
December 10, 2017	 The Second Sunday of Advent 

We want to feature 
YOUR story in the 

next issue of the
inSPIRE!

We are looking for short (250-500 words) personal 
narratives with the following topics (pick one):

1. My Faith Story: How did you first come to know 
God? Have you had any ups and downs in your rela-
tionship with Him?
2. My St. Philip’s: Has your family been a part of 
St. Philip’s for generations or are you a newcomer (or 
something in between)? Tell us about your experience 
in the parish.
3. Everyday Miracles: Things sometimes work out in 
unexpected ways. Tell us about something you’ve seen 
that’s made you say, “Thank God!” 
Email your submission to landrews@stphilipschurchsc.org.
Articles may be edited for length and/or clarity.

ECW Functions Bring Women 
Together in Faith,

Health, and Fellowship
by Catherine Wallace, ECW President

We have been blessed with two wonderful ECW programs recently in 
the beautifully decorated Parish Hall. The purpose of these events is to 
join together in fellowship and to strengthen and explore our faith in 
God. We also celebrated our speakers by making contributions in their 
honor to LAMB, One80 Place and Water Mission.
The first event was the Fall dinner with presentations by Elizabeth Ha-
good and Penn Hagood on the trip to Israel taken by many from our 
congregation. What an incredible journey that brought alive the Bible 
by walking on the same paths as our Lord Jesus did so many years ago!
This past week at the Advent Lunch, Dr. Ann Kulze and Father Nicho-
las Amato presented on the importance of wellness and contemplative 
prayer. Connie Stahl prepared a very healthy lunch full of colorful fresh 
vegetables and fruit to support our nutrition and health. We splurged on 
dark chocolate which Dr. Ann kindly brought to us, instructing us on its 
beneficial antioxidants for heart health.  Dr. Ann gave us suggestions for 
how to live a stress-free, joyful and healthy life, and how contemplative 
prayer can be incorporated into day-to-day life.
With great enthusiasm, Dr. Ann turned the program over to Father 
Nicolas to share his story of what contemplative prayer has meant to 
him. He recalled that at ten years old, he felt joy in the solitude of nature. 
This experience led him to becoming a Catholic priest and pastor. Father 
Nicolas, with dedication and passion, described how reciting God’s word 
in prayer can lead to our inner awareness of joy and God’s Amazing 
Grace. This is described in his latest book, “Moving from Stress to Joy.”

As we enter the Advent season, let us all take 
time to give thanks and to contemplate the 
miraculous birth of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. “ Joyful indeed are those whose 
God is the Lord.”( Psalm 144:15 NLT)
At left, Catherine Wallace stands with Father Nicolas, 
Dr. Ann, Speaker Liaison Pringle Franklin, Chef 
Connie Stahl, and Luncheon Co-Chair Chase Wood.

Advent
Devotionals

In the Collect for the First Week of Ad-
vent, we pray that God would “... give us 
grace that we may cast away the works of 
darkness, and put upon us the armor of 
light.” Preparing ourselves through Scrip-
ture and prayer and contemplation using 
an Advent devotional guide helps us to 
do just that.
This year, the St. Philip’s clergy recom-
mendations for Advent devotionals are 
Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus (edited by 
Nancy Guthrie) and Advent and Christ-
mas: Wisdom from G.K. Chesterton. Both 
books are available on Amazon.com, on 
Christianbook.com, or for a suggested 
donation of $10 each in the church office 
(while supplies last).

We pray for the sick:
Debbie Anderson, Sara Edwards, Sally 
Fine, Tracy Graudin, Ben Hagood, Bee 
Hamrick, Joe Livesay, Jacqui Luce, 
Felicia Morrison, Betty Owens, Ben 
Peters, Alfred Pinckney, Kathy Rav-
enel, Susan Renberg, Franklin Robson, 
Frank Rogers, Benjamin Schools, Eliz-
abeth Williams, and Lindsay Wing.

We grieve with and pray for:
Wendy Gibson and family on the 
death of her mother, Ann Kaminski, 
on December 1.

We pray for our expectant parents:
Zack and Larsen Spinelli, Ryan and 
Anna Streett.

We pray for protection for:
Becca, Janie, and Wills Baird, Graham 
Blunt, Colby Broadwater IV, Ellis 
Domenech, George Hoefer, Edward 
Pritchard, and Stephen Wathen, serv-
ing in our Armed Forces.

We pray for our home missions:
Open Door Committee and One80 
Place.

We pray for our world missions:
For Suzy McCall and LAMB, for the 
medical missions to Honduras, for 
Martha Vetter’s mission to victims 
of genocide and AIDS in Rwanda, 
for Water Mission, and for St. Jean 
Baptiste, our sister church, and the 
schools in Haiti.

Collect, First Sunday of Advent
Merciful God, who sent thy messengers 
the prophets to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation: Give 
us grace to heed their warnings and 
forsake our sins, that we may greet with 
joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Re-
deemer; who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen.

Lectionary Readings for Dec. 10:
Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
2 Peter: 3:8-15a
Mark 1:1-8

A Children’s 
Christmas Pageant

St. Philip’s Church 
Presents 

Register online at www.stphilipschurchsc.org 
Deadline to register is December 10th 

Please
register by 12/10:

stphilipschurchsc.org

Rehearsals:
12/17 12-1:30 pm

12/22 10 am-12 noon

Membership Directory
Are you looking for a fellow parishioner’s phone 

number or address? Our directory is online! Click 
the “My St. Philip’s” button on our homepage, 
stphilipschurchsc.org, to log in or sign up. And 

for easy accress on your phone, download the free 
Church Life app!

ST. PHILIP’S CHURCH
142 Church Street | Charleston, SC  29401
(843) 722-7734 | www.stphilipschurchsc.org

Church Office Hours
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday | 8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Friday




