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BEL AIR UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

THE S P  R E

Sunday Worship 
Services

Bel Air UMC 
(21 Linwood Avenue)

Sanctuary
8:00 & 9:20 AM ~ Traditional

McComas Hall 
9:20 AM ~ “Ignite” Worship

11:00 AM ~  Contemporary 

Mt. Carmel Chapel  
(Wheel  &  Old Emmorton Rds)
5:00 PM ~ Traditional

Sunday 
Christian Learning 

Bel Air UMC 
(21 Linwood Avenue)

C4 Kids
9:20 AM  Infants-Grade 5 

Adult Christian Learning
9:20 & 11:00 AM   

Church Office Hours  Monday—Friday 9:00 am—4:30 pm    
Church Office will be closed on Friday, September 1

CHURCH CLOSED ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 IN OBSERVANCE OF LABOR DAY

Message from the Pastor

BACK TO SCHOOL – BACK TO CHURCH – BACK TO GOD

It’s that time of year again!  Time to get back into our normal routines.  
I pray that you’ve had a wonderful summer, and now I pray that you’ll 
have a wonderful September.  

September 10th is our All-Church Family Picnic, and our Kick-Off for 
all of the wonderful ministries here at BAUMC.  Sunday School and C-4 
kid’s ministry is back in full swing; so is youth group, youth band, and 
youth choir, along with children’s choir, Chancel Choir, and all of our 
wonderful small groups, Bible studies, prayer groups, missions, service 
and fellowship groups.  
  
Join Pastor Lynn and me for a study and sermon series on the book “To 
Kill a Mockingbird,” by Harper Lee.  You’re invited to read the book or 
watch the movie ahead of time, but please feel welcome at the study 
even if you haven’t had a chance to do that. 
  
September also marks the kick-off of our capital campaign, Tune 
Up To Praise!  This is a much anticipated effort to make significant 
improvements to our organ, as well as other much needed 
enhancements to our worship space and our worship experience.  

It is a great honor and privilege for me to serve as one of your pastors.  
I truly love my job, and I find daily blessings and fulfillment in it.  I’m 
thankful to God for allowing me to serve, and I look forward to a 
wonderful year with you.  

See you Sunday!

Byron     

mailto:info@baumc.com
www.belairumc.org


CAPITAL CAMPAIGN SEPTEMBER 2017

BAUMC is kicking off a Capital Campaign in September, focusing on enhancing the worship experience for all 
who come to worship in our church. The campaign, “Tune Up to Praise”, will address restoration, preservation, 
and new technology desired to preserve, protect, and improve our worship services and campus.

The very exciting cornerstone project will be the long overdue restoration of our sanctuary’s 50+ year old pipe 
organ. When it was originally installed, the organ was cobbled together from parts of three separate organs 
of various ages and did not include a complete complement of pipes. In addition, it has not gone through a 
major restoration or rehabilitation in that 50+ year timeframe. As a result, components of the organ are not 
functioning or do not meet current building code requirements. Funds from the campaign will complete the 
organ’s pipe complement and enhance its capabilities by using a hybrid approach, combining both pipe and 
digital operation. With God’s grace and your generosity, this hybrid approach and new organ console will 
allow greater flexibility with the beauty of sounds it can produce for worship services, concerts and other 
events.

As a part of the “Tune Up to Praise” campaign, we also have some exciting new audio visual (AV) technology 
upgrades planned for our worship spaces. The best technology is the kind we don’t notice but that just makes 
things better. We plan to replace the mixer and amplifiers for our sanctuary system to take advantage of new 
signal processing advancements (improved sound quality) and add new functions and capabilities. Some of 
those advancements will allow us to make video recordings of the services and special events to share in 
various locations in the building and possibly post on our website. In addition, we will replace our sanctuary 
video projector, currently working on borrowed time, with a smaller, brighter, better unit. The sound system 
in McComas Hall will get upgrades to speakers, microphones and other audio components that will improve 
sound quality to highlight the message of the Gospel. Finally, we are also working on plans for enhancing the 
children’s ministry areas.

