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More and More: Confirmation Sunday
by Joy J. Kiser

Defend, O Lord, your servant [name] with your heavenly grace, that he [or 
she] may continue yours for ever, and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more 
and more, until he [or she] comes to your everlasting kingdom. 
The Rt. Rev. Mark J. Lawrence, Bishop of the Diocese of South Carolina, 
presided over a holy and spirit-filled Confirmation at a brimful St. Philip’s 
this past Sunday. For 60 confirmands, the bishop made the sign of the cross 
on their foreheads with the chrism, and then, laying his hands firmly upon 
their heads, he said with strength and conviction the beautiful, ancient 
words of the confirmation prayer. Bishop Lawrence had already taught and  
emphasized to the confirmands the depth and meaning of this blessing 
by explaining the words at the forum that preceded Confirmation. There, 
Bishop Lawrence made very sure that the confirmands understood that 
increasing in the Holy Spirit is an action, not just an easy gift that comes 
because of Confirmation. They must pay attention  to their lives as Chris-
tians and live lives that will be filled with the Holy Spirit, more and more.
He used memorable metaphorical stories that explained the Great Commis-
sion of Christ to the Apostles to go out to teach and to heal. Confirmands 
were told that they–or other people, or objects–are not to be the center of 
their being. Christ is their center. The bishop commissioned the confirmands 
to remember that and to go out into the world to show it. He told them it 
is an ongoing process and might be slow in the beginning. He recounted 
the promise he made to God as a young boy: if God would please just find 
his turtle, he would do anything for Him. He said it wasn’t until he was 
in his early 20s that God made it clear that the time had come for him to 
keep his promise and do anything and everything for the glory of God.
During the service, each of the 60 being confirmed, the three being received, 
and the four reaffirming their faith received equal concentration and care 
from Bishop Lawrence. Add all these together, and you can feel the length 
of the service. The bishop received hearty laughter and appreciation when 
he announced, 3/4 of the way through Confirmation, that it was time for a
seventh-inning stretch. All agreed and stood and stretched, and then, 

Meet Mama Jane from Rwanda
by Martha Vetter

Many of you may have recently heard of “Sister Jean,” the 98-year-old former nun who 
serves as the chaplain for the University of Loyola basketball team. During Loyola’s amaz-
ing run in the NCAA basketball tournament, Sister Jean was a fixture on the courtside, 
encouraging and praying for her team. She must have had a hotline to heaven. Loyola, a 
virtual unknown before March Madness, made it to the Final Four!
Most of you have probably not heard of “Mama Jane.” In Rwanda, a mother is given the 
name of one of her children. A mother often receives the name of her oldest child. For 
example, Ellen O’Dell would be named “Mama Lily.” But in a case like Jeff and Kristin 
Miller, who moved here from Beaufort when their two oldest were out of the nest, Kristin 
would be known as “Mama Corabet” or “Mama Josiah.”
Mama Jane has lived a long, hard life. And it just got a lot harder. Her daughter Jane 
recently died of AIDS. Jane left four young children. The two oldest are boys and the two 
youngest are girls. You can see them in the picture above. Here, they are with Godfrey 
Karema, the director of the Dufatanye Cooperative, the project with which I now serve.
Mama Jane has a desperate look with hollow cavities under her dark, forlorn eyes. Her 
frail hands and long fingers reveal a life filled with difficult work and few rewards. Her 
grandchildren, seated next to her, have never attended school and have never even worn 
shoes. They have little food and, in a recent storm, the outhouse that we had built for 
them caved in!
Godfrey and others at the Dufatanye Cooperative are trying to help Mama Jane. We have 
plans to rebuild their toilet. We have bought them two mattresses on which to sleep and 
uniforms for the boys so that they can attend school. Our cows are providing one liter 
of milk for them each day. We have planted bananas and sweet potatoes near their home 
and are providing a steady supply of rice, maize flour, and sugar. We have also dug and 
planted a “kitchen garden.” This garden is shaped like a multi-layer birthday cake. It’s 
placed near the home (unlike many larger gardens that are located some distance away). 
Mama Jane can easily access the vegetables that grow there. 
One of the primary goals of relief and development work is to help families become 
sustainable. And I say “Amen” to that. But sometimes, families just need a way to climb 
back on their feet, with or without shoes! Mama Jane and her family are in this second 
category. When Jesus challenged his followers to help the poor, he didn’t judge them ac-
cording to whether they could become sustainable. He simply challenged his disciples 
(and this includes us!) to give to the poor, to help the orphans, to treat the sick, and to 
visit the prisoners. May we obey our Lord and willingly follow his example. 

