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Old Donation Episcopal Church is a family: Welcoming All  Growing in God’s love                   
Joyfully worshipping Jesus Christ  Serving in the power of the Spirit 

Newcomer’s Supper 
Meet • Greet • Eat 

 

Sunday, 18 February, 5:30pm 
 

See page 10 for information 

Sunday 
18  Feb 

 

See page 7  

     Vestry Nominee Bios on page 8 

Karaoke Night 
 

Saturday, 27  January 
6:00pm - 8:30pm 

ODEC Parish Hall 
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“Snowflakes are kisses from God” so says the sign in my office 
that Brenda New gave me a couple years ago. I personally 
love some snow. But this year’s version is more than the 
Beach is able to manage. It was nice to have a little 
slowdown for a couple days, but now everything backs up. 
I keep hearing from parents that it is TIME to send kids 
back to school! 
 

January will be a full month if the snow goes away. With 
Wednesday nights and full Sunday morning offerings, you 
have lots of opportunities for education and formation. 
My course on John’s gospel is already reduced to two 
sessions, but I encourage you to join us Jan 17 and 31. 
There are so many interesting aspects of this gospel that 
are not typically recognized. Understanding more about 
them will enhance your hearing during worship this year. 
Matt Jackson, Debbie Quam, and Kelli Hoover will begin 
a new course that meets in my office, studying Rob Bell’s 
new book about the Bible. Holly Waide and John-Michael 
Payne are starting a fellowship and formation group for 
seniors in High School and college-aged folks. Engaging 
classes continue for young children. EYC is jumping into 
lots of fun and formation for the new year.  
 

Your new building design process is picking up speed. We 
sent requests for proposal to eight different construction 
firms, and also have meetings set with various city 
planning and review groups in January and February. 
Many consultancy groups within the parish have met to 
think about details needed for their particular ministry 
area. Your team is working LOTS of hours. Keep them in 
your prayers and thanksgivings.  
 

Our Parish Annual Meeting is Sunday, Jan 28 at 9:15. We 
will elect four new members of the vestry. Ned Kuhns and 
Rich Kuhr will review how our finances were for 2017, the 
Building Fund, and for next year’s budget plan. Our 
wardens and I will give reports about mission and ministry 
and answer any questions you might have. This is a very 
important annual event, so please make every effort to 
attend.  
 

Your vestry is meeting this week and next to finalize a 
budget for 2018. We still have 20 or so pledges that we 
expect from people who are regularly here and typically 
would contribute. Establishing a budget is easier when we 
have clearer estimates of what we will receive, so if you 
bring yours in this weekend or file one online it is 
appreciated.  
 

Mission and Ministry 
We do a lot of “hands-on” work through various feeding 
and other ministry programs locally and internationally. 
Our parish also hosts more outside groups than most 
anyone can imagine. But we also give significant amounts 
of financial support to other ministries and agencies. Last 
month as we finished up 2017, your Outreach 

Commission gave funds to a number of missions that our 
parish supports. We paid the bus insurance for a year for 
the Latino Ministry on the Eastern Shore. $1,000 went to 
the South American Missionary Society (SAMS-USA) to 
support Ron and Debbie McKeon’s ministry (they are 
former members - Debbie is sister to Ann Butler) in Brazil. 
We sent $450 to Fr. Nael in Israel for his work at building 
interfaith bridges at Christ Church, Nazareth. You 
purchased a “Little Free Library” which can be set up on 
our grounds and foster neighborhood reading (We are 
looking for some shepherds who are interested in this 
ministry). We supported Lynnhaven River Now, and 
Episcopal Relief and Development with gifts. Your gifts to 
my discretionary funds kept the heat and water running in 
several homes and food in the kitchen, some recipients are 
members of this parish. God is using you in ways far 
beyond what you see personally.  
 

THANKSGIVINGS…to SNOW ANGELS! 
Last weekend over 100 of us were able to get to Church 
for worship and fellowship. That wouldn’t have happened 
so comfortably and safely except for a wonderful gift of 
time and muscles. Scott Crumley was out here two days 
with his bobcat plow to clear parking spaces. We had a full 
team of members who shoveled sidewalks and steps. David 
Burt, Andy Ash, Mike Brunick, Bob Alpigini and Jack 
Alpigini were that team, who, along with Scott, went 
above and beyond to assure ODEC was ready and open. 
Lots of churches were closed. But as always, Old Donation 
is a harbor in the storm. We were comfortable and safe 
and able to worship the God who always provides. 
THANKS to this great group of members! And thanks be 
to God! 
 

to Muscles who care! 
One of our members was desperate for some help last 
week. She had a last-minute need to move out and clear 
her townhouse of everything. Jim Need, Ned Kuhns and 
Mike Brunick answered the call and did several hours of 
hard labor. THANKS! 
 

to GENEROUS and COMPASSIONATE members! 
As I mentioned in my Christmas Eve sermon and above, 
you are amazingly generous with your time and your gifts 
to care for those in need. The Waide family’s leadership of 
our members that continue monthly feedings in Norfolk - 
rain or shine or snow - in the heat of summer, or below 
freezing lately, is amazing. Responding to a last minute 
appeal for Christmas Eve feeding - or to assure that 
EVERY child at the Mission of the Holy Spirit received 
something for Christmas - or assistance to Ron and 
Debbie McKeon doing missionary work in Brazil - or 
support to the peacemaking work through Christ Church, 
Nazareth in the Galilee region of Israel…every one of these 
efforts is supported by your generous gifts for our 
operating budget that gets allocated for Outreach. 
THANKS be to God for you who serve and you who serve 
by your financial gifts.  

