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2018 

Old Donation Episcopal Church 

Old Donation Episcopal Church is a family: Welcoming All  Growing in God’s love                   
Joyfully worshipping Jesus Christ  Serving in the power of the Spirit 

April 22nd 
 

Good Shepherd  
& 

Day School Sunday 
 

A great day to invite your friends & 

neighbors. We will have a live lamb! 

 

Pentecost Sunday, 20 May 
 

The Coming of the Holy Spirit! 

On this Sunday The Gospel is proclaimed 

in multiple languages simultaneously. 

Wear RED! 

Family Fun Information on Pg 9! 

 

Sunday School Celebration  
& 

Teacher Appreciation 
 

Sunday, 20 May  
after the 10:30am services 
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Christ is Risen! Alleluia. Alleluia.  
 

There is nothing more central to our faith than the 
resurrection of Jesus. And there is not much more glorious 
than Easter Day at Old Donation. Our choir and the 
Gathering Band were, as always, full of beautiful, joyful 
musical leadership. Flowers and lilies were vibrant and full 
of beautiful color. Readers, ushers, acolytes, and altar guild 
all were doing their part perfectly. Both 10:30 services were 
full to overflowing. The egg hunt with tons of kids chasing 
down roughly 2500 eggs were having so much fun. 
Hundreds of pictures were taken in front of the flowered 
cross. Thanks to everyone who made it such a special 
culmination of our devotion, worship and study during 
Lent and Holy Week. 
 

LAMBS, BAPTISM, and a RABBI 
Easter Day brought us into the 50 day season of Easter, 
with its climax on Pentecost Sunday, May 20. This is always 
one of the most active periods for our church, full of 
celebrations and special events. One of my absolute 
favorites is Good Shepherd Sunday (April 22). After last 
year without a live lamb, we will have them back for 
worship. Please bring your children, grandchildren and 
neighbor’s children for the Gathering that day for a good 
lesson on why Jesus describes himself as the Good 
Shepherd, and what it means for us as we follow Christ 
today.  
 

On May 6, I will again have our favorite rabbi, Israel 
Zoberman, with me at the 8 and 10:30 services for a 
conversational sermon (it is either a ‘tag-team’ or a wresting 
match with me and Israel working together!).  He and I will 
talk about the period between Easter / Passover and 
Pentecost / Shavuot and the parallel call to responsibility 
for ministry. It is an opportunity to continue to more 
deeply understand our Jewish roots, and therefore our 
Christian faith.  
 

The Feast of the Ascension (May 10) and Pentecost (May 
20) are favorite feasts of mine. During Easter season we will 
have several good opportunities for baptisms. It is the most 
appropriate season theologically, especially for May 20 on 
the Feast of the Pentecost. So if you are interested for 
yourself or your children, please speak with one of our 
clergy.  
 

Fellowship and Fun and ‘doing good’ (good things) 
We love getting together, particularly for good reasons, 
including just to get together sometimes. April and May 
will be full of opportunities. Our softball team, the “Bell 

Ringers” is playing a double-header every Friday night up to 
May 18. It is a league of church teams playing just for fun, 
so come and cheer them on. This Saturday, April 14 is 
Karaoke Night in the Parish Hall. Next Saturday (April 21) 
our Family Fun Ministry is sponsoring an EARTH DAY 
event for children and adults.  
 

May 5 we have a Cinco de Mayo party planned for the 
parish hall. This is a fun and fellowship gathering where we 
also will raise some money for the Latino Mission on the 
Eastern Shore which our Outreach Ministry supports. It is 
a very important ministry which focuses on needs of 
children and their families, particularly tutoring and food. 
But just as importantly, we hope to have a lot of ODEC 
folks get together and enjoy! 
 

Wednesday nights - ACTS 
In Easter Season we are returning to some traditional Bible 
Study. The Acts of the Apostles is one of the assigned 
readings every Sunday until Pentecost, and is full of power 
and messages for the life of the Church. Ashley and I will 
be teaching on Wednesdays from 7-8:00, following 
Eucharist and a meal. These are good times for fellowship 
also, and “feasting” on the WORD of God. Come join us.  
 

OPPORTUNITIES $$ and Experience 
This summer we will have a couple new needs. Matt 
Improta has been given his ROTC assignment and will 
miss a month of his “Weekend Sexton” job. He works 10 
hours every weekend, cleaning, setting up the Gathering 
and setting up Sunday night services. We would like to hire 
a young person to cover those weekend responsibilities and 
to work another 5 hours per week. The vestry authorized 
this from roughly mid-June until mid-August so we could 
also get some help with yard work since the summer tends 
to stress our ability to keep up with the trimming and bush 
work. If you are interested in this part-time paid position, 
let us know.  
 

We also would like to have a college-aged person who 
wishes to work on a (non-stipendiary) summer internship 
to help us with social media, videos and internet 
development. We have some ideas for expanding our ‘tools 
for ministry’ in these areas. We need someone who has a 
desire to expand their experience and help us at the same 
time. Hopefully an “internship” would also be of value for 
their resume. This would not be a full-time role, but maybe 
10-13 hours per summer week and might fit with some 
other paying position they’ve got for the summer. If you are 

Continued on page 9... 

