
The High School 
Application Process

 7th Grade Parents and Guardians 



Things To Consider 
•

•
•
•

•
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HS Admissions Timeline



September & October
Request For Testing & High School Application 



Audition & Tests
For Specialized High Schools



Specialized High School Timeline

Mid - September SHSAT Registration and LaGuardia High School Audition
Registration through counselors via Survey 

October (the week of exam) Test/Audition Tickets distributed to students

Saturday, October 21 and Sunday, 
October 22

SHSAT: All 8th  graders
Stuyvesant High School, 345 Chambers Street, NY, NY

 Sunday, October 29

Saturday, November 4

SHSAT   
∙ 8th grade ELL Learners
∙ Students with IEP’s 
∙ Students with 504 Plans
 

Saturday, November 4
Sunday, November 5

LaGuardia High School Auditions begin

Early March Round 1 results distributed
(including Specialized High School results)



How To Request Testing  REQUEST 
FOR TESTING (RFT)



SHSAT – High School Choices 

After the Test

ONLY choices on the test day answer 
sheet are final.

On Test Day
Students enter these SAME  preferences on 

their answer sheet.

After you Register
Guardian and student complete the grid on 
the test ticket indicating student preferences 

for Specialized Testing High Schools.



Changes To SHSAT

•
•

•

•





****BRING report card from 
previous academic year to 
audition 

****Bring food and water.



OCTOBER
Receive & Review High school Application 

•

•
•
•

•
•
•



Submit 12 Choices on High School Application 

✓ Enter your 12 High School Application 
program choices here.

✓ Sign and turn in to homeroom teacher 
by November 23rd.

Χ Do not list Specialized High
     Schools.

✓ Enter your 12 High School 
Application program choices here. 

Sign and return to homeroom 
teacher by deadline

Χ   Do not list Specialized High
     Schools.



High School Admission Methods

Please consider a mix of 
admission methods for 
your child’s application.



How To Find A School’s Admissions Method 



Screened programs rank students 
based on criteria that may include final 
report card grades, ELA and math state 
test scores, and attendance and 
punctuality from the prior school year.

Screened programs may also have 
additional requirements, such as an 
interview, essay, or an on- site exam, 
which is listed in the directory and/or the 
schools website.

It is the responsibility of the student 
and family to sign up or complete the 
additional activities. 

Admissions Method: Screened 



Admissions Method: Audition 

Audition programs rank students 
based on a performing arts audition 
or arts portfolio. Schools may  also 
look at students’ academic 
performance, attendance, and 
punctuality from the prior year.

Audition requirements, dates, and 
times are included in the directory 
or on the schools website. 
Tickets are only required for 
LaGuardia. Students will not 
receive tickets for other school 
auditions!!!

❑ Review information on audition 
dates and times in the Directory 
and school website



Admissions Method: Educational Option 
(Ed. Opt)

Educational Option, or Ed. Opt., 
programs are meant to serve students 
who perform at diverse academic 
levels.  These programs admit students 
who have high, middle and low reading 
levels.
Half of the students in each reading 
level group will be selected based on 
the school’s rankings of the students 
using multiple criteria. The other half 
will be selected randomly for each 
reading level.



Admissions Method: Limited Unscreened 

Limited 
Unscreened 
programs give 
priority to students 
who sign in at an 
Information 
Session, Open 
House or Fair.

❑ Go to every Open House and Tour for 
every limited unscreened program I’m 
interested in attending in 9th grade.

❑ Write my name clearly and include my 
child’s student ID number on the sign in 
sheets



Admissions Method: Screened For 
Language 

Admission is based on 
a student’s level of 
knowledge of the 
English language and, 
in some cases, on 
home language. 
English Language 
Learners have priority 
for these programs.

•



These 
programs 
offer 
guaranteed or 
prioritized 
admissions for 
students who 
live in the 
Zone.

❑ Check schools.nyc.gov/schoolsearch/ 
or my application to see if I have a 
zoned school

Admissions Method: Zoned 



Letter From Guidance Counselor 
Regarding Suggestions For Application



The High School Application Receipt 



How Is Your Offer Determined?



Seat Availability 
How Does It Affect The Offer

▪Review the number of 
available seats in a 
program and the number of 
applicants.

▪Demand, or the number of 
Applicants per Seat, will 
affect your likelihood of 
being matched.

Examples:
Program with Average Demand

Program with High Demand

High School of Economics and Finance       
Prior Year Admission 

Grade Seats Applicants Applicants per 
Seat

9 167 1,637 10 per seat

Baruch Prior Year Admissions

Grade Seats Applicants Applicants per 
Seat

9 93 5,447 59 per seat



March
Results And Round 2 

Round 1-The main round and Specialized High School results letters are 
distributed.

NOTE: The only time a student will receive more than one acceptance for a high 
school is if s/he gets into one of their 12 choices, a Specialized High School, 

and/or LaGuardia.

If you do not receive a Round 1 offer or are interested in exploring other high 
school programs:

▪ You can fill out a Round 2 application and choose from a new list of programs 
with availability.

▪ A Round 2 offer replaces a Round 1 offer.

▪ If you are still unmatched in Round 2, you will be placed in a
program with availability.

▪ All students receive an offer at the end of Round 2 in May.

▪ If you wish to appeal your offer, you may do so after Round 2 results are 
distributed. Appeals are only granted under strict circumstances (based on 
medical issues, safety issues, data entry errors, applying to new small high 
schools, accessible site requirements, and travel hardship).



Tips for the 
High School Admissions Process



NEW YORK CITY HIGH SCHOOL DIRECTORY
Your Journey Begins

▪ This is a family’s most 
valuable resource in the 
High School Admissions 
process.

▪ With over 700 programs 
offered throughout the 
city, this book helps 
families narrow their lists 
down to 12 choices.

http://schoolfinder.nyc.gov/


MS 104 Offer Data 2017
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Specialized High School Data

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•



Next Steps



Stay Connected

           

http://tripplanner.mta.info/

http://tripplanner.mta.info/
http://tripplanner.mta.info/