 

From Our Rector 



 

  

From our Assistant Rector 

Well, my friends, I have never felt more like Mary. 
 

Though you’re reading this in Epiphany, I’m writing in 
Advent. And, somewhere along the line, counting down 
the days to Christmas became equated in my mind with 
counting down the days to my own baby’s birth - I have 
to keep reminding myself that, while she may come early, 
I will still likely have a week or two after Christmas to 
keep doing things both at church and at home. But, as is 
our practice in Advent, better to be prepared. 
 

During Advent we are all a little like Mary, aren’t we? 
Waiting for, anticipating, even slightly fearing the day 
Christ will come— because after Christmas day, then 
what? Mary has to contend with how to be a mother, has 
to learn her new role in this world, and the weight of 
that, I have to believe, is even greater than the average 
parent because Mary is raising God’s own Son. After Jesus’s 
birth for Mary come the sleepless nights, the questioning 
every action of hers and every movement and sound of 
his, the dangerous reality of the world around them 
enhanced with every breath he takes. After Jesus’s birth 
for us come the empty boxes of presents unwrapped, the 
empty beds of guests returned home, the return to 
“reality” with the excitement of Christmas now left 
behind, and the knowledge that Christ’s coming is only 
going to challenge us in greater, newer ways this year.  
 

So, with Christmas season behind us and Epiphany 
already begun, what do we do now? 
 

We start by remembering that Christmas prepares us to 
encounter Christ, to experience God in new ways. Even 
when the presents are all opened and the songs disappear 
from the radio, even when the hustle and bustle of family 
and friends dissipates, life still goes on. We have so much 
to celebrate because, no matter what challenges Christ’s 
birth will bring us this year (and it is a challenge, isn’t it, 
to live as a Christian in world that so often runs counter 
to the Kingdom of God) for now, we have a little baby. A 
brand new little baby who is full of wonder and love, to 
whom everything is new and marvelous. Through 
Epiphany, that little baby is going to grow up and teach 
us so much about the God who cares for, creates, and 
raises us. We will learn step by step how to see the light 
through the darkness, to revel in His love and peace and 
joy, and to live into the hope that He promises and that 
Christ provides.  
 

Happy Epiphany, my friends. 

Happy New Year, Old Donation! 
 

With a new year, we can always expect to hear about 
“resolutions.” They may very well be positive and empow-
ering choices that we realized need to happen. Or, per-
haps the previous year did not pan out the way we 
wanted, and this is our chance for a fresh start. Whether 
or not we make them personally, or have friends that re-
solve to make changes for the new year, it’s always a topic 
that pops up. 
 

The question that I keep wondering is, are we aspiring to 
make changes to our life with God in mind? If we suc-
ceed, and things are going well for us, how often do we 
still call upon the Lord? 
 

C.S. Lewis writes, “Everyone has noticed how hard it is to 
turn our thoughts to God when everything is going well with 
us... While what we call 'our own life' remains agreeable, we 
will not surrender it to Him. What, then, can God do in our 
interests but make 'our own life' less agreeable to us, and take 
away the plausible sources of false happiness?” 
 

It is always more natural to call upon God when “our 
own lives” are unresolved, when things fall apart and we 
need strength. Note Lewis’s use of quotations around 
“our own lives”. When things are going well, we like to 
take credit. If we were really in charge, there would be 
little need to share that joy with God. We fall under the 
illusion that the temporary triumphs of our lives are not 
only a reward for our perseverance, but that they should 
serve as proof that we’re doing alright with little help. 
The truth is this: Every sorrow and every joy we experi-
ence in life is meant to be experienced alongside God. 
We need to stop saying “our own lives”, because it means 
that when life goes well, we often disconnect spiritually. 
(That is, until we need God to provide comfort or fix 
problems.) 
 

As 2018 begins, let’s remember a few things. It will be 
another year. We will feel pain and sorrow, and we will 
also succeed and celebrate triumphs. If we can truly re-
solve to do one thing this year, let it be for us to call 
upon God and experience life with Him in all times. 
That way, we will actually walk alongside the Lord and 
experience true joy. 
 

 Blessings, 

~Marta 

 

From Our Youth Minister 
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Along with the new year comes chilly weather. With that 
chill sometimes comes ice, freezing rain, snow, and the 
potential for hypothermia or frostbite. 
  

