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PAST POTENTATES

     Thank you for the incredible honor and faith that you have bestowed upon 
me to serve as your Potentate for 2017. I am humbled by the outpouring of 
support and indeed privileged to serve you, the Nobility of Al Menah Shrine.  
I pledge to represent you, our fraternity and our Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren to the best of my ability.  
     I want to thank Illustrious Sir Jeff Head and Lady Kim on a great year. I 
would also like to thank the other previous leaders of our temple that have dedi-
cated their time, talents and leadership to keep Al Menah moving forward.
     Lady Tracy and I will endeavor to make 2017 a fun year and hopefully a 
very prosperous year with the help of each and every one of you. We can’t do 
it without you!  Our theme for the year is “Pride, Passion and Purpose”. Let us 
each be mindful of the Pride we have in our hearts to be a Shriner. Let us be 
ever mindful of the Passion we have for our Shrine Children. And lastly, let us 
rededicate ourselves to the Purpose of Al Menah Shrine Center, the greatest 
Shrine Temple in all of North America!  
     Our priority is and always should be Membership. Without it, we cannot 
continue to help our Shrine Children at the capacity we’ve been used to. I 
challenge each of you to bring in a new Noble in 2017. We have membership 
tools available to assist you with this task at no cost and we have a Member-
ship Team willing to help with any questions you might have.
     Some changes are coming and the Divan and I hope that you will accept 
these with a positive outlook and an open mind. The main change will be our 
Shriner News Publication. This will be mailed out to the Nobility quarterly. 
It has been and will continue to be delivered to you electronically as part of 
the Potentate’s Sunday e-mail as a link. This will be a substantial savings and 
a necessary one for the operating expenses for Al Menah. Our calendar book 
will be available very soon and all events and activities will be communicated.  
     I would like to welcome our Oriental Guide, Donnie Drayton and Lady 
Kay to our Divan.  The Divan is excited and looking forward to an outstand-
ing 2017 year at Al Menah. Our door is always open to suggestions and ideas 
to help Al Menah grow and be productive. We pledge to work with you and 
for you. Lady Tracy and I wish you a Happy and Prosperous New Year and 
we look forward to seeing you at the upcoming events.  

Yours in the Faith,
Frank Hester

Potentate
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From the desk of...
CHIEF RABBAN� ���������������������������������

          I would like to thank all of the nobles 
for all of their hard work in making 
2016 a great year for Al Menah. 
Thank you to Jeff & Kim Head 
for their friendship through the 
years. I also would like to thank 
the Nobility for allowing me to 

serve in 2016 and I am looking 
forward to serving each of you in the 

upcoming years. I am also looking for-
ward to working with the Unit Captains of 2017! 
     Al Menah Units and Clubs had some great Christmas 
parties and thank you for the invites to be able to par-
take in the fun and festivities. 
     In closing, let’s make 2017 a great year for Al Menah 
Temple. From my house to yours, I wish you a Happy 
New Year!

Chief Rabban
Horace Perkins III

Stockings have been put away and the 
tree is gone for the year. We have 
consumed loads of calories in those 
Christmas goodies so it is time to 
start taking them off by getting 
hard at work at our Shrine Center! 
     Thanks to all of you for your 

support these last two years and I 
would like to extend my appreciation 

for my election as your Assistant Rabban 
for 2017. Your leadership team encourages your input, 
suggestions, and ideas for your Shrine Center as well 
as ways to greater help our Hospital kids. Big, small, or 
even off the wall-we welcome them all!
     Lady Beth and I enjoyed being with many of you 
during the parades and gatherings during the Holiday 
season and wish for all of you a wonderful and prosper-
ous New Year!

Asst. Rabban
Randy Williams

ASSISTANT RABBAN�������������������������������

Nobles, I came home from the 
election and my daughter asked 
how it went. I said, “I was 
elected OG tonight.”  With a 
frown on her face she asked, 
“What’s that?”  Before I 
could answer she looked it 

up on urban Dictionary - OG 
definition- original gangster or 

OGG - person socially retarded 
at the bottom of the social ladder, making them 
complete losers, or Og the caveman.  My daughter 
studied the definitions and decided I was certainly 
qualified for the job...  Thank you for your support 
this year.  We have a lot of work to do and I look 
forward to the challenge.