 

From our Rector 



 

  

From our Assistant Rector 

Last week, the week between Easter Day and Easter 2, has 
some of my favorite readings of the year. Easter readings 
are filled with so much tangible emotion: sorrow, disbe-
lief, joy, disappointment, the whole gamut. The writing 
itself sometimes seems to hardly be able to contain it all— 
it feels different somehow, from the stories of Jesus’ life 
and miracles.  
 

And that, my friends, is what the resurrection does. It 
takes something ordinary and makes it extraordinary.  
 

You may recall the Road to Emmaus story: two disciples, 
one named Cleopas, are walking from Jerusalem talking 
about everything that has happened, when Jesus - to 
them, just a stranger - appears beside them. They tell him 
sadly about the death of the one who they thought to be 
their Messiah, and then Jesus the Stranger talks to them 
about the scriptures, about all that was predicted. It’s not 
until they reach their destination, gather around a table 
for supper, and Jesus breaks bread, that they recognize 
him. Something ordinary is transformed. 
 

That happens to us a lot, doesn’t it? This past summer I 
was able to visit our best friends in Oklahoma. We went 
to a local garden center just to look around, and in the 
back they were selling all sorts of fruit trees and bushes. 
We were admiring all of them, and stumbled upon a 
blueberry bush that had a good amount of blueberries, 
large and plump and oh-so-ripe. Well, we had to sample 
them.  
 

Oh.  
My.  
Goodness.  
 

I can’t describe to you how delicious these blueberries 
were. So, I bought the bush for them as a housewarming 
gift and then snacked on the berries the entire drive 
home. Now, whenever I eat a blueberry - the same ordi-
nary fruit I’ve eaten my whole life - I’m transported back 
to that place, in the company of my dearest friends, 
where it seemed as if I’d tasted that sweet burst of flavor 
for the first time.  
 

It was probably a pretty similar experience for those two 
disciples who met Jesus on the road to Emmaus. I bet 
they never ate a piece of bread the same way again. 
 

Isn’t that what God does for us? He sends us Christ, he 
sends us family, friends, the fruits of the earth, to open 
our senses to His love for us, to transform our lives piece 
by piece into something divine. 

The mystery of the unknown is something I have never 
fully been able to wrap my mind around. In fact, I prefer 
to avoid mysteries when I can and encourage others to do 
the same. Had I been alive at the time of the resurrection, 
I seriously doubt that I would have believed. Sure, we all 
say, “If I were alive then, I would have done this or that.” 
But the truth is, like doubting Thomas, I likely would 
have needed to see his wounds first before believing that 
my Lord had returned from the grave. 
 

When surrounded by mysteries, I long to find an answer 
as quickly as possible to resolve the tension. When Drew 
and I moved to Virginia in September 2016, we didn’t 
know many people or much about the area. More than 
anything, I wanted to find a community... and get all 
those boxes unpacked. We threw all our energy into fix-
ing up our new home and started to let the plans form 
for our time in Virginia. 
 

Now fast forward a year and a half, and suddenly I’m al-
most done with my first year of working at Old Dona-
tion, and Drew will be joining the VBPD after his active 
duty contract in the Navy ends. We will most likely stay 
in Virginia for four more years. Even as all our plans 
changed, we were more blessed and cared for than we 
ever imagined. 
 

In this season of Easter, when we are asked to rejoice and 
to look upon our resurrected Savior with awe and praise, 
it’s all too easy to forget about that story of Thomas. We 
forget about the need for reassurance, the need for some-
one to guide us through the unknown. Jesus understood 
that humans who live in between the mystical and the 
concrete need some help. He told Thomas, “Put your fin-
ger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it 
into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” (John 20:27) 
He did not have to do that, but he wanted to free Thomas 
from the paralysis of fear and doubt. It’s true that Jesus 
also said, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed,” but I don’t think he meant it in a scorn-
ful way. Rather, in love Jesus provided Thomas with a 
roadmap for his life of faith. Jesus knew that Thomas 
could not be constantly worried, uncertain and doubting, 
for this is no way to live as a beloved follower of Christ. 
Nor is it useful for trying to carry out God’s work in the 
world. Rather, we are asked to step into the mystery and 
take many things on faith, for only then can we be free. I 
pray that in this season of Easter we remember that God 
is standing tall in the middle of the unknown, never too 
far away. 
 

~Marta 

From Our Youth Minister 
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Design Team Doings 
 

We are off and running! During their March meeting, the 
Vestry authorized the Design Team to initiate contract 
negotiations with HOY Construction, Inc and their 
preferred architect, Ionic Design Studios, to design and 
construct a new Great Hall and associated Narthex 
addition to Tucker Hall. There will also be a new 
administrative wing connected to the existing building and 
projecting toward Alfriend Trail and Alfriend House, and 
enclosing the courtyard in the center of the existing 
administrative and Day School areas.  The Team had issued 
a Request for Proposal to eight local general contracting 
firms and five firms responded.  We narrowed the search to 
three finalists with whom we conducted face to face 
interviews and background checks.  All three were 
exceptionally well qualified and their fee structures were 
competitive but the team felt that HOY was the team that 
was the best fit for us.  We expect to sign a contract early in 
April. 
 

