
PREPARING STUDENTS FOR 
THEIR FUTURES
Learn how to prepare 6-12 grade students for 
research using critical thinking. Click here to 
read more.

ONLINE RESOURCES  
FEATURE: SIRS (9-12)
When students engage in debates, they are 
developing critical thinking skills. Click here 
to read more about this resource.

CRITICAL THINKING  
RESEARCH LESSON IDEA
Preparing K-5 grade students for research using 
critical thinking. Click here to read more.

“THINK, MAKE, INNOVATE”: 
SPHERO BATTLE BOTS
Join Jason and Amber for the 2nd season  
of the Makerspace Challenge Show.

THE PROFESSIONAL  
COLLECTION IN A  
NUTSHELL 
Click here to see the full infographic on 
what the Professional Collection is all about.

FINDING IMPORTANT  
MEDIA CENTER LINKS ON 
THE NEW GWAEA WEBSITE
Integrating the AEA Online Resources into 
your Classroom. Click here to read this 
handy flyer.

ANNOUNCING 50+  
NEW PROFESSIONAL 
EBOOK TITLES
Here is a bibliography of all the new titles.  
Check it out now!

BEGINNER WORKSHOP: 
PROFESSIONAL EBOOKS 
A practical and short workshop will be offered 
multiple times. Click here to find out when.

WHAT’S NEW IN THE 
GWAEA MEDIA CENTER?
JUST ADDED: New resources in the  
Grant Wood AEA Media Center. Click here  
to find out.

The professional collection is an integrated
collection of print and non-print materials. 

BOOKS DVD’S E-BOOKSCD’S

GRANT WOOD AEA MEDIA CENTER

PROFESSIONAL COLLECTION

We have the latest materials on topics
pertinent to the educational professional.

PROFESSIONAL COLLECTION
MATERIALS CIRCULATE FOR
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BLENDED LEARNING
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LITERACY

RTI

4,044 333 4905

TOP     5     MOST-REQUESTED SUBJECTS

MAGAZINE
TITLES
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Many of

the titles are

available in

eBook format.

Go to gwaea.org 
and click on the 
Educators tab

Go to gwaea.org 
and click on the 
Educators tab,  
then click on the 
Online Resources tab

Go to gwaea.org 
and click on the 
Educators tab,  
then click on the 
Media Center tab

Next click on the  
Media Center 
Catalog Button

How to access the Grant Wood AEA Media Center Catalog:

How to access Grant Wood AEA Online Resources:

How to access all other Grant Wood AEA Media Content:

WHAT’S NEW
IN THE MEDIA

CENTER?
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PREPARING  
STUDENTS FOR 
THEIR FUTURES
For many teacher librarians, 
their week includes working 
with students on research skills 
to prepare students for their 
futures. 

How does one incorporate 
other 21st century skills such as 
collaboration, critical thinking, 
communication and creativity into 
the research process?  

This month Deanna suggests ways 
to build critical thinking into the 
research process for students in 
grades 6-12.

Have you ever had a student ask 
“How do you know that?” Did 
you think they were serious or 

challenging you?  
Great news! That 
question can 
signal a student 
is using critical 
thinking skills. 

Some strategies and activities 
which teach and encourage 
critical thinking include:

• During a whole class dialogue, 
shift the development of ideas 
to the students.  This will 
allow students to practice 
analyzing and evaluating 
information.

• Answer a student’s question 
with a question.  

• Begin a discussion about 
reading prior to the students’ 
reading the selection.  After 
reading, continue the 
discussion so that students 
are led to think critically about 
what they read.

• Analyze points of view and 
persuasion methods employed 
in advertisements in various 
media.

• Pose questions such as “Can 
America’s founding fathers be 
thought of as ‘great’ if they 
owned slaves?” 

• Have students in math class 
identify patterns in numbers 
as a means of developing 
analysis.

• After analyzing an author’s 
point of view, establish a 
position of their own.

• Form students into teams to 
debate “pros” and “cons” on 
an issue.

• Have students simulate 
historical events, delve into 
the “why” of history and 
predict alternative outcomes if 
different decisions were made.

Check out these resources to 
help you with lesson and activity 
ideas:

• From the 
GWAEA 
Media 
Center

• Developing 
Critical 
Thinking Skills in 
Middle School and High 
School Students by Jana 
Sosnowski

• Critical Thinking: More 
Than Test Scores by 
Vernon. G Smith and Antonia 
Szymanski

ONLINE RESOURCES  
FEATURE: SIRS (9-12)
Sirs presents pros/cons for essential questions, 
research guides, and timelines for 345+ current 
and pervasive leading issues. Sirs is purchased 
by GWAEA for secondary schools, 

Sirs is easy to use and is essentially a one-stop 
shop for multiple sources 
on a single leading issue or 
essential question.

