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Old Donation Episcopal Church 

Old Donation Episcopal Church is a family: Welcoming All  Growing in God’s love                   
Joyfully worshiping Jesus Christ  Serving in the power of the Spirit 

Christian Formation & Sunday School Begin 

•Sunday, 30 September• 

Sunday, 9 September 
 

Blessing of the Backpacks, our Students & our Teachers 

Annual Ministry Fair 

Fall Parish Picnic 
 

When: Sat, 29 Sept, 4:30pm 
Where:  Bayville Farms Park (on 
First Court Rd.) 
Details: Please bring a side or 
dessert to share, and any yard 
games you may have! We’ll wrap 
up as the sun goes down. Please 
RSVP by September 27. 

https://goo.gl/forms/gwcwwfaLwagWI7KS2
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embrace love over fear. The series is four weeks long, and 
will take us through the middle of October. 
 

EYC 
This summer, our pilgrim youth returned home from 
England reinvigorated with passion for God and their 
faith, and full of the Holy Spirit. A few of them met with 
Marta and Bob, and have designed a new format for EYC 
that we are ALL excited about! It involves worship and 
teaching planned by youth themselves (with guidance 
from Marta and clergy), as well as the usual food and 
games. The new structure allows for middle and high 
school interaction, as well as times for separate 
fellowship.  
 

Worship 
You have probably seen that we are embracing change, 
not only in Formation and EYC, but also in our worship 
schedule. We bid a bittersweet farewell to our 9:15 
service, and welcome Sundays@5 as a permanent service 
in our worship schedule. Starting on 9 September, our 
Sunday schedule is as follows: 
8:00am - Rite I Holy Eucharist 
9:15-10:15am - Formation Hour (Sunday School) 
10:30am - The Gathering Holy Eucharist 
10:30am - Rite II Holy Eucharist 
5:00pm - Sundays@5 Informal Holy Eucharist 
 

This change is the result of long hours of discernment, 
and is being made for many reasons, not the least of 
which being that we are no longer competing against 
ourselves during the 9:00 hour. Now, clergy and all of you 
are able to attend (or lead!) Formation Hour. The 
Random Acts band will continue to lead music for the 
Sundays@5 service, and the 8:00am and 10:30am services 
remain unchanged. We welcome our full choir back on 
September 9 as well, and look forward to a season of 
excellent worship together! 
 

Mark your calendars! 
Our second Annual Fall Parish Picnic will be held at 
Bayville Park on Saturday, 29 September, from 4:30-6:30. 
We have a pavilion reserved next to the playground, and 
you’re welcome to get there early if you’d like! ODEC will 
provide Subway sandwiches, so please bring drinks, sides, 
or desserts to share.  
 

Finally, our Ministry Fair will be held the following 
Sunday, September 30 following the 10:30am services. 
Commissions, be sure to get your materials ready! 
Everyone else, don’t miss an opportunity to see everything 
that ODEC is doing, all in one place.  
 

It’s been a joy, friends. Now, let’s gear up for another 
program year of ministry! 

Surprise! Not the person you expected to be “hearing” 
from, is it? This is a whole new space for me to be 
occupying in our Bell Ringer, as Bob is on vacation and 
shouldn’t be writing massive Bell Ringer articles while 
enjoying the English landscapes. But September is not 
only approaching - it’s here! The weather has teased us 
with cooler fall-like stretches - before drowning us in 
summer heat and humidity again, our collegiate young 
adults have moved back to school, and our young(er) kids 
are starting up their own classes here at home. Which 
means… ODEC jumps back in, head first, and swimming 
fast! 
 

First, we have to get our students and teachers started off 
on the right food with the Blessing of the Backpacks on 
September 9 during the 10:30 services. Bring your 
backpacks and briefcases, and have them blessed and 
decked out with our ODEC blessing tags, and remember - 
no matter where you are, at home, work, school, or play, 
you are first and foremost a child of God! 
 

Christian Formation 
If you look at the middle Formation pages, you’ll notice 
something a little different: a change in time. Sunday 
morning Formation Hour will now be an actual hour, 
running from 9:15am-10:15am. Our children (PreK-6th 
grade) will continue with the highly successful program 
WorkshopCycles, a model that allows each class to cycle 
through four different lessons in a month - meaning that 
each teacher will teach the same lesson each week, to a 
different age group. If you’re interested in teaching a 
cycle, it’s only a one-month commitment, and we would 
love your help! Our youth are continuing with the 
Journey to Adulthood (J2A) program, with some 
opportunities for modification in the near future to 
update some of the lessons and cultural references 
(Madonna is no longer modern!). And for adults, we will 
have at least two different offerings each morning - and 
one of which will always be bible-oriented and led by 
clergy! Take a look at pages 6 &7 for more details. 
 

