
February 11, 2018 The Last Sunday After the Epiphany

Like Living Stones:
What it Means To Be the Church and Why It Matters
Join us Wednesdays during Lent for a light lunch, brief liturgy, 
and a talk given by the St. Philip’s clergy. Schedule:
2/21 Church as Family ~ the Rev. Jeffrey S. Miller
2/28 Church as Temple ~ the Rev. Marc R. Boutan
3/7   Church as Bride ~ the Rev. Andrew R. O’Dell
3/14 Church as Body of Christ ~ the Rev. Brian K. McGreevy
3/21 Church as Army ~ the Rev. Ryan T. Streett

A Winding Path to St. Philip’s
by Grace Creel

I was brought up in the Presbyterian Church. 
When I was a young teenager, about 13 or 
14 years old, I was baptized, and I joined the 
church. I sang in the choir, played piano for the 
Wednesday evening youth group prayer service, 

and was a member of the Teenage Circle. But when I went off to nursing school, I 
no longer attended church.
In 1954, I got married. My husband had been baptized in the Baptist Church, and we 
attended the Baptist church in Chapel Hill, where we lived, but only intermittently. 
Then we moved to Wilmington, my hometown, and after a few years, we had two 
daughters. When the children were toddlers, I knew they had to be brought up in the 
church. My husband would not go with me to the church we were married in, and 
I didn’t want to go to a Baptist church, so we compromised and joined a Methodist 
church.
We moved to Charleston in 1958. Soon after, we joined Asbury Methodist Church, 
and when we moved to James Island, we joined Epworth Methodist Church, which 
we attended faithfully until our marriage deteriorated. After my divorce, when the 
girls were college-aged, I was unchurched for quite a few years, and eventually, the 
Lord kept saying, “You need to go to church.” And I answered, “But where will I go?”
At that time, The News and Courier was running a weekly column featuring different 
churches and denominations. Every week I would read the article (and I attended a 
church or two). I would think about what the article said and in my mind ask God 
about it, but I kept thinking, “No, that’s not it.”
Then they printed an article about St. Philip’s Church. I remem-
ber the picture accompanying the article showed Renny Scott, 
the rector, with the church and steeple behind him. It was like 
a light went on. The Lord said, “This is where you need to go!” 
It was not an audible voice, but it was just that clear. So, being 
the kind of person (backward) that I am, I said, “But Lord, 
those South of Broad people won’t accept me. I won’t fit in 
with them!” But He answered, “This is where you need to go.”
So after several back and forths, I got dressed and came to 
church. And so, thankfully, here I am today.  

We want to feature YOUR story (250-500 words) with one of the following topics in the next inSPIRE!

1. My Faith Story            2. My St. Philip’s            3. Everyday Miracles
For suggested guidelines or answers to any questions, call Lea Andrews at (843) 722-7734 ext. 232

or email her at landrews@stphilipschurchsc.org. Submissions may be edited for length or clarity.

St. Philip’s Supply Drive: Shining the Light of the Gospel in Charleston!
The Home Missions Committee of St. Philip’s has been reconstituted, and God has given us a renewed focus, energy and direction for shin-
ing the light of the Gospel into our local community. The Committee’s mission is to “empower the congregation of St. Philip’s to minister 
to the people of Charleston that they might come to know and experience the saving love and mercy of Jesus Christ.” We believe God is 
calling us to lead the congregation in taking a more “hands on” approach, and we want to give our fellow parishioners, both young and old, 

opportunities to engage in mission and ministry.
We would like to start the new year by providing for some of the immediate needs of Star Gospel 
Mission, which exists “to transform lives and hearts through Jesus Christ.” Star Gospel ministers to 
homeless men who are employed and trying to improve their lives. 
February 25 has been designated “Missions Sunday” at St. Philip’s. The Home Missions Committee 
thought a great way to get our congregation involved would be by encouraging members to donate 
any of the items on the list at left. You can bring your donation to church on Sunday, February 25, 
or to the office during the week. Also, if anyone has a gently used love seat, small sofa, or recliner, 
Bill Christian, the Executive Director of Star Gospel Mission and St. Philip’s parishioner, would be 
glad to arrange for these items to be picked up from your home. Let’s join together in supporting Star 
Gospel Mission as they shine the light of Christ in the heart of Charleston!
To learn more about this wonderful mission, located at 474 Meeting Street, please visit stargospelmission.com. 

Supply Drive!
Immediate needs:

• Paper towels
• Toilet paper
• New pillows

and
New or gently used:
• Twin sheet sets
(flat, fitted, pillowcase)
• Bath towels and washcloths

The Inscrutable Clergy of St. Philip’s

Although we listen to their sermons every week, attend their Bible studies, and mingle with 
them at parish functions, we could not figure out the adjectives the clergy of St. Philip’s 
supplied for Bishop Mark J. Lawrence’s 10th anniversary banner. Better luck next time!

We pray for the sick:
Sally Fine, Susan Gaillard, Tracy Graudin, 
Ben Hagood, Bee Hamrick, Steven Lilly, 
Joe Livesay, Jacqui Luce, Betty Owens, 
Benjamin Schools, Theodora Truesdale, 
Sherri Vallario, Elizabeth Williams, and 
Lindsay Wing.
We pray for our expectant parents:
Reagan and Ashley Jackson.
We pray for protection for:
Becca, Janie, and Wills Baird, Graham 
Blunt, Ellis Domenech, Tripp Hathaway, 
George Hoefer, and Edward Pritchard, 
serving in our Armed Forces.
We pray for our home missions:
Star Gospel Mission,  Tri-County Family 
Ministries, Life Resources, and the Open 
Door Committee.
We pray for our world missions:
Suzy McCall and LAMB, for the medical 
missions to Honduras, for ministry to vic-
tims of genocide and AIDS in Rwanda, for 
Water Mission, and for St. Jean Baptiste, 
our sister church, and the schools in Haiti.

Collect (Last Sunday after Epiphany)
O God, who before the passion of thy only-
begotten Son didst reveal his glory upon the 
holy mount: Grant unto us that we, beholding 
by faith the light of his countenance, may be 
strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed 
into his likeness from glory to glory; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.
Lectionary Readings for February 11:
2 Kings 2:1-12
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Luke 9:28-43
Psalm 50:1-6
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