
December 3, 2017	 The First Sunday of Advent 

We pray for the sick:
Debbie Anderson, Sara Edwards, Sally 
Fine, Tracy Graudin, Holden Grooms, Ben 
Hagood, Bee Hamrick, Joe Livesay, Jacqui 
Luce, Felicia Morrison, Betty Owens, Ben 
Peters, Alfred Pinckney, Kathy Ravenel, Su-
san Renberg, Benjamin Schools, Elizabeth 
Williams, and Lindsay Wing.
We grieve with and pray for:
Malcolm Rhodes and family on the death 
of his father, Jack Rhodes, on November 21.
We pray for our expectant parents:
Zack and Larsen Spinelli, Ryan and Anna 
Streett.
We pray for protection for:
Becca, Janie, and Wills Baird, Gra-
ham Blunt, Colby Broadwater IV, Ellis 
Domenech, George Hoefer, Edward 
Pritchard, and Stephen Wathen, serving in 
our Armed Forces.
We pray for our home missions:
Canterbury House, Charleston Bible Soci-
ety, and InterVarsity Christian Fellowship.
We pray for our world missions:
Suzy McCall and LAMB, for the medical 
missions to Honduras, for Martha Vetter’s 
mission to victims of genocide and AIDS 
in Rwanda, for Water Mission, and for St. 
Jean Baptiste, our sister church, and the 
schools in Haiti.

Collect, First Sunday of Advent
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast 
away the works of darkness, and put upon us the 
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal 
life in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit 
us in great humility; that in the last day, when 
he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 
judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise 
to the life immortal; through him who liveth 
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Lectionary Readings for Dec. 3:
Isaiah 64:1-9
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-37

Blessings
by Ann Hunley Harrington

Everyday miracles can happen if we look 
around and stay attentive. And if we open 
our hearts to the love of Jesus Christ, then 
we can and should be amazed by Him and 
His love for us.

My St. Philip’s is a beloved place of worship, fellowship, and friendship, but above 
all, we encourage each other in our faith and we grow in our walk with our Savior 
Jesus Christ each and every day. But when I first arrived at St Philip’s, I was a broken 
person. It seemed like God had kept closing doors in my life, and I was mad at Him. 
I was feeling discouraged and I was questioning what His purpose was for my life. It 
seemed like I had hit a dead end. Then all of a sudden I had painful bladder stones, 
which turned out to be a blessing. And yes, at the time I did not believe my mother or 
anyone else who told me that it could turn out to be a blessing, but the blessing was 
that they found a cancerous tumor behind the bladder stones. And my Bible study 
group was right there through it all. I still to this day have the card with the Bible 
verses that got me through my surgeries.
Brian McGreevy’s Bible study classes, as well as Jane McGreevy’s, Pringle Franklin’s, 
and Marnie Kerrison’s Bible studies, made the Bible come alive again for me. They 
shone the light of Christ and showed His amazing love to a broken person. I was a 
bud; they watered me with the Gospel, showed me Christ’s love, and let me bloom 
to what I have become today. They gave a wayward daughter, niece, cousin, and sister 
back to her beloved family, who had never stopped praying for her and loving her, 
who had poured the seeds of the Gospel into her for years. And finally, the seeds bore 
fruit and flowered, showing the light of Christ to the world and standing up for faith. 
Basically, St Philip’s gave me back the faith that had been hidden and made it come 
out so I could become the person that God had intended me to be all along.
Jeff Miller often quotes Romans 8:28: “All things work together for good, for those 
who love God and are called according to his purpose.” As he said one day in the Acts 
class, “When God keeps closing doors ...” So I have looked back over my life, and I’ve 
realized that if God had not kept closing doors on me, I would not have become the 
person that I am today.
And because so many doors have closed, I’m so grateful for those He’s left open. It 
was a blessing to go to the Holy Land and experience what I had been hearing and 
learning about all my life. I was overwhelmed and amazed the whole time on this, a 
journey of a lifetime. So thank you, St. Philip’s, for pouring the light of Christ and the 
Gospel into me and giving me back meaning and purpose in my life.

We want to feature YOUR story (250-500 words) with one of the following topics in the next inSPIRE!

1. My Faith Story            2. My St. Philip’s            3. Everyday Miracles
For suggested guidelines or answers to any questions, call Lea Andrews at (843) 722-7734 ext. 232

or email her at landrews@stphilipschurchsc.org. Submissions may be edited for length or clarity.

As mediation between the Diocese of South Carolina and the 
Episcopal Church resumes in Columbia next week, your fervent 
prayers are once again needed. St. Philip’s and St. Michael’s will be 
holding a joint prayer vigil both Monday and Tuesday, and both 
churches are asking parishioners to sign up for one-hour prayer 
slots to ensure that every minute of the mediation is covered. If 
you are available to be in the St. Michael’s chapel on Monday or 
in our Chapel of the Good Shepherd on Tuesday, please call the 
church office at (843) 722-7734 or click the link on the home-
page of our website, stphilipschurchsc.org, to sign up.
If you are unable to attend the vigil but would like to pray elsewhere, you 
may pick up our Prayers for Mediation sheet in the Narthex on Sunday 
or email Lea Andrews at landrews@stphilipschurchsc.org for a copy.
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