


@ When should the test be performed?

Once eacch building is complete, all weather-stripping is installed, the unit has power,

water, and no holes in the walls.

v

Q What does the Blower Door test tell you?

The Blower Door tells you how leaky or drafty each unit will be, which can contribute to
homeowner discomfort. The tighter it is, the better control over pollutants that come in the

How do | receive the results/what do | do with the results/ what paperwork do | provide
to the official?

The results are typically left on-site for the builder, but will be provided electronically.

house, where the air comes from and filter it before it gets to the occupants.

per hour for the Blower Door test.

Is mechanical ventilation (fresh air) required?
Mechanical ventilation is required only if the home has less than 3 ACH50 or 3 air changes

Type

How to

Positive

Negative

Exhaust only

Use of an upgraded exhaust fan
in a second bath that runs
continuously to meet the
requirement

Cheapest option,
easiest to control, least
costly to operate for
the homeowner

Unknow location of
fresh air, air is not
conditioned before
entering the home

Supply Only

& automated fresh air damper is
installed and ducted from the
outside to the return side of the
duct system

Middle of the road cost
wise, air is filtered and
conditioned as it
comes in

House has a slight
positive pressure, can
be a more costly for
home to operate as the
air handler is used as
the motor to pull air in.

Balanced

Install a ERV, or a combination
of the automatic damper and
exhaust fan

Air is filtered and
conditioned, the
conditioned air cools
the air that comes into
the home, more
efficient than Supply
only as it is a smaller
motar

Most costly, requires
another mechanical
system to be installed
and maintained

@ Why is the 3 ACH important in determining the need for mechanical ventilation?

With less than 3 ACHS0, there will be little air exchanged while under natural conditions. If this
is the case, it has been found that there may be increased humidity and the air can become

stagnant. The 3 ACHS50 is the industry standard for requiring mechanical ventilation.




