DELAYED ANNUAL DINNER
IS ON THE HORIZON

George Althoff
Executive Director

The long-awaited return of the
Baraboo Area Chamber of Com-
merce Annual Dinner was supposed
to be last month. But as was commu-
nicated in early January, the event
was postponed due to concerns over
COVID, most notably the omicron
variant. We are cautiously optimistic
that the event — now scheduled for
Thursday, Feb. 24
at the Baraboo Arts
Banquet and Con-
vention Center — will
be a grand affair
that brings together
more than 200 of our
intrepid members,
partners and supporters.

We intend to take all the necessary
precautions to make this event suc-
cessful and safe. We will encourage
people to wear masks when appro-
priate. Hand sanitizer will be avail-
able. People who aren't feeling 100
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percent will be advised to stay home.
We know that some people may
choose not to attend regardless of the
precautions we take. We understand
and respect that thought process.

Given the number of registrants
we had for the postponed date, it
is evident the desire for a return to
normalcy is strong among our mem-
bers. They want to come together to
celebrate the successes of the Cham-
ber and the area business communi-
ty. They want to salute the recipients
of the business awards that will be
bestowed this year — for Business
of the Year, Tourism, Community
Service and Rising Star. (Teaser: The
recipients have already been chosen,
but it’s a secret.)

If you've already registered for the
dinner, your registration is still valid.
If you haven't already done so, you
can register here. Seating is limited.

We are pleased that all of our food
and beverage partners were able to
accommodate the rescheduled date.
We have an outstanding cross-sec-

tion of eating establishments that will
be serving food at the dinner — Tum-
bled Rock Brewery and Kitchen, Las
Milpas Restaurant, Relish Tray Bistro
and Speakeasy, Con Amici and Gem
City Saloon. Four Baraboo drinking
establishments will be providing
some of their signature beverages —
Driftless Glen Distillery, Al. Ringling
Brewery, Balanced Rock Winery and
Tumbled Rock Brewery and Kitch-
en (yup, they’re bringing food and
drink!) Top it off with delicious des-
serts from Neat-O’s Bake Shoppe and
no one should go away disappointed.

So, keep your appetite whetted and
your fingers crossed. We hope to see
you at the Chamber Annual Dinner
on Feb. 24.
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RIBBON CUTTING: FIRESIDE NUTRITION

The Chamber is happy to welcome Fireside Nutrition as a new member! Fireside now offers healthy shakes and energizing teas

from its new location at 507 Linn St. in West Baraboo. It's open from 7-1 weekdays and 9-1Saturdays.

RIBBON CUTTING:
EVERLASTING REJUVENATIONS

Everlasting

Rejuvenations
has relocated

to 507 Linn
St. in West
Baraboo and
has joined the
Chamber!

Mary Boyd
offers cos-
metic and
personal
care services
that include
eyelash
extensions,
permanent
makeup, body
contouring
and cellulite
slimming
treatments.



https://www.facebook.com/FiresideNutritionBaraboo
https://www.facebook.com/everlastingrejuvenations
https://www.facebook.com/everlastingrejuvenations

AMBASSADORS CLUB HOLIDAY PARTY

The Chamber's Ambassadors
Club held its Holiday Party on
January 10 at Ringling House Bed
& Breakfast.

This annual favorite featured a
delicious spread of food from
Pizza Ranch, beverages provided
by the B&B and by Schaaf’s Tap,
and the always-entertaining
White Elephant gift exchange.
Not to mention the monthly
business meeting and a tour of
the historic Ringling home.

White Elephant gifts ranged from
a COVID survival package (at
left) featuring adult beverages
and self-care items, to a box of
crayons. The Ambassadors White
Elephant gift exchange is like a
box of chocolates ... which, by the
way, was another one of the gifts!

This month, the Ambassadors
will meet Monday, February 28 at
608 Axe Throwing.




Job Center hiring event March 3 at Ho-Chunk

The Department of Workforce De-
velopment will host an in-person hiring
event March 3 at Ho-Chunk Gaming.