Other projects that may be included are to preserve and protect our worship spaces and facility. These include 
maintenance and protection of our stained glass and smoke detection for our sanctuary, McComas Hall and 
Mount Carmel locations. Stay “Tuned” for more information.

Dave Greenwood
Capital Campaign Committee Chairman



PARTICIPATION OPPORTUNITIES SEPTEMBER 2017

All animals and their human friends are invited to Mt. Carmel Chapel on September 17th @ 4:15 pm for our 
Animal Fair. There will be all kinds of animals to see and things to learn about animals and the best way to 
take care of them. At 5:00 pmthere will be a special service to bless our animals. You will receive a certificate 
and share God’s love of animals.

Bring  food (A-J salads/vegetables, K-Z desserts), family, lawn chairs, and a fun spirit.
Gather in Room 101 and we will begin at 11:30 am with some games. 

We will eat at NOON!  

We will provide the chicken, table service and drinks. 
There will be games for all ages (watermelon seed spitting contest, cornhole, hula hoop contest and much, 

much more).



CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRIES SEPTEMBER  2017

BACKPACK BLESSING – Bring your backpacks on September 10th. We will gather 
under the canopy outside the main steps after 9:20 services and bless our kids and their 
backpacks as they start a new school year. 

Children’s Choir (Kindergarten-5th Grade) will begin Sunday, September 
17th at 10:45 – 11:30 a.m. in Room 101. We will be doing all kinds of music activities. 
Special Music for Worship services, Christmas (Christmas in Black and White – penguins) 
and Spring Musical (Fat, Fat, Jehoshaphat), Boomwhackers and more. Come join Ms. 
Deb and Ms. Judy as we sing and play.

Sunday School – September 10th is our Back to Sunday School! This 
Fall we are going to be like Ninjas. Ninjas have to know in advance the moves 
they need to make the right choice in any situation. We will be learning 
what steps God wants us to do by hearing and seeing stories in the Bible 
that will help us make good choices. Be with kids your age at 9:20 on Sunday 
Mornings and have a blast @ Sunday School.

Tiny Tot School offers AM, PM and extended day Christian preschool classes for three and four year old children.  
Approved by the Maryland State Department of Education, Tiny Tots emphasizes the social, physical, and 

academic development of each student.

Sneak-a-Peek into the Tiny Tot classrooms and meet the teachers on September 6th from 
5:00 - 7:00 PM.  The first day of preschool is September 11th.

Only a few spots remain for the 2017 - 2018 school year.
Enroll today!

www.tinytotsbelair.com  ~   410-838-6399  ~   tinytots@baumc.com



YOUTH MINISTRY SEPTEMBER 2017

SEPTEMBER
YOUTH EVENTS  

Sundays, September 3, 10, 17, 24 AMPED (Grades 6-8) 9:45 - 10:30 am Youth Center

AMPED: This class is open to all 6th to 8th grade middle school students.  Students will stay in worship with 
their families on 5th Sundays (the dates are published in the monthly Spire).  AMPED students are dismissed 
from Ignite Worship Service (McComas Hall) following the praise songs (around 9:45 am).  Students will be 
dismissed and meet in the back of McComas Hall to walk to the youth center as a group.

Sundays, September 10, 17, 24  Youth Group (Grades 6 - 12) 6:30 - 8:30 pm  Youth Center
Mid/Sr High Youth    Bible lesson and fellowship      Join us!    Bring a friend!

                   

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Saturday, September 9  Saturday School 11 am - 4:00 pm  Agape House,
   Baltimore 

Friday, September 15 to 17  Senior High Fall Retreat  Camp Wo-Me-To 

Wednesday, September 27  Mini Golf 6:00 - 8:45 pm  Churchville
Meet at Church.  Cost is $5/pp

YOUTH PARENT MEETING

Sun., September 10, 10:30am
Confirmation 

Parent Information  meeting
Will follow

LOVE AS JESUS LOVES! 



