
December 17, 2017	 The Third Sunday of Advent 

The Rector’s Letter to the Parish Regarding Stewardship
“Those who carried burdens were loaded in such a way that each labored on the work with one hand and held his weapon with the other. 

And each of the builders had his sword strapped at his side while he built.” (Nehemiah 4:17-18)
Dear St. Philip’s Family,
The Old Testament Book of Nehemiah describes the Jewish community struggling to maintain its identity as the people of the Lord 
in the midst of an unbelieving and hostile culture. Returning to their homeland after seventy years in Babylonian exile, the Jews found 
their once great city of Jerusalem in ruins and its impressive wall a heap of rubble. It was Nehemiah’s task, as governor, to oversee the 
rebuilding of the wall and the restoration of the city, and it was a challenging task to say the least. Not only had the buildings been 
completely destroyed, but there was such intense opposition to the work from the surrounding tribes and nations that Nehemiah and 
his companions had to go about the work with one hand on the trowel and the other on the sword.
Today, we find ourselves in a similar situation. As the legal battle between the Diocese and TEC continues, we the people of St. Philip’s 
must continue to be about the work of building the kingdom of God in Charleston. We must continue to have one hand on the sword, 
but we must also keep one hand on the trowel. Many wonderful things are happening in our parish. A spirit of joy and anticipation 
permeates Sunday morning worship, Bible studies and small group gatherings are plentiful and well-attended, our youth group and 
youth confirmation classes are reaching young people from all over Charleston, our missions committee is active and engaged in tak-
ing the Gospel to foreign lands, and the list goes on. The Holy Spirit is doing a great work in our midst and His presence is palpable!
Therefore, let me encourage you to continue supporting St. Philip’s throughout the remainder of this year and into 2018. Despite the 
uncertainty raised by the legal battle, I can assure you that the money that you give to St. Philip’s is used to carry on the Gospel work. 
The tithes and offerings of our parishioners pay the staff salaries, electric bills, maintenance costs, and mission work of the parish, and 
there is no excess. What comes in every month is used every month right here in the parish. The Vestry and I take seriously the stew-
ardship of the financial resources you entrust to our care, and we promise to use them always for the glory of Christ and His kingdom.
Finally, let me encourage you to view stewardship and giving to the Church as an act of faith! When the unbelieving world sees the 
people of God remaining calm in the midst of chaos and steadfast in the face of opposition, it is a powerful witness to the grace and 
power of God. Be assured, we are keeping one hand on the sword and doing everything in our power to preserve our beautiful grounds 
and buildings for the next generation, but at the same time, let us not forget to keep one hand on the trowel and to continue building 
God’s kingdom – the kingdom and the world without end.
Under the Mercy,

The Reverend Jeffrey S. Miller, Rector

LessonsandCarols

Sunday, Dec. 17, at 10:30 am
Festival Service of

Join us for a beloved St. Philip’s tradition as we celebrate Lessons and 
Carols, wherein God’s plan of salvation is traced in Scripture and song 
from the creation of the world through the wondrous incarnation of 
Jesus Christ at Christmas. Based upon the service instituted at King’s 

College Cambridge in 1918 in the aftermath of World War I, this 
glorious time of worship full of joy and hope is not to be missed! 

Christmas
through the Ages

Volume IV
Join The King’s Counterpoint as they once again journey 
across the centuries, tracing the rich history and undeniable 
beauty of Christmas music through the ages! The concert 
features both a capella and accompanied sacred choral music, 
beautifully sung by some of the region’s most gifted voices. 

It’s a free concert event you won’t want to miss!

Monday, Dec. 18
7:30 p.m.

The Rector’s Stewardship Letter and the 2018 Stewardship Card were 
mailed the week of December 6. If you did not receive yours, you 

may pick up a letter and card in the church office or in the Narthex. 
Alternatively, you may submit your stewardship plan online:

stphilipschurchsc.org/stewardship.