The day following our Vestry meeting the City Council 
conducted a public hearing to approve a Conditional Use 
Permit to allow us to proceed with our plans.  The Council 
unanimously approved our permit.  The next step is to 
complete detailed construction drawings and to obtain a 
variety of city building permits required before 
construction can begin.  This process usually takes 
approximately four months which leads us to ground 
breaking hopefully in September. 
 

We do not yet have enough information to decide upon 
how much of the above work can be afforded within our 
budget.  The estimated costs provided to date are 
encouraging, but we will need construction design detail 
and costing in order for the Vestry to make that decision. 
 

In parallel, our in house kitchen design team has developed 
a very well researched and structured plan to modernize 
and enlarge our kitchen.  The Design Team is reviewing 
their proposal and the Vestry has approved limited funding 
for us to proceed.  The proposed work can be done in 
phases and will be accomplished independent of, but 
coordinated with, the general contractor. Our intent is to 
commence the renovation this summer. 
 

~John Sherman 
Vestry Liaison 

“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.”   
Hebrews 13:16 

My Remarkable Friends from Turkey 
 

Shortly after Julie Sterzing admira-
bly invited our church community 
to offer friendship to Turkish refu-
gees living in our area, I met Birsen 
and her husband Noah. Their 

friendship has been a blessing, their courage and determi-
nation is inspiring!  Birsen and Noah don’t complain, 
but they suffered an extreme reversal of fortune when 
they were suddenly separated from their families, friends, 
homeland. and careers. Both are well-educated, resource-
ful, and self-reliant. Here in the United States, unable to 
continue with their chosen professions, they work many 
hours a week to be able to provide for their two children.   
 

Most weekdays, Birsen provides care before and after 
school for children who live nearby. She leaves her home 
well before sunrise and returns after 7:00pm. In addition, 
she often substitutes as an assistant teacher during the 
school day. Noah is equally hard-working. Last year, he 
was frequently a substitute teacher in middle and upper 
school. While doing that, he completed college courses 
and earned certification to teach math. This year Noah 
has worked as a substitute teacher every day and hopes to 
find a full-time teaching position in the future.   
 

Birsen and I have become friends through our weekly 
FaceTime chats. We talk about a variety of topics, enjoy-
ing each other’s company, sharing insights, addressing 
points of grammar and pronunciation as we go along.  
My life has been enriched by this strong, intelligent 
woman who, while coping with forced relocation and loss 
of income, says that she and her family are lucky. She also 
says that our chats are very helpful to her. How does an 
hour a week of conversation help Birsen? She explained 
that in Turkish schools English is taught by native Turk-
ish speakers. Thus, she and her classmates learned to pro-
nounce English with a Turkish accent. In order to learn 
correct pronunciation, and be able to understand spoken 
English, our Turkish friends need frequent conversation 
with native English speakers.   
 

Please consider offering the Gift of Conversation. Either 
FaceTime or Skype can be used, depending on what you 
and your Turkish friend have available. If you can make 
time in your week for one or two 30-minute conversa-
tions, contact Julie Sterzing at 757-573-7975. You will 
find that you receive much more than you are given!  
 

Blessings, ~ Pam Tucker  



 

 

Heart Attack Signs and Symptoms 
The five major symptoms of a heart attack are: 
 Pain or discomfort in the jaw, neck, or back. 
 Feeling weak, light-headed, or faint. 
 Chest pain or discomfort. 
 Pain or discomfort in arms or shoulder. 
 Shortness of breath. 
Other symptoms of a heart attack could include unusual or 
unexplained tiredness and nausea or vomiting.  
 

If you notice the symptoms of a heart attack in yourself or 
someone else, call 9-1-1 immediately. The sooner you get 
to an emergency room, the sooner you can receive treat-
ment to prevent total blockage and heart muscle damage or 
reduce the amount of damage. At the hospital, health care 
professionals can run tests to determine whether a heart 
attack is occurring and decide the best treatment. 
 

In some cases, a heart attack requires cardiopulmonary re-
suscitation (CPR) or electrical shock (defibrillation). By-
standers trained to use CPR or a defibrillator may be able 
to help until emergency medical personnel arrive. 
Remember, the chances of surviving a heart attack are 
greater the sooner emergency treatment begins. 

2018 Vestry 
Bill Waide, Senior Warden 
Laura Hicks, People’s Warden | Finance 
John Brown, Buildings & Grounds 
Vicki Dorsett, Good News 
Chip Saunders, Congregational Care 
John Sherman, Building & Facilities Planning 
Michelle Stephenson, Parish life 
Holly Swanson, Day School 
Rebecca Barrio, Christian Formation 
Mitch Bean, Outreach 
Meredith Guzman, Historic Traditions 
Brennon Pope, Stewardship 
Megan Barrio, Youth Representative 