YOUNG ADULTS SEPTEMBER 2017

YAM First Sunday Brunch: All young adults are invited to gather together for 
brunch on the 1st Sunday of each month at 11:30am.  The next gathering will 
take place on September 3rd.  Hope to see you there! 

YAM Small Groups: All young adults are invited to a small group Bible study on 
the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month.  We will meet on September 18th 
in the Youth Room from 6:30-8pm.  We look forward to you joining us as we 
grow together in the Lord!  

Young Adult Events

Pie Your Pastor Fundraiser 
at the All Church Picnic

The auction to be the first person to pie each volunteer will 
begin at 12:15 pm.  

The “volunteers” being pied are Byron, Deb Lampton,
 Ashley Haugh and Greg Klock.

After the auction, pies can be purchased for $15 if you still feel 
the need to pie someone. Chocolate syrup can be added for an 

additional $5

All proceeds benefit Youth Missions.

Youth Choir Kick-Off 
September 10th, 10:30-11am 

room 103  aka "the big choir room".  
All youth are warmly invited to be a part of the youth choir this year.  

Kristen Brought is the director.



CELEBRATING SMALL GROUPS SEPTEMBER 2017

A Season for Connecting
“Connecting Sundays,” September 10 and 17

Small groups are gatherings of spiritual seekers who meet regularly to encourage one another on their Christian walks as they study, serve, 
share, and grow together. 

A variety of small groups and classes will be featured for you to explore. Groups will offer a short-term trial period that will give you a “taste 
of community” without a big commitment.

Visit the registration tables between worship services on September 10 and 17 to meet some of the small group hosts and class leaders as 
well as a chance to preview the study material.

MAKING SENSE OF THE BIBLE - Adam Hamilton invites you into an honest conversation about the Bible. The study begins with 
foundation questions about the nature of the Bible and continues with the controversial issues and questions people frequently 
ask about its words.
Young Adult Group- 
Chris Pelfrey

1st & 3rd Mondays 
BAUMC

We are young adults 18-30 years old. We enjoy study and fellowship 
together.  

THE SHACK:  Movie and a 5 -week study:    Based on the best-selling novel, the movie serves as a modern-day parable that brings 
to life deep spiritual truths and illuminates the path for healing out of impossible tragedy. The study discusses 5 scenes about 
connecting with God, forgiveness, and love.

Sonshine Group—
Gloria Benson w/ 
shared leadership

Sundays 1-3 PM 
Meet in host’s home
Start Date: September 10

We are a group of all ages.  We meet at 1PM for lunch before our study. 
Our experience with The Vine has called us to make the kingdom tangible 
among our neighbors.

THAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW-  In this series, renowned teacher and historian Ray Vander Laan guides you through the land 
of the Bible as he discusses the historical, geographical, and cultural context of the Scriptures. Filmed on location, the lessons 
present an enhanced understanding of the text and challenge you to be a true follower of Jesus. Three volumes are available - 
Israel’s Mission, The Mission of Jesus, and New Testament Faith Lessons.

Buckless Group- 
Betty & George 
Buckless

1st & 3rd
Tuesdays 7-9 PM 
Meet in host’s home
September 19

We are couples and singles who welcome folks of all ages. We enjoy reading 
and studying the Bible and strive to put its message into practice in our 
everyday lives as we interact with others.

That the World May Know - Israel’s Mission
Flower Mart & 
Mission- Bev Talbot

Alternating Thursdays 7-9 
PM
Meet in host’s home
September 21

We are a group of women, ages 30-60’s? who enjoy studying and 
serving together.  We organize an annual flower mart for mission work & 
periodically serve dinner at the homeless shelter.

That the World May Know - The Mission of Jesus
Lower Lights Small 
Group- Al & Sandy 
Conway

1st & 3rd Thursday 7-9 PM 
Meet in host’s home
September 21

We are a group of couples and singles of all ages who love Christian 
fellowship and study.  Bimonthly we prepare frozen meals for our church 
casserole ministry. In December, we serve at the Toy Workshop.

