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National Distracted Driving Awareness Month 
Alcohol Awareness Month 

Irritable Bowel Syndrome Awareness Month 
National Autism Awareness Month 

National Child Abuse Prevention Month 
National Donate Life Month 

National Facial Protection Month 
National Interprofessional Health Care Month 

National Minority Health Month 
Occupational Therapy Month 

Oral Cancer Awareness Month 

Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month of Action 

Sports Eye Safety Month 
Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI) Awareness 

Month 
Women’s Eye Health and Safety Month 
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National Autism Awareness Month 

Autism spectrum disorders (ASDs) refer to a group of developmental disabilities that vary in severity and affect socialization, 
communication and other behaviors in those that have them. Researchers are still currently searching for answers, as the 
exact causes of ASDs remain unknown. However, experts agree that there is no link between vaccines and developing an 
ASD. According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), vaccine ingredients do not cause autism. 

In honor of National Autism Awareness Month, take some time to familiarize yourself with the three types of ASDs: 

• Autistic disorder is characterized by impaired social interaction, communication issues (including problems with 
language), and unusual, repetitive or severely limited activities and interests. People with this disorder also 
often have intellectual disabilities. 

• Asperger’s syndrome is often associated with some of the symptoms of autistic disorder, but they are less 
severe. While problems with socializing and unusual behaviors and interests are not uncommon, Asperger’s 
syndrome is not associated with language difficulties or intellectual disability. 

• Pervasive developmental disorder-not otherwise specified (PDD-NOS) is a term used to describe individuals who 
display only some of the signs of autistic disorder or Asperger’s syndrome. These individuals’ symptoms are 
often milder and only affect socialization and communication. 
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http://www.nsc.org/learn/NSC-Initiatives/Pages/distracted-driving-awareness-month.aspx
http://www.ncadd.org/
http://www.aboutibs.org/site/about-ibs/april-ibs-awareness-month
http://www.autism-society.org/get-involved/national-autism-awareness-month/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/preventing/preventionmonth/
http://www.organdonor.gov/
http://www.aaoms.org/
http://www.napractice.org/Advocacy/National-Interprofessional-Health-Care-Month
http://www.minorityhealth.hhs.gov/
http://www.aota.org/
http://www.oralcancer.org/
https://www.rainn.org/index.php
http://www.nsvrc.org/
http://www.geteyesmart.org/eyesmart/injuries/index.cfm
http://www.ashasexualhealth.org/sexually-transmitted-infections-awareness-month/
http://www.ashasexualhealth.org/sexually-transmitted-infections-awareness-month/
http://www.preventblindness.org/
http://www.nationalsave.org/
http://www.nationalsave.org/
http://www.nationalsave.org/
http://www.nphw.org/
http://www.nphw.org/
http://www.nsvrc.org/saam/current-campaign/day-of-action
http://www.nsvrc.org/saam/current-campaign/day-of-action
http://www.nsvrc.org/saam/current-campaign/day-of-action
http://www.who.int/world-health-day/en/
http://www.mentalhealthscreening.org/events/national-alcohol-screening-day.aspx
http://www.mentalhealthscreening.org/events/national-alcohol-screening-day.aspx
http://amplifyyourvoice.org/nyhaad
http://amplifyyourvoice.org/nyhaad
http://amplifyyourvoice.org/nyhaad
http://www.everykidhealthyweek.org/
http://www.everykidhealthyweek.org/
http://www.resolve.org/national-infertility-awareness-week/home-page.html
http://www.resolve.org/national-infertility-awareness-week/home-page.html
http://www.resolve.org/national-infertility-awareness-week/home-page.html
http://www.who.int/campaigns/immunization-week
http://www.who.int/campaigns/immunization-week
http://www.comomeningitis.org/news-and-events/world-meningitis-day/
http://www.comomeningitis.org/news-and-events/world-meningitis-day/
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/events/niiw/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/events/niiw/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/events/niiw/index.html