Healthy Living 

Saving the U.S. Constitution  
Before our famous Reverend Anthony Walke (1755-
1814) was ordained a priest, he was instrumental in sav-
ing our U.S. Constitution. After the Revolutionary War, 
James Madison crafted a document which embodied the 
fundamental laws and principles by which the new na-
tion would be governed, the U.S Constitution. This 
document that replaced the weak Articles of Confedera-
tion. Needing approval by two-thirds of the states, the 
vote was forecast to be close. Because of his family status, 
Walke was chosen to represent Princess Anne County at 
the 1788 Virginia Constitutional Convention in Rich-
mond to either vote for or against the document. Walke 
joined a majority planning to vote against it. Called anti-
federalist, they opposed the creation of a strong U.S. fed-
eral government. Even though two-thirds of the states 
had just ratified it, both Virginia and New York were still 
locked in bitter debates. Their failure to ratify would re-
duce the new union by two large, populated, wealthy 
states, geographically splintering the new nation. Walke 
held sway over a few other anti-federalists who were will-
ing to vote however he voted. Even though Patrick Henry 
argued for hours against the document, James Madison 
followed and, with a subtle manner, presented persuasive 
logic which the well-educated Walke bought into. On 25 
June 1788, Walke changed his mind, and by a narrow 
margin Virginia voted to approve the new Constitution. 
With Virginia voting yes, New York caved and also voted 
yes by a narrow margin. 
~Bob Perrine, Church Historian 

Our Rich History 

Historic Hampton - A Day Trip for You! 
Saturday, 21 April, 9:30am - 3:30pm  Meet at the church! 
Please join the Historic Traditions Commission for fun, facts, food and history & explore Hampton’s extraordinary 
historical sights. Relax on our church bus, while we drive around Fort Monroe to see the largest stone fort built in 
the U.S. (one of our member’s great grandfather was based there in the Union Army). We’ll visit the Casemate Mu-
seum, which chronicles the military history of Fort Monroe. Lunch will be at the historic Chamberlin Hotel Bistro, 
followed by a guided hotel tour. Our last stop is the beautiful campus of Hampton University, where we’ll visit one 
of the oldest museums in Virginia (1868), an unforgettable visit to a unique museum…a national treasure!  Call Bob 
Perrine at 481-1269 and leave your name, phone, and number of people for a reservation. We look forward to shar-
ing this time with you!  

Did You Know? ODEC has a Historical Marker! 
Join us Sunday, 29 April after the 10:30 services for a 
dedication of the return of our historic marker to the 
church. The marker was previously in front of the Bay-
side Public Library. Look for the marker next to our 
contemporary sign at the entrance of our long driveway 
near Independence. Old Donation Church qualified 
for a state historic marker as the site of the colonial 
church, the third building serving Lynnhaven Parish. 
Our marker number is K280. 



6  

 

 

Wednesday Nights 
 

Starting Wednesday, 18 April, join Fr. Bob for five weeks of Bible study on the book of Acts. This follows up on 
the Lenten Power Hour series “Luke the Liberator.” He will walk through the theology and themes of Acts as we 
contemplate the season of Easter. Holy Eucharist is at 6:00pm, dinner at 6:30pm, and studies at 7:00pm. The series 
will run April 18, April 25, May 9, and May 16.  

Elementary 
Sunday School 

 

April & May Workshops: Jesus' disciples - us! 
 

Movie Workshop - Watch Jesus Teaches and 
Calls the Disciples with Rebecca Barrio. Focus: 
Jesus called ordinary people as disciples. 
 

Art Workshop - Create sand art with Martha 
Wilson. Focus: How do we know someone is 
a disciple? 
 

Story and Games Workshop - Play and learn 
with Courtney and Brennon Pope. Focus: 
Who were the disciples? 
 

Kitchen Workshop - Decorate cookies with 
Megan Warneke. Focus: What does it mean 
to fish for people? 
 

May 13 - Join us to make a special gift for 
your favorite disciple - your mom! 
 

May 20 - Celebrate the end of the Sunday 
school year, and show your appreciation for 
your teachers/mentors, acknowledge our awe-
some students at our annual Celebration 
Brunch! 

Power Hour 
 

We welcome back Mother 
Ashley, as she and several 
others lead us through the 
fascinating and thought pro-
voking program, Making Sense 
of the Cross, presented by the 
Rev. Dr.  David J. Lose, in a 
program from ChurchNext. 

Lose challenges us to see the “pattern” of the cross narrative not 
only in the Gospels but throughout the Bible. Join us for great dis-
cussion on Sunday morning. This program will be an excellent com-
panion to the Wednesday night study of Acts. 

Youth Sunday School 
 

Rite 13: The group will discuss making Godly 
decisions, what the differences are between 
wanting, needing and having, and how God 
wants us to use our blessings to serve others. 
 

J2A: The group will explore the different ways 
we can enter more deeply into worship, such 
as the use of prayer beads, praying the rosary, 
meditative silence, and mind-body-spirit ap-
proaches. 
 

J2A-C: The confirmation group will learn 
about concordances, the meaning of sacra-
ments, and analyze how their faith has grown 
and changed. 

12th & College: 
Donuts, Coffee & Convo 

 

At 9:30am every Sunday morning, join Holly 
Waide & John Michael Payne in Mother Ash-
ley’s office to get to know each other, have fun 
and talk about what is most important to you. All seniors in high 
school and college aged youth are welcome, but you don’t have to be 
a student to join! Come be in relationship and get to know an amaz-
ing group of people! For more information reach out to Holly. 