That the World May Know - New Testament Faith Lesson

Serendipity Group- 
Mike Finlan with 
shared leadership

2nd & 4th Fridays
7:30  PM  Various homes
September 22

We are a group of active folks, ages 55 and older, who enjoy thought-
provoking study with other Christians.  All are welcome to participate in our 
fellowship.

That the World May Know - The Mission of Jesus

PARABLES FROM THE BACK SIDE -   J. Ellsworth Kalas presents new insights into Jesus’ parables by looking through the eyes of a 
minor or unsympathetic character in the story.

Friday Night Small 
Group- Doug Bonney 
w/shared leadership

2nd & 4th Fridays 
7-9 PM Meet in host’s home

We are a group of older couples that love the Lord, love to learn from 
scripture, and love the close fellowship with other Christians.

You can start your 
own group

Homes, church, restaurants. 
You decide

Gathering of a few friends, family, 
neighbors, BAUMC folks or non BAUMC folk.

Over 50 DVD based studies 
with excellent leader guides.



STUDY OPPORTUNITIES SEPTEMBER 2017

Day Time and Place Focus Leader

The Faith of a Mockingbird 

Pastor and author Matt Rawle is on a mission to look in our culture for the raw ingredients to 
share the Gospel.  In this study, based on Harper Lee’s To Kill A Mockingbird, he uses Lee’s 
beloved characters to explore Christian faith, theology, and ethics to look at God’s world and what 
it means to us today.

End of Summer Class 
Tuesdays
September 5 - 26

7-8:15 PM
Room 202
Book -$10

Pastor Byron and 
Pastor Lynn

Sunday 07:30 AM
Room 115

John Packard Memorial Men’s Bible Study -  Men of all 
ages come together to study God’s Word                                                                                                                 

Doug Dorer

Sunday 09:20 AM 
Library

Walking With God -  Biblical & topical studies are 
discussed challenging us to live as God’s people in an 
ever-changing world

Mark Coughlin

Sunday 11:00 AM 
Library

Faith in Community - The morning sermon is discussed 
as members dig deeper into the scripture’s relevance to 
their personal lives

Steve Swann

Monday 09:30-11:00 AM 
Library

Monday Morning Bible Study - Participants come 
together in fellowship and study of God’s Word as they 
grow in faith together

Sandy Gorrell & Betty 
Myers

Monday 7:00-9:00 PM Room 
115

Women’s Bible Study -  Women of all ages meet to 
study selected Bible topics while enjoying a time of 
fellowship together

Libby Horn

Wednesday 10:00-11:15 AM
Library

UMW Bible Study -  Sponsored by the United Methodist 
Women, the participants enjoy a time of study and 
fellowship and welcome men to join them!

Pastor Deb

Wednesday 
(3rd Wed)

10:00 AM
BAUMC Parlor

UMW Esther Circle - Women of all ages meet to study 
and serve together.

Thursday 
(1st Thurs)

10:00 AM 
Library

UMW Mary Martha Circle - Women of all ages meet to 
study and serve together.

Friday 06:30 AM 
Room 202

Friday Morning Bible Study - This men’s group has early 
risers who meet to start their day in God’s Word

Dave Walker

 Contact the church office or bev.talbot@verizon.net to register



RECURRING  WEEKLY EVENTS  SEPTEMBER 2017

Monday
9:00 am Pass It On 
9:30 am  Monday Morning Bible Study (L)
10:30 AM Communion @ Brightview - 2nd Monday
6:30 pm Young Adults Bible Study (YC)  2nd & 4th 
 Mondays
6:30 pm Boy Scout Troop 777 (M, 103) or (CR 101,
 103 when McComas is not available.  No
 meeting when schools are closed
6:30 pm Daisy Troop 340 - as scheduled  Rm 127 
6:30 pm Girl Scout Troop 2 - as scheduled Rm 130
6:30 pm Girl Scout Troop 904- as scheduled Rm 125
7:00 pm Monday Night Women’s Bible Study (115)