Fall Wednesday Nights 
Our Wednesday night program resumes on September 
19, after our pilgrims return home from England. Bob 
and I have an excellent series planned for you, based on 
books by Scott Bader-Saye (whom many of you will 
remember from his visit to ODEC two years ago), and 
Will Willimon. This will be an ethical discussion, 
examining our changing world and lives, and how within 
those changes we can continue to follow the Jesus 
Movement, find our own happiness, and ultimately 

 

From our Assistant Rector 
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Chris and I are about half way across the Atlantic. It is 
also the middle of the night and a full moon is staring at 
me through the airplane window. Our week of vacation 
has begun. This will be a typical break time for us, which 
means we won’t run around from site to site. Rather, we 
try to “vacate” our regular busy-ness and chill. We will be 
relaxing in the Yorkshire Dales and Lake District of Eng-
land. These are about 4 hours north of London and 
known for hiking trails, beautiful scenery and good food. 
We will be partaking of the two latter assets. (We leave 
the hiking to Ned and Mal.) Late mornings, strong cof-
fee, and days for reading and eating well are our hopes 
and plans. - of course, eating includes ice cream! 
 

Vacation, in our Christian tradition, finds meaning from 
the concept of Sabbath. Ceasing regular routines to enjoy 
intentional time of thanks-giving and celebrating refresh-
es and renews. And it also reinforces our recognition of 
how blessed we are. Appreciation is deepened when we 
stop and reflect and satisfaction with life grows. Life is 
better when we can stop and reflect.  
 

I know we are entering a “busy” season with the start of 
Sunday School, Fall events, a Bishop’s visit, and more. 
But I hope we all will practice “Sabbath-keeping” - vacating 
our busyness on some regular interval. As we give thanks 
to God, we will learn that when we ‘count our blessings’ 
our cup is always filled to the brim.  

Summer is a time when we relax and take things slowly. 
Then with the return of a busy schedule, we sometimes 
find ourselves overwhelmed with things to accomplish. 
It’s honestly enough to give us whiplash! So why do we 
think we can do it all, at least all at once? Moreover, why 
do we even attempt this when our own needs aren’t being 
met? It is certainly a cultural problem; in the United 
States of America we are busier than ever, with task-filled 
lives and seemingly less and less time to get things done. 
In fact, in the U.S. we pride being busy; it’s seen as a sign 
of productivity, achievement and success. I often have to 
remind myself that the term “multitasking” is a misno-
mer; no one can truly do more than one thing at a time. 
Or rather, we cannot do more than one thing well at a 
time. 
 

In fact, this way of living has become such a habit for 
many of us, that it doesn’t occur to me that it might be 
one reason we feel so tired. We try to do as much as pos-
sible all at once, because the idea of intentionally leaving 
a task unfinished, even for a moment, creates anxiety 
within us. In a stark contrast, I imagine that Jesus often 
began his days quite differently. He prioritized presence, 
not productivity. He moved through his days with inten-
tionality, doing one thing at a time. 
 

The Gospel story of Jesus calming the storm is an excel-
lent illustration of this. The disciples were terrified, cer-
tain that death was imminent. And where was their teach-
er & Lord? He was asleep. As he moved through his day, 
Jesus realized at one point that he was very physically 
tired, so he took a nap. A nap? This seems very un-Lord 
and Master-like; rather it is remarkably… human. It’s also 
brilliant. Jesus knew he had to slow down and take care 
of his own needs to properly care for the needs of other 
people. He trusted that everything would be taken care of 
in the right time. 
 

Jesus awakened to the shouts of his frightened followers 
and immediately rebuked the wind and the waves. The 
storm calmed, and Jesus said, “Why are you afraid, you of 
little faith?” Jesus was not demeaning the disciples, but 
merely trying to show them the importance of trust. He 
wanted them to know that they couldn’t control every-
thing, nor should they try, for humans are not designed 
that way. Rather we were made for presence, relationship, 
and trust. As we begin (or continue!) hectic schedules, my 
hope is that we all will start to take things a bit slower, to 
prioritize presence over productivity, care for our own 
needs, and allow things to get done one step at a time. 
~Marta 

Paws, Prayers & Praise  
 

Holy Eucharist  September 9th at 5:00pm  
This is a great opportunity to bring furry guests! 

From our Rector From our Youth Minister 

Summer Wednesdays were once again energizing, 
fun, enjoyable and spiritually uplifting. We watched three 
movies, each totally different. “Get Low” and “Second 
Hand Lions” both starred Robert Duvall, but had unique 
storylines with great acting and spiritual/ethical insights. 
The Pixar animated film, “UP” was delightful, funny and 
moving, while also helping us see Christian themes that 
related to our daily lives. All three had themes of sin and 
forgiveness, loss and rebirth. In these wonderful “secular” 
films there is so much to see when we can gather in com-
munity and do some work of reflection. So, start collect-
ing nominations for NEXT Summer! 
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An Invitation from Your Clergy 
 

This is a special invitation for those of you who have 
been attending ODEC for a year or less, or even for 
just a few weeks, but never had a chance to attend a 

newcomer’s dinner. For good food, good conversation, 
and getting to know your clergy better!  

 

Meet. Greet. Eat. 
 

We provide everything!  
You only need to RSVP and show up! 

