
Even There, Your Right Hand Shall Hold Me
––––––––––––By Martha Vetter––––––––––––

“If I should take the wings of the morning and dwell in the ut-
termost parts of the sea, even there ... your right hand shall hold 
me.” Psalm 139:9-10a

Many, many years ago, when I was in college, I took a semester 
abroad trip to England. This experience ended up being one of 
the most meaningful seasons of my life. It’s where I discovered 
the Anglican Church. It’s where I fell in love with liturgical 
worship, and it’s where I learned to lean into God, even when 
I felt alone.
One day, I was feeling homesick. If you’ve ever felt this way, 
you know that it’s a horrible feeling. Seeking solace, I rode my 
bicycle out to a rural chapel called Lapley and discovered an 
ancient graveyard, much like the one we have at St. Philip’s. I 
crumpled down against one of the weather-worn tombstones 
and gently leaned my head upon its tear-stained face. There, I 
cried out to God and asked him to give me peace and strength. 
I opened my Bible and meditated upon this scripture in Psalm 
139, “even there ... your right hand shall hold me.”
Now, years later, I have just completed my lengthy journey to 
Central East Africa. I traveled from Charleston to New York, 
over an ocean to Qatar, over land and seas to Uganda, and 
finally over Lake Victoria to Rwanda! While I sat hour after 
hour after hour, I could see the shining rays of dawn glancing 
down upon the plane. I didn’t feel homesick, but it reminded 
me of those lonely moments in my life when I was inspired to 
draw near to God.
On the leg of the trip to Qatar, I spoke to one of my seatmates, 
and I noticed a tear falling down her cheek as she began to
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cry. She shared a bit of her story and I saw that she was deeply depressed. I shared 
with her about a time in my life when I had felt the same way. Then she asked, “What 
helped you?” My heart leapt inside me, as I knew that this was God prompting me 
to speak his truth with her. I breathed a prayer, asking God for the right words, and 
suddenly a beautiful conversation opened up between us. It was like God’s morning 
star had rested upon us.
At the airport in Qatar, we parted, but not before I encouraged her to get a Bible. 
She wrote down the names of good translations, and I also gave her specific verses to 
encourage her and to draw her into a deepening relationship with Jesus.
Many hours later, I landed in Rwanda. My old friends Godfrey and Marcel greeted 
me at the airport! We hugged and laughed and rejoiced that I had made it safely. Later 
that night, I noted, “Godfrey, I don’t see so many mosquitoes.” He replied, “You can be 
assured, mosquitoes are part of the family!” And yes, the mosquitoes have also joined 
with the family to welcome me! But most importantly, the LORD is with me. I know, 
as I lean into him, he has promised to lead me, to draw close to me, and to hold me 
gently in his right hand. 
Thank you for praying for Martha's safe arrival! She asks for your continuing prayers for her 
interactions with old friends and former students, for her Bible lessons, and that the Lord's Spirit 
would order her steps and guide her conversations. Martha returns to Charleston on August 1.
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During the summer, the inSPIRE will be produced every other week, with re-
maining Wednesday mailing dates as follows: July 25, August 8, and August 
22. The regular weekly schedule will resume with the September 5 mailing date.
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Father's Day Reflections on Haiti
––––––––––––By Clarke Wallace––––––––––––

“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 
sacrifices are pleasing to God.” Hebrews 13:16 

