
November 12, 2017 The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 

We pray for the sick:
Debbie Anderson, Jim Black, Sally Fine, 
Jimmy Gallant, Tracy Graudin, Norwood 
Grinalds, Ben Hagood, Bee Hamrick, 
Susan Hemminger, Joe Livesay, Betty 
Owens, Alfred Pinckney, Kathy Ravenel, 
Benjamin Schools, Michael Walsh, and 
Lindsay Wing.

We pray for our expectant parents:
Zack and Larsen Spinelli, Ryan and Anna 
Streett.

We pray for protection for:
Becca, Janie, and Wills Baird, Gra-
ham Blunt, Colby Broadwater IV, Ellis 
Domenech, George Hoefer, Edward 
Pritchard, and Stephen Wathen, serving in 
our Armed Forces.

We pray for our home missions:
Healing Farm, Biblical Family Center, 
International Seafares Ministry.

We pray for our world missions:
Suzy McCall and LAMB, for the medical 
missions to Honduras, for Martha Vetter’s 
mission to victims of genocide and AIDS 
in Rwanda, for Water Mission, and for St. 
Jean Baptiste, our sister church, and the 
schools in Haiti.

Collect, 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
O God, whose blessed Son was manifested 
that he might destroy the works of the devil 
and make us children of God and heirs of 
eternal life: Grant us, we beseech thee, that, 
having this hope, we may purify ourselves 
even as he is pure; that, when he shall appear 
again with power and great glory, we may be 
made like unto him in his eternal and glori-
ous kingdom; where with thee, O Father, and 
thee, O Holy Ghost, he liveth and reigneth 
ever, one God, world without end. Amen.

Lectionary Readings for Nov. 12:
Psalm 70
Joshua 24:1-3, 14-25
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Matthew 25:1-13 

Reflections on the St. Philip’s All Saints’ Sunday Brunch
by the Rev. Brian K. McGreevy

All Saints’ Sunday was a glorious day at St. Philip’s, with a packed house for the Rector’s 
Forum, beautiful offerings from our gifted children’s choirs during the 10:30 service, 
inspiring words from the Rev. Andrew O’Dell on Revelation’s description of heaven, and 
a whole host of baptisms. Capping off the morning, hundreds of St. Philippians enjoyed 
brunch together in the Parish Hall. It was wonderful to see newcomers and long-time 
St. Philippians, young children and the elderly all coming together and enjoying table 
fellowship with one another.
In the 10th chapter of the Letter to the Hebrews, we are exhorted to “…consider how 
to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing 
near.” Christianity is not meant to be a solitary faith, but rather one where God’s people 

strengthen and encourage one another by living life together as we seek to serve Christ. Being together is an important aspect of our 
faith, because it is in building relationship that we come to know the gifts and beauties and needs of our brothers and sisters in the faith. 
Our Kanuga retreat focused on the gift of hospitality, which is the first step in welcoming others into our lives.
The vision of the New Testament is clear: Jesus calls us to live as citizens of a new Kingdom, one where the 
greatest commandment is to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength and to love our neighbor 
as ourselves. Yet, in the craziness and busy-ness of our day to day lives, it is all too rare for us to make the time 
to connect with one another in our church family beyond a quick hello or exchange of pleasantries after the 
service. Therefore, St. Philip’s will be creating more opportunities for us to simply be together, whether over 
a meal or in worship or in study of God’s Word. If you have not come out to the new Wednesdays Alive! 
service at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesdays or the scrumptious dinner that follows at 6:30 in the Parish Hall, come 
try it out. Or, if you are downtown around noon on Thursdays, come to the Rector’s study on Acts in the 
Parish Hall and enjoy a sandwich luncheon as we open the Word of God together. Both of these settings are 
great opportunities to deepen your relationship and fellowship with other folks at St. Philip’s whom you may 
not yet know and to experience Christ’s presence among us. As Jesus said in Matthew 18:20, “for where two 
or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”

Poppies on Sunday, Nov. 12
In honor of the veterans of the United States armed forces and 
in remembrance of those who have fallen, please afix a poppy 
(available in the narthex) to your lapel on Sunday morning.

Have you liked our 
Facebook page?

Connect with your fellow
St. Philippians, share your pictures,

and more by visiting us on Facebook:

facebook.com/stphilipschurchsc

We want to feature 
YOUR story in the 

next issue of the
inSPIRE!

We are looking for short (250-500 words) personal narratives 
with the following topics (pick one!):

1. My Faith Story: How did you first come to know God? Have you had any 
ups and downs in your relationship with Him?
2. My St. Philip’s: Has your family been a part of St. Philip’s for generations or 
are you a newcomer (or something in between)? Tell us about your experience in 
the parish.
3. Everyday Miracles: We never know what God has in store for us, and 
sometimes things work out in ways we could never have imagined. Tell us about 
something you’ve seen that’s made you say, “Thank God!” 
Email your submission to landrews@stphilipschurchsc.org.
Articles may be edited for length and/or clarity.

Cookie College Fellowship Has Arrived!
by St. Philip’s Staff

Ahead of the much-anticipated Nov. 8 launch of College Fellowship, the Rev. Ryan 
T. Streett, flanked by College of Charleston freshmen Kitty Strawn and Sarah Silcox, 
gave away 160 cookies at Cougar Mall on the C of C campus on Monday. The cook-
ies, baked by St. Philip’s own Connie Stahl, were a big hit with the students; more 
than 15% of those who took cookies also shared their contact info for follow-up, and 
more than 25% took fliers. “There really is a great need amongst college students 
today, perhaps more than ever,” said Streett. “Oftentimes college students are going 
from one relationship or created thing to another, seeking to comfort some ache deep 
within, but those things are not able to bring the lasting satisfaction they’re seeking.” 

Streett went on to quote the first book of St. Augustine’s confessions: “‘You have created us for yourself, O God, and our hearts are 
restless until they find their rest in you.’”
College Fellowship is geared toward people between the ages of 18 and 24, and it meets Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the Youth Room 
in the Parish Hall. Those going are encouraged also to attend the Wednesdays Alive! service at 5:30 p.m. and to join Streett and their 
peers for supper in the parish hall at 6:30. “I am very excited to see what the Lord will do in the lives of the college students that 
come on Wednesday evenings,” said Streett. “Only a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ is able to give them the purpose and 
meaning they so desperately long for.”

There will not be
a printed inSPIRE
Thanksgiving week.

Please call the church
office if you’d like to

receive our email
newsletter.
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