 

Sunday evening, 30 September, 6:00pm 
 

 

We hope you will attend! Please RSVP so we may plan. 
Email Judy Kuhns (or call! 343-6740) for details. 

 

Pilgrimage  
 

You might be missing some familiar faces the first cou-
ple weeks of September. 36 of us from ODEC are tak-
ing the 12 day “Canterbury Trails” pilgrimage to Eng-
land. Fr. Bob and Chris are leading our group through 
Canterbury, London, Cambridge, Bury St. Edmunds, 
King’s Lynn, Ely, Olney, Blenheim, Oxford, Salisbury 
and Stratford-upon-Avon. They will tour 6 cathedrals, 
but there will be so much more! Studies of John 
Donne, George Herbert. C.S. Lewis, Shakespeare… 
plus some Stonehenge and Thorowgoods and good 
fish and chips.  
 

Each day the group will post on their blog to keep us 
in the loop. And time for telling stories after they are 
back. We will send out daily updates. Keep the group 
in your prayers for a safe and blessed spiritual adven-
ture. Click HERE to go to the blog! 

Changing the World for God 
Faithful stewardship is putting God’s gifts of “time, talent & treasure” to work the way God intended when you were 
created and blessed. I was thinking about how much ODEC is a model of stewardship in our constant mission and 
ministry. Last week, Bill Dawson headed our team at JCOC. We are providing meals twice a month in Norfolk at 
“Feed my sheep” and twice a month at Mission of the Holy Spirit, 4 or 5 nights annually at JCOC, once at Canter-
bury Club at ODU and Bayside Homeless Shelter. Members were doing mission in Ghana and Guatemala and cer-
tainly other places I don’t know about. We are in prisons doing ministry this month and next. Others serve as volun-
teer police chaplain. The kids from Dos Santos, our Latino friends on the Eastern Shore, stopped in for lunch and 
play two weeks ago. ODEC people are involved and instrumental in supporting sustainable housing, Lynnhaven Riv-
er Now, battling OPIOID addictions, Children’s abuse, and Depression. The list goes on because YOU are involved 
and using your talents, time, and treasure.  
 

If you are looking for some way to make this world a better place…to puts hands and feet to your prayers and mean-
ing to “love your neighbor as yourself”…connect with ODEC ministries September 30 at the “Celebration of Ministry 
Fair”. These, as well as many other ways (choir, calling on the sick, flower arranging, teaching Sunday School, Office 
Angels, tending the grounds, etc.) to be a faithful servant with time and talent will be on display.  

Confirmation • Reception • Reaffirmation 
 

As noted several times in this newsletter, 
Bishop Hollerith will visit and confirm on 
October 14. If you are an adult and have 
made this your Church or are thinking of 
doing so, Confirmation is our sacramental 

way of asking God for strengthening your ministry. 
You “confirm” the promises made for you at your bap-
tism by others (parents and godparents) and God 
“confirms” His blessing upon you for your mission and 
ministry. If you have already been confirmed or made 
an adult affirmation of your faith in another tradition/
denomination, the bishop would “receive” you into 
this branch of God’s Church. You may also choose 
to “reaffirm” your commitment. Please notify Fa-
ther Bob or Mother Ashley if you intend to be con-
firmed, received, or reaffirm your faith. 

mailto:jkuhns809@cox.net
https://olddonationengland.weebly.com/
https://olddonationengland.weebly.com/
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JOY Dinner Group 
 

Friday, 21 September 
5:30pm at Reginella’s 
David Eckhardt 757-340-4811 

Ladies’ Game Night 
Friday, 7 September @ 7pm  
5 October @ 7pm. 
Every 1st Friday in Alfriend House. 
We welcome all ladies to attend for 
 relaxation, conversation and a 
game. Bring an appetizer to share, 
BYOB. Babysitting available with one 
week notice. Contact Patricia Cheshire 
for more information. 419-0951. Bring a friend! 

Creations & Libations Calling all Artists 
for a night of wine, cheese and art! Saturday, 1 
December from 6-9pm. There is no fee for a ta-
ble, just request 25% of all sales be donated to 
the church. If you are an artist or  crafter and 
want to participate in this event, contact Martha 
Wilson ASAP at 310-430-2306 for an applica-
tion. Space is limited. 

New Coffee Hour Schedule 
In September Parish Life will have a new Coffee 
Hour Schedule. All Commissions, groups, and 
even families, are asked to sign up to host a Cof-
fee Hour during the year. Duties include: make 
coffee, set out water and snacks, and clean up. 
Info is in the kitchen and all supplies are provid-
ed. Signup on the Parish Life bulletin board!  A 
Coffee Hour Open House will introduce this 
new schedule 9 & 16 September during regular 
Coffee Hour after the 10:30 services.   

Saturday November 17th is the 2018 Oyster Roast! We are 
excited for a great year and there are several volunteer oppor-
tunities for everyone. We are really looking for participation 
from our youth this year as well. 
 

We have several leaders appointed to the Oyster Roast and 
everyone is looking for volunteers to help. As we get closer to 
the event, you will see volunteer signup sheets in the parish 
hall, but feel free to reach out to anyone leading the area 
which you feel called to serve. 
 

