
 

 

 
 
June 30, 2017 

 

The Honorable Jeff Flake 

United States Senate 

Senate Russell Office Building 413 

Washington, DC  20510 

 

Senator Flake: 

  

On behalf of the East Valley Chambers of Commerce Alliance, I am writing to express our thoughts regarding general 

provisions within the Better Care Reconciliation Act (BCRA). Changes to the Affordable Care Act (ACA) are desperately 

needed, however, those presented in the current version of the BCRA will have inadvertent negative impacts on Arizona. 

 

Our primary concern is the accessibility, affordability, and efficiency of insurance coverage for all businesses - solo 

entrepreneurs, small, medium and large. The ACA exchanges failed to provide the insurance market competition 

proponents of the law claimed would occur once passed. Arizona, especially rural Arizona, has been at the forefront of 

insurance company exits from the marketplace and the BCRA needs to address this failure. Any immediate repeal of the 

current model will create a significant gap in coverage and place employees and employers in a situation of having no 

insurance options until the market re-engages.  This in turn will flood the Emergency Room systems of our hospitals, 

draining valuable resources and threatening the sustainability of our entire healthcare industry. 

  

As you know, Arizona expanded its Medicaid coverage in 2014 through the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment 

System. The expansion was made as a result of enactment of the ACA. As you consider the provisions of the BCRA, the 

cost of covering these populations should receive considerable attention. Arizona is not positioned to bear the more than 

$7.1 billion of costs over the next eight years to the Arizona General Fund if cuts to this program were to occur.   

  

Thank you for all your hard work on this important legislation. We urge you to continue to work on the BCRA with a focus 

on reforms that protect Arizona’s economy and address the needs of a broken health insurance system. We urge you to fully 

vet the unintended consequences through thoughtful dialogue with your constituents prior to finalizing action on this 

important issue. 

  

Thank you, 

 

 
 

Steve Helm 

2016-17 EVCCA Chair of the Board 
 

 

 

The EVCCA represents more than 6,100 employers in the East Valley; representing the Apache Junction, Carefree Cave 

Creek, Chandler, Fountain Hills, Gilbert, Mesa, Queen Creek, Scottsdale, and Tempe Chambers of Commerce. 



 

 

 
 
June 30, 2017 

 

The Honorable John McCain 

United States Senate 

Senate Russell Office Building 413 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Senator McCain: 

  

On behalf of the East Valley Chambers of Commerce Alliance, I am writing to express our thoughts regarding general 

provisions within the Better Care Reconciliation Act (BCRA). Changes to the Affordable Care Act (ACA) are desperately 

needed, however, those presented in the current version of the BCRA will have inadvertent negative impacts on Arizona. 

 

Our primary concern is the accessibility, affordability, and efficiency of insurance coverage for all businesses - solo 

entrepreneurs, small, medium and large. The ACA exchanges failed to provide the insurance market competition 

proponents of the law claimed would occur once passed. Arizona, especially rural Arizona, has been at the forefront of 

insurance company exits from the marketplace and the BCRA needs to address this failure. Any immediate repeal of the 

current model will create a significant gap in coverage and place employees and employers in a situation of having no 

insurance options until the market re-engages.  This in turn will flood the Emergency Room systems of our hospitals, 

draining valuable resources and threatening the sustainability of our entire healthcare industry. 

  

As you know, Arizona expanded its Medicaid coverage in 2014 through the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment 

System. The expansion was made as a result of enactment of the ACA. As you consider the provisions of the BCRA, the 

cost of covering these populations should receive considerable attention. Arizona is not positioned to bear the more than 

$7.1 billion of costs over the next eight years to the Arizona General Fund if cuts to this program were to occur.   

  

Thank you for all your hard work on this important legislation. We urge you to continue to work on the BCRA with a focus 

on reforms that protect Arizona’s economy and address the needs of a broken health insurance system. We urge you to fully 

vet the unintended consequences through thoughtful dialogue with your constituents prior to finalizing action on this 

important issue. 

  

Thank you, 

 

 
 

Steve Helm 

2016-17 EVCCA Chair of the Board 
 

 

 

The EVCCA represents more than 6,100 employers in the East Valley; representing the Apache Junction, Carefree Cave 

Creek, Chandler, Fountain Hills, Gilbert, Mesa, Queen Creek, Scottsdale, and Tempe Chambers of Commerce. 