			   Thanks again, 

Oriental Guide
Donnie Drayton

ORIENTAL GUIDE_______________________________

Lady Kim and I wish everyone a 
happy and prosperous new year! 
I would like to give a big thanks 
to Ill. Sir Jeff Head and Lady 
Kim on a great year! 
     We would like to 
congratulate Ill. Frank Hester 

and Lady Tracy along with 
the rest of the Divan on being 

elected. We look forward to another 
great year and pledge our support. Congratulations 
and welcome to our newly elected Oriental Guide 
Donnie Drayton and Lady Kay.
     I would like to say thanks to everyone for their 
support and confidence in moving myself up to the 
position of High Priest and Prophet for 2017. I will 
continue to work and serve all the Nobility to the best 
of my ability. It is great to be a part of the best Shrine 
Temple in the world and together we can make it 
grow and prosper.
� High Priest and Prophet,

Scott Jones  

HIGH PRIEST AND PROPHET_______________________
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  IMPORTANT NOTICE From The Recorders  Desk..........�
The Shriner Newsletter will be delivered quarterly by mail this year. It will 
be available electronically each month (with the exception of June and 
July) through a link in the weekly Potentate’s message sent by email.  If you 

do not receive the weekly email, please contact the Shrine Office at  
615-226-7766 or email at temple@almenahshriners.org.
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  Notices...............................................................................

Important: 
Potentate’s Ball 
Announcement!
The hospitality for the Potentate’s Ball 
will again be held at The Clarion Hotel, 
211 North First Street, Nashville. If you 
would like to book a room for either 
April 7th, 8th or both, it is imperative 
that you call now to make your 
reservations.  The phone number is  
615-254-1551 and you can ask for “Al 
Menah Temple Shriners Block.”  The 
rate is $129.00 per night.  The deadline 
for reservations is 2/6/17 which is 
prior to the invitations going out.  If 
you book now and need to cancel later, 
there is no charge if done by 3/24/17.  
The hotel has a stringent cutoff date 
and therefore we urge you to get your 
reservations now.

Frank Hester, 
Potentate

Upcoming Events
(as of this publication)

JANUARY 2017�
Sat 1/14	 Ambassador & Driver’s Meeting  
	 & Tabloid Pic, 9:00 a.m.
Sat 1/21	 East / West Shrine Game,  
	 St. Petersburg, Florida
Sat 1/28	 Hillbilly Degree, 3:00 p.m.

FEBRUARY 2017�
Sun, 2/5	 Super Bowl Party, Time TBD
Sat 2/11	 Valentine Dinner and Dance, 5:30 p.m. 
Tue 2/14	 VALENTINE’S DAY 
Sat 2/18	 DeMolay Sweetheart Dinner/Dance, 
	 6:00 p.m. 

MARCH 2017�
Fri/Sat 3/3-4	 York Rite Festival
Fri 3/17	 ST. PATRICK’S DAY
Sat 3/18	 St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Erin, TN
Wed/Thu 3/22-23	Grand Lodge
Mon-Fri 3/27-31	 Paper Sale Caravan

APRIL 2017�
Fri 4/7	 Al Menah Potentate’s Ball Hospitality, 
	 Clarion Hotel
Sat 4/8	 Al Menah Potentate’s Ball 
Thu 4/13	 Maundy Thursday, Grand Lodge 
Sat 4/15	 Easter Egg Hunt, 10:00 a.m.
Sun 4/16	 EASTER
Fri/Sat 4/21-22	 Scottish Rite Reunion
Fri/Sat 4/28-29	 Scottish Rite Reunion
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From Lady Tracy Hester... Lady’s Only!
 I want to personally thank Lady Kim for a 
fantastic year in 2016 and all that she did for 
us ladies and for Al Menah Shrine.  She has 
extraordinary talents and I heard the Quilting 
Club did an amazing job on their quilts and 
had a lot of fun.  I have no doubt that the Shri-
ners patients are truly enjoying these quilts.
The Divan Ladies and I are very excited for 
2017 and what it has to bring, Opportunities!  
We each have the opportunity to have fun, 
grow in friendship, grow in number, help our 
Shrine kids and be there to support one an-
other.  It is our hope as you have opportuni-
ty, that you will come out and join our Ladies 
Nite, the 3rd Tuesday of every month.  Each 
month we will share a meal with our Nobles 
at 6:00pm, followed up with announcements.  