Michael Hicks – BBQ Smoking and Pulling 
Dave Wilkinson/Tony Putzig – Brunswick Stew Prep 
Rebecca Barrio – Kids Games and Events 
Carolyn Gerace – White Elephant 
Shelby Wilber – Bake Room 
Lisa Teeling – Dining Room 
Sandy Colvin/Charlie Swift – Pictures with Santa 
Bill Dawson – Kitchen Management 
Leslie Fenter – Oyster Shuckers 
Courtney Pope – Beer Pullers 
Brennan Pope – Oyster Washers 
Mal Higgins – Parking Lot 
Tracy Jackson – Used Books 
Jonathan Halvorson – Fried Oysters 
Tony Putzig/Betts Werbiskis – Oyster Roast Chairs 
 

We need volunteers to lead the Silent Auction - one of 
our biggest money makers - cashiers, music and enter-
tainment. Please contact Tony Putzig at 757-777-0124 
or Betts Werbiskis at 757-434-2557.  

Acolyte Festival 

National Cathedral in Washington, D.C. 
 

Our acolytes will again attend the National Acolyte 
Festival on Saturday, 6 October at the Washington 
National Cathedral. We leave early morning, spend 
the day with over 1,000 acolytes in worship, train-
ing, and fun in D.C. and get back in the early even-
ing. If you are interested, let Megan Wilson put 
your name on the list!   
 

Help Needed! A driver for the church bus to and 
from Washington D.C.! 

mailto:davideckhardt2002@yahoo.com
mailto:megewilson@outlook.com
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Children’s Sunday School 
Located in the Day School Wing & Alfriend House. 

PreK-K, 1st-2nd, 3rd-4th, and 5th-6th grades. 
 

Cycle 1- Samuel: The Boy Who Listened to God 
 

Workshop: Story 
Activity: Reading the story of Samuel using different 
readers; playing listening games 
Focus: Understanding how important it is to listen to 
God  
 

Workshop: Art 
Activity: Creating a priest’s breastplate like Eli and 
Samuel would have worn in the temple 
Focus: Investigating the roles of priests and pastors  
 

Workshop: Drama 
Activity: Trying on different jackets, paper bag craft 
Focus: Looking at what we grow out of and what we 
grow into 
 

Workshop: Movie 
Activity: Watching clips from Disney’s The Lion King 
Focus: Comparing Simba’s call to Samuel’s call and to 
our call 

 

Apocryphal Bible Women 
September 9:15 in the Parish Hall 

Facilitated by Mother Ashley 
This September, we will address two overlooked aspects of 
our faith at once: Women in the Bible, and Apocryphal 
Texts. Join us as each week we examine a new book and a 
new woman (or set of women) who speaks within it, and en-
ter into a world of faith and femininity rarely explored. You 
may just come away with a new understanding of what being 
“feminine” means… 
Sept 9: Tobit - Four women, an angel, a demon, a couple of 
men, and...a magical fish 
Sept 16: Judith - Widow, murderer, and the savior of her 
people 
Sept 23: Susanna - The story of a beautiful woman, two slimy 
men, and a detective; one of the first written accounts of the 
#metoo movement 
Sept 30: 2 & 4 Maccabees - A mother and her seven sons. 
Bring tissues, this story is heartbreaking 

Youth Sunday School 
Beginning 9 September, 9:15-10:15am in Alfriend House 

It’s a wonderful time of preparing our youth as they grow in-
to adulthood and into a deeper relationship with God. They 
learn, develop relationships, and have some fun as well! 
 

Classes and Mentors: 
Rite 13 (Grades 7 & 8) 
Mentors: Tony Putzig, Jenn Putzig, Zach Neumann and Janet 
Neumann 
J2A (Grades 9 & 10) 
Mentors: Tom Gerace, Carolyn Gerace, Michelle Vasquez 

J2A-C (Grades 11 & 12) 
Mentors: Anna Sas, Jim Bulleit and David Beach 

New This Year:  
Sunday morning Formation Hour runs from 9:15-10:15am 

This Fall, join our Formation Commission in exploring what it means to respond to God. In Church, in 
work, and in play, we continue to say: Here I am, Lord. 

Confirmation Class 
Our diocesan bishop, Bishop “Holly” Hollerith will 
visit ODEC on October 14th for confirmation, reaf-
firmation, or to be received into The Episcopal 
Church. Please see one of the clergy if you wish to be 
presented to the Bishop. 
 

In preparation, three classes will be offered on Sun-
day  mornings, September 16, 23 and 30. The class 
will meet at 9:15am in the Music Room.   
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Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

Sunday, 9 September  
at the 10:30am services 
Teachers and students alike, bring 
your  backpacks and start the school 
year with blessings! 

It’s a Girl! 
 

Drew and I are so happy to share that we will be 
blessed with a baby daughter! We can’t wait to meet 
her, and for you to meet her too. We are so thankful 
for everyone who has been so encouraging and kind 
to us as our family grows. 
 

