
 

 
 

Saluda’s Centennial Flashback 
Saluda turns 137 on February 1, 2018 and to remind Saludians of what it was like when Saluda 
celebrated its 100 year centennial anniversary February 1, 1881, here’s one of the opening remarks 
by Mayor E Cater Leland, Jr. The town planned a year’s long celebration, after a birthday celebration 
and open house on February 16, 1881.  
 

 
Mayor E Cater Leland, Jr:  
This is truly a special day for Saluda, and we welcome all of you here. Saluda is a 
special place to each one of us, especially the residents and I'm sure it is to all of 
our summer visitors and all of the tourists that come in and out throughout the 
summer months and even in the winter to enjoy the "four seasons" that we have 
here. I would like to tell everyone in Saluda that we feel that Saluda is not just a 

place to live, but it is a way of life. It is a small peaceful community where everyone 
can be friendly with their neighbors...where you can say "hi" to everyone up and 
down the street and everyone always greets you and you'll feel like one big family. 

We welcome all of you here today to be a part of this family. Saluda...we have strived to keep it as it 
was a hundred years ago. Because all of you who have been here over the years know that it hasn't 

changed much, and this  is the way we like  
it. 

 
We hope that all the people that are here 
and those who visit with us will strive to 
keep it that way. As I've said in the past, if 
we want the things a big city has, we can 
always go to the big city and enjoy those 

things. Then, we know we can come back to 
Saluda where it is calm and peaceful and sit 
on the porch and feel the breeze and know 
that we are in a special place. 
 
That is the way we feel about Saluda today, 

the city fathers and most of the residents 

feel this way and we hope to keep it this 
way throughout the next hundred 
years....and on into the future. 
 
We appreciate everyone coming today. We 
have some special guests here today we'd 
like to recognize and let them say a few 

words. We appreciate them coming. Mildred 
Barringer, Chairman of the Henderson 
County Commissioners is here. As many of 
you may know, half of Saluda used to be in 
Henderson County until 1903 when it was 
all moved into Polk County.  We are right on 

the line and we feel Henderson County is as 

much a part of our home as Polk County. 
We're sorta' right in the middle and we have 
divided loyalties. 
 
We are grateful to her for coming down and 
we’ll have her say a few words at this 

time...Mrs. Barringer. 
 

Mrs. Barringer: 
Thank you Mayor. Happy Birthday Saluda! On behalf of the Henderson County Board of 
Commissioners, I want to say that it's a thrill to be here today to have a part in this Anniversary...this 
100 year anniversary. You know, I'm a mountaineer from Kentucky and I grew up in a railroad town 
and when I get around a railroad like this, I get very excited. And I like history! And the history of 

Saluda excites me very much! 



 

 
I always say in order to know where you're going, you have to know where you've been. If you know 
where you've been, you know where you are. And then you know where you're going...So this is what 
the history of Saluda means to this community. 

 

I want to say today that I'm very grateful to the people who built these railroad tracks. I'm very 
grateful today to the people and I'm sure many lives were lost and it wasn’t easy to build the railroad 
up the Saluda Mountain and through the pass. Many times there were wrecks and the storms came 
and the tracks were out and it wasn't easy to get the trains up the mountain and through all this. 
There has been a price paid for the progress that has been made in this area. 
 
We're grateful for Saluda because of the continuity here, the continuity with the past, the continuity 

with now and the continuity with the future; we want to say today we're grateful for you because you 
are our good neighbors. 
 
Over in Henderson County, the train would not have arrived there had it not been for the people who 
are working hard here and when the train arrived in Hendersonville it began to bring people in from all 
over the south and from everywhere. And we have the opportunity to be host to many people’s just as 

you have.  You have been gracious  hosts down through the years. 

 
In studying the history of Hendersonville and Henderson County, I've seen many pictures of the big 
hotels that were there. There are guests houses scattered everywhere. People came and built their 
summer homes there. People came and they liked what they saw and they liked what they felt and 
they went back and told about the good things in our part of the country. And so today, we are fast 
becoming a "retiree Mecca." 

 
So we are indebted to you people here. We are so grateful for your helpfulness, for your friendliness 
and for your neighborliness. 
 
So we say now, congratulations...best wishes for the future. We're grateful for the heritage that has 
been passed down to this area. So let's join hearts and hands in passing this wonderful heritage on to 
those who will come after us.  Thank you so much...it's good to be here. 

 
Mayor Leland: 

On behalf of the Saluda Centennial Committee and the City of Saluda. I would like to present Mrs. 
Barringer a copy of our History Book, Saluda, North Carolina, 100 years, and would ask her to place it 
in the Henderson County Library for future reference. 
 

 
Courtesy of “100 Years Saluda” History Book. 