We will then adjourn to the Vision Building 
at 7:00pm for some fun and fellowship.  A 
van driver will be available to shuttle us over 
during the cold and/or rainy nights.  
This month’s meeting on January 17th, we 
will have an interactive game and will host a 
Hot Chocolate Bar (with adult options) to cel-
ebrate the New Year and stay warm.  We will 
continue to have a 50/50 drawing, door prizes 
and have discussions on future Shrine Hospi-
tal and fundraising events.  So be sure to in-
vite your Unit, Club and other Shrine Ladies 
to come out and join us.  We look forward to 
seeing you soon.  Fun and Friendships is our 
motto this year!!!!

Lady Tracy Hester
615-308-3920



CLOWNS 
We have had an awesome year clowning 
around. We’ve had over 60 opportunities 
to dress out, lots of parades, two SESCA 
conventions and competitions, the paper 
sale and a Circus!  This includes 38 
different clowns that dressed out during 
the year for a combined 1,045 faces in 
makeup!!! This why we are known as The 
Fabulous Al Menah Clowns!
     December is always our busiest month 
and this one was no exception. Multiple 
parades and parties. The patient’s party was 
one of the highlights of the month. We love 
what we do and we love these kids. We 
love to hear kids yell out our names as we 
walk by in the parades and always enjoy 
those who line up for our autographs at the 
circus. They are the reason we keep putting 
on the makeup and showing up. 
     We held our unit elections in December 
and have elected Captain: Vernon “Jingles” 
Blackburn, Lieutenant: Frank “Froggy” 
Wilson, Secretary: James “Puzzles” 
Chambers and Treasurer: John “Sweet 
Pea” Waynick.  The Officers were installed 
at our annual Christmas Party on December 
17th. 
     The officers and members of the Al 
Menah Clown unit want to express our 
gratitude to this year’s Captain, Geoff 
“Sticks” King and Lady Kristi for all they 
did to ensure and fun and successful year. 
     The Al Menah Clowns and their ladies 
welcome incoming Potentate Frank 
Hester and Divan. Congratulations also 
goes out to Donnie Drayton elected as 
our new Oriental Guide.   We hope all Al 
Menah Nobles, their ladies and families 
enjoyed a wonderful Christmas Season and 
prosperous New Year.�

� Frank “Froggy” Wilson
Secretary

director’s staff
What an end to a year!  Thank you to all 
who provided deserts, helped clean and 
pass gifts out to our patients at this past 
patient Christmas Party!  
     Welcoming in 2017 at the Shrine was a 
blast and to all who came out, it was a great 
time of fellowship and celebration.  
     We want to give a big welcome to our 
Potentate for the upcoming year, Frank 
Hester and make sure he knows we are here 
to support his efforts in making this year 
special!
      We will have our first Director Staff 
meeting of the year on the January 24th, 
2017.  Please be prepared to attend and 
learn of this year’s agenda and bring any 
new ideas that can help the unit in its 
success to help the temple. Make plans to 
attend the Stated Meetings throughout the 
year to keep up on important events.  
    Lastly, a big congratulation to our one 
and only Donnie Drayton on being elected 
as our Oriental Guide for 2017!  You have 
our support and we are wishing you great 
success as part of our Divan!
      God Bless our Temple and units this year 
and may He provide us with the direction 
needed to make this year and the following 
years greater and greater.  We also pray 
for the safety and return of our military to 
home and their families
   

Cordially,   
Capt. Randy D. Byram

GREETERS
Now that the Circus is behind us, we start 
the Parade Season. Try to make as many pa-
rades as possible don’t miss out on the fun.
   I want to congratulate our officers for 
2017 - Captain - Tom York; First Lieu-
tenant -  Thomas Hess; Second Lieutenant 
- Steve Beasley; 
Secretary-Treasurer - Pat Patterson and all 
the elected Divan for 2017.
     The Greeters Christmas Party was merge 
with Directors Staff party and was a big 
success. Both the food and the band were 
outstanding.

     Did you know that millions of Airline 
Miles expire or are not used each year? 
What a great feeling when you donate your 
Airline Miles to the Shriners Hospitals for 
Children, that you are not going to use or 
are about to expire.  Here is another new 
way to donate to help our kids, Kroger will 
donate, based on your purchases.  All you 
have to do is register your “Kroger Card “.
     Keep in your prayers all those that are 
hurting or ill.  Also, remember those in the 
Armed Forces both in harm’s way and serv-
ing around the world .