~Marta 

Episcopal Youth Community 
 

On Sunday, September 16th, (a week after Sunday 
school resumes) EYC is back! We are adopting a new 
format this year, inspired and planned by some of 
our high school aged youth. EYC will also be doing 
service projects and fun outings on alternating 
months. New 6th graders, please come and join us! 
Our new schedule (for middle and high school to-
gether) is as follows: 
 

5:00pm– EYC meets in the Church for music and 
Scripture readings at the 5pm service 
5:15pm- EYC goes back to Parish Hall for prayer, 
teaching time, discussion & communion, followed 
by dinner 
6:15pm– Games and hang out time for middle and 
high schoolers. (High school in Alfriend House, mid-
dle schoolers in Parish Hall). 
7:00pm- Pick up 
 

If you would like to be included on the EYC email 
list, contact Marta.  
 

Sunday, September 16th - EYC 5-7pm 
Saturday, September 23rd - EYC 5-7pm 
Sunday, September 30th - EYC Service Project 
Times to be announced! We will plan to go as a 
youth group for a couple of hours to help serve our 
local community. 
Sunday, October 7th- EYC 5-7pm 

Wednesday Nights in September 
 

Formed by Love, Casting out Fear 
Based on works by Scott Bader-Saye and Will Willimon  
 

Nothing in life stays the same… except for our need to 
follow God and the example of Christ, which means em-
bracing a way of love and abandoning an ethic of fear. 
Join us in a new four week series, as we discern what to 
affirm and what to reject in cultural change, and begin to 
think about moral judgments and how to shape our lives 
so we can be faithful members of the “Jesus Movement”.  
 

Scott Bader-Saye, Episcopal theologian and 
author, has been to both ODEC and the 
Diocesan Council. His new book “Formed 
by Love” was written as a part of the 
Church Teaching series, and will guide our 
discussions. 

  
Will Willimon is a contemporary theo-
logian and lauded author, as well as a 
United Methodist Bishop. We’ll be us-
ing his new book “Fear of the Other” to 
guide our discussions as well.  
 
September 19 & 26: The world is constantly changing, 
and it’s often hard to figure out what we want or need. 
Over the next two weeks, we’ll discuss how to navigate 
this, and at the same time be happy, good, AND look like 
Jesus. 
October 10 &17: “Faith not Fear” is our common man-
tra- but it’s easier said than done. Join us as we talk about 
how to keep justice JUST, and keep our lives in some 
form of order. 

Needed: Teachers and Shepherds 
We are looking for people to teach and shepherd in 

Children’s Sunday school this year! 
Cycle teachers will teach the same lesson once a week for 
four-weeks to different ages of kids. Lesson plans and ma-
terials are provided. You may teach as many or few cycles 
as you wish. 
Shepherds As a Shepherd you will show up, pass out 
name tags, and assist the teacher. Your job is to form and 
nurture stable relationships with the children. Please con-
tact Marta to help! 

mailto:mcohen@olddonation.org
mailto:mcohen@olddonation.org
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At the end of this month, you will receive a “Stewardship Short” 
on Saturday mornings featuring a quick video on some aspect of 
Old Donation’s Mission and Ministry made possible by YOUR 
generosity. We have kept these messages short and on point, so 
please take a look and see how a portion of the gifts you received 
from Christ go back to this church to do her mission. 
 

As per our tradition here at Old Donation, All Saints Sunday will 
be the designated Sunday for gathering your 2019 “Red Enve-
lope” pledges. Between now and In-Gathering Sunday on 4 No-
vember, you will see more information emphasizing our personal 
stewardship of God's gifts to each of us in Christ’s service.  
 

In Christ, 
Your Stewardship Commission 

Valuing our Blessings 

Total Pledge and Plate Received $378,543 
Total Pledge and Plate Budget (YTD) 369,000 
Budget / Received Difference 9,543 
 

Number of Pledging Units To General Fund       214 
 

Building Fund 263,106 
Mission of the Holy Spirit 4,236 
Outreach (all other)     3,436 
Clergy Discretionary Fund                     4,184 
Worship  10,839 
Julia Tucker Scholarship Fund (Day School)      2,745 

How One Sentence Can Change a Life 
Securing the future for parishioners, children and 
families in the community really is simple as one 
sentence.  By including a gift to Old Donation 
Episcopal Church Endowment Fund in your 
Will, you can share your life’s blessings without 
giving away any of your assets today. 
 

Including Old Donation in your Will is a popular 
gift because it is: 
• Affordable:  Your gift occurs after your lifetime, 

so your current income is not affected. 
• Flexible:  Until your will goes into effect, you 

are free to alter your plans or change your 
mind. 

• Versatile:  You can give a specific item, a specif-
ic amount of money, or a percentage of your 
estate. 

  

Every gift begins with an important question:  
How can I make a difference in others’ lives? 

