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Statement Regarding NYC Mayor Bill de Blasio’s Congestion Plan 

 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s recently announced congestion mitigation plan unfairly punishes those who have 
no option but to drive into certain areas of the city, at certain times of day. While everyone in the 
trucking industry who operates in New York City understands the need to mitigate congestion, banning 
curbside deliveries during peak delivery time in Midtown, and parts of Brooklyn and Queens, is not the 
answer and could, in fact, create even more problems.   
  
Trucks do not control when they make deliveries. Businesses determine when deliveries take place. 
Imposing significant fines for delivery trucks which are meeting their customers’ needs is unfair and will 
harm hundreds of trucking companies, many of them small businesses. It will also increase the cost of 
the goods being delivered for everything from online orders to groceries.       
 
The minimal window of time that is allowed for curbside deliveries in this plan is woefully inadequate 
and will certainly lead to even more congestion issues. Delivery vehicles will likely line streets just 
outside the zone until the curbside delivery window is open - adding to congestion just outside the zone, 
and deliveries normally taking place within a 12-hour window will be forced to take place in half the 
time. This will increase, not decrease congestion.  
  
Without a doubt, most drivers would prefer to make deliveries during off-peak hours when there is less 
congestion. But it is not up to them. The Trucking Association of New York has long-supported the 
expansion of New York City’s off-peak delivery program, which encourages freight deliveries to occur at 
night, although it is often not easy  finding receivers that are able to accept deliveries during off-peak 
hours.   
  
Eliminating curbside deliveries during prime delivery time will not alleviate congestion. It will simply 
push it to other areas of the city, penalize hard-working men and women doing their job and further 
raise the cost of doing business in New York City.     
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