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Long Road Distillers Announces New Awards From Two International Spirits Competitions  
Grand Rapids Distillery Awarded Top Honors at SIP Awards and Seattle International Spirits Competition 

 
Grand Rapids, Michigan – Internationally recognized Grand Rapids distillery, Long Road Distillers, 
announced four new honors this week from two different international spirits competitions.  
 
At this year's SIP Awards, the distillery won a Platinum Medal, the highest honors, and a Consumer's 
Choice Award for Long Road Aquavit.  
 
Nearly 700 spirits from around the world were entered into the 2017 SIP Awards, the world's largest 
consumer tasting event, held in Newport Beach, California. A panel of 118 pre-qualified, consumer 
judges evaluated each spirit separately, in a double blind manner, based on preset tasting rules, 
using the SIP Awards' patented delivery system to ensure a consistent, focused, and accurate survey 
of consumer impressions in each category. Platinum, Gold, Silver, and Bronze medals were awarded 
in 59 categories.  
 
"Long Road Aquavit has been a hit with bartenders and industry professionals, but we understand it's 
a spirit many folks aren't familiar with and haven't yet been introduced to" said Jon O'Connor, co-
owner of Long Road Distillers. "The SIP Awards are a great way for us to gauge consumer tastes in a 
controlled environment and get that positive feedback that we need from the folks who enjoy it on a 
day to day basis." 
 
Long Road was awarded Gold Medals for both Long Road Aquavit and Long Road Vodka at the 
2017 Seattle International Spirits Competition, the Pacific Northwest's largest and most comprehensive 
spirits awards program. 
 
“We're proud of our team and our 'no-shortcuts' approach to crafting award-winning spirits in our 
neighborhood," said Kyle VanStrien. "We're happy to receive this continued recognition from in- and 
outside of the industry, and we're eager to begin sharing our spirits with folks in new markets soon!"  
 
Just this year, Long Road Aquavit has been named Best of Show and Best of Category at the 
American Craft Spirits Association Awards in Nashville, TN, and Best of Class and Best of Category at 
the American Distilling Institute’s Annual Judging of Craft Spirits in Baltimore, MD. It has won similar 
honors in San Francisco, New York, Los Angeles, Denver, and San Diego.  
 
 

### 
 
About Long Road Distillers: 
Long Road Distillers was born from the belief that making world-class spirits means never taking 
shortcuts along the way. After becoming the first craft distillery in Grand Rapids, Michigan, Long Road 
Distillers formed relationships with local farmers to bring that mission to Grand Rapids’ West Side 
neighborhood. Each spirit produced at Long Road Distillers is milled from locally sourced ingredients, 



fermented, and distilled on-site. The result is an uncompromised lineup of spirits including Vodka, Gin, 
Whisky and more. Their spirits, along with a handcrafted collection of cocktails and a wide variety of 
food can be enjoyed at their tasting room on Leonard Street. www.LongRoadDistillers.com 
 
 
About the SIP Awards:  
Catering to the opinions and palates of the discerning public, the SIP Awards present a unique spirit 
judging competition, unaffected by industry bias. This pragmatic and refreshing model of evaluation 
provides an honest stage for feedback and recognition where top brands showcase their 
achievements. To learn more about the SIP Awards beverage competition, venue partnerships, or for 
a complete list of 2017 winners, visit www.SIPAwards.com. 
 
About the Seattle International Spirits Awards:  
The Pacific Northwest’s largest and most comprehensive distilled spirits and liqueurs awards program.  
Recognizing and celebrating award-winning spirits with consumers, enthusiasts, and industry 
professionals.  The Seattle International Spirits Awards (SISA) hosts a two-day single-blind evaluation of 
local, regional, national and international artisan, craft and popular distilled products and liqueurs 
from around the world.  Recognition Levels include Best of Class, Double Gold, Gold,  and Silver 
Awards of Excellence. 
 
 
 
 