Tuesday
2:00 PM Communion @ Forest Hill Health & Rehab
 2nd Tuesday
3:00 PM Communion @ Bel Air Health & Rehab
 2nd Tuesday
7:00 pm 11am Worship Team Band Rehearsal (Stage)
7:00 pm AA / Sisters of Sobriety   
 (127(Rm 125 on the 1st Tue))
7:00 pm GriefShare (115)

Wednesday
10:00 am Wednesday Morning Bible Study (L)
11:30 am  Manna House Soup Kitchen (M)
6:15 pm Faith Under Fire Rehearsal (M-Stage)
6:30 pm DivorceCare - starts Sept. 13 Rm 115
6:30 pm Grandparent Support Group  2nd  Wednesday  
 Room 127

7:00 pm Venture Crew 777 - 2nd & 4th Wednesday  
 Rm 116
7:00 pm NAMI/National Alliance on Mental Illness
 (127)    (1st & 3rd Wed)
7:00 pm The Compassionate Friends - 3rd Wednesday
 (125)
7:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:30 pm NA/Free At Last (CR 101)

Thursday
10:00 am Mary Martha Circle (L)  (1st Thursday)
10:00 am Prayer Shawl Ministry (P)  (2nd Thursday)
6:30 pm TOPS Chapter 412 (AR 103)
6:30 pm  Evening Prayer Meeting (PC)
6:30 pm Kingdom Affect Youth Band Practice (YC)
7:00 pm BSF International - starts Sept. 14 (Rm 202)
7:30 pm AA / Came to Believe (CR 101)

Friday
6:30 am Friday Morning Bible Study (202)
6:00 pm Altar Guild - Set-Up

Sunday
7:30 am  John Packard Men’s Bible Study (115)
9:00 am  AMPed—6th & 7th Graders (YC)
9:00 am  Morning Fellowship (202)
9:20 am C4 Kids (CR 101)
9:20 am  Walking with God Class (L)
11:00 am Faith in Community (L)
6:00 pm  AA / Attraction Rather Than Promotion 
 (CR 101)
6:30 pm Sunday Night Youth Group (M, L, YC, 202 115)
        starts September 10th

Dear Church Family  - I just want to thank you for all the prayers, cards, visits, calls, and get well wishes 
while I was unexpectedly in the hospital.  It means so much to feel the love and care from my church 
family.  On top of all of the above  we were flocked by the children of BAUMC with 10 flamingos and a 
sign of love from the kids.  It is such a blessing to belong to this loving family.    Judy Niles

*************************************************************************************

Dear Pastor and Congregation, I’m writing to thank you so much for the monthly food your members bring.  Living 
on only social security and just me (husband deceased) is not easy.  So I’m so grateful for the food donation that Bel 
Air UMC provides !!  It truly does help my budget and the fresh produce is greatly appreciated.  I keep your church 
people in my daily prayers and will continue to do so.  Thank you so much for your outreach of Love!!  Dorothy 
Tousley

*************************************************************************************

Thank You!!  Because of the generosity of our church members, United Way and other individuals and organizations 
in our community, we will be able to help 400 children receive backpacks packed with school supplies.



