
Districts Submit Class 
Size Surveys to Help 
Lawmakers with 
Needed Next Steps
RALEIGH | Today the North Carolina Association of 
School Administrators (NCASA) delivered to the N.C. 
Senate survey responses on class sizes from school 
districts in the state. The Senate had requested NCASA’s 
assistance in collecting feedback on how districts are 
using their teacher funding in setting up classrooms 
for the past few school years. NCASA is continuing to 
collect survey responses and will share those with the 
General Assembly to facilitate lawmakers’ work on a 
time-sensitive solution to the K-3 class size mandate 
slated to take effect for the 2017-18 school year. 

“We are pleased to be working with the Senate in 
a spirit of cooperation and with our districts being 
transparent in the valid and lawful uses of their 
classroom teacher funding over the last few years,” 
said NCASA Executive Director Katherine Joyce. “The 
district responses show they are using this funding for 
employing teachers in K-3 classrooms, Grades 4-12 
classrooms, and enhancement teachers who provide 
needed instruction in art, music and physical education 
across all grade levels. Since all these teachers are 
funded through one allotment, we appreciate the 
willingness of the Senate to work with us to identify 
a means of focusing more resources to lower class 
sizes in Grades K-3 without negatively impacting the 
school districts’ ability to employ the other educators 
supported through this same funding stream, who also 
are critical resources for our students.”

Joyce said that NCASA has made the General Assembly 
aware of several limitations with the class size survey 
that the legislative staff prepared for circulation to 
school districts earlier this month, and those limitations 
will prevent a full analysis to compare district staffing 
practices across the state.
 
“While the survey responses reflect some data on 
numbers of teachers employed in each grade level, 

the survey is not equipped to capture the intricacies of 
how many districts must piece together various funding 
sources to employ some teachers, how some teachers 
are shared between grade levels and schools, and how  
districts varied in their definition of classroom teachers 
and enhancement teachers, among other terms, in 
responding to the survey,” Joyce said.

NCASA provided lawmakers with a cover memo with 
the survey responses to highlight these and other 
limitations of the survey and to point out that a formula 
error in the survey will require corrections by the 
legislative staff before lawmakers can begin reviewing 
individual district information.

Joyce said the goal of the survey responses is to provide 
information the Senate needs to help the chamber 
determine the best course of action to head off any 
potential loss of enhancement teachers and those who 
serve students in Grades 4-12.

NCASA appreciates the unanimous support from the 
N.C. House of Representatives last week in passing 
House Bill 13, which continues to lower K-3 class 
sizes on a more manageable timetable rather than 
raising class sizes as some critics have contended. That 
legislation, if ultimately signed into law, will minimize 
the unintended consequences of potential teacher 
layoffs that had arisen from the 2016 state budget 
provision that will eliminate all previous exceptions to 
the state-set teacher-to-student ratios in K-3 effective 
next school year. 

“We look forward to positive next steps on this 
important issue and hope our lawmakers will reach 
a final resolution on needed adjustments to the K-3 
mandate in the next few weeks, as our districts face 
their spring hiring crunch and are working with their 
county commissioners on local funding that might be 
needed to ensure all students at all grade levels have 
the teachers and other resources they need,” Joyce 
said.

About Us | NCASA is the nonprofit umbrella uniting 12 
school leader organizations and more than 7,000 individuals 
from across the state with the common mission of ensuring 
student success through visionary leadership. 
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