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From Dream to Reality 
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Finding the Right Fit 



What is out there? 
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Understanding the Alphabet Soup 

Transition and 
Postsecondary Programs for 
Students with 
Intellectual 
Disabilities 
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Understanding the Alphabet Soup 

Comprehensive 
Transition 
Programs 



Mixed Hybrid 

Inclusive Individual Support 

Specialized 



Inclusive Individual Support 



Mixed Hybrid 



Specialized 



Where do we start comparing 



Two Studies to consider 

•Think College annual reports 
•Study by Eric Moore (2014) 



Eric Moore Study 

• Published in 2014 while at Grand Valley State University 
• Goal to compare programs and their outcomes 
• Compared and integrated program, specialized program and a group of 

non-attenders 

Hypothesis:  
Integrated Post-secondary schools would provide the greatest outcomes for 
students. 



Eric Moore Study 

Category Integrated Specialized Control 

Employment Rate 73% 91% 37% 

Per Hour/Rate $10.50 (19hrs/wk) $8.50 (26hrs/wk) $8.75(29hrs/wk) 



Eric Moore Study 

The findings of this study suggest that the 
discrepancy between the two programs may be 
less substantial than hypothesized. In other words, 
attendance in employment focused PSE programs 
may have similar benefits for individuals with ID, 
regardless of the degree of integration that the 
program offers. 
 
- Eric Moore 



Think College Report 

• TPSIDs only 
• About  50% of graduates employed to some 

degree (37% paid and 13% paid/unpaid) 
 

(Moore study: Integrated 73% Specialized 91%) 



Shepherds College 

• 89% overall employment rate 
• Over 75% of grads employed in their field.  





General Training vs. Specific Career 
Live on Campus vs. Commuting 
Far from home vs. Near Home 

Large vs. Small 
Public vs. Private 

Faith Based vs. No Faith Basis 
 



Key Questions 

• Do the post graduation goals of the school match mine? 
• What are the admissions requirements? 
• Is the age range/requirement?  
• What does it cost? 
• Are there any tuition assistance options/scholarships? 
• How successful is the school at what they do? 



Paying for School 



Paying for School  

• SSI/SSDI 
• 529 Savings Plans 
•ABLE Act Accounts 
• Scholarships 
•DVR 
• Federal Student Aid 

 



Contact Info 

Chris Wright 
262-878-6351 
cwright@shepherdscollege.edu 

 
 