Tips for Surviving Winter Weather: 
·   Stay indoors 
·   Dress in layers and keep dry 
·   Check on family & neighbors, especially the very 
young and very old 
·   Know the symptoms of hypothermia and frostbite 
·   Keep pets warm and inside 
·   Winterize your home 
·   Check batteries in smoke detectors 
·   Keep an emergency kit with ice scraper, flashlight, and 
blankets in your vehicle 
 

For all weather related information, check commercial 
radio, television, social media, and various weather 
related apps to stay safe. If you have any questions or 
need help creating your disaster supply kit and family 
plan, please let me know and I will be glad to assist you.  
We are planning some great health and wellness events 
this year so keep an eye out for those! If you have ideas, 
we would love to hear from you too!  
 

~Sandy Colvin, MSN, BSN, RN 

The church re-pointing work is finished!  As you enter 
the church, (or are just walking around) take time to look 
at the fine work that was done to 
portions of the church brickwork 
to correct water leakage problems, 
and improve the appearance and 
longevity of the brickwork.  
 

As the year ended, the necessary 
filings were made to the city to 
initiate their review of our planned 
building additions and 
improvements. We anticipate that their processing of the 
Conditional Use Permit will be completed in early April.  
Additionally, we issued a Request for Proposals to eight 
potential general contractors and their responses are due 
in early February. We anticipate selection of a general 
contractor/architectural team by the end of February. 
 

The Building & Facilities Commission wishes all of you a 
blessed new year. We ask for your prayers and support 
throughout the year as we move from dreams to reality 
and begin actual construction of our new facilities. 

Healthy Living 

Buildings & Facilities 

 

From our Organist 

The History behind a favorite Epiphany Hymn… 
 

Of all the Epiphany hymns in the Hymnal 1982, “Songs 
of thankfulness and praise” (The Hymnal #135) best pro-
vides a complete overview of all elements of Epiphany-
tide, using didactic text to teach the meaning of the 
Epiphany season! Known as the “Manifestation of Christ 
to the Gentiles”, the Epiphany season begins on the day 
following the 12th Day of Christmas with the Feast of the 
Epiphany (also known as Old Christmas and Three 
Kings Day) and concludes with Sunday prior to Ash 
Wednesday (also known as Quinquagesima Sunday and 
Shrove Sunday). 
  

The words of the hymn were composed by Bishop Chris-
topher Wordsworth in 1862, with additional verses com-
posed by the Reverend F. Bland Tucker, and set to the 
Baroque German hymn tune, “Salzburg”.   The text of 
the hymn references several gospels, including St. Mat-
thew (2: 1-12, 4: 1-11 and 23-24), St. John (1: 14, 2: 1-11 
and 3:13-17), and St. Mark (8:29), and all point to signs 
in which Jesus was manifested as The Christ to both Jews 
and Gentiles: 
  

     Manifestation as The Christ to the Magi when they 
were lead to his birthplace by the Star of Bethlehem 
when he was approximately 2 years of age 
 Manifestation as The Christ during his baptism in 
the Jordan River 
 Manifestation as The Christ during the wedding at 
Cana, when water was turned into wine 
 Manifestation as The Christ during a multitude of 
miracles, including healing the infirmed and raising the 
dead 
     Manifestation as The Christ during the Transfigura-
tion atop the mountain, when Jesus’ body was trans-
formed into glowing glory 
  

This hymn is one of the most popular of Bishop Words-
worth’s hymns, and is in extensive use in most English-
speaking countries. So, the next time someone asks you 
the meaning of Epiphany, let them know it is not just 
one day but rather an entire season...then hand them the 
text to hymn #135! 
 

~Paul Hudgins 
Organist & Choirmaster 



 

 

An Easy New Year’s Resolution 
 

Are you already finding it difficult to keep your New 
Year’s Resolutions? Well, here’s an easy one for some of 
you. Resolve to turn in your 2018 Annual ODEC Pledge 
card! While this “Resolution” is presented a bit ‘tongue-
in-cheek,’ we are currently still waiting to receive pledges 
from folks who pledged last year. Your Vestry counts on 
a robust pledge return rate to help it make decisions on 
that year’s budget. It is really important for the health of 
the administration of all of our programs and missions. 
So, if you still haven’t returned the annual pledge card 
you received in your Red Envelope, please plan now to 
bring your card in on Sunday, contact the church office, 
or pledge here online. 

Give to ODEC online! 
 

It’s easy, fast, and convenient. 
Make a one-time gift, or a recur-
ring donation. No need to worry 
about going on vacation, missing a 
Sunday, or messing with offering envelopes! 

Valuing our Blessings 
 

Total Pledge and Plate Received $689,616 
Total Pledge and Plate Budget (YTD) $667,000 
Budget Received Difference  $22,616 
 

Number of Pledging Units to General Fund 199 
 

Building Fund $657,661 
Mission of the Holy Spirit  $7,506 
Outreach (all other)     $11,251 
Clergy Discretionary Fund                     $9,751 
Worship  $12,150 
Julia Tucker Scholarship Fund (Day School) $3,657 

Stewardship Lent 

Signs of Lent 
 

Lent was originally a period for catechumens (people 
studying Christianity so they could be baptized) to be 
prepared for their baptism.  Traditionally, baptisms were 
scheduled for the Easter Vigil service, beginning the 
night before Easter.  It became the practice of the 
Church to use the 40 days prior to Easter for a season of 
instruction, fasting, confession, and more austere 
worship that would climax with the great reversal of an 
extravagant celebration of Easter Sunday.  Signs and 
symbols include: 
 

Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon word, lencten, meaning 
springtime.  During the season of Lent we see increasing 
physical evidence of God’s renewing springtime all 
around us.   
 