 

If you are ready to include a gift to Old Donation 
Episcopal Church in your will, ask your attorney 
to add this suggested wording to your will: 
 

I, (insert your name here) of the (address, city, state, 
zip) give, devise and bequeath to the trustees of Old 
Donation Episcopal Church Endowment Fund, 4449 
N. Witchduck Road Virginia Beach Virginia 23455,  
the sum of ($________) or (________% of my es-
tate) for its unrestricted use and purposes. 
 

The Legacy Society of 1637 has 45 active members 
of the Old Donation parish who have answered 
“YES” to this question as they have included Old 
Donation Episcopal Church Endowment Fund in 
their estate plans. For additional information con-
tact the church office or Planned Giving member 
Earl Morris at 757-464-1062 or email bur-
rova@verizon.net. 

Legacy Society of 1637 

Have you moved?   
Please notify the Parish Office of your new mailing 
address! Save us from returned postage charges! 

2018 Vestry 
Bill Waide, Senior Warden 
Laura Hicks, People’s Warden | Finance 
John Brown, Buildings & Grounds 
Vicki Dorsett, Good News 
Chip Saunders, Congregational Care 
John Sherman, Building & Facilities Planning 
Michelle Stephenson, Parish life 
Holly Swanson, Day School 
Rebecca Barrio, Christian Formation 
Mitch Bean, Outreach 
Brad Croteau, Historic Traditions 
Brennon Pope, Stewardship 
Megan Barrio, Youth Representative 

Mission of the Holy Spirit (MOHS)  
Now 2x monthly! We provide food the 2nd Sun-
day, and food and our Clergy on the 4th Sundays! 
Join the fun! 

mailto:odec@olddonation.org
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Building Design Team 
We are awaiting rough cost estimates from our construction company to renovate the kitchen, and estimate 
some of the site work our civil engineers are expecting us to do in preparation for our construction project. 
Our Civil Engineers are finalizing the site plan for submission to the City for review. In the meantime, we’d 
like to share some information on what our civil engineers are responsible for. 
 

Civil engineering may be one of the oldest engineering disciplines. It can be dated to the first time someone 
placed a roof over his or her head, or laid a tree trunk across a river to make it easier to get across. Civil engi-
neering is the design of infrastructure systems that “civilize” our world with conveniences like sewer and water 
utilities, paved surfaces, and drainage and stormwater management systems. When you drink a glass of water 
or take a shower, civil engineers designed the systems to get the water to you. Whatever drains down your sink 
or when you flush the toilet, civil engineers designed the systems to get the sewage away from you. When you 
drive to the store, doctor, etc., civil engineers designed the roads, bridges and drainage and traffic systems to 
safely get you there. When you want to build a hospital, office building, shopping center, etc., civil engineers 
design the site plan with layout and utility. 
 

Our civil engineers are working on the engineering site plan drawings. The site plan is a technical drawing that 
clearly defines how we will meet the City zoning and design requirements. What does this mean? Well, at a 
recent meeting, we reviewed the civil engineers’ plans on how the storm water will drain on the property. We 
will most likely have a combination of underground storage and rain gardens. Why would we need these?  Be-
cause we are adding impervious materials on the ground. What?  We’re building (buildings and pavements) in 
places where there is grass or plantings now. We need something to help the earth retain and treat the rainwa-
ter. So, while we await the cost estimates on the kitchen and watch the civil engineers complete the site plan 
for our property, we’re here to talk about the plans and hear what’s on your mind!  ~Betsy Morris 

The Spirit is Alive at Men’s Breakfast Fellowship 
If you have a Wednesday in your future, and we hope you do, then it’s time for you to come to the Men’s 
Breakfast Fellowship. What you say? You always wondered what it was all about, but were afraid to ask? You 
weren’t sure if you might be too old?  You thought, perhaps, you might be too young? You worried that The 
Men’s Breakfast Fellowship would insist on you dressing up? 
  

Well, now. All ages and all clothing outfits are normal. Informal is the rule.  We span the gamut of ages, from 
those just out of college (a slight exaggeration) to those with hearing aids (true).  We have a communal time 
from 7:00am with an opening prayer, to 8:00am dismissal every Wednesday in Tucker Hall, including a break-
fast and a program.  Some of us arrive early to prepare the meal: scrambled eggs, sausage, biscuits, juice, coffee, 
and the occasional leftovers from some other church group. We collect $2.00 to cover the food cost. Others of 
us stay to clean up. We end promptly at 8:00, and because some are still of working age, it is perfectly fine and 
expected for them to leave immediately.  
 

The seasoned Men’s Fellowship attendees among us prepare and rotate our programs. If you are a newcomer, 
you get a “pass” as long as you want, and we don’t expect you to hop in with a program. Sometimes one of us 
bring a guest speaker. 
 

Most recently, we have learned about opioid addiction and its devastating impact right here at Old Donation; 
we viewed the video of Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s sermon at the British royal wedding; we heard an 
update on the ODEC kitchen remodeling design. If it’s cutting edge, you must be talking about Men’s Break-
fast Fellowship! 
 

So if you are on the fence, and not sure, come and join us for a Wednesday or two. We want you! We know 
you’ll want to come back! 
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Support our Day School while you Shop! 
Click HERE for information. 