HIGHLIGHT EVENTS FOR THE MONTH SEPTEMBER  2017

Friday, 01 September 2017 
Church office closed - Carpet cleaning
Sunday, 03 September 2017
1:30 pm Young Adults - Sunday Brunch
Monday, 04 September 2017
CHURCH IS CLOSED FOR LABOR DAY
Tuesday, 05 September 2017
9:30 am Monday Morning Bible Study  Library
Wednesday 06 September 2017
5:00 pm Tiny Tots - Sneak a Peek  Room 102
7:00 pm New Members Class  Room 202
Friday, 08 September 2017 
8:00 am GAIN Meeting  CR 101
10:30 am Ewe-Nique Knitting Group  Library
Saturday, 09 September 2017
1:00 pm Seven Mile Waslk with Jesus 
  McComas Hall
Sunday, 10 September 2017
ALL CHURCH PICNIC AND BACKPACK BLESSING
Monday, 11 September 2017
9:30 am Blood Drive  McComas Hall
6:15 pm CCC Staff Meeting       Room 127
7:00 pm Board of Trustees  Library
7:00 pm SPRC Meeting  Byron’s Office
Tuesday, 12 September 2017
7:00 pm UMW Mission Team  Office Work Room
Wednesday 13 September 2017
7:00 pm New Members Class  Room 202
Friday, 15 September 2017
Senior High Fall Retreat   
6:00 pm Set-Up for Family Food Distribution
Saturday, 16 September 2017
9:00 am Family Food Distribution  McComas Hall
9:00 am Seven Mile Walk with Jesus  Youth Ctr 
10:00 am  Sjogren’s Syndrome Support Grp AR 103

Sunday, 17 August 2017
4:15 pm Animal Fair - Mt. Carmel Chapel
5:00 pm Blessing of the Animals - Mt. Carmel Chapel
Monday, 18 September 2017
6:30 pm Tiny Tots Board Meeting  Work Room
7:00 pm  Finance Committee Mtg  Byron’s Office 
7:00 pm Stephen Ministry  Library
Tuesday, 19 September 2017
OCTOBER SPIRE DEADLINE
Wednesday 20 September 2017
10:00 am  Esther Circle  Parlor
7:00 pm AA - District Meeting  Library
7:00 pm New Members Class  Room 202
Friday, 23 September 2017
4:30 pm Steven Jones & Catherine Hagan Wedding
Sunday, 24 September 2017
NEW MEMBERS SUNDAY
Monday, 25 September 2017
7:00 PM Ad Council Meeting  Library
Tuesday, 26 September 2017
8:30 am  Spire Folding Team in McComas 
10:30 am All Staff Meeting with Lunch  Room 202
Wednesday 27 September 2017
5:30 PM Serve Dinner @ Welcome 1 Homeless Shelter
Thursday, 28 September 2017
9:00 AM Senior Food Distribution
6:30 PM FCCAU Homeless Shelter Brd Mtg  Rm 115
Saturday, 30 September 2017
9:00 AM Seven Mile Walk with Jesus  Youth Ctr
4:00 pm Mission Dinner to Benefit Russia & Zimbabwe



SEPTEMBER MILESTONES 

We Welcome into the Community of Faith Through Baptism

Please wish a Happy Anniversary to ...

Please wish a Happy Birthday to ...

We are pleased to celebrate the birthdates of those who are at least 80 years young!

We are pleased to celebrate anniversaries of those who have travelled more than 50 years in marriage together!

Evelyn Elizabeth and Kayla Jane Deroba
Daughters of Joseph and Megan Deroba

09/04 - Jean Myers 
09/04 - Bill Whitcomb 
09/05 - Jim Aberle 
09/07 - Jane Mason 
09/09 - Ernst Wirdel 
09/10 - Elaine Crowe 

09/12 - LeRoy Knepper 
09/18 - Eric Keele
09/20 - Gloria Baker 
09/20 - Grace Lassahn 
09/21 - Marian Stroupe 
09/26 - Ellis Laubach 

Roger & Judy Niles who will celebrate their 56th anniversary on 09/02
Joe & Mary Schruefer who will celebrate their 63rd anniversary on 09/03
Bob & Sue Gillette who will celebrate their 62nd anniversary on 09/03
Jim & Sue Bragg who will celebrate their 58th anniversary on 09/05
Duke & Nancy Paris, Jr. who will celebrate their 60th anniversary on 09/07
Kenneth & Harriet Armstrong who will celebrate their 50th anniversary on 09/09
Tom & Jo Ann Boyle who will celebrate their 51st anniversary on 09/10
Paul & Sandy Miller who will celebrate their 53rd anniversary on 09/12
Warren & Esther Pardo who will celebrate their 53rd anniversary on 09/12
George & Jane Brashears who will celebrate their 63rd anniversary on 09/18
John & Mary Anne Andrews who will celebrate their 52nd anniversary on 09/25
Vince & Linda Mazziott who will celebrate their 61st anniversary on 09/30



PARTICIPATION OPPORTUNITIES SEPTEMBER 2017

Lost in the Woods!  
Friday, September 8, 5:30pm

Susquehanna State Park.  

