
March 11, 2018	 The Fourth Sunday in Lent

A Godly Heritage in Our Midst
by Laura Wichmann Hipp

John Robinson, one of the founders of Second Presbyterian Church 
in Charleston, was a shipping merchant whose business was to 
ship others’ goods, namely cotton and rice. Robinson had not 
one but THREE ships attacked and burned by French marauders 
in 1825. No law, only the gentleman’s agreement that he would 
be responsible for his clients’ goods, compelled him to “play the 
man” of integrity. He had built a fine though not extravagant house 
northeast of Boundary St., now Calhoun St. Instead of declaring 
bankruptcy or pleading it was not his fault, John Robinson, in 
order to pay back those who had entrusted their crops and goods 
to him, sold his biggest asset: his house. That house is now named 
for the two successive owners who made it the lavish mansion it is 
today, the Aiken-Rhett House.
John Robinson’s descendants not only remember 
him, but they have the humble mark of integrity 
and a lively faith passed down from generation 
to generation. Our own Florance Robinson An-
derson, along with several other St. Philippians, 
is a descendant of this same John Robinson. No 
matter where the Robinson family went in their 
many moves throughout the centuries, some due 
to war or fire, they always managed to take with 
them their six-volume set of Matthew Henry’s commentaries on the 
Bible. These tomes undoubtedly shaped John Robinson’s faith, as 
they are now shaping Florance’s–she reads them online to protect 
the originals. They are so relevant that they are still in print!
Florance faithfully mans the sound system at St. Philip’s, working 
quietly behind the scenes, often unnoticed, but always necessary 
for the smooth running of our church. She welcomes newcomers, 
helping them find their place in Charleston and often sending 
these prospective new members CDs of teachings or sermons they 
may have missed. Florance looks for what can be done beyond 
her job description to build up the Body of Christ because she is 

the ECW invites the ladies
of St. Philip’s and their guests to the

Spring Dinner
Tuesday, March 13

6 p.m. in the Parish Hall

Speaker:
Teresa Glenn, author of

Becoming a Peaceful Mom
RSVP: (843) 722-7734

Surrender: A Turning Point

nursery available

Calling All Tea Room Volunteers!
Your 2018 volunteer sign-up form is on its way to 
you, but you don’t have to wait to sign up! Visit
stphilipschurchsc.org/tea-room to sign up online. 
Whether you’d like to help in the upcoming weeks 
or you’re craving customer interaction the week of
4/23, plenty of opportunities are available. You’re
sure to find one that’s right for you!

not only a Christian working at St. Philip’s, but is a longtime faithful member of St. 
Philip’s. I watch Florance with inspiration and admiration at her peace and smile as she 
does her best for her church. Florance not only lost her husband, Tommy, but before 
he was buried, she lost her mother, and then she lost her beloved historian mother-
in-law, Dot Anderson. Florance is an unsung hero in our midst who exemplifies the 
Christlike spirit of a servant of our Lord. She is a Proverbs 31 woman, content to walk 
humbly with our God. Tommy and Florance’s two daughters are married to men with 
ministry in their blood and who are in ministry themselves: Dorothy to Chris Blalock, 
pastor of Uptown Church, a churchplant in Charleston, and Felicia to Tim Evans, the 
contemporary music director of North Naples Methodist in Florida. Both Tim and 
Chris have a heart after God, and they have the perfect wives who back them up in 
their love of the Lord and who gladly and creatively join in the ministry work of the 
Gospel. This is a godly heritage in our midst, and it continues to define us today. The 
chain is only as strong as its weakest link, from generation to generation. They may 
have lost the house, but John Robinson’s descendants never lost the faith, link by link. 
Praise God for such a godly heritage among us!

Laura Wichman Hipp has been a member of St. Philip’s since 1989. She currently leads the 
Young Professionals Bible Study on Sunday evenings.
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ST. PHILIP’S MINISTRY TO CHILDREN &
FAMILIES INVITES YOU TO AN

Bring your own basket!
St. Philip’s Church

154 Church St.

March 24, 2018, at 10 a.m.
on the Lawn of St. Philip’s Church

For children grade 5 and younger

Holy Week Services at St. Philip’s
Palm Sunday (3/25)
8:15 a.m. ~ Holy Communion and Liturgy of the Palms: Rite I
10:30 a.m. ~ Holy Communion and Liturgy of the Palms: Rite I

Holy Monday, Holy Tuesday, Holy Wednesday
8:00 a.m. ~ Holy Communion: Rite I in the Chapel

Maundy Thursday
6:00 p.m. ~ Holy Communion: Rite I

Good Friday
12 noon ~ Good Friday Liturgy

Easter Day (4/1)
6:30 a.m.

Holy Communion: Rite II
on the Parish House Lawn

9:00 a.m.
Holy Communion: Rite I

in the Church
11:00 a.m.

Holy Communion: Rite I
in the Church

Please join us for a fellowship breakfast in the Parish Hall
between the 6:30 and 9:00 services on Easter Day.

We pray for the sick:
Marianne Clare, Mike Cooke, Sally Fine, 
Tracy Graudin, Bee Hamrick, Dana Heikes 
III, Steven Lilly, Joe Livesay, Jacqui Luce, 
Betty Owens, Ellen Pruitt, Frank Rogers, 
Benjamin Schools, Bonnie Schrimpf, and
Lindsay Wing.
We grieve with and pray for:
Steven Craig and family on the death of
his mother, Jane Craig, on February 27.
We pray for our expectant parents:
Reagan and Ashley Jackson.
We give thanks for the marriage of:
Emily Treasure and Robert Pearce, III, on 
February 18 in Auckland, New Zealand.
We pray for protection for:
Becca, Janie, and Wills Baird, Graham 
Blunt, Ellis Domenech, Tripp Hathaway, 
George Hoefer, and Edward Pritchard, 
serving in our Armed Forces.
We pray for our home missions:
Star Gospel Mission, Tri-County Fam-
ily Ministries, Life Resources, St. John’s 
Chapel, and the Open Door Committee.
We pray for our world missions:
Suzy McCall and LAMB, for the medical 
missions to Honduras, for ministry to vic-
tims of genocide and AIDS in Rwanda, for
Water Mission, and for St. Jean Baptiste, 
our sister church, and the schools in Haiti.

Collect (Fourth Sunday in Lent)
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus 
Christ came down from heaven to be the
true bread which giveth life to the world: 
Evermore give us this bread, that he may live
in us, and we in him; who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen.
Lectionary Readings for March 11:
Numbers 21:4-9
Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

ST. PHILIP’S CHURCH
142 Church Street | Charleston, SC  29401 | (843) 722-7734 | www.stphilipschurchsc.org

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday | 8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Friday

Presenting the Vestry Class of 2021:

St. Philip’s offers the warmest of thanks
to the outgoing members of the Vestry:

Bill Thompson, Elizabeth Bowles,
Travis Dew, Cynthia Patteson

Reid Davis Martha Freshley

Guv Gottshalk Sam Robinson
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