Step 1: Under the 
Educators Tab on www.
gwaea.org, selected 
Online Resources.

Step 2: From the online 
resources page, select 
Sirs.

Step 3: Enter Username and Password. (If you 
don’t know the username or password, check 
with your teacher librarian or contact the 
Grant Wood AEA  Media Center at 319-399-
6754 or 800-642-4107). Click “Enter”.

Step 4: Click on “SIRS Knowledge Source” 
link to navigate to the main page of Sirs Issues 
Researcher.

Step 5: Type in a search topic of interest or 
browse all the pro/con issues (located in the 
middle of the page) to begin your research.

If you have questions regarding Sirs (9-12) or 
any of the Online Resources, please contact 
Kathleen Goslinga.

CRITICAL THINKING  
RESEARCH LESSON IDEA
Are you looking for lesson ideas to practice Critical 
Thinking skills with your students? Here are a few 
suggestions for working with secondary students.

Critical thinking in science is a science  
lesson idea for 8th grade students.

Objectives: Students will:

• create testable questions; design and perform 
experiments; collect, organize, and analyze data; 
and use these results to decide on the next 
step in the scientific process. 

• use current topics, local issues, and real-life 
situations to help find meaning in the materials 
while learning the necessary critical thinking skills.

Uncovering Assumptions Through Critical 
Writing is a language arts lesson idea for 6-8th 
grade students.

Objectives: Students will:

• identify the assumptions consumers make about 
advertisements.

• identify six propaganda techniques used by 
advertisers to persuade consumers to buy  
their products.

• develop 
advertisements 
using at least 
one of these 
propaganda 
techniques.

• rate the 
effectiveness of 
advertisements 
that use these propaganda techniques.

The Pros and Cons of Discussion is a language 
arts lesson for grades 9-12.

Objectives: Students will

• identify and answer, “Are people equal?” and 
create a consensus to present to class.

• develop a comparison chart while utilizing a 
Discussion Web to identify whether people are 
equal in the story “Harrison Bergeron” by Kurt 
Vonnegut, Jr.

• create a consensus within groups and present 
their position to the class for discussion and 
debate.

For more information on the topic of Critical 
Thinking and the Research process, contact 
Deanna Weber.

“THINK, MAKE, INNOVATE”: 
SPHERO BATTLE BOTS
“Think, Make, Innovate” is the Grant Wood AEA 
Digital Learning Team’s makerspace challenge 
show.

In the 5th episode of their 2nd season, 
GWAEA Technology Consultants Jason Marshall 
and Amber Bridge work with students from 
Bowman Woods Elementary designing and 
making armor for a

Sphero robot to strategically be able to pop a 
balloon attached to another robot’s armor. 

Check out the Grant Wood AEA Digital 
Learning Team’s website for lesson plans and 
photos and videos of schools that have accepted 
this challenge.

Have Fun Making!

BEGINNER WORKSHOP: 
PROFESSIONAL EBOOKS 
Do you want to access and use our Professional 
eBook collection but don’t know how? Deanna has 
you covered. Click here for Professional eBook 
workshop offerings.

Grant Wood Area Education Agency extends equal opportunities in its employment practices, educational programs and services, and does not discriminate 
on the basis of color, gender, race, national origin, religion, creed, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, disability, veteran status or as otherwise 
prohibited by law. If you believe you or your child has been discriminated against or treated unjustly, please contact the Agency’s Equity Coordinator, Maria 
Cashman, at 319-399-6847 or 800-332-8488, Grant Wood AEA, 4401 Sixth St SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404.

Reasoned, logical  

and well-thought 

out judgements =  

Critical Thinking

Essential Question

Should the Electoral 

College be preserved?

Essential Question

Are the anti-bullying 

strategies used by 

schools successful?

Essential Question
Should the West  

do more to prepare 
for possible biological 
or chemical terrorist 

attacks?

Essential Question
Should sports 

leagues do more to 
prevent concussions 

and other sports 

Critical thinking  is related to higher order thinking skills but they are not  the same. 

Core skills of critical thinking:
1.) Curiosity to seek new ideas.
2.) Skepticism to not blindly believe everything read, heard or seen.
3.) Humility to admit being wrong when new evidence states otherwise.

Sample of a Professional eBook
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