
The New York School of Ministry 
 
The New York School of Ministry (NYSOM) is designed to 
deepen the knowledge, skills, and spiritual life of all who 
participate. We offer a variety of courses, sponsor two 24-hour 
face-to-face learning events each year, and prepare people for 
ministry through our certificate programs.  
 
Our courses offer folks a chance to learn about the bible, 
theology, religious history, pastoral care, and more, with 
excellent instructors, in a relaxed setting. They are web-
conferenced, so participants can connect with others, across the 
miles, from the comfort of their homes via their computers. We 
use the zoom platform, which allows participants to see 
everyone in the virtual classroom and enhances discussion and 
the building of relationships. Our courses can be taken for a 
grade or audited. Auditing is a great option for pastors who need 
continuing education and for folks who love to learn but aren’t 
interested in writing papers or taking tests. 
 
Our fall and spring gatherings bring a diverse group of people 
together for thought provoking programs and vital community. 
We come together at a retreat center, gathering for dinner on 
Friday night and closing with a Saturday afternoon communion 
service. 
 

 

 

 
 
We recognize that people respond to God’s call to ministry at all 
ages. They need educational and formational programs that will 
fit into their busy lives and not break the bank. We offer five 
certificate programs that help people to prepare for ministry or 
enhance the ministry in which they’re already engaged: 
 
 The Supply Preacher Certificate Program 
 The Christian Studies Program 
 The Christian Leadership Program 
 The Advanced Christian Leadership Program 
 The Ministry of Word and Sacrament Program 
 
If you want to know more about the offerings of the  New York 
School of Ministry, go to http://uccny.org/ministries/nysom/  
or contact Rev. Marjorie Purnine, Associate Conference Minister 
for Leadership Development and Dean of NYSOM, at 
mpurnine@uccny.org. 
 

 
The New York School of Ministry 
(NYSOM)  is an ecumenical, educational 
program of the New York Conference, 
United Church of Christ 
 

 

“Discerning the Body: What We Need to Know About Our 
Churches to Lead Them Effectively through Change”     

Fall 2016 Learning Event 

Jannie DeWees, graduate of 
the Christian Leadership 
Program, serves as Assistant 
Pastor for Children’s Ministry 
at United Church of Christ in 
Bayberry.  
 
NYSOM Certificate Program 
graduates serve churches 
across the New York 
Conference: from Long 
Island to Niagara Falls. 

http://uccny.org/ministries/nysom/
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