From June 20 to June 25, seven St. Philippians visited our 
sister church, St. Jean Baptiste, in the mountain plains of the 
island of La Gonâve, Haiti.  
We were there for Father's Day in Haiti, the last Sunday in 
June. How fitting, as on the trip were Miles Barkley with his 
son James, my son South and I, Sam Robinson, and of course 
Gerry and Suzanne McCord. Six men–and Suzanne to keep 
an eye out for all of us! 
On Sunday morning, we climbed in the back of a white 
truck–four on one bench facing five on the other–and off and 
up we went, into the mountains, through the town of Anse-
à-Galets and the villages and small farms, and up the rocky 
road. Driving our truck was Père Vil, who is responsible for 10 
churches with adjoining schools, and a medical clinic on La 
Gonâve. Père Vil has an easy smile, and he exchanged happy 
words with children and families we saw along the way. In 
the passenger seat was Gerry McCord–2019 will be his 25th 
trip to St. Jean Baptiste for Feast Day!
Shortly after we arrived at St. Jean Baptist, the service 
began. It was Feast Day and the church was packed with 
families dressed in their finest. It was decorated with col-
orful paper flowers, and choir groups sat together in their 
matching outfits. Père Vil began the service with a prayer, 
referencing le Père, le Fils, and le Saint-Esprit–and we were 
all reminded we are part of one family. In the sermon, Père 
Vil discussed John the Baptist, his preparation for Christ,
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the power of conversion on our lives, the responsibility we have as Christians, and 
what it means relative to our behavior. Since the sermon was in French and Creole, 
I did miss most of the supporting details, but the main points were a powerful mes-
sage. What is our responsibility as Christians, as fathers? How should that affect our 
behavior? This provides lots to think and pray about.
Other ministry highlights from the trip:
Education: Meeting with the teachers of St. Jean Baptiste. The teachers reported ap-
preciation for a lunch program for the students, teachers' training, a new water tank 
fed by a roof capture system that provides water for a garden at the school, and most 
of all for the annual visit from St. Philip’s. We heard more than once that the visits 
are so meaningful to them as an encouragement. 
Clean Water: Sam Robinson is working with Water Missions USA to implement new 
roofs on the church and school buildings, to include a capture system to send water 
to the cistern. Currently, they do not have access to clean drinking water.  
Medical: A clinic with a Haitian doctor was held at the church. Dr. Le Point saw 
more than 100 patients! Reading glasses and tooth brushes/toothpaste were provided 
to parishioners.
Children’s Ministry: We screened The Jesus Film for the children of St. Francis d'Assisi, 
the mother church in Anse-à-Galets. We also delivered two keyboards, two ukuleles, 
two trumpets, one guitar, one flute, and many recorders for the St. Francis music 
program.
La Gonâve Haiti Partners will hold its annual conference in Atlanta, GA, on July 27 and 28. 
Père Vil will be joining from Haiti, as will Claude Valdema, who runs the schools. St. Phi-
lippian Miles Barkley, finance chair of La Gonâve Haiti Partners and member of the board, 
will be participating. For more information on this ministry, visit lagonavepartners.org.

We pray for the sick:
Gerda Clark, Hazel Cramer, Mary Forbes, 
Tracy Graudin, Bee Hamrick, Ken Holden, 
Lenora Kessler, Joe Livesay, Rena Mack, 
Jason Martin, Shane Morey, Michelle Pitts, 
Edmund Rhett, Antoon Rijswijk, Benja-
min Schools, Sarah Stuhr, and Joseph West.

We grieve with and pray for:
The family of Robert Pearce, Sr., who died 
on July 2.

We pray for our expectant parents:
Mary and Glynn Guerry.

We pray for protection for:
Becca, Janie, and Wills Baird, Graham 
Blunt, Henry Clayton, Ellis Domenech, 
Tripp Hathaway, George Hoefer, Charles 
Kirkman, and Edward Pritchard, serving 
in our Armed Forces.

We pray for our home missions:
Star Gospel Mission, Tricounty Family 
Ministries, Life Resources, St. John’s Cha-
pel, and the Open Door Committee.

We pray for our world missions:
Suzy McCall and LAMB, for the medical 
missions to Honduras, for ministry to vic-
tims of genocide and AIDS in Rwanda, for 
Water Mission, and for St. Jean Baptiste, 
our sister church, and the schools in Haiti.

Collect (Proper 10):
O Lord, we beseech thee mercifully to 
receive the prayers of thy people who call 
upon thee, and grant that they may both 
perceive and know what things they ought 
to do, and also may have grace and power 
faithfully to fulfill the same; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.

Lectionary Readings for July 15:
Amos 7:7-15
Psalm 85:8-13
Ephesians 1:3-14
Mark 6:14-29
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