40 days are like the 40 days Jesus spent in the wilderness; 
40 years for Moses; 40 days for Elijah; 40 days and nights 
of rain for Noah.   We count all the days from Ash 
Wednesday until Easter, except Sundays, which are never 
treated as days of fasting in the Church. 
 

Ashes as a mark is a biblical sign of humble repentance 
and recognition that our life is dependent upon God’s 
breath.  
 

Self-denial through fasting, alms-giving, or other acts of 
giving help us develop Jesus Christ’s lifestyle of 
intentionally giving himself for others.  A good practice is 
to fast and give what you might have spent on the item to 
the poor. 
 

Colors in the Church are purple (repentance) or black 
(mourning) or no colors at all.  
 

Alleluia: the joyful word of praise, disappears from our 
worship until Easter when we can’t stop saying it! 
 

Stations of the Cross, a tool for prayer and 
meditation. Traditionally 14 stations depict the “Way of 
the Cross” which Jesus walked in Jerusalem on his path 
from Pilate to the crucifixion.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfP-W0q112gmvQbvMjh8of-KdjeSNVBidma5XEavhxnLiPMbw/viewform?usp=send_form
https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1696
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Power Hour:  

Welcoming the Beloved 
January & February 

Just as the Holy Family was forced to flee King Herod, 
becoming refugees in the land of 
Egypt, so today more than 21 mil-
lion children, women, and men are 
forced to flee for their lives to escape 
persecution and violence.  
 

Each and every one is a person with 
a story, with a name, with hopes, 
and dreams. A beloved child of God. Our work as follow-
ers of Christ is to be ministers of welcome and bearers of 
hope, to remind everyone of their  
belovedness as a child of God.  
 

Come join in this five week series, designed by the Epis-
copal Migration Ministries, that will teach and empower!  
 

What is a Holy Lent? 
Beginning on Feb 18, this five week Lenten series will 
jump into an in-depth discussion of what Lent really is— 
where it came from, what it’s purpose is, what some tradi-
tional (an un-traditional) practices are, why it even mat-
ters, and more. Led by Sharon Payne, with guest speakers. 

What is the Bible? 
Delve into Rob Bell’s popular new book - in audio ver-
sion! Narrated by Rob Bell himself, each week will fea-
ture a couple chapters of listening, followed by discus-
sion. What Is the Bible? provides surprising insights and 
answers about how the Bible actually works as a source 
of faith and guidance, showcasing a brand-new way of 
reading this sacred text. Each class can stand on it's 
own so you don't have to attend every class to reap the 
rewards. Meets in Fr. Bob’s office. Led by Deborah 
Quam & Matt Jackson. 

All That’s Cool in Sunday School 
Cycle 4 Begins!  

Experience what life was like for “Jesus as a Child.” 
Epiphany Workshops: 

Carpentry: A building project with Courtney Miani 
Drama: Interview Jesus’ friends and family with 
Melanie Waggoner  
History: Learn about Jewish faith celebrations with 
Christina Hanawalt  
Kitchen: Make a Temple replica with Megan Warneke 
Stories and Games: Learn about how we grow with 
Drew and Cassondra White 
Movie: “Jesus, the Son of God” with Heather Floyd  

 

Cycle 4 begins in Lent with the “Mystery of Easter” 
based on the Stations of the Cross. 

Workshops include history, drama, and art! 

The Old Testament Scriptures 
Jump into the historical context and literary import of 
the first books of the bible, a foundational document of 
Western thought and Christian and Jewish faith. Vid-
eos presented by Prof. Amy-Jill Levine from Vanderbilt 
University. Discussion facilitated by Mary Poteet and 
Marti Jones in the library. 

New to the Episcopal Church 
Have you recently joined the Old Donation community 
or do you just want to learn more about what makes us 
Episcopalians? Join us for this six week course which is 
an introduction to worship, governance and history of 
our denomination.   
 

Begins February 25 at 9:30am in the Music Room. Led 
by the Rev. Kipper deGavre. 

12th - College  
Donuts, Coffee & Convo 

If you are a HS senior or college aged, you’re in luck! 
Starting this Sunday, January 14, a new time of fellow-
ship and formation is beginning just for you! From 9:30-
10:15 every Sunday morning, join Holly Waide & John-
Michael Payne in Mother Ashley’s office to get to know 
each other, talk about what is most important to you, and 
have fun! All people in this age range are welcome, and 
you don’t have to be a student to join. Come be in rela-
tionship & get to know an amazing group of people! For 
more details, contact Holly Waide or Marta Cohen. 

mailto:holly.waide@gmail.com
mailto:mcohen@olddonation.org


 

 

Sharing Your Faith 
When: Monday nights, 7:00-8:30, in the Library 
 

Back by popular demand, Tom Cantrell will lead a repeat 
of the Apologetics course “Sharing Your Faith with Oth-
ers” that he led last year - an in-depth conversation about 
how to talk about your faith. Space is limited to the first 
ten people who respond, so be sure to contact Tom 
(ptc@cantrell.ws) right away if you’re interested, or to get 
more information! 

