
Statement on HB 40 Resolution 
 
These are uncertain times.  Many of the long held values of our city are being 
challenged by the federal government, and Clerk Valencia unfortunately detailed a long 
list of  
 
We must address another – the right of women to choose what she does with her 
body. 
 
Illinois has long been known to be a pro-choice state. And I’d particularly like to thank 
the organization Personal Pac, led by Terry Cosgrove who is here today.  
 
But what my colleagues might not know is that Illinois may not be pro-choice for long.  
In fact, a law passed in 1975 – PA 81-1078 says that if the 1973 Roe v Wade decision 
is overturned, or modified, then Illinois will revert back to the way it was before 1973, 
and abortion will be become ILLEGAL in Illinois. 
 
This issue has lain dormant in Illinois, because we had Presidents and Governors who 
were pro-choice.  But now, when we have a president who may have several Supreme 
Court picks, Illinois had to act to reverse this 45 year old law. 
 
Under the stalwart leadership of one of our State Representatives, Sara Feigenholtz, 
who is here today, the General Assembly passed HB 40 – making Roe v Wade the law 
of Illinois now and forever.  And it did a little more – it will allow poor women the same 
access to reproductive services as rich women do – by allowing Illinois Medicaid funds 
to be used for women’s reproductive needs.   
 
These provisions are common sense.  Indeed, even Governor Rauner has supported 
these changes.  When he was a candidate he said the following, in writing:  
	
“Will you SIGN legislation repealing the 1975 law and replacing it with a law stating that 
decisions about reproductive matters are to be made privately between a woman and 
her doctor, without government interference?”  Answer “YES.”	
 
“Will you SIGN legislation restoring abortion coverage under the state Medicaid plan 
and will you SIGN legislation to restore state employees’ health insurance coverage for 
abortion, as do employees at Cook County and the City of Chicago?”   Answer “YES.”  



 
But Governor Rauner said more than yes – he said: 
 
“I fundamentally believe that abortion should be a woman’s private decision…and that 
this decision should not be impeded by government.” 
 
“This principle should apply to all women, regardless of income level or location of 
residency.” 

 
“I dislike the Illinois law that restricts abortion coverage under the state Medicaid plan 
and state employees’ health insurance because I believe it unfairly restricts access 
based on income.  I would support a legislative effort to reverse that law.” 
 
But he did more than even that.  His campaign allowed hundreds of women to take out 
a full-page ad in the Chicago Tribune announcing, “Supporters of choice should be 
thrilled that both candidates for governor are prochoice.” 
 
But when HB 40 was passed, Governor Rauner announced that he would veto it. 
 
Governor Rauner's veto of HB 40 would completely betray the trust of everyone in 
Illinois. 
  
The only ethical way for Governor Rauner to move forward is to publicly state TODAY 
that he will sign HB 40 when it reaches his desk.  And I encourage all my colleagues to 
let their constituents know and encourage them to demand that the Governor do so.  
	