It’s a church-wide invitation.  Bring a picnic dinner.  Eat together in the picnic 
area, and then, from there, split up into hiking, biking, running or fellowship-

ping groups.  This is our final gathering this year.  Contact Andy Smith for more 
information, smithakbc@verizon.net.

Do you have a new address or phone number?  

We want to update your information in our church database.  We know people move, young adults go into 
the military, go away to school or move out of Mom and Dad’s house.  Even if your address is a temporary one 
(military or school), we would like to know and be able to keep in touch with you.  Go to http://belairumc.
org/?page_id=5095 to update your personal information, so your church family knows how to reach you!

How Do I Become a Member of Bel Air Church?

We’re glad you asked!  We are always blessed to receive new members into our church family.  Membership 
is an important step in our spiritual growth and in our journey together.   In joining the church, we affirm our 
love for Christ and express our desire to worship, serve, and grow in connection with others.  If you have been 
attending Bel Air for a while and would like to explore membership, we want to help you take your next step.  

In our 3-evening membership class, you’ll make new friends while you learn about the church.  We’ll provide 
important information and plenty of discussion time to help you make your decision about membership.  The 
class includes:
• An overview of basic Christian beliefs.
• The core emphases of the United Methodist tradition.
• The Mission, Vision, and Core Values that are unique to Bel Air Church.
• The many ways the people at Bel Air Church are growing as disciples of Jesus Christ.
• Good conversation, and lots more.

Next 3-week class will be on Wednesdays 7:00 to 9:00PM, September 6, 13, 20.

Childcare is available upon request.

To register, or for more information, please contact Lisa Wolf, 410-838-5181, ext. 11 or Al Conway alansandyc@
verizon.net.

mailto:smithakbc@verizon.net


PARTICIPATION OPPORTUNITIES SEPTEMBER 2017

The fall session of DivorceCare will begin on Wednesday, 
September 13 at 6:30 pm in room 115.  DivorceCare is 
a thirteen-week class and support group for individuals 
undergoing the pain and challenges of separation and 
divorce.  It is open to anyone from our church or community 
who is separated or divorced. The only cost is $15.00 for 
the workbook.  For more information, please  consult Chuck 
Heatwole, 410-836-2947, or the church office.

GriefShare (our weekly grief support group) will begin our next 
13-week session on Tuesday, September 5 from 7:00–9:00 pm 
in room 115.  If you or someone you know is grieving the death 
of a loved one, we invite you to become part of the next group.  

Blood Drive News

 ª July Results ... Our July Blood Drive was very successgul, collecting 64 units 
of blood (including 18 “Double Reds”).  We extend heart felt thanks to each and 
every donor on behalf of the many patients who will benefit from the blood that was 
collected.

 ª Faster Check-ins ... Donors can speed up the check-in process at our Blood Drives 
by using the Rapid Pass option on the Red Cross web-site before hand.  Simply go online 
the day of the Blood Drive, read the required information, and register.  When you sign in on a computer atht 
he drive, your check in process will be expedited.  To take advantage of Rapid Pass or learn more about it, go to 
redcross.org/rapidpass.

 ª Next Drive ... Our next Blood Drive will be September 11.  Appointments can be scheduled on the 
bulletin board across from the church office.