Lou Becker

LEGION OF HONOR
Congratulations to Past Commander Troy Smith 
for a great year in 2016 and to all you Legion 
of Honor members who helped make it a great 
year.  I want to thank all of you for the confi-
dence you have shown in me by electing me to 
be your 2017 commander.   I promise to be the 
best I can be and try not to let you down.  With 
the help and participation of all members we 
will have another great year.  With the following 
officers we  elected Art Devooght as Vice Com-
mander, Wayne Steele as Lt. Commander, Gene 
Ornes as Adjutant and Ron Queen as Finance 
Officer we can and will get a lot of good things 
done. 
     I also want to thank Potentate Jeff Head and 
his Divan for making 2016 a good year for our 
Al Menah Shrine. Congratulations are in order 
for our new Potentate Frank Hester and the Di-
van and our new Oriental Guide Donnie Dray-
ton.  We, in the Legion of Honor, will fully sup-
port all of the Divan and wish them well.  
     Also, congratulations to Bob Silva for his 
award of “Legionnaire of the Year”.
     We hope everyone had a Merry Christmas 
and we sincerely hope 2017 will be a Happy 
New Year for us all.

Troy Smith
Commander

SHRINE CLUB NEWS
Hendersonville Shrine Club
A Big Thank You goes out to our Past 
Potentate, Jeff Head and the entire Divan 
for their great job they did for the year. 
     Our new Potentate Frank Hester has 
emphasized membership for Al Menah 
Temple for the past few years.  I would like 
to challenge each and every one of you to 
help Frank and our Shrine Center achieve 
a record year for new members to join the 
Temple. 

CENTER
NEWS
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      A big congratulation goes out to Donnie 
Drayton Jr. as the new Oriental Guide and 
newest member of the Divan. He is looking 
forward to the challenge ahead.
      Our Shrine club is looking for new 
members as well. If you are a Shriner and 
live in our area, we would like for you to 
come out and see what we are all about. 
We meet on the Fourth Monday of each 
month at the Black Eye Pea on 164 East 
Main Street in Hendersonville, at 6:00pm 
for food and fellowship. The meeting will 
begin at 7:00pm. Call a friend and invite 
him to our next meeting!
        Nobles, remember to thank God each 
day for our many blessings, our freedom, 
our families and our kids we work for 
through our Shrine Hospitals.
       We ask your blessings on those who 
are sick and those who have lost loved ones 
and in need of our prayer.

 Boyd Parnell
President

Williamson County Shrine Club
We had a great year in 2016 with lots of 
Shrine Activities and great speakers at our 
meetings.  Our club did our part on the #1 
thing we do by bringing in over $42,000.00 
for the Shrine Hospitals for Children. That 
might be the most of any Shrine Club or 

Unit for the year!  Final numbers are not in 
as of yet. Thanks to our outgoing Club Of-
ficers for serving in 2016.  Our Motor Divi-
sion was seen in lots of parades throughout 
the year and lots of fun was had.  Thanks 
to our Motor Division Captain, Skeet Win-
stead and the Motor Division Officers for 
serving in 2016.  We finished off the year 
with our Christmas Party, at the Elks Lodge 
in Franklin.  New Club and Motor Division 
Officers were elected at that meeting. Sam 
Isbell will serve as the WCSC President and 
we know he will do a fantastic job. Stew 
Long will serve as the Captain of the Motor 
Division and always does a great job.  Let’s 
get behind our new officers and help make 
2017 our best year yet!  
     A big thank you goes out to Potentate Jeff 
Head and the entire Divan for the great job 
they have done this past year.  Now, let’s get 
behind our new Potentate, Frank Hester and 
the new Divan. Congratulations go out to 
Donnie Drayton who was elected our new 
Oriental Guide.  Let’s all work to have har-
mony in the Shrine and keep helping those 
Children in our Shrine Hospitals.
     Please pray for our sick members (of 
which there are many), and for the brave 
men and women protecting our freedom.
      Shriners Help Children!

Butch Mays, 
WCSC Ambassador

HILLBILLY CLAN 151
Hey Cuz, we are goin to have us a gitting togeth-
er Saturday January 28, 2017 at the Al Menah 
Shrine Center to elect new officers for the new 
Year and set the date for two more meetings & 
I-Nish-E-Ate some Flatlanders and have us a 
good time. Be sure to bring your Honey and a 
flatlander and enjoy the festivities. Doors will 
open at 3:00 PM. We will start around.4pm is 
the gather’n time to see cuz’s and we will eat at 
5 and then we will educate them flatlanders in 
our ways. Be sure to wear your “Hillbilly Sun-
day” best!
     If you have an e-mail addresses please send 
it to dalepewitt@comcast.net. BYOB. Oh, and 
pass this here on to all the Shriners you know! 
Yaull other outhouses are wellcume to join 
usins!

From Them There Hills,
Cuzen Dale

PS: cuz Jerry Primm aka Roadkill will be pre-
paring a meat for us to enjoy. 

 Membership Notice
 
What are you doing to help get candidates? Our 
Potentate, Leadership team and Membership team 
has set a goal of Gold membership in 2017. It will 
take extra efforts of everyone to be successful.

2017 Membership Chairmen Sam Isbell 
(sisbell@eml1.com or  615-579-0765) & 
Co-Chairman Dale Pewitt 
(dalepewitt@comcast.net or 615-533-6714)
are soliciting our help and support. 



Stay in the home you love.

Nashville:   615.340.9001
Hendersonville:   615.264.8648

 Brentwood/Franklin:   615.591.0048

CAREGIVERS, INC.  
We were the first.  And we’re still the best!

Serving all of Middle Tennessee.  

Call us today!

On the Web: www.caregiversinc.net
E-mail: caregiverinc@aol.com

• On call 24/7

• Overall best value

• Four levels of care to meet  
   your needs:  Companions,   
   Lifestyle Assistants,  
   CNTs, and LPNs

• Locally-owned and operated

• Founded in 1998 by  
   Registered Nurses

• Licensed, insured and bonded

• Reliable, pre-screened and  
   drug-free employees 

 • Low hourly rates

Home care services from Caregivers, Inc. can make it happen.
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Paper Sale Donation from Kroger
On Monday, 7/18 Potentate Jeff Head and members of the William-
son County  Shrine Club were with Kroger Management at their Belle 
Meade store  where they presented a $1,000.00 to us  for the Shrine 
Hospitals for Children. The Kroger Manager was an acquaintance of 
Scotty and Teresa Travis who put this together for the Al Menah Shrine 
Hospitals for Children Paper Sale.
	  This is a portion of a message from Phyllis Berry, wife of this  
Kroger Store Manager, Michael Berry.  

	Let me tell you, our son was a Shrine Hospital patient 
and we are forever grateful  The experience was an 
awakening in humanity. The care was phenomenal. The 
friendship my family made. The support from the men in 
your fraternity was phenomenal. We thank you for all you 
and your members do for children across the country.

 Sincerely 
Phyllis Berry

Fraternally, 
Butch Mayes, WCSC
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Call today to schedule your no-obligation consultation!

877.317.3713 

Affordable Home Access specializes in 
building modifications that make homes 
safer, more comfortable and more easily 
accessible for individuals recuperating from 

illness, dealing with mobility-limiting long-term conditions 
and disabilities, or facing short-term lifestyle changes due to 
surgery, accidents or injury. 

• Roll-In Showers

• Walk-In Tubs

• Ramps

• Stair Lifts & Chair Lifts

• Lift Systems & Elevators

• Home Modifications

Keep the lifestyle you love 
with Affordable Home Access.
Aging, illness, injury and disability no longer mean  
giving up your home, freedom or independence. 

• We bring the showroom to you
• Products made in America
• Let us help you find funding sources—we work with all insurances and VA
• Financing options available
• 12-month installation guarantee on every project
• No middleman = lower prices
• Free estimates

AffordableHAS@aol.com    |    www.affordablehomeaccess.com    |    877-317-3713
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Notice: 
ALL communications 

for the Shriner 
should be sent to

editor.amsc@gmail.com 

	
  

	
  

A Message From Your 
Public Relations Chairman
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Al Menah Temple

Deadline for FEB 2017 Shriner is JAN 20TH

Nobles Visited By 
The Black Camel

Nolland F. Cottrell
Spring Hill, TN

2/11/1929 – 11/27/2016

Edmund B. Campbell
Nashville, TN

12/21/1927 – 11/28/2016

William D. Heydel
Lebanon, TN

4/11/1929 – 11/30/2016

Hollis E. McClanahan
Lebanon, TN

4/28/1941 – 11/30/2016

Ernest G. Ryman
Kingston Springs, TN
9/6/1937 – 12/3/2016

Richard L. Fox
Nashville, TN

4/17/1926 – 12/7/2016

Marvin D. Smith
Prospect, TN

5/7/1938 – 12/11/2016

Durwood F. Robinson
La Vergne, TN

6/14/1932 – 12/17/2016


