounter in life. I 
focus as much on their attitude, behavior at home and school, interaction with 
teammates, opponents, and referees, as football skills. We discuss the importance of 
education, behavior at school, respecting their parents (and teammates), honesty, 
personal responsibility, and teamwork. It is one of the most satisfying things to hear a 
kid you coached has gone on to do great things. When you see the kids as juniors and 
seniors in high school and they call you “coach,” it is gratifying beyond words.  

 

 

Thank you, Chris McClurg. Most interesting. WD 


