
My St. Philip's
by Doug and Scharlene Ringer

We are South Carolinians, having grown up in 
Columbia, attended school together, and mar-
ried in the late 60s. After that we lived all over 
the place, foreign and domestic. While living 

in Summerville in the late 80s, we were confirmed at St. Philip's while Renny Scott 
was Rector. When we moved to Charleston a year ago, we did not consider attending 
St. Philip's. It was too far away from our home, and we had determined to go to an 
Anglican Church in Mt. Pleasant. But God had a different idea.
We are writing about “My St. Philip's,” surprised that we are here, but so grateful. We 
began going to the Rector’s Bible Study on Thursdays and were struck by the sound 
and exciting Bible teaching that we so yearned for.  We were also surprised that a rec-
tor would regularly teach such a study in the middle of the week for an hour. While 
we were still attending the Mt. Pleasant church's early services and Alpha course, we 
began coming in the fall to the Rector's Forum at St. P's on Sundays at 9:30. We 
could barely make it in time. At the Rector's Forum, we were warmly welcomed by 
Lynn Ellen, and we went to a newcomers' event at the Millers' home. Most of the 
staff was there and we heard their stories. After we left, we looked at each other in 
the car. “I want to join St. Philip's,” we said.
The next time we saw the clergy, they all knew our names. Both of our names. Why 
is it important for your priest to know you by name? Maybe it's a pride thing on our 
part. But having moved to a new city at our age, it was important to us.  We started 
getting to know the clergy. Brian was so attentive to our e-mail questions about the 
C.S. Lewis class, even though we could not attend and were listening online. Ryan 
answered our questions about his riveting sermons. Jeff had taken time to counsel us 
regarding a personal issue when we first arrived in the area, way before he knew us. 
Andrew looked into an upcoming church trip for us and blessed us with his singing 
and playing guitar on Wednesdays. Marc came by our house to talk about prayer 
ministry and warmly welcomed our visiting German friend. Amy stopped what she 
was doing and brought materials to us for our ten-year-old grandchild who will visit 
in July. These are small things––but big things. And there were many more personal 
touches from the clergy and staff. They are all intentional and attentive. Each Sunday 
the amazing sermons reveal the Gospel in a new way, inspiring us to live God’s way. 
But what about the congregation? We have been able to connect personally with so 
many people, but we will mention just a few (we're still learning last names): Penn 
talked to us at length about medical issues we needed to research, Lynn Ellen met for 
lunch twice, Pat met for lunch and welcomed so warmly our friend who visited the 
Tea Room, Kristin gave her time while waiting on tables to welcome this same visiting 
friend, Martha met for lunch, Bill (known him since he was four) and Carolyn sat 
with us and helped us in countless ways, Juanita and Frenchie are teaching us about 
prayer ministry, Chisolm took time to discuss ways of giving, and these are just a few 
examples. We wish we could mention everyone who welcomed us in a “connecting 
way,” not just a “hi, how are you” way.  
And last, the Foyer Group. We told Brian we did not want to join a foyer group be-
cause our house was too small, but Tammy encouraged us to do it anyway. We found 
out small houses work just fine for gatherings. Our wonderful foyer group has gotten 
to know each other well, and each time we’ve met, the connection has grown deeper.   
This is a small summary of what St. Philip's has meant to us since October. We are 
so thankful that God made it so clear where we were to worship. As Jeff has taught 
us so well this past year, church is the Lord’s bride––His people, not the building.   
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Jesus said, “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise 
man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.” 

—Matthew 7:24–25
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During the summer, the inSPIRE will be produced every other week, with remain-
ing Wednesday mailing dates as follows: June 27, July 11 & 25, August 8 & 22.
The regular weekly schedule will resume with the September 5 mailing date.
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Diocesan Night at
the RiverDogs!

On Sunday, June 3, the Charleston 
RiverDogs fell 5-4 in extra innings 
to the Delmarva Shorebirds—but 
it wasn't because they didn't have 
an enthusiastic cheering section 
behind homeplate!

