
A webinar sponsored by SAMHSA and presented by the National Federation of Families and 
National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors will take place Tuesday, 
September 6, 2016 at 2:00pm Eastern Time called “Serving Youth with Co-Occurring 
Developmental and Behavioral Disorders”.  
 
Public systems are challenged by obstacles when providing for children with co-occurring developmental 
and emotional and behavioral disorders.  

 30-50% of children and adolescents with intellectual disability (ID) have co-occurring behavioral 
health (BH) disorders or challenging behavior (studies vary widely)  

 40-70% with autism spectrum disorders have co-occurring psychiatric disorders (anxiety, 
depression and others) 

Among this very diverse group of children and youth, many encounter restricted access to essential 
supports. Their behavioral difficulties and distress are often misunderstood and sometimes ignored. Since 
our public and private systems and categorical funding are not structured to address their needs, these 
young people are at high risk of expensive and preventable out-of-home placements in foster care, 
juvenile detention, psychiatric institutions and developmental disabilities centers, as well as homelessness 
or incarceration as adults. Many individuals face a series of disrupted placements and long-term 
confinement. Children and youth with developmental disabilities experience serious trauma at rates far 
higher than their peers, including bullying, teasing, and physical, emotional and sexual abuse, that often 
do not receive needed attention. As a group, they may suffer from significant medical problems as well. 
Stress for parents can be severe and unrelenting, especially when their children are excluded from public 
programs or offered services that do not match their needs. In some states families find they are unable 
to obtain intensive services that their children need unless they relinquish custody to state authorities. 
This webinar will look at how some states, in particular New Jersey, have developed ways to support 
broad inter-agency collaboration on behalf of this population. We will also look at the pivotal role of 
Families and Family Organizations in the successful outcomes in better serving this neglected 
population. 
 
Moderator:  

 Lynda Gargan, PhD, Executive Director for the National Federation of Families for Children’s 
Mental Health.  

 
Panelists: 

 Diane M. Jacobstein, PhD, Clinical Psychologist in the Georgetown University Center for Child and 
Human Development-UCEDD 

 Elizabeth Manley, LSW, Assistant Commissioner for New Jersey’s Children’s System of Care.  

 
Here is the registration link for joining the September 6th webinar:  
https://nasmhpd.adobeconnect.com/youth_reg/event/event_info.html  

 (Please either right click on the link or copy and paste the link into a new tab.) 
 
When in the seminar room, the Adobe Connect Log-in screen appears, select "Enter as a 
Guest," enter the name and state of the participant in the "Name" field (Ex. Jane Doe-AK) and 
click on "Enter Room."  
 

https://nasmhpd.adobeconnect.com/youth_reg/event/event_info.html


For attendees, this is a “listen only” webinar.  Should you need to dial in, the instructions are 
on the note pad in the seminar room.   
 
We highly recommend that you test your connection to Adobe Connect in advance of the 
webinar to ensure access. You may need to work with your state’s IT Department to resolve any 
firewall issues. To test your connection, please go to: 
http://nasmhpd.adobeconnect.com/common/help/en/support/meeting_test.htm. You may be 
prompted to install ActiveX control, Adobe Flash Player, and Adobe Connect add-ins. If you 
encounter any difficulty testing your connection or logging into the webinar, please contact 
Technical Support by calling 1-800-459-5680. 
 
If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact me via email at 
kelle.masten@nasmhpd.org or at 703-682-5187. 
 
Thank you! 
Kelle 
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