My name is Tricia Crawford, and I 
am the new Co-Director at the Day 
School.  I have been a teacher here 
for 12 years and I am very excited to 
start this new journey at the Day 
School. 
 

Great news…enrollment is booming!  
We have 110 children enrolled, we 
have one opening in our two-year-old 
classes, two openings in our 3 day threes, and a couple of 
openings in each of our four year old classes. The teach-
ers have been busy and we’re anxious to show off our 
bright and inviting classrooms!   I invite everyone to stop 
by, say hello and celebrate all that is new and familiar at 
the Day School!   
 

We are continuing the Kroger and Office Max shopping 
programs. Please click HERE for details, and how to get 
signed up. 
 

~Tricia Crawford and Jody Baker, Co-Directors 

Our Rich History 

For over 200 years people living along the shores of the 
Lynnhaven River came to Lynnhaven Parish Church by 
boat, a river teaming with oysters. Back in 1909, when 
one oyster filled a dinner plate, President Taft ate here. 
By praising the Lynnhaven Oyster as the best, he helped 
kickstart Charles Barnett’s oyster business. Soon he was 
shipping them to places that included the New York’s 
Waldorf Astoria Hotel and Grand Central Station. 
Though his New York connections he was able to acquire 
a $7,000 loan for the reconstruction of our burned-out 
church in 1916. During this time he and his wife Stella 
held oyster roasts for a new and budding 20th century 
congregation at his Ferry Farm Plantation Home facing 
the Lynnhaven River.  
 

During the twentieth century a gradual decline in oysters 
was caused by pollution from sewage release and lawn 
chemicals. In 2002, Lynnhaven River NOW was started by 
local citizens lobbying for public and private resources to 
clean up the Lynnhaven. Now, for the first time in 33 
years, the Chesapeake’s estuary water quality is improving 
in every region. The most significant improvement is the 
area around the Lynnhaven which has been credited to 
the partnership of the Chesapeake Bay Foundation and 
Lynnhaven River Now.  Added to that good news, Virginia 
Beach recently received ten million in federal funds for 
Lynnhaven River’s continued restoration project to bring 
oysters back to their glorious days when those Lynnhaven 
Oysters were famous all over the country. 
 

Lynnhaven River NOW has recognized Old Donation Epis-
copal Day School with a Pearl School Award each year 
since 2014 for their “Excellence in Environmental Educa-
tion” with the first ever award to a pre-school. Their 
award is for these young people learning and participat-
ing in recycling, planting, rain water reuse, starting two 
bee hives, and learning what harms the environment. 
~Bob Perrine, Historian 

Day School News 

Just Under the Radar 

By M.W.Givens 
 

Just under the radar, that's where the unsung heroes live 
They're not looking for fame but just what they can give  

Just under the radar, there's where they usually hide 
Doing good deeds in the dark with Jesus as their guide 

Just under the radar, in this fragile state called life 
That's where they work doing what they can to mitigate 

strife... 
 

Consider being an unsung hero by participating with the 
Congregational Care Commission. Look for us at the 
Commission Fair later this month! Opportunities to 
serve or partake of the following ministries: 
 

Stephen's Ministry  • Hospital Visitation • Eucharist 
Visitation • Health and Wellness • Knit Wits • Grief 
Share • Card Senders • Transportation & Meals  • 
Care and Comfort  • Prayer Chain •Healing Ministry  
 

Contact Rebecca Saunders 

file:///C:/Users/GHood.OLDDONATION/Desktop/Dropbox/Public/ODEDS 2018 2019 SHOPPING PROGRAMS.pdf
file:///C:/Users/GHood.OLDDONATION/Desktop/Dropbox/Public/ODEDS 2018 2019 SHOPPING PROGRAMS.pdf
mailto:beksaunders@gmail.com
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Birthdays 

September Celebrations 
Anniversaries  

1  Claudia Rawlings 
    Paul Downing  
2  Vaughn Wilson 
    Nancy Koch 
    Olivia Keller 
    Val Byrnside-Casey 
3  Tom Cantrell 
4   Jo Lupton 
5   Ed Butts 
     Joe Campbell 
     Maryann Miller 
6   Dillon Browning 
     Cameron Brunick 
     Megan Warneke 
7   Audrey Brown 
     Ben Garrett 
     Patsy Harris 
8   Elaine Murray 
9   Ann Hanes 
     Sandy Parsons 
     Ellie Kreassig 
     Ginny Sinclair 
     Carrie Gordon 
     Stacey Howeth 
10 Sally Dudley 
     Issy Brown 
11 Barbara Webster 
     Emily Holmes 
     Patrick Swanson 

12 Sally Gordon 
 Lisa Teeling 
 Brendan O’Donoghue 
 Ginny Burt 
 Liam Malcom 
13 Nita Watterson 
  Mal Higgins 
 Stefanie Hurley 
14 Courtney Pope 
 Elizabeth Luebbert 
 Haley Groce 
 Abigail Myers 
 Alyssa Smith 
 Alan Ormond 
 Cara Hall 
15 Gretchen Hood 
 Winn Tolerton 
 Sophia Wubker 
16 Dick Hanna 
 Yvette Ghormley 
 Drew Pope 
 Megan Wilson 
 Blyth Young 
17 Marguerite Duncan 
 Rachel Scott 
 Tanzie Moore 
 Erol Aydar 
18 Joe Tucker 
 Carleigh Fite 
19 Justin Eaton 
 Lee Ann Kwiatkowski 

