
March 22, 2018 
6 Nisan 5778 
 
Dear Beth Emet Youth Community:     
  
We would like to inform you that Abigail Backer, Director of Youth Programs, will be leaving 
Beth Emet this summer to pursue her master’s degree in social work. She has been at Beth 
Emet for the last four years as a teacher of Chavayah, seventh and eighth grades and as our 
Director of Youth Programs. There is no doubt that our youth and their parents have benefitted 
from her leadership, compassion, insightfulness, teaching and organizational abilities. Abby has 
brought a passion for social justice, led our teens on an experience to the Mexico-Texas border, 
and assisted our congregation in its work on Sanctuary. Fortunately, although Abby will be a 
full-time student, she is remaining in the Chicago-area and will continue to be actively involved 
in the Beth Emet community and supporting our youth programs.  
  
We have begun to network to identify the next Director of Youth Programs, and we will involve 
our parent and youth community as the process moves along. Our youth programs have grown 
and deepened over the past four years during Abby’s tenure, and Abby has committed to work 
on a smooth transition to ensure that our widely acclaimed youth programs remain strong. We 
are grateful for her involvement and plan to have her back as often as circumstances permit to 
help us learn and inspire us. 
 
  
There will be several opportunities for our community to extend our appreciation to Abby at our 
end-of-year events, and should you be interested in participating in the planning these 
celebration moments, please contact Marci Dickman. Beth Emet remains committed to our 
youth programs and we intend to move from strength to strength. 
 
Wishing you and your family a very happy and engaging Passover.   
  
L'Shalom, 

 
Rabbi Andrea London           Marci Dickman, Director of Lifelong Learning. 
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