Old Testament Review 
 

Mary Poteet leads a Bible Study every week that is making their way 
through the Old Testament this year. Using video sessions from 
Amy-Jill Levine, one of the world’s leading OT scholars, from Van-
derbilt, you can bet it will be interesting and helpful to your under-
standing of God’s Word. Each session is independent, so come and 
learn when you can. 

Non-Traditional Bible Study 
 

Rob Bell is funny, smart, cool, and relatable. Join us to hear Rob 
share his approach to our Bible stories in a whole new way, followed 
by a group discussion. We meet in Fr. Bob's office, and no prepara-
tion is needed. Facilitated by Matt Jackson & Deborah Quam.  

mailto:holly.waide@gmail.com


 

 

 
Episcopal Youth Community 

Unless otherwise noted, EYC hours are as follows: 
Middle School: 4:30pm-5:30pm | Supper: 5:30pm-6:00pm 

High School: 6:00pm-7:30pm 
 

Sunday, April 15- EYC 
 

Sunday, April 22- EYC 
 

Sunday, April 29- EYC 
 

Sunday, May 6- EYC  
 

Sunday, May 13- No EYC (Mother’s Day) 
 

Sunday, May 20– EYC Movie Night with dinner (last meet-
ing of year!) 
Drop off: 5:30pm at Alfriend House 
Pick up: 8:30pm at Alfriend House 
 

Friday, May 25-Saturday, May 26- EYC Lock-In 
Drop off: 6:00pm at Alfriend House 
Pick up: 7:30am at Alfriend House 

VBS Volunteers Needed! 
 

Adults and youth (grades 7-12) are needed to help with Va-
cation Bible School 2018! The dates 
are July 16-20, 9:00am-12:15pm. There 
are many ways to get involved! Our 
theme is “Shipwrecked: Rescued by 
Jesus.” Interest meetings are Sunday, 
April 15th and Sunday May 20th at 

11:45am in the Library. Want to help? Please contact Marta! 

College Student Care Packages  
  

Share some love and encouragement with our out-of-
town college students!  If 
you’d like your college student 
to get a care package around 
finals, or if you'd like to send 
an uplifting message, card or 
donate goodies that ship well, 
contact Holly Waide or John 
Michael Payne. If you’re re-

questing for your student, be sure to include their 
name, address and any food allergies they may have. 
Thanks for helping remind our college students that 
they are loved and missed! 

Pilgrimage Stock Certificates 
Now Available 

The passports are in! 
The itinerary is set! 

The plane tickets are reserved! 
 

And now all thoughts are turning to  

England! 
 

The Confirmation class will be leaving for their 
pilgrimage to England on Monday, 18 June. We 

have been planning and fundraising and organizing 
and fundraising and learning and fundraising 

and…. 
Well, you get the picture! And now as we approach 

the end of our fundraising efforts, it’s time once 
again to offer the ever popular... 

 

Pilgrimage Stock Certificates! 
 

These certificates will be available in the following 
categories: 

 

$40-$60 - Disciple 
$75-$100 - Evangelist 

$125-$450 - Saint 
$500 - Angel 

 

Stockholders will be treated to a delicious 
celebration dinner and presentation of the 

pilgrimage following  
the return of the pilgrims. 

 

Certificates will be available between and after all 
services in the front foyer of the Parish Hall.  For 
more information, please contact Terri Piston at 
460-2806 or by email dandtpiston@verizon.net 

 

DONATE ONLINE HERE 

mailto:mcohen@olddonation.org
mailto:holly.waide@gmail.com
https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1696
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Paws, Prayers & Praise  
 

Eucharist is May 10th at 5pm in the church. This 
is a great opportunity to bring a guest, furry or 

otherwise, to Sunday service! 

JOY Dinner Group 
 

Friday, 20 April 5:30pm @ Hot Tuna 
Friday, 25 May 5:30pm @ Maggie McFly’s 
RSVP to David Eckhardt 

Ladies’ Game Night 
 

Friday, 4 May, 7:00pm in Alfriend House. Social time with 
hors d'oeuvres, games, and laughter. BYOB and a snack. 
Babysitter available - notify Martha one week in advance: 
310-430-2306. Questions? Contact Martha.  

Day School News! 
Thank you for attending our 2nd Annual Silent Auction!  
It was so nice to see everyone together having a great 
time and supporting our scholarship fund. 
 

Our 2’s - kindergarten will honor their Mothers at a tea 
next month. They will serve muffins and fruit and sing 
songs filled with love and admiration!   
 

This school year is winding down but enrollment for 
next year continues! We have openings for 2½ year olds 
- 4-year-olds. Kindergarten is full! Thank you for spread-
ing the news!  
 

Janet Brown and Jody Baker 

AN INVITATION FROM YOUR CLERGY 
 

For good food, good conversation, and getting to 
know your clergy better, we have a special invita-
tion for those of you who have been attending 
Old Donation for a year or less, possibly even for 
just a few weeks, but never had a chance to attend 
a newcomer’s dinner.   

Meet. Greet. Eat. 
 

We provide everything you need to have a good 
time: all you need to do is to make a reservation 
and show up. 
 

     Sunday evening, May 20th, 5:30pm 
 

We hope you will attend! Please RSVP  so we may 
plan. Contact Judy Kuhns, jkuhns809@cox.net, 
or (757) 343-6740 for details. 