Reflections on a Feast Day
“Mission of Presence” Trip to Haiti

by Crayton Walters
My first trip to Haiti led by Gerry and Suzanne 
McCord was arguably a trip for me, and not for 
the people of our sister church, St. Jean Baptiste. 
It seemed what I needed was a mission trip to 
feel relevant in our church, a part of the team, 
more than just being a Sunday morning usher 
or churchgoer. Of course, after 24 hours in 
the town of Anse-á-Galets on the island of La 
Gonâve, any ideas I had of changing the world 
through my personal mission were quickly ru-
ined. The first trip opened my eyes–and heart–to 
the struggles of a poor country and a joyful 
people who find comfort and care in the church.
Miles Barkley, veteran St. Philip’s missionary, 
was very poignant when expressing to me the 
blessings that await those who make a return 
trip to Haiti. I did indeed make the second trip 
this year, and I made it much more special by 

taking my 15-year-old daughter, Hope, with me. When I asked her about going, she did 
not hesitate to say yes, and it was then I realized that this time, I was not going for myself.
With a group of teenage girls on this trip, I was excited to see the interaction between our 
group and the children of St. Jean’s in the mountains of La Gonâve. The journey up the 
mountain was difficult at best and was actually a grueling two-hour ride up glorified goat 
trails. Our reward was waiting for us as we turned a final corner along the dusty red clay 
road that leads to St. Jean Baptiste. A hundred or so children of every age were waiting 
quietly but anxiously to see who had come for Feast Day. This year, when five teenage 
girls stepped out of the bed of an enclosed cage in the back of an old pickup truck, the 
children of St. Jean began smiling, laughing, closing in on these beautiful girls who had 
made the trip up the mountain.
Our annual June trip included a one-day medical clinic and the St. Jean Baptiste Feast 
Day Celebration, but for two days, the children of this small village only saw five girls 
from a faraway place spread love and warmth through smiles and hugs and hand-holding.
Our work in Haiti may seem insignificant when compared to the vast needs of this third-
world country. However, in its past 24 years as Partnering Church, St Philip’s has seen gains 
in health, education, and spiritual care for a village completely isolated from the modern 
world. My second trip was not for me, but for the people of St. Jean Baptiste. With my 
daughter at my side, I saw the Lord working in every aspect of life in a church on a tiny 
piece of land on the side of a beautiful mountain on an isolated island in a country that 
the world has left behind.

with the St. Philip’s
Children’s and Adult Choirs

We pray for the sick:
Debbie Anderson, Henry Dew, Sara Ed-
wards, Sally Fine, Tracy Graudin, Ben 
Hagood, Bee Hamrick, Joe Livesay, Jacqui 
Luce, Felicia Morrison, Betty Owens, Ben 
Peters, Alfred Pinckney, Kathy Ravenel, 
Susan Renberg, Franklin Robson, Frank 
Rogers, Benjamin Schools, Elizabeth Wil-
liams, and Lindsay Wing.
We grieve with and pray for:
Thomas Anderson and family on the death of 
his sister, Elizabeth Anderson, on November 
30.
Alfred Pinckney and family on the death of 
his brother, Lucian Pinckney, on December 7.
We pray for our expectant parents:
Zack and Larsen Spinelli, Ryan and Anna 
Streett.
We pray for protection for:
Becca, Janie, and Wills Baird, Gra-
ham Blunt, Colby Broadwater IV, Ellis 
Domenech, George Hoefer, Edward 
Pritchard, and Stephen Wathen, serving in 
our Armed Forces.
We pray for our home missions:
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Lowcountry 
Pregnancy Center, Eagle Harbor.
We pray for our world missions:
Suzy McCall and LAMB, for the medical 
missions to Honduras, for Martha Vetter’s 
mission to victims of genocide and AIDS 
in Rwanda, for Water Mission, and for St. 
Jean Baptiste, our sister church, and the 
schools in Haiti.

Collect, Third Sunday of Advent
Stir up thy power, O Lord, and with great 
might come among us; and, because we are 
sorely hindered by our sins, let thy bountiful 
grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with 
thee and the Holy Ghost, be honor and glory, 
world without end. Amen.
Lectionary Readings for Dec. 17:
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Psalm 126
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8, 19-28
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