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The year 2017 has seen Prince of Peace continue a long tradition of engaging, faithful worship 

and meaningful ministry and outreach. From bible studies to adult discussions, from GroupLife to 

confirmation and Sunday school, from youth ministries to music ministries, social gatherings, 

weddings, funerals, meetings, membership classes, vacation bible school, summer camps, 

visitation ministry, local and international mission trips and serving locally…this is what makes 

up the vibrant ministry and outreach we share at Prince of Peace.  

 

The committee I served on through Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services has completed 

its work developing a process to engage ELCA churches in welcoming and settling refugee 

families. The new “Community of Welcome” program is now being made available across the 

country to equip congregations in this important work. Prince of Peace piloted the program by 

helping to settle a local family from Afghanistan.  

 

International outreach continues to be a vital part of our congregation’s ministry. From quilts and 

supplies that are donated, to our connection to the work of the wider church through the ELCA 

and Lutheran Disaster Response, Prince of Peace reaches out far beyond our local area. The 

Hearts and Hands for Jamaica outreach continued their hands-on work with mission trips to serve 

in that country. Another incredible Vision Trip to Tanzania in June was a blessing to all involved.  

 

I will be in Africa from January 7-19 meeting with our Lutheran partners in Tanzania to continue 

moving forward on several of the projects supported through the Prince of Peace Africa Fund and 

making initial preparations for the Tanzania Vision Trip which will be June 14-27. The deadline 

to register for that trip has been extended to the end of January with details available on our 

website. The Africa Fund outreach at Prince of Peace continues to inspire significant financial 

support with more than $100,000 contributed to the fund by supporters in 2017. 

 

In May, I will join our ELCA bishop, Elizabeth Eaton and senior pastors from around the country 

for the annual large ELCA church leadership conference.  

 

Let me close with a word about the financial picture at Prince of Peace. Most of you are aware 

that after a strong first half of the year, our giving took a significant downturn as we entered the 

summer months which depleted our cash balances to alarming levels. The congregation 

responded well to special appeals and following my communication sent out in October, which 

was followed up with phone calls by volunteers, the response has been faithful and inspiring.  

 

In fact, giving for the month of November was $10,000 higher than it was for the same month last 

year! December is not quite complete at the time of this writing but it looks to be on track as 

another strong month of faithful stewardship. Rather than the somewhat tired fall “stewardship 

campaign” we have adopted the approach of weaving faithful stewardship messages, discussions 

and teaching throughout the ministry year. Jesus said, where your treasure is, there your heart 

shall be also. (Mt 6:21) 

 

Thanks for showing the world where your heart is in 2017 Prince of Peace! Let’s continue these 

faithful trends into the new year as we look forward to growing deep and reaching out with the 

Good News of Jesus Christ in 2018!  

 

Your partner in this ministry,  

 

Pastor Chad Brekke 