Cursillo 
The next Cursillo weekend in the Diocese of Southern 
Virginia will take place at Chanco Camp April 19 – 22.  
George and Ann Butler will serve on team this weekend 
and will be happy to answer any questions you might 
have, or speak with any of the many Cursillistas in our 
parish. Click HERE for more information! 

Youth Acolytes needed for the 10:30am Services !  
 

If your child is aged 8 or older they are en-
couraged to join this important ministry! This 
is a super way for young children to be in-
volved in our worship services, teaching them 

responsibility and how our liturgy comes to life. The 
children work directly with the priests.  
 

Contact Megan Wilson to join this ministry! 

Call to Artists! 
Creations & Libations planned for Saturday, 1 December . 
Now is the time to start planning to participate as an artist - 
to sell your wares: crafts, paintings, jewelry, pottery, art, etc. 
This is a wine, cheese, and art event.  Each artist will be 
assigned a table to set up as they please.  Donations will be 
25% of sales.  We are planning ahead, so please contact 
Martha Wilson if you are interested. 310-430-2306 

Karaoke Night 
 

Saturday, 14 April, 6:00-9:00pm  
Nacho Bar, light refreshments, BYOB 
Bring a good 'tude and your singing game! 
Come early to choose your Karaoke songs!  

Be a Kairos Angel!   May 3-6, 2018  
Please support Kairos Prison Ministry. No need to enter 
prison walls to support this ministry, but we cannot have a 
Kairos weekend without the help of those who never go 
inside. Ways to help: 
 

Cookies: Bake cookies for distribution at the institu-
tion. The residents receive cookies as a sign of God's Agape 
love each night we are there. We need lots of home 
baked! For more information about the do's and don'ts of 
cookie donations see the handout in the foyer of Tucker 
Hall. Cookies may be brought to the church on or before May 1. 
  

Prayers: Our ladies are covered in prayer around the clock 
the entire weekend. Sign up to be part of our prayer 
vigil. Forms are in the Tucker Hall foyer. 
  

For more information contact Frankie Ring, or speak to 
Kelly Routh, Deniece Cheri, or Jenifer Kamperschroer. 

mailto:laughingvolcano@yahoo.com
mailto:jkuhns809@cox.net
mailto:eabutler07@gmail.com
http://files.constantcontact.com/2584ba9e001/349c77bd-3176-4806-af88-8dbb4536dc82.pdf?ver=1523380255000
mailto:megewilson@outlook.com
mailto:laughingvolcano@yahoo.com
mailto:franrin2@gmail.com


 

 

Men’s Breakfast Rocks the Scene! 
Every Wednesday morning at 7:00am, the men of Old Donation gather in Tucker Hall for prayer, breakfast, 
fellowship, and a program. Started about 1986 by parishioners Vaughn Wilson, Joe Trammel, and others, ODEC’s 
Men’s Breakfast Fellowship is designed for Old Donation’s working men to stop at church for time together before 
heading to work. The programs always end promptly at 8:00, so those who have jobs outside the home can walk out 
the door on time and get to work. Those with a bit more leisure time do the setup, cooking, and cleanup. 
 

Typically 15-20 attendees, and we’d like to grow that number to include YOU. We rotate the programs amongst 
ourselves. The program content is up to the presenter, and runs the gamut from spiritual to secular. In recent weeks 
we have had programs including “Stations of the Cross”,  opioid addiction, Morocco,  “How Good Are Your 
Leadership Skills”, “Frederick Douglass”, video presentations about C.S. Lewis, and by professor Bart Ehrman on Jesus 
and the New Testament.  
 

Don’t be shy because you don’t want to present a program, as we give newcomers a “pass” if they don’t wish to be on 
the program schedule. So, for a good breakfast (scrambled eggs, sausage, biscuits, and coffee) and the opportunity to be 
with fellow men of Old Donation, please join us. Many times Father Bob is able to join us, so we sometimes have the 
“Sunday Scoop” early! Just show up! 

A Day for the Earth! 
Saturday, 21 April 
4:00pm in the Parish Hall 
 

Do you love the Earth? How about your friends and family? Come find ways 
to share that love and celebrate all of God’s creation! We’ll have a special 
recyclables scavenger hunt, do some creative rock painting, and more. Pizza 
for dinner, “dirt” for dessert!  
 

Please RSVP to join in the fun! 

interested in either of these, please 
send a letter and some self-description 
of your qualifications to Gretchen 
Hood, our parish administrator. 
 

THANKS 
Many of you know that Monday of this 
week, my wife, Chris had her second 
knee replacement. It has gone 
exceptionally well, with only one night 
in the hospital and therapy off to a 
good start. Thanks to all of you for 
your prayers and support. God willing, 
she will be ready to walk and enjoy this 
summer and especially our pilgrimage 
to England in September!  
 

