
 
 

The Everding Distinguished Lectureship Program welcomes 
Dr. Tinyiko Maluleke  

for two lectures at Saint John’s Cathedral 
 

Wednesday, November 8, 2017 at 7:00pm 
  

"I Am Prepared to Die" 
Nelson Mandela and the Practice of Hope and Integrity 

 
Abstract 
If we were to peel through the onion-like layers of our admiration for Nelson Mandela what would we find at the 
core? I suggest that we would find a set of questions. What kept Mandela hopeful and energetic all through the 
dark days of the struggle against Apartheid? Where did Mandela get the courage to make the daring speech in 
April, 1964 before a 'white man's court' which had the power to sentence him to death? 
 

"During my lifetime I have dedicated myself to this struggle of the African people.  I have fought against 
white domination, and I have fought against black domination.  I have cherished the ideal of a 
democratic and free society in which all persons live together in harmony and with equal opportunities.  
It is an ideal which I hope to live for and achieve. But if needs be, it is an ideal for which I am prepared 
to die". 

 
Where did Mandela learn and acquire the spiritual tenacity that kept him sane, hopeful and forgiving while in 
prison for 27 years?  Where and how did he learn not to be consumed by rancor and the spirit of revenge, both 
during but also after his incarceration?  We believe that the answer to these and similar questions lie as much in 
his spiritual philosophy as it did in his political philosophy. In this lecture we will briefly examine the shape and 
form of the spirituality that nurtured and sustained Nelson Mandela - something we tentatively call an Afro-
Christian spirituality. We shall also explore the possible relevance of elements of this spirituality for the USA. 
 

Sunday, November 12, 2017 at 2:00pm 
 

Desmond Tutu and The Quest for Racial Forgiveness  
in South Africa and the USA 

 
Abstract 
There is overwhelming evidence that when Desmond Tutu accepted the role of chairperson of the South African 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission, it was for him much more than the acceptance of a presidential 
appointment. He saw it as an opportunity to ritualize, exemplify and advocate the power of forgiveness and 
reconciliation in the building of nation and community.  Above all, he probably saw it as a culmination of a 
lifetime of preaching and modeling of forgiveness. Racial forgiveness and harmony occupies a particularly 
special place in Tutu's thinking. This lecture will explore the sources and main tenets of Desmond Tutu's 
theology of forgiveness. Of particular interest will be the implications of Tutu's theology for race and gender 
relations in South Africa and the USA today. 
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Dr Tinyiko Maluleke is a leading South African theologian. While his substantive 
position is that of Professor of Theology at the University of Pretoria, he currently 
serves as Advisor to the Principal and Vice Chancellor of the same university. His 
research interest and expertise include: religion and politics, religion and culture, 
religion in literature, and black and African theologies as well as African women’s 
theology.  
 

He has published more than 90 papers in peer 
reviewed journals as well as dozens of opinion pieces 
on the critical social, political and religious issues of our 
time. An elected member of the Academy of Science for 
South Africa, Maluleke is also an international level 
researcher of the South African National Research 
Foundation. 
  
He has been a visiting professor, guest lecturer or 
research fellow at several institutions including the 
following: Hamburg University (Germany), Johannes 
Gutenberg University (Germany), Columbia Seminary in 
Decatur (USA), University of Nairobi (Kenya), University 
of Botswana (Botswana), University of Vienna (Austria), 
Duke University (USA), Haverford College (USA), 
Vienna University (Austria) Lund University (Sweden), 
University of Lausanne, Switzerland and University of 
Swaziland (Swaziland). 

 
Dr Maluleke is a regular columnist for two weekly South African newspapers, namely, 
The Mail and Guardian and The Sunday Independent.  
 
The Everding Distinguished Lectureship Program:  
Established through a gift from Prof. H. Edward and Lee Palmer Everding, this endowed lectureship is a project 
of the Iliff School of Theology and Saint John’s Cathedral aimed at enhancing interfaith dialogue and inter-
religious learning throughout the community through annual lectures from outstanding visiting teachers. 
	

http://www.iliff.edu/
http://sjcathedral.org/