 

Wednesday Nights  
 

“When love comes to town”    
John’s Gospel with blessings and curses.  
 

Wednesdays in January we will look at issues in the Gos-
pel according to John. The “Fourth Gospel” is oftentimes 
a favorite. It has more “love language”, and Jesus tells us 
what is going on more in John’s gospel than others. The 
Christ knows all and has more strength to match his 
knowledge than in the other gospels. In John's Gospel, 
Jesus seems more “God-filled” and yet also more 
“human”.  
  

At the same time, John's Gospel has more language that 
can be seen as “anti-Jewish”. John is often dismissed by 
skeptics as “escapist” and a late addition that cannot be 
used for reconciling the “historical Jesus” record.  
  

John’s gospel gets used more in this lectionary year as a 
partner to Mark (which is so short). I want you to be able 
to see the complexity and underside of the readings on 
Sundays or in your Bible study.  
 

Jan 10 - Introduction to John 
Jan 17 - The four “P”’s of John: Prologue, Prolepsis,  
Passion and Paraclete 
Jan 24 - No Program 
Jan 31 - Johannine Community, Love, and Eschatology 

Episcopal Youth Community 
EYC Hours (unless noted differently) 

Middle School: 4:30-5:30pm 
Dinner: 5:30-6:00pm 

High School: 6:00-7:30pm 
 

 

Sunday, January 14- EYC at MacArthur on Ice 
Drop-off: 4:30pm at church 
Pick-up: 7:30pm at church 
Cost: $10/person ($5 if you bring your own skates). 
Dinner included. 
 

Sunday, January 21- EYC 

 

Sunday, January 28- EYC 
 

Sunday, February 4- EYC Super Bowl Party 
6:30pm-9:00pm in Alfriend House. Come watch the 
game, eat, and wear a football jersey! Dinner included. 
 

Sunday, February 11- EYC 

 

Sunday, February 18- EYC 
 

Sunday, February 25- EYC at Indian River Lanes 
Drop-off: 4:30pm at church 
Pick-up: 7:30pm at church 
Cost: $5/person (more for snacks). Dinner included. 

Youth Sunday: February 18th 
 

It’s almost time for Youth Sunday! Each year the min-
istry of our young people is brought into the heart of 
our worship to bless all. If you’re 
a youth (6th-12th grade) and are 
ready to sign up for a ministry 
role as a reader, greeter, chalice 
bearer, acolyte, or prayer leader, 
contact Marta Cohen for ways to be involved.  

Youth Vestry Representative 
 

It is time to look for our next Youth Vestry Represen-
tative! We are grateful for Eliza Aydar’s work and in-
put over this last year as she served on the vestry.  
 

Youth in 10th or 11th grade are eligible to serve on 
the vestry. Any youth who runs for the Vestry must be 
able to attend the Vestry meetings the 3rd Tuesday of 
each month. A vote will take place on Sunday, January 
28th. Contact Marta Cohen if you would like to run 
for youth representative. Youth Sunday School 

 

Rite 13: The group will focus on communication with 
others, learn how sin can distort relationships, and also 
learn more about the power of prayer and silence. 
 

J2A: A study of societal issues, and learn from leaders like 
MLK and Gandhi. They will also explore the topic of 
sexuality and what constitutes a healthy relationship. 
 

J2A-C: The group will begin an exploration of the Book 
of Common Prayer, study different world religions, put 
their faith to action by supporting a charity, and dive 
deeper into the Scriptures. 

mailto:ptc@cantrell.ws
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Vestry Candidates 2018 

Rebecca Barrio 
My family and I have 
been attending the 
Gathering since 
2015. We fell in love 
with Old Donation’s 
welcoming commu-
nity and the variety 
of programs offered 
for all ages.  
 

I have especially en-
joyed being involved 
in the children’s ministry, having been a Sunday 
school teacher and serving as Sunday school super-
intendent and VBS director since 2016. I feel called 
to continue serving at ODEC as it grows and 
changes. I especially hope to advocate for the Sun-
day school and children’s programs.  
 

My organizational skills are probably my greatest 
strength and I feel they would be an asset to the 
vestry.  

We will elect four vestry members during our Annual Parish Meeting on January 28 at 
9:15am. We have four retiring members: Sharon Payne, Carol Gurioli, Jeff Hood and Rich Kuhr. Qualifi-

cations include: being an active member (over the age of 16) on the rolls of this 
parish who has been confirmed or received as a member of the Episcopal Church; 
someone who participates in the regular life of worship and ministry; a person 
who contributes to the mission and ministry of the parish; commitment to a regu-
lar life of prayer and support of other vestry members and the parish.  
 

