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Is it time to switch to an earlier maturity corn hybrid?   
 
The short answer to that question is “NO.”  We are not to that point yet.  In general the 
recommended planting date for corn in North Dakota (ND) and Northwestern Minnesota (NM) 
is May 1st.  April 25th as you move into central/west central MN.   
 
It is not recommended to move to earlier maturity hybrids if you can get your corn planted 
before May 20th in ND and NW MN and May 25th in central MN.  Staying with the hybrid 
maturity that you planned for earlier in the year will help maximize yield potential and return 
on investment.   
 
Recent university studies indicate that yield losses and grain moisture increases at harvest 
are minimal if corn is planted by May 20-25th.  Plantings delayed into the first week of June, 
however, resulted in yield losses between 1.1 and 3.0 bu/day.  
(https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/cpr/plant-science/late-planting-small-grains-and-corn-in-2013, North 
Dakota State University).  The University of Minnesota also has several good articles on 
delayed planting and hybrid maturity considerations.  These can be found here:  
http://www.extension.umn.edu/agriculture/corn/planting/#delayed-planting.   
 
When the hybrid you had intended to plant is considered “full season” I would recommend 
moving approximately five days earlier in maturity between May 20th - June 1st.  For example, 
for a grower located in Wahpeton, ND a 100 day relative maturity hybrid would be considered 
fuller season.  If planting is delayed beyond May 20th, moving to a 95 day or earlier hybrid 
would be recommended.  Likewise, a grower located in St. Cloud, MN intending to plant a full 
season 105 day hybrid may choose to move to a 100 day or earlier hybrid.  Beyond June 1st it 
is recommended to drop another 5 days of maturity.   
 
Many factors are at play when deciding to switch to earlier maturity corn hybrids due to 
delayed planting.  Those factors can include: 

 Planting equipment and how quickly the crop can be planted 

 Tillage practices – no-till vs. conventional till 

 Soil temperature and moisture 

 Field drainage (tiled, well drained soils vs. wet, poorly drained soils) 

 Residue cover 

 Harvest equipment capacity 

 Drying and storage capacity 

 End use options – grain sold off-farm, grain fed on-farm, silage, high-moisture 
corn, etc.   

 

https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/cpr/plant-science/late-planting-small-grains-and-corn-in-2013
http://www.extension.umn.edu/agriculture/corn/planting/#delayed-planting


In the end, we hope Mother Nature cooperates and brings warmer, drier conditions so we can 
get the corn crop planted and avoid these difficult decisions.  Just as long as it doesn’t get too 
dry… 
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Product performance assumes disease presence. 
©2017 Syngenta. Important: Always read and follow label instructions. Some products may not be registered for sale or 
use in all states or counties. Please check with your local extension service to ensure registration status. AAtrex 4L, 
AAtrex Nine-O, Acuron, Agri-Flex, Agri-Mek 0.15EC, Agri-Mek SC, Avicta 500FS, Avicta Complete Beans 500, Avicta Duo 
Corn, Avicta Complete Corn 250, Avicta Complete Corn 500, Avicta Duo Cotton, Avicta DuoCOT 202, Ballista LFC, 
Besiege, Bicep II Magnum, Bicep II Magnum FC, Bicep Lite II Magnum, Callisto Xtra, Curacron, Cyclone Star, Denim, 
Endigo ZC, Epi-Mek 0.15EC, Expert, Force 3G, Force CS, Force EVO, Gramoxone SL 2.0, Karate with Zeon Technology, 
Karate EC, Lamcap, Lamdec, Lexar, Lexar EZ, Lumax, Lumax EZ, Minecto Pro, Proclaim, Voliam Xpress and Warrior II 
with Zeon Technology are Restricted Use Pesticides.  
Some seed treatment offers are separately registered products applied to the seed as a combined slurry.  Always read individual 
product labels and treater instructions before combining and applying component products. Trivapro is sold as a combination of 
separately registered products: Trivapro A and Trivapro B fungicides. Orondis Opti is a combination of separately registered 
products: Orondis Opti A and Orondis Opti B. Orondis Gold is a combination of separately registered products: Orondis Gold A 
and Orondis Gold B. Orondis Ultra is a combination of separately registered products: Orondis Ultra A and Orondis Ultra B. 
Consult bag tags for E-Z Refuge product herbicide options. Only those labeled EZ1 may be sprayed with glufosinate 
ammonium based herbicides, including Liberty herbicide. LibertyLink®, Liberty® and the Water Droplet logo are registered 
trademarks of Bayer.  HERCULEX® and the HERCULEX Shield are trademarks of Dow AgroSciences, LLC. HERCULEX Insect 
Protection technology by Dow AgroSciences. Under federal and local laws, only dicamba-containing herbicides registered 
for use on dicamba-tolerant varieties may be applied. See product labels for details and tank mix partners. Golden 
Harvest® and NK® Soybean varieties are protected under granted or pending U.S. variety patents and other intellectual property 
rights, regardless of the trait(s) within the seed.  The Genuity® Roundup Ready 2 Yield® and Roundup Ready 2 Xtend® traits may 
be protected under numerous United States patents. It is unlawful to save NK® soybeans, Golden Harvest® Soybeans, Genuity® 
Roundup Ready 2 Yield® or Roundup Ready 2 Xtend® soybeans for planting or transfer to others for use as a planting seed. 
Roundup Ready 2 Yield®, Roundup Ready 2 Xtend®, Genuity®, Genuity and Design and Genuity Icons are trademarks used 
under license from Monsanto Technology LLC. Other trademarks displayed or otherwise used herein are the property of a 
Syngenta Group Company or the respective trademark owners. 
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