BEL AIR UMC 2017   MISSION DINNERS SCHEDULE

Saturday, September 30 (4:00-6:30 PM)
Meatloaf Dinner to benefit Global Missions

(Russian Outreach, Zimbabwe Medical Clinic)
Cost:  $12 for adults, $5 for ages 5-11, free for age 4 & under

Saturday, November 4 (4:00-6:30 PM)
Turkey Dinner to benefit Local Ministries

(Habitat for Humanity, Homeless Shelter, Food Ministries)
Cost:  $12 for adults, $5 for ages 5-11, free for age 4 & under



PARTICIPATION OPPORTUNITIES SEPTEMBER 2017

The Altar Guild Has A Place for You!

Do you think you could carve out one hour every four weeks? 
Could you find three hours once a year? Do you think you could 
enjoy private moments with God in the sanctuary?

These small requirements (and privileges) are all that is needed to 
serve our magnificent God….directly at His altar. The opportunity 
is there every time we prepare for the Sunday services.

The Altar Guild is looking for the “next generation” of Guilder. 
We find great satisfaction and honor in serving, preparing for the 

worship celebration, decorating for festive holidays, helping maintain the sanctuary in good order. We carry 
on a precious tradition entrusted to us by a long line of ladies who have left behind handmade altar hangings, 
detailed guides, and pictures of past preparations; labors of love creating a rich tradition at BAUMC.

Talk with your friends and see if you all might be the ones God is inviting to serve Him. Call Kathy Frawley, 410-
746-7417 or email ka.frawley@verizon.net for more information.

Habitat for Humanity Susquehanna
Construction Volunteers Needed 

Sat. 9/9 and Sat. 9/30

Habitat for Humanity Susquehanna and BAUMC/VIM are 
teaming together for another important home construction 
project.  Habitat is starting a new "Faith Build" home in Havre de Grace.  (Construction volunteers will raise 
the walls on Sat. 9/9)   Due to BAUMC great generosity, we have donated over $14,500 to this project.  Now it 
is time to participate in the construction phase on Sat. 9/9 and Sat 9/30.  Work starts at 7:30 AM and finishes 
about 3:30 PM.  Address: 713 Girard Street, Havre de Grace, MD  21078

No construction experience is required but you must be at least 16 years old. Supervisors will only ask you to 
work on things you are comfortable doing.

All materials and tools will be provided but wear work clothes, bring your favorite hammer and gloves. To 
volunteer, please use the Habitat online registration.  If you have not registered in the past, the online process 
includes a short safety training lesson. Go to www.habitatsusq.org and follow the instructions to volunteer for 
construction activity.  After registration is completed (or if you have registered before), go to the web site's 
"construction calendar" and sign-up for Saturday 9/9 or 9/30.  

If you have any questions, please contact Habitat's Volunteer Coordinator, Brianne Young (410-638-4434 or 
byoung@habitatsusq.org) or Tim Knabe (443-841-6205 or taknabe42@gmail.com).

mailto:ka.frawley@verizon.net


BEL AIR UNITED METHODIST WOMEN SEPTEMBER 2017

The Reading Program of the United Methodist Women (UMW) encourages reading one or more books from 
each of the UMW mission areas:  Education for Mission, Leadership Development, Nurturing for Community, 
Social Action, and Spiritual Growth.  There are also books for children and youth.

There is a set of dedicated bookshelves in the church’s Lightner Library for the UMW Reading Program.  (It’s 
the one with our signature yellow roses on the top.)  Each year, the Bel Air United Methodist Women purchase 
books for this collection.

These are our new books for 2017:

Boundless:  What Global Expressions of Faith Teach Us about Following Jesus  (Education for Mission)   (an 
exploration of faith outside the boundaries of traditional Western Christianity)

Called to the Fire:  A Witness for God in Mississippi - The Story of Dr. Charles Johnson  (Education for Mission)  
(a voice for justice and equality in the segregated South)

Falling into Place:  A Memoir of Overcoming  (Leadership Development) (the story of Native American 
journalist Hattie Kauffman)

Broken and Blessed:  God Changes the World One Person and One Family at a Time  (Leadership Development)  
(the Book of Genesis relates the origins of things – of the universe, of relationships, and of families)

Launch Your Encore:  Finding Adventure and Purpose Later in Life  (Nurