
March is “Get Georgia Reading Month,” providing an opportunity to raise awareness of the importance
of reading proficiency in a child’s life. The Georgia Partnership for Excellence in Education is joining the
lead efforts of the Georgia Family Connection Partnership and the Get Georgia Reading Campaign to
spread the critical message that children must have reading proficiency before they enter fourth
grade. As pointed out on the Get Georgia Reading web site, through third grade, children are learning to
read. When they enter the fourth grade they are reading to learn and if they are struggling at that
stage, it will impact their learning success in the grades ahead.

Here are just a few other eye-opening facts on the web site:
 Two-thirds of Georgia’s children are not reading proficiently by the end of third grade. This has

significant and long-term consequences for all Georgians, because low achievement in reading
affects our economy, our safety, and our health.

 The end of third grade marks the critical time when children shift from learning to read to
reading to learn. Children unable to make this shift face serious barriers for future learning,
because they can’t grasp half of the printed fourth-grade curriculum and beyond, including
math and science. As a result, these children fall even further behind.

 Children who can’t read proficiently by the end of third grade are more likely to experience
poor health, have discipline problems, and become teen parents. They are also four times more
likely to drop out of high school. As adults, they’re more likely to spend time in prison, struggle
with unemployment, and face shorter life expectancies.

State leaders clearly understand what is at stake here as our children mature into our future
workforce. With Gov. and Mrs. Nathan Deal leading the way, they have made the commitment that by
2020 all children in Georgia will be on a path to reading proficiently by the end of 3rd grade. The Get
Georgia Reading Campaign is composed of a state-wide network of organizations who are managing a
variety of inter-connected programs to see this commitment to fruition.

Several communities have stepped up with their own local campaigns. Check here to see who is already
involved. The door is open for communities not listed here.

Whether you have children or not, this is an issue of immediate importance that impacts us all. A visit to
the Get Georgia Reading Campaign web site will reveal a wealth information including the four pillars
the reading campaign is built around, the opportunity to sign-up for a monthly newsletter and how to
contact someone at the campaign.
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