The work of vestry is spiritual and functional leadership of our ministry. The ves-
try is responsible for discerning direction, establishing budgets for operation, and 
serving as a liaison to the various ministry commissions. There are monthly meet-
ings of the vestry and periodic meetings of the commissions. It is not overly time 
consuming, but at times in the year requires more attention for planning and re-

treats. Presence and participation in the life of the congregation is of the highest value.  
 

If you see this might be a time for you to serve, or if you have questions, speak to one of the clergy or pre-
sent vestry members (listed on page 9).  

Meredith Guzman 
I have been a member of 
ODEC for 30 years 
(baptized and confirmed 
here) and I attend the 9:15 
and 10:30 services in the 
historic church. I love the 
rich history of our church 
and the welcoming commu-
nity we have created. I enjoy 
singing in the choir, serving 
as a lector/intercessor, and 
participating in parish life events. I was a member of 
the search committee as a youth representative and 
have also previously served on the vestry. I am moti-
vated and would be honored to serve again because 
this is an exciting time of growth for our parish. I want 
to do what I can to help create programs and an envi-
ronment that will facilitate that growth and enrich-
ment for years to come. I can provide a unique perspec-
tive as a member who has been involved in many dif-
ferent aspects of our church life. 

Vestry: [ves-tree] 3. Episcopal Church. a committee elected by members of a congrega-
tion to serve with the churchwardens in managing the temporal affairs of the church. 



 

 

Brennon Pope 
My family and I have been offi-
cial members of Old Donation 
Episcopal Church for about five 
years, but Old Donation has been 
a part of my life for much longer. 
Both of my children attended the 
Day School and my wife and I 
grew up in neighborhoods adja-
cent to the church. We attend 
the Gathering service and I enjoy 
Wednesday night services as 
well.     
 

We love the tight-knit community feeling at Old Dona-
tion. The love that is shared by the parish is evident in 
all of the services and events. The opportunities for fel-
lowship, education, and outreach at Old Donation are 
a blessing.   
 

I am a member of the Christian Formation commis-
sion. I have taught two cycles of children’s Sunday 
School and regularly attend Adult Formation. I enjoy 
playing the guitar in Random Acts band and for Paws, 
Prayers & Praise. 
 

My motivation to serve on the vestry and any part of 
the church comes from my love of our Lord Jesus 
Christ our Savior and what he has done for me. I have 
been very blessed by His love and this church and am 
compelled to give back and serve.  
 

Serving on vestry would be a continuation of my jour-
ney for spiritual growth and involvement in church as 
God sees fit. I have a desire to serve Old Donation and 
help the church that has been such a blessing in my 
life.     

2017 Vestry 
Sharon Payne, Senior Warden 
Carol Gurioli, Day School 
Jeff Hood, Stewardship 
Rich Kuhr, Finance 
John Brown, Buildings & Grounds 
Vicki Dorsett, Congregational Care 
Laura Horvath, Parish Life 
Chip Saunders, Evangelism 
John Sherman, Building & Facilities Planning 
Michelle Stephenson, Historic Traditions 
Holly Swanson, Christian Formation 
Bill Waide, Outreach & People’s Warden 
Eliza Aydar, Youth Representative/Christian Formation 

Mitch Bean 
I started attending services in 
the Old Church sometime in 
2013, but now typically at-
tend the Gathering.  After 
moving to a neighborhood 
close to Old Donation, one 
could not help but notice 
that it was the proverbial bee-
hive of activity. Being a curi-
ous and inquisitive person, I had to check it out. What 
I found was a community that strives to live the Golden 
Rule. That is what I love about Old Donation.  
 

Although I was baptized and confirmed in an Episcopal 
Church in Norfolk ages ago, I also seek to better under-
stand our Episcopal beliefs and traditions, and what 
they might mean in contemporary society. I have found 
the programs offered at Old Donation (Education for 
Ministry Program and Apologetic Series to name just 
two) excellent avenues for pursing that inclination.  
 

I also believe that we should endeavor to turn those 
beliefs and traditions into material action and, having 
participated in Commission Meetings, Feed My Sheep, 
the Oyster Roast, and the Mission of the Holy Spirit, 
am motivated to assist in any way I can to continue to 
make that happen for our parish and the community 
we serve. 
 

With almost 40 years’ experience in the business world, 
it would be an honor and a privilege to share whatever 
talents I might have to support and expand our mission 
and live the Golden Rule.  

Do you grocery shop at Farm Fresh or Kroger?  
Help our Day School! 
  Farm Fresh: swipe a key tag each time. Pick up a key tag at 
the Day School. Points accrued are used for enrichment sup-
plies.   
  Register your Kroger Plus card with the NPO number 
85212. You must re-enroll beginning August 1 of each year to 
benefit the Day School. In January, Kroger sent the school a 
check for $182.77 based on 17 households who enrolled and 
shopped there from September through November!   
 

By using these programs, we help the Day School budget. What 
a gift from faithful living!   
 

~Carol Gurioli, Vestry Liaison to Old Donation Episcopal Day School 
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What’s Going on... 