We would like to feature YOUR story (250-500 words) with 
one of the following topics in the next inSPIRE!

1. My Faith Story   2. My St. Philip’s  3. Everyday Miracles

For suggested guidelines or answers to any questions, call Lea Andrews at (843) 722-7734 ext. 232
or email her at landrews@stphilipschurchsc.org. Submissions may be edited for length or clarity.

In Search of Unique Items
for the Tea Room Gift Shop!

The Tea Room Committee is hoping to make this year's 
gift shop the best one yet! Please drop your items off at 
the church office. Items like homemade jams or jellies, 
knitted or crocheted scarves and hats, and local cookbooks 
are always big sellers. Think you don't have anything to 
contribute? Take a look at the list below and think again!

• cookie mix in a Mason jar (look it up on Google!)
• framed photos of St. Philip's
• prints of paintings of St. Philip's
• gift cards to local restaurants
• gift certificates to your own business
Questions? E-mail landrews@stphilipschurchsc.org.

refreshed, all were back to the sacredness and glory of the 
Confirmation.
Bishop Lawrence did add an important phrase of his own to the 
words of confirmation. Each time, as slowly and emphatically 
as he'd said “more and more,” he added the words “at last”:
“… daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more until at 
last he comes comes to your everlasting kingdom.” He seemed 
to be reminding us that Christian formation and witnessing take 
time, and the reward is, at last, the everlasting kingdom of God.
Joy Kiser is the Altar Guild Director of the Parish of the Good 
Shepherd in Waban, MA, where she also serves as a lector and at 
the altar as subdeacon and master of ceremonies. Her grandson 
was confirmed on Sunday.

We pray for the sick:
Dick Bennington, Edith Blair, Marianne 
Clare, Mary Cohen, David Farrow, Tracy 
Graudin, Bee Hamrick, Ken Holden, Ste-
ven Lilly, Joe Livesay, Jacqui Luce, Betty 
Owens, Ellen Pruitt, Edmund Rhett, Ben-
jamin Schools, Susan Wilson, and Lindsay 
Wing.

We grieve with and pray for:
The family of Sally Fine, who died on 
April 5.

The family of Gene Geer, Jr., who died on 
April 6.

We pray for our expectant parents:
Reagan and Ashley Jackson.

We pray for protection for:
Becca, Janie, and Wills Baird, Graham 
Blunt, Ellis Domenech, Tripp Hathaway, 
George Hoefer, and Edward Pritchard, 
serving in our Armed Forces.

We pray for our home missions:
Star Gospel Mission, Tri-County Fam-
ily Ministries, Life Resources, St. John’s 
Chapel, and the Open Door Committee.

We pray for our world missions:
Suzy McCall and LAMB, for the medical 
missions to Honduras, for ministry to vic-
tims of genocide and AIDS in Rwanda, for 
Water Mission, and for St. Jean Baptiste, 
our sister church, and the schools in Haiti.

Collect (Third Sunday in Easter)
O God, whose blessed Son did manifest him-
self to his disciples in the breaking of bread: 
Open, we pray thee, the eyes of our faith, 
that we may behold him in all his redeeming 
work; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen.

Lectionary Readings for April 15:
Acts 3:12-19
1 John 3:1-7
Luke 24:36-48
Psalm 4ST. PHILIP’S CHURCH
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