Peace and blessings, 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdhDSBkQL6RpRdjPusvxo-Ff6y911_lBHY_nyjzMjyj0wadag/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:odec@olddonation.org
mailto:odec@olddonation.org
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Valuing our Blessings 

The following is a letter of reflection from 
Samuel, the lead teacher in Twerebo. We 
are often asked about the impact of the 
reading camps in Ghana. Samuel has the 
answer (verbatim): 
 

“I must briefly say the camping was inspir-
ing, innovating, encouraging, and above all educative. I was 
once wondering on how to make my students effective read-
ers and the best. But to my surprise the innovation of the 
reading camp had given me opportunity to make my dream 
come true. The training took me through teaching character-
istics that I had no idea about it such as: 
 

The mechanics of reading 
The strategies of reading 
Things that help us to read 
What a good teacher should (do) and never do 
 

Confidently this is going to help me in teaching my pupils 
how they can become a good readers I am so happy about 
these valuable knowledge I have now. 
 

Furthermore, there was a lot of challenges in the class, simply 
because I met new teachers that were doing their massive best 
to impressed me and that gave me the courage to do likewise 
and made co-operation necessary for each to learn from the 
other the characteristics of teaching which I think it is a valu-
able consideration. 
 

I must once again say the camping and the training was am-
ple and I am also impressed. I had fun, explored, and made a 
lot of beneficial discoveries. Moreover, the camp did not only 
help the teachers who took part, but the students who partici-
pated as well. They had opportunity to make new friends. 
They were very excited, happy, and challenged. It has also 
urged all the people who participated to read frequently and 
I think it is a sound idea. 
 

To make all statements short, I must confirm that I am de-
lighted and high honoured to have such training an experi-
ence. Here I would say “Ayekoo” to all the people who made 
it possible. Thank you! ~Samuel Djaba 

The Little Free Library  
 

We will soon be part of a worldwide 
network of stewards who  inspire a 
love of reading and build community 
through a neighborhood book exchange. The Little 
Free Library will be placed in the grassy space along 
our driveway. You’ll be able to enjoy a bench and 
flowers while you browse.  Take a book or leave a 
book…it’s free! Write your comments in the Little 
Free Library Notebook.  Enjoy!!!  Grand opening 
ceremony anticipated for May 1 for anyone who 
wants to join us, especially our Old Donation Episco-
pal Day School. 

Will you leave a Memory or a Legacy? 
 

There a number of ways you can provide for the well-
being of your family and leave a legacy to Old Dona-
tion Episcopal Church. Include the Old Donation 
Episcopal Church Endowment Fund in your will, in 
a trust, or in an insurance policy, set up a gift annuity 
or transfer stock options. For information on how to 
become a member of the Legacy Society of 1637, con-
tact Earl Morris, Planned Giving, at 757-464-1062 or 
email him! 

Total Pledge and Plate Received  $158,551 
Total Pledge and Plate Budget  $151,000 
Budget/Received Difference $7,551 
Number of Pledging Units To General Fund 214                              
Building Fund  $81,163 
Mission of the Holy Spirit                                  2,000 
Outreach (all other)     311 
Clergy Discretionary Fund                     1,153 
Worship  2,469  

A Note from the Treasurer and Stewardship Commission 
 

To provide parishioners with more efficient and timely access to their contributions history for both the General 
Fund and the Building Fund, we have developed an on-line access system that will replace quarterly paper statements.  
From the home page of the Old Donation website click on the “Give” button at the top right of the page. That will 
produce a drop down menu where you can click on “Your Giving History” which will take you into the Access ACS 
Program. There you can create an account with a user name and password that can be then used in the future to log-
in whenever you want to check your contributions to ODEC by entering the year in which you are interested.  If you 
haven’t already set up an account and profile, try it….it’s very easy.  
 

ODEC will no longer mail quarterly statements, other than the summary sent at the end of each calendar year.  By 
using the on-line information through Access ACS as described above, you will have timely access to your contribu-
tions history at any time of your choosing.   
 

For those parishioners who don’t have access to a computer or the internet and still want to receive paper statements, 
please contact Jo-Ann Bach, our Pledge Recorder, or Diane Miller, our Parish Accountant, at 497-0563.    

mailto:burrova@verizon.net
http://www.olddonation.org


 

 

13 Kelly DeGrave 
14 Bruce Sterzing 
 Jeannie DeDominick 
 Keith Stanley 
15 Hank Luhring, III 
 Aidan Anderson 
 Beth Markham 
16 Judie Belka 
17 Jim Need 
18 Taylor Ball 
 Robert DeGrave 
19 Laura Taylor 
20 Tom DeMayo 
 Nathaniel Larrieux 
 Joe Putzig 
22 Darlene Castellano 
 Steve Gross 
 John Michael Payne 
23 Steve Brown 
 Carolyn Weems 
 Demi Davenport 
 Peter Huntley 
24 Sally Eaton 
 Clyde March 
26 Larry Brittain, Jr. 
 Greg Rennekamp 
 Bryan O’Donoghue 
27 Jim Rose, Jr. 
 Julia Brown 
 Nina Rodriguez 
 Kipper deGavre 
 Tony Putzig 
 June Lind 
28 Harry Jeroy 
29 John Brown 
 Jay Wright 
 Judy Kuhns 
 Karen Anderson 
 Bek Saunders 
30 Flossie Chandler 
 Scott May 
 Scott MacDonald 
31 Ava Hurley 