Old Donation Episcopal Day School 

Paws, Prayers & Praise  
 

Holy Eucharist  
February 12th at 5:00pm  

This is a great opportunity to bring a guest,  

furry or otherwise, who might not attend a regular service! 

JOY Dinner Group 
 

Friday, 19 January 
5:30pm @ Dockside 
 

Friday, 23 February 
5:30pm @ Venuto Restaurant 
 

RSVP to David Eckhardt 757-340-4811  

Kairos Meet & Greet 
Are you interested in learning more about Kairos? 
When? Saturday, January 27, 11:30am - 2:00pm 
Where? Old Donation Episcopal Church Parish Hall 
Who? Ladies & Gentlemen who currently serve on Kai-
ros Ministry Councils for specific prisons.  
Why? Raise awareness, share experiences and  how one 

may become involved in min-
istry to our incarcerated 
brothers and sisters. 
 

Contact Frankie Ring for info! 

Karaoke! 
Saturday, 27 January, 6:00pm - 8:30pm 
Come have fun! Bring the family, sing in 
groups, alone, or show us your talent and 
perform your own bit. Snacks and soft 
drinks provided. BYOB. More information 
on the Parish Life Bulletin Board!    

 Registration for 2018 - 2019 is beginning! 
 

Parishioner’s  Registration Date: 
  January 17 @11:30am 

 

 Classes for Ages 2 – Kindergarten 
  Early Drop and Extended Day Available 

Registration forms are available  
online at www.olddonation.weebly.com 

     

odeds@olddonation.org | call for a tour!  499-2283  
 

I can’t believe it is already time to register the new 
school year! Please note the date for Parishioners!  
Registration opens to you before we open registra-
tion to new families on the 18th!   
 

Many wonderful things are happening at ODEDS! 
Our 2-year-olds are growing up before our eyes…it’s 
so wonderful to observe their changes. The 3-year-
olds are in the middle of a unit on Mother Goose, 
and for their grand finale they’ll put on a show.  
Dressed as their favorite Mother Goose character, 
they will sing along with Mother Goose herself!  
The kindergarten and 4-year-olds will celebrate Chi-
nese New Year. They will learn how to say “Happy 
New Year” in Chinese, make special lanterns and  
dragon masks, and eat noodles with chopsticks!   
Happy New Year! 
 

Janet Brown & Jody Baker 

Co-Directors 

Newcomer’s Dinner!    

Meet • Greet• Eat 
We will have a newcomer’s dinner on February 18th at 
5:30pm. This dinner is for anyone who has begun at-
tending within the last year. It's also for returning mem-
bers, so that our clergy can get to know you better. If 
you would like to attend, please contact Judy Kuhns: 
jkuhns809@cox.net or 757-343-6740 Family Fun:  Build a Banner 

Jump into your creative side!  
On January 20 at 4:00pm, come to the parish hall to put 
together a brand new banner to hang in our parish hall/
Gathering space. The last one we made two years ago, 
which is still hanging up, was a huge success and great 
fun! Martha Wilson will be directing us and dinner will 
be provided, just bring yourselves! Be sure to RSVP so we 
get enough food.  

Ladies’ Game Night 
BINGO! 

Friday, 2 February 
7:00 - 10:00pm, Alfriend House 

Bring a fun gift for the Bingo prizes! 

mailto:davideckhardt2002@yahoo.com
mailto:franrin2@gmail.com
http://olddonation.weebly.com/index.html
mailto:odeds@olddonation.org
mailto:jkuhns809@cox.net
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfPelRxSRxHRtO1mtRLNxTxa6Cf6JheXStDDwVNvJpzyGJ_vg/viewform?usp=send_form


 

 

January & February Celebrations 

12 Barbara Drew 
 Benjamin Perry 
13 Ainslie Anderson 
 Christina Merry 
 Grace Horvath 
 Ashley Urquidi 
 David Beach  
 Naomi James 
14 Jan Packard 
15 Nancy Arnold 
 Joan Miller 
16 Terri Piston 
 Lochlan Hoover 
17 Keith Moore 
18 Rob Brown 
 Angeline Groce 
 Alexia El-Attar 
19 Ryan Parker 
20 Karen Ludwig 
 Mary Jo Bradley 
21 Mark Erickson 
22 Kathryn Cintron 
23 Tom Ackiss 
24 Mike Jones 
 George Weeks 
 Edward Warneke 

January 

1 John Brown, Sr. 
 Betty Sherman 
 Janet Neumann 
2 Ronald Hall 
 Fred Poteet 
3 Ruth Ann Campbell 
 Darden Purrington 
4 Boo Burroughs 
 Samantha Brittain 
5 Dillon Miller 
6 Brenden Jones 
 Scott Poteet 
 Mike Vecerkauskas 
7 Harry Lustig, Jr. 
 Dave Wilkinson 
 Robert Johnson 
8 Robyn Waltrip 
9 Tom Gerace 
 Harper Peters 
10 Michele Purrington 
 Fred Myers 
 Patti Somers 
 Allison Small 
11 Page O'Flaherty 
 Zachary Suttle 