We learned today that the Supreme Court 
of the United States has denied the petition 
for writ of certiorari that was requested by 
the Diocese of South Carolina, St. Philip’s 
Church, and twenty-eight other aligned 
parishes. Though we are disappointed with 
this decision, our attorneys will be pressing 
forward. There remain two actions in the 
Dorchester County Court of Common Pleas, 
both of which regard the property rights of 
the Diocese and its parishes.

In one, the remittitur case, we will seek a spe-
cific evidentiary inquiry as to whether or not 
St. Philip’s and twenty-eight other parishes 
actually acceded to the terms of the Dennis 
Canon. The Dennis Canon was found by the 
S.C. Supreme Court to have created a trust 
interest over the church properties, with the 
Episcopal Church as the trust beneficiary. In 
the other, the Betterments case, we will seek 
recovery, under a South Carolina statute, of 
the value of certain improvements on the 
respective church properties. 

There is also a federal court trademark action, 
brought by TEC and the Episcopal Church 
in South Carolina against our Diocese and its 
parishes, which seeks damages for the alleged 
improper use of the term “Episcopal” and 
other related relief. So, though the Supreme 
Court of the United States could have ended 
most or all of this  litigation by agreeing to 
hear our property rights case, its unwilling-
ness to do so will cause us to continue the liti-

gation in the state and federal court systems 
in South Carolina. We will continue to keep 
you apprised of any additional developments 
in both the state and federal litigation.

In the meantime, let me assure you there is no 
cause for despair! The Lord’s Easter victory is 
evidence that our Heavenly Father’s plans and 
purposes cannot be thwarted. God is sover-
eign over the affairs of men and nations, and 
He has us right where He wants us—in a pos-
ture of dependence. As we have throughout 
this entire legal process, we will continue to
be faithful to Jesus Christ and His call to 
preach the Gospel. We will NOT be dis-
tracted from the mission of the church no 
matter what comes our way!

One of the hymns we sang this past Thursday 
put it best…

When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace all-sufficient shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine!

Faithfully Yours,

Jeff+

We pray for the sick:
Hazel Cramer, Mary Forbes, Tracy Grau-
din, Bee Hamrick, Ken Holden, Lenora 
Kessler, Steven Lilly, Kelsey Brockbank 
Lipscomb, Joe Livesay, Rena Mack, Jason 
Martin, Betty Owens, Katerina Proto-
papa, Edmund Rhett, Antoon Rijswijk,
Benjamin Schools, Malia Spears, and 
Lindsay Wing.

We grieve with and pray for:
The family of Patience "Penny" Walker, 
who died June 9.

We pray for our expectant parents:
Mary and Glynn Guerry.

We pray for protection for:
Becca, Janie, and Wills Baird, Graham 
Blunt, Henry Clayton, Ellis Domenech, 
Tripp Hathaway, George Hoefer, Charles 
Kirkman, and Edward Pritchard, serving 
in our Armed Forces.

We pray for our home missions:
Star Gospel Mission, Tricounty Family 
Ministries, Life Resources, St. John’s Cha-
pel, and the Open Door Committee.

We pray for our world missions:
Suzy McCall and LAMB, for the medical 
missions to Honduras, for ministry to vic-
tims of genocide and AIDS in Rwanda, for 
Water Mission, and for St. Jean Baptiste, 
our sister church, and the schools in Haiti.

Collect (Fourth Sunday after Pentecost)
Keep, O Lord, we beseech thee, thy house-
hold the Church in thy steadfast faith and 
love, that by the help of thy grace we may 
proclaim thy truth with boldness, and 
minister thy justice with compassion; for 
the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Leactionary Readings for June 17:
Ezekiel 17:22-24
Psalm 92:1-4,11-14
2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17
Mark 4:26-34ST. PHILIP’S CHURCH
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