April & May Celebrations 

May Anniversaries 
1    Richard & Linda Kuhr  
3    Michael & Kelly Good 
5    George & Ann Butler  
6    Dick & Judy Lee 
      Keith & Anna Houtwed  
7    Mitch & Shelly Bean 
12  Scott & Leticia May 
14  Troy & Helen Heselius 
15 Emily & Adam Mistr 
16  Jim & Debbie Rose 
 Christine & Ryan Metz 
18  David & Robyn Waltrip  
19  Don & Sue Wilson 
21  Matt & Tracy Jackson 
      Dave & Kristen Carter 
22  Mike & Linda McGraw 
 Jerry & Molly Grubb 
23  Katie & Ryan Parker 
24  Brian & Sherrie Coyle 
25 Davilyn & Ned Piluden 
26  Michael & April Improta  
 Lindsey & Robert McCarty 
27  Scott Poteet & Eve Sacha 
      Betsy & John Morris 
 Rebecca & Ronny Barrio 
31  Bill & Gail Varmecky 

April 
1  John Fenter 
2  Kaiya Kreassig 
 Carol Shrader 
 Maura Eaton 
 Michael Belka 
 Molly Sayles 
3  Lily Check 
4  Gayle Howell 
 Brian Hunt 
5  Larry Gurioli 
 Christian Keller 
6  Diane Miller 
 Jim Ring 
 Melissa Miller 
 McK Ghormley 
 Jeniann Leister 
7  Bill Dawson 
 Jenna Barrio 
8  Anyah Chavious 
 Doris Crouch 
10  Holly Swanson 
11  Kate Weintraub 
 Scott Somers 
12  Connelly Weems 
 Emma Check 
13  Dan Bowen 
 Amy Young 
14  David Waltrip 
15  JoAnne Rhudy 
 Angela Lindsey 
 Jean Hudson 
 16 Paul Castellano 
 Joe Hughes 
17  Diane Adams 
19  Gregory Davis 
 Tim Rodriguez 
23  Matthew Improta 
 Jason Haynes 
 Ben Urquidi 
 Riley Jackson 

24  Leslie Brunick 
 Dona Jones 
 Christine Philput 
25  Rita Lustig 
 Jenifer Kamperschroer 
26  Warren Flautt, Sr. 
 Olivia Hanawalt 
 Tracy Trickett 
 Mark Hoover 
 Noah McCarty 
27  Robert Williamson 
28  Denise Wilkinson 
 Josh Anderson 
 Sophie Parker 
29 Wes Coby 
 Amanda Huntley 
 Isabelle Myers 
30  Carrol Anthony 
 Ben Moormann 

May 
1 Kyle Long 
 Cleve Liverman 
 June Meyer 
2 Doris Mace 
 Paul Wise 
 Anne Rio 
 Joel Urquidi 
3 Sharon Payne 
 Sydney James 
4 Jason Adams 
5 Sheila Coleman 
 Jacqueline Verburg 
 Nicole Battersby 
6 Brayden Stanley 
7 Kathryn Robbins 
 Josie Wayles Haynes 
8 April Improta 
 Reilly Loflin 
9 Lee Gordon 
10 Beth Weeks 
11 Brian Miller 
 Trent Dudley 
 Marisa Walpert 

April Anniversaries 
  1 Pam & Joe Tucker 
11 Sandra & Dick Hanna 
14 Jackie & Vernon Murray 
20  Angeline & Edward Groce 
 Karen & George Londeree 
22 Cathie & Rob Brown 
24  Wes Coby & Cleo Haynal 
26  Allison & Fred Myers 
 Janet & Zach Neumann 
30 Ken & Jane Kiefer  
 Martha Wilson&Bruce Woodhouse 

Welcome! 
Our newest members 

Carol & Alan Ormond 

 

Rise in Glory: 

Larry Gurioli 
Lillian DeVenny 

to all who came out to the Paint Party hosted 
by Parish Life. We had 5 kid artists and lots 
of adult artists who all painted something 
fun! All of the proceeds will go towards the 
purchase of a new shed to store Parish Life 
stuff. Look for another Paint Party in the 
future! ~Martha Wilson  
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ELECTRONIC  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

WEEKLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY 
8:00am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
9:15am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
9:30am Christian Formation  
10:30am Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
10:30am The Gathering Holy Eucharist 
 

2ND SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH 
5:00pm Paws, Prayers & Praise Holy Eucharist 
 

THURSDAY 
10:00am Holy Eucharist                                          
11:00am Bible Study 

OLD DONATION EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Jesus Christ, Head of the Church 

The Rt. Rev. Herman Hollerith, IV, Bishop 
The Rev. Robert J. Randall, Jr., Rector 

The Rev. Ashley E. Urquidi, Assistant Rector 
The Rev. Fred Poteet, Associate Rector 

Marta Cohen, Youth Minister 
4449 N. Witchduck Road, Virginia Beach, 23455 

Phone: 757-497-0563 
odec@olddonation.org | www.olddonation.org 

 

OLD DONATION EPISCOPAL DAY SCHOOL 
Janet Brown & Jody Baker, Day School Directors 

Phone:  757-499-2283 
Ages 2, 3, 4 and Kindergarten 

Day School Hours:  9:00 am - 12:20 pm  
Monday - Friday 

Early Drop Off & After School until 2:20 pm 
odeds@olddonation.org 

http://www.olddonation.org/