The event will be held in the Lower
Ballroom on Thursday, March 3 from 1-4
p.m. For more information, complete this
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registration form. Space is limited, and is  spot interviews during the event.
available on a first-reserved basis. The event fee is $150. Electrical service
The Sauk County Job Center is using is available for an additional $20 to be
this event to better connect with the local  taken care of the day of the event.
job-seeker population. One way it’s doing For information, email DETWDA10
this is by having employers offer on-the-  BusinessServices@dwd.wisconsin.gov

Em

Business After 5 at DEZ Tactical Arms

5-7 p.m. Monday, February 7
DEZ Tactical Arms

Network with fellow Chamber members over snacks and drinks, and enjoy a tour of DEZ Tactical
Arms from the Zawistowskis! REGISTER HERE

Lunch & Learn seminar featuring Sierra Space

Thursday, February 17 from noon to 1 p.m.
Visitor Center conference room

Do you know there is rocket science going on in our back yard? Sierra Space will provide a com-
pany overview focusing on innovative and low-cost boost propulsion systems. The design team
is located in Madison, but engine testing occurs at the Badger Propulsion Test Facility right next
door to Baraboo. Eat lunch and learn about state-of-the-art testing of propulsion systems for
civil, commercial space and military operations. REGISTER HERE

Board of Directors meeting

Monday, February 21 from noon to 1p.m.
Visitor Center

Board members, please mark your calendars for the 21st if you haven't already, as President
Raegen will lead our February Board of Directors meeting in person in the Visitor Center's con-
ference room.

Annual Dinner and Celebration

6-9 p.m. Thursday, February 24
Baraboo Arts Banquet & Convention Center

Please join the Baraboo Area Chamber of Commerce for our Annual Dinner & Celebration.
Mingle with fellow Chamber members, enjoy delicious food, honor award recipients, review 2021
and see what we have in store for 2022. REGISTER HERE

Ambassadors Club meeting

Monday, February 28 at 5:30 p.m.
608 Axe Throwing

Join us at 608 Axe throwing for the February business meeting of the Ambassadors, where we'll
discuss prospective members and upcoming Chamber events. Then we'll throw some axes
around. What could go wrong?

Business After 5 at Relish Tray

5-7 p.m. Monday, March 14
Relish Tray Bistro and Speakeasy

Network with fellow Chamber members over snacks and drinks, and check out the delectable
treats available at the Relish Tray Bistro and Speakeasy! REGISTER HERE


http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=t4wi7yiab&oeidk=a07ej0fca3v94c0fc33
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https://www.scwijobs.com/business-services

New tool to help region
improve Internet infrastructure

The Madison Region Economic
Partnership is pleased to announce its
MadREP Broadband Speed Test initiative.

The tool will show participants what
their current internet speeds are while
collecting necessary data for the Madi-
son Region to pursue better broadband
infrastructure in the areas identified as
underserved. Residents are encouraged to
complete speed tests both at home and at
work.

“Access to broadband is vital for
economic success,” says MadREP Presi-
dent & CEO Jason M. Fields. “This is an
infrastructure issue that has been affect-
ing underserved areas in both urban and
rural communities for too long now. It’s
time to get in the game!”

MadREP’s Broadband Speed Test
initiative is an end result of reviewing
broadband grant opportunities that
became available to communities in the
last two years. “It became clear that the

Test your Internet speed

Madison Region residents should
test their Internet speed at:
madisonregion.org/broadband

communities that had already produced
detailed connection speed maps were in
the best position to be awarded grants,”
says MadREP VP of Talent & Education
Gene Dalhoff. “As a result, those commu-
nities that had not mapped their connec-
tion speeds were left even further behind.
We want to help bridge the gap between
those communities that have reliable
broadband and those that do not. The
first step to doing that is to map connec-
tion speeds throughout our eight-county
region”

The speed test tool will enable MadREP

to provide more detail than is currently
available on existing maps, some of which
only show Internet speeds by census
blocks. This can be misleading, as a high-
speed connection for one address may be
applied to a large area even though other
nearby addresses may have poor connec-
tions.

“We need more mapping detail for the
Madison Region to qualify for funding
and programs to improve internet access
in underserved communities,” said Fields.
“That is integral to growing the economy
across our entire region.”

MadRERP is asking their partners in
municipalities, community organizations,
business groups, chambers of commerce,
education advocates, health care organi-
zations and trade groups to promote this
initiative widely in their networks so the
Region can obtain the support necessary
to help expand opportunities for resi-
dents.


https://www.fairfieldhillsgolfcourse.com/
http://madisonregion.org/industry-and-innovation/broadband/







