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Starting a New (Sunday P.M.) Worship Service? 

(January/February, 2017) 
 

 

Q. At what time will this service happen? 

A. 5:00.   

Q.  Where will the Sunday night service happen? 

A.   Right now we’re thinking the Student Center (perhaps with a smaller, movable stage). 

 

Q. What will happen to Student Music? 

A.  It probably will happen concurrently (Band at 4:00 in the Life Center, Band and Choir 5:00 

in the Life Center.) 

 

Q. What does this do to Chapel Class? 

A. Chapel Class will meet at 5:00 in the Chapel.  Someone besides the Pastor will teach Chapel 

Class. 

 

Q. What about classes for children and the discipleship classes on Sunday evenings?   

A. We are still in conversation about our options there, and weighing ideas. 

 

Q.  How will we prepare? 

A.  We are planning a couple of “soft launch” experiences over the summer. 

 

Q.  How will we do “Sunday School”? 

A.  It probably will not be possible to replicate Sunday morning Bible Study experience. 

However, discipleship is crucial for this new service.  We will encourage people to join small 

groups.  We also are building discipleship into the service, so the service is likely to last from 

5:00 to 6:20 (ish).  Following the worship portion, we are envisioning something like table talk, 

talk-back, and or guided discussions to help people dig deeper into the topic of the evening in 

such a way that it impacts how we live our lives. 

 

Q. What about childcare? 

A.  During the service, worship care like Sunday mornings, with paid workers.  Babies through 

three.  Ages 4 and up will be in the service. 

 

Q. Why are we considering a new service?   

A.  Several reasons…        

 Because we are asking God for increasing numbers of transformed lives, and new 

services almost always attract new people.  Rarely does “doing what we’re doing, but 

doing it better” result in reaching lots of new folks. 

 Because this is another opportunity to engage new people through addition; without 

subtraction. 

 Because the increasing lostness of our community requires an aggressive approach. 

 Because 1/3 of the US population works on weekends. 

 Because many of our people travel and would be back by 5:00 PM on Sundays. 
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 Because this is an opportunity to see if a little different kind of worship engages new 

people;. 

 Lots of people planning worship services seeking to engage young adults recognize the 

reality that most young adults are not going to be awake early on Sunday morning. 

 Because we will have to “experiment” our way into the future. 

 There is a trend toward more engaging, experiential worship in smaller venues. 

 

Q. What style of worship is this going to be? 

A.  It won’t be exactly like either the Sanctuary Worship or First Fellowship.  It will be non-

traditional, with perhaps an eclectic and more simple musical design, bringing together the best 

of ancient and future worship elements.  A less orchestrated approach to worship is increasingly 

meaningful, so this will not mean a number of musicians. Diversity of worship styles is also an 

attractive option.  That means the worship is less defined by style. 

Weekly communion has deep meaning for lots of people so we might explore that. 

 

Q. When would this new service start? 

A.  August 2017 (when school begins) 

 

Q. Who will preach? 

A.  That morning’s preacher.  (And, yes, it will be the same sermon.) 

 

Q. Would we be signing off on this permanently? 

A. No. This will be a nine-month “trial.”  This new service would be a low-risk venture with 

potentially high reward. 

 

Q. What about special Sunday evening experiences, like concerts, joint services with First 

Missionary Baptist, Thanksgiving meal, etc? 

A.   Some of those are easily accommodated.  As examples…Concerts could be held at a 

different time than Sundays, 5:00 – 6:00.  The service with First Missionary Baptist will be at a 

time other than 5:00, so we could either make that the Sunday PM service or do both in the same 

evening.   Events such as the Thanksgiving Service could either be held on a different night or 

(possibly) be in place of a Sunday PM service. 

However, some big events (like Trunk or Treat and the VBS worship service) would likely not 

be possible on Sunday evenings. 

We will have to make some decisions about whether or not we would prefer other events in the 

building concurrent with the Sunday PM service.   

 

 

Q. Would the PM service be held on special days like Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Super Bowl 

Sunday, etc? 

A. Yes, that’s the plan. 

 

Q. What about Business Meetings? 
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A.  We have tried to make Business Meetings accessible to as many as possible, and one way of 

doing that is to hold them on Sunday evenings.  A Sunday PM service might make that 

impossible, unless the Business Meeting were held at a time other than 5:00.  We are still 

committed to making Business Meetings as available to as many as we can. 

 

Q. Who will lead the worship and music? 

A.  Probably Jeremy Wilkerson. 

 

Q.  Will this result in our further fragmentation? 

A. As is made clear in a book titled The Very Large Church, by Lyle Schaller, we already are, as 

any large church is, a congregation of communities:  The First Fellowship community and the 

Sanctuary Worship community.  We could even break it down farther—Sunday morning Bible 

study communities, musical ensemble communities, social circles, and so on. 

We will attempt to expand and enhance our “all church” activities, such as the Thanksgiving 

Dinner, Church-wide Picnic, Sunday Morning breakfasts, Wednesday evening activities, and so 

on. 

 

Q.  Who is our “target”? 

A. As with all experimentation, there is an uncertainty about what it will look like.  But there are 

people who are not here who need to be here.  The person we are seeking to engage likes non-

traditional worship but doesn’t want to be lost in the crowd.  This person appreciates 

opportunities to participate and values a feeling of community.  Intimacy, genuineness and time 

flexibility are important to the persons we are trying to reach. 

We also want to engage people who work on Sunday mornings and our present members who 

are away on Sunday mornings. 

 

Q. Since John Lemons is going to be the host, does that mean this is a young adult service?   

A. This is not being tagged a young adult service.  John’s leadership, however, will complement 

his role as the Young Adult Minister. 

 

Q. How many volunteers will we need? 

A. We will need at least 50 adults who will agree to participate for the 9-month trial by making 

Sunday PM their primary worship experience.  Those volunteers will need to be willing to serve 

(greeting, hosting table discussions, preparing communion, etc.) 

 