2    Neil & Shannon Koprowski 
6    Mairin & Patrick Genova 
 Marcia & Al Torres 
7    Jennifer & Ricki Schmidt 
8    Barbara & Frank Schweiger 
15  Megan & Robert Johnson 
16 Sonya & Erik Grossgold 
18  Carolyn & Billy Weems 
20  Carl & Julie Sterzing 
21  Marti & Mike Jones 
23 Laura & Michael Hicks 
26  Sandy & Tim Colvin  
27  Elizabeth & Jesse Malcom 

20  Cole Aydar 
21  Betts Werbiskis 
      Beth Jones 
      Jim Battersby 
22  Bill Thompson 
      Drew Cohen 
      Portia Williams 
      Philip Purrington 
      Rowan McCarty 
23  Dick Kreassig 
      Amber Lovejoy 
24  Christopher Miller 
      Doug Piston 
      Brett Dudley 
      Lilah Eaton 
25  Pamela Bowles 
      Rachel Higgins 
 27 Leslie Fenter 
      Kelly Cintron 
 Caroline Ross 
      Emmaline Genova 
      Connor Shih 
28 Melissa Waide 
29 Meredith Guzman 
      Brooke Wilkinson 
  Connor Grow 
 30 Peter Hatchard 
 Dave Foley 

 
 

Rise in Glory 
Nancy Fitch 
Pegg Frank 

We welcome our newly baptized! 
Leia Noelle Urquidi 

Rylee Ann Hall 
 

Congratulations to our newly married! 
Beth Jones & Eric Anderson 

Mandy & Daniel Bulles 
Shelby Wilber & Gary Longmire 

Jake & Kat Fenter 

Flu Clinic, Sunday, 7 October 
8:30am - noon (PH)  
 

Flu is a contagious respiratory illness 
caused by influenza viruses that can cause mild to 
severe illness, possibly resulting in hospitalization or death. Children, the elderly, and those with certain health con-
ditions are at high risk for flu complications. The flu vaccine protects you and others, and is clinically proven to 
prevent the flu! Pneumovax and Prevnar 13 vaccines will also be available at this year’s Flu Clinic.   
 

~Erin Lind DNP, Family Nurse Practitioner-BC, Health and Wellness Ministry 

It’s Time for Softball! 
Below is our Fall 2018 softball game schedule! 
Spectators, come fill the bleachers and cheer for 
your Ringers in purple! 
Note: All games will be held at Princess Anne Athletic Com-
plex (PAAC), Red Field #4, located at 4001 Dam Neck Road 
(across from Amphitheater and Sportsplex). Park on the Red 
side! 
 

Friday, September 7 @ 6:45 & 7:45, vs Gathering Storm 
Friday, September 14 @ 8:45 & 9:45, vs Saints & Sinners 
Friday, September 21 @ 8:45 & 9:45, vs Emmanuel Saints 
Friday, September 28 @ 6:45 & 7:45, vs St. Nicholas Saints 
Friday, October 5 No games 
Friday, October 12 @ 6:45 & 7:45, vs Gathering Storm 
Friday, October 19 @ 8:45 & 9:45, vs Saints & Sinners 
Friday, October 26 @ 8:45 & 9:45, vs Emmanuel Saints 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/viruses/index.htm
mailto:erin.lind02@gmail.com
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ELECTRONIC  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

WEEKLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday 
8:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
9:15 -10:15 a.m.  Christian Formation  
10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
10:30 a.m.  The Gathering 
  5:00 p.m. Sundays@5 Holy Eucharist 
 

2nd Sunday of the Month 
5:00 p.m.  Paws, Prayers & Praise Holy Eucharist 
Thursday 
10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist                                          
11:00 a.m.  Bible Study 

OLD DONATION EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Jesus Christ, Head of the Church 

The Rt. Rev. Herman Hollerith, IV, Bishop 
The Rev. Robert J. Randall, Jr., Rector 

The Rev. Ashley E. Urquidi, Assistant Rector 
The Rev. Fred Poteet, Priest Associate 

Mrs. Marta Cohen, Youth Minister 
4449 N. Witchduck Road, Virginia Beach, 23455 

Phone: 757-497-0563 
odec@olddonation.org | www.olddonation.org 

 

OLD DONATION EPISCOPAL DAY SCHOOL 
Tricia Crawford & Jody Baker, Day School Directors 

Phone:  757-499-2283 
Ages 2, 3, 4 and Kindergarten 

Day School Hours:  9:00 am - 12:20 pm  
Monday - Friday 

Early Drop Off & After School until 2:20 pm 
odeds@olddonation.org 

http://www.olddonation.org/

