
 

DALLAS ISD BALLOT FAQs 
 

1. What is a Tax Ratification Election (TRE)? A TRE is a special election called by a school district’s 

Board of Trustees, asking voters to approve an increase above the current operating tax rate. 

The operating tax rate in Dallas ISD has been $1.04 for the last 10 years (when it was lowered to 

the current rate). Voter approval is required for a school district operating tax rate to exceed 

$1.04. The Dallas ISD Board of Trustees has considered a Tax Ratification Election for the past 

three years and voted 7-1 (with one member abstaining) on August 16th to put it before voters. 

A simple majority of voters (at least 50%) must now approve the new tax rate on the November 

ballot before going into effect. 

2. How will Dallas ISD use the money from the TRE (Proposition C)? The Dallas ISD administration 

has developed and presented a long-range budget plan for the next 5 years to the Board of 

Trustees. It can be viewed here. This plan will increase teacher pay by a total of $116 million 

over the next 5 years, while expanding quality Pre-K and early learning, collegiate academies and 

career pathways, new school models to fit students’ needs, and racial equity. 

3. How much additional revenue would the TRE (Proposition C) generate? If passed by voters, 

Proposition C would generate an additional $126 million in annual revenue - or $668 per student 

- to fund strategic initiatives already proven to benefit Dallas ISD students: increased teacher 

pay, quality Pre-K and early learning, collegiate academies and career pathways, new school 

models to fit students’ needs, and racial equity. 

4. How do I know Dallas ISD’s resources will be distributed equitably? Dallas ISD’s Board of 

Trustees has unanimously passed a Racial, Socio-economic and Educational Equity Policy and the 

administration has established a Racial Equity Office to implement this policy. The policy states 

“the District will create an environment that understands providing additional and differentiated 

resources to support the success of all students will be fundamentally necessary to achieve 

racial and educational equity.” One of the Racial Equity Office’s primary roles will be to provide 

accessible and transparent data to help ensure disparities are addressed, including teacher 

quality, resource allocation and access to programs.  

5. How does Dallas ISD’s total tax rate compare with other area districts? The operating tax rate 

in Dallas ISD has been $1.04 for the last 10 years (when it was lowered to the current rate). If 
the Tax Ratification Election passes, increasing the operating tax rate to $1.17, DISD’s combined 

tax rate of $1.41 would still be one of the lowest rates in Dallas and Collin counties. 

6. What other districts have passed a TRE? Voters in the following area ISDs have all passed TREs, 

raising their operating tax rate to $1.17: Carrollton-Farmers Branch, Coppell, DeSoto, 

Duncanville, Grand Prairie, Irving, Lancaster, McKinney, Plano and Wylie ISD. Of the 28 area 

districts in Dallas and Collin counties, 18 (two-thirds) have passed a TRE. Since 2008, 

approximately half of all districts across Texas have passed a TRE. 

7. Who pays property taxes in Dallas ISD? Residential property accounts for around 40% of Dallas 

ISD’s taxable value. That means around 60% of the district’s tax dollars come from commercial 

and business property. 

https://www.boarddocs.com/tx/disd/Board.nsf/files/B3G6PQ74521D/$file/Final%20w%204%20IR%20TRE%20Board%20Briefing%20Info%20Item%20August%209%202018%5B3%5D-4%5B3%5D%5B1%5D.pdf


 

8. How will the TRE affect taxpayers who are over age 65 or disabled? Property taxes for citizens 

65 years or older—or those who are disabled—are not affected by a rate increase, if the 

appropriate homestead exemptions are filed with the County Appraisal District. 

9. How will the TRE impact my taxes as a homeowner? The average homeowner in Dallas ISD will 

see a tax increase of around $20 per month. Of course, home values vary widely. In District 9, 

the average increase will be closer to $8 per month. In District 2, the average increase will be 

around $67 per month. Below are the average home values and corresponding impact by 

trustee district. 

 

10. Since my home value has gone up, I’m already paying more taxes. Isn’t Dallas ISD getting more 

money already? While increases in Dallas ISD home values do generate more revenue, the 

increases do not benefit the district’s operating budget. It actually has the opposite effect. As 

DISD collects more money from local taxpayers due to increased property values, the State 

simply decreases its contribution based on the existing school finance formula. 

11. Why is a TRE necessary now? Given the repeated failure of the Texas legislature to invest 

adequately in public education, the burden has fallen to local school districts to ensure students 

have the resources they need to succeed. In recent years, Dallas ISD has made tough choices to 

balance its budget, reducing central administration costs to less than 1% of its total budget while 

also cutting librarians, nurses and counselors. Making matters worse, under current school 

finance law, regardless of the district’s tax rate, Dallas ISD will be forced to send more than $1 

billion in “Robin Hood” payments to the State over the next 5 years, leading to projected budget 

cuts of $20 million every year. Without the TRE, the district will be unable to give raises to 

teachers and many successful programs could be in jeopardy due to lack of funds. 

12. Is it true that Dallas ISD will have to send some of the additional revenue from the TRE to the 

State? Yes. Under Texas’ school finance system, “property rich” school districts are required to 

pay a portion of their locally-collected property taxes to other districts in Texas that are 

“property poor.” As a “property rich” district, Dallas ISD will keep 70% of the revenue resulting 

from the TRE, or $126 million annually. 

13. What is the difference between a bond and a Tax Ratification Election? Two tax rates combine 

to make a school tax rate. The first is the operating tax rate, which can only be increased 

through a Tax Ratification Election (TRE). This revenue may only be used to fund day-to-day 



 

operations such as payroll costs, utilities, and maintenance of schools and facilities. The second 

is the debt service tax rate, which may only be used to pay for district bonds that fund 

construction and one-time purchases such as technology, buses and equipment. The bonds in 

Propositions A and B will be paid for under the district’s current debt service tax rate and will 

not require any increase to this rate. 

14. How do I know the district will be a good steward of additional revenue? Dallas ISD has a 

strong record of independently recognized fiscal stewardship and prides itself on maximizing its 

allocation of dollars for direct instructional purposes. DISD has received the highest rating of 

“Superior” on the State’s school financial accountability rating system, known as the School 

Financial Integrity Rating System of Texas (FIRST).  

15. What happens if voters reject Proposition D, authorizing the Dallas ISD Board of Trustees to 

purchase attendance credits from the State? Under current State school finance law, the Texas 

Education Agency, will have the authority to permanently detach its most valuable commercial 

property from Dallas ISD and transfer this property value to a “property poor” district in 

perpetuity. In Houston ISD, voters initially rejected the same option on the Dallas ISD ballot 

(purchasing attendance credits) before ultimately approving it on a second ballot once faced 

with the far worse alternative of property detachment.  

 

 
NOVEMBER 2018 DALLAS ISD BALLOT PROPOSITIONS 

(BALLOT LANGUAGE) 

 
Proposition A – Bus Bond 

● Ballot Wording: THE ISSUANCE OF $75,000,000 OF BONDS FOR THE PURCHASE OF NEW 
SCHOOL BUSES AND BUS MAINTENANCE AND OPERATING FACILITIES, AND THE LEVYING 
OF THE TAX IN PAYMENT THEREOF 

 
 
Proposition B – M&O/I&S Bond Swap 

● Ballot Wording: THE ISSUANCE OF $75,000,000 OF BONDS FOR REFUNDING 
OUTSTANDING LIMITED MAINTENANCE TAX NOTES, AND THE LEVYING OF THE TAX IN 
PAYMENT THEREOF 

 
 
Proposition C – Tax Ratification Election 

● Ballot Wording: APPROVING THE AD VALOREM TAX RATE OF $1.412035 PER $100 
VALUATION IN DALLAS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR THE CURRENT YEAR, A 
RATE THAT IS $0.12995 HIGHER PER $100 VALUATION THAN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ROLLBACK TAX RATE, FOR THE PURPOSE OF GENERATING ADDITIONAL LOCAL AND 
STATE REVENUE FOR DISTRICT MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS. 

 
 
Proposition D – Recapture (Attendance Credits) 

http://www.fox26houston.com/news/houston-isd-community-votes-for-attendance-credits
http://www.fox26houston.com/news/houston-isd-community-votes-for-attendance-credits


 

● Ballot Wording: AUTHORIZING THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE DALLAS INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOL DISTRICT TO PURCHASE ATTENDANCE CREDITS FROM THE STATE WITH LOCAL 
TAX REVENUES. 