January Anniversaries 

3    Melanie & Jon Waggoner 
12  Tom & Joan Crockett 
14  Dan & Janie Bowen      
18  Julie & Tim O’Brien 
21  Carol & Bill Hart          
22  Timothy & Christina Merry 
27  DiAnn & Lew Friedrichsen 
28  Bob & Chris Randall 
30  Gary & Katherine Kline            
February Anniversaries 

4     David & Jo Beach 
6     Yvonne & Mike Reynolds 
13   Brian & Diane Miller 
14   Amy & Reese Young 
  Barbara & Jim Webster 
20   Lee & Sally Gordon  
22   Kent & Debbie Ross  
26   David & Pamela Bowles 

 

We welcome our newest babies! 
Eliza Fenton Hailey 
Leia Noelle Urquidi 

 

We welcome our newly Married 
Lauren & Curtis Moore 

 

Welcome our newly Baptized: 
Killian James Medlin 

7 Dot Tripician 
 Kell Perry 
 Richard Kuhr 
 Jade Tsai 
 Felix Tsai, Jr. 
8 Gene Allender 
 Donna Bulleit 
 Sara Check 
 Robert Epps 
9 Colin Martin 
 Peggy Allen 
 Ginny Bandelean 
 Hannah Hunt 
 Sterling Taylor 
10 Ann Perry 
 Smith Mistr 
11 Gracie Galvez 
 Sabrina Waide 
12 Bob Perrine 
13 Rachel Ruhl 
 Robby Ruhl 
14 Bill Dudley, Jr. 
 Matt Piston 
16 Al Allen 
 Rob Bradshaw 

 Carolyn Hayes 
17 Zach Neumann 
 Diane Shaver 
 Mike Check 
 Martha Wilson 
 Ricky Barrio 
 Alexzandir Balling 
19 Glenn Scott 
 Stephen Fleming 
20 Barbette Timperlake 
 Evelyn Wool 
 Cheryl Sutherland 
22 Laura Scott 
 Kelli Hoover 
23 Gloria Brown 
 Wayles Haynes 
24 Savannah Vaughan 
26 Jane Robinson 
 Susan Ruhl 
 Jonathan Teeling 
 Heidi Stanley 
 Sandra Wills 
27 Kevin Epps 
28 Joey Cheri 
 Milana Littmann 
 

 Susan Crockett 
25 Stuart Forbes 
26 Will Walker, III 
 Dick Bolen 
 Don Gibboney 
 Erik Grossgold 
 Adam Mistr 
27 Carrie Liverman 
 Parker Schmidt 
28 Jacob Miller 
 Mike Casey 
30 Reef Casey 
 Brian Wubker 
 Cheryl Kepner 
31 Paul Verburg 
 Bowen Huntley 

February 

2 Lindsey McCarty 
 Gregory Epps 
3 Linda Kuhr 
4 Kathleen Weinberg 
5 Joanna Gerace 
 Anna Brunick 
6 Tom Crockett, Sr. 
 Kieran Anderson 
 Sonya Grossgold 

The Norfolk Field Of-
fice of the FBI an-
nounced the selection 
of Mrs. Carolyn Weems 
for the 2017 Director’s 
Community Leadership 
Award (DCLA) for her 

dedication to drug abuse prevention and 
education at the local, state, and national 
level. Read the full article HERE. 

 

Rise in Glory: 
 

Kris McTague 
Doris DuVall 

Angel Tree Report! 
We gave gifts to a total of 
85 angels, 38 families and 
included a small gift for 
each caregiver. 
Many thanks to Vaughn Wilson and Julie 
Sterzing for leading this wonderful mission! 

https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/norfolk/news/press-releases/norfolk-fbi-announces-2017-award-recipient
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ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Weekly Worship Schedule 
8:00am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
9:15am  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
9:30-10:15am Christian Formation  
10:30am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
10:30am The Gathering 
 

2nd Sunday of the Month 
5:00pm Paws, Prayers & Praise 
  

Thursday 
10:00am Holy Eucharist                                          
11:00am Bible Study 

OLD DONATION EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Jesus Christ, Head of the Church 

The Rt. Rev. Herman Hollerith, IV, Bishop 
The Rev. Robert J. Randall, Jr., Rector 

The Rev. Ashley E. Urquidi, Assistant Rector 
The Rev. Fred Poteet, Associate Rector 

The Rev. Jacqueline Soltys, Associate Priest 
Marta Cohen, Youth Minister 

4449 N. Witchduck Road, Virginia Beach, 23455 
Phone: 757-497-0563 

odec@olddonation.org | www.olddonation.org 
 

OLD DONATION EPISCOPAL DAY SCHOOL 
Janet Brown & Jody Baker, Day School Directors 

Phone:  757-499-2283 
Ages 2, 3, 4 and Kindergarten 

Day School Hours:  9:00 am - 12:20 pm  
Monday - Friday 

Early Drop Off & After School until 2:20 pm 
odeds@olddonation.org 

http://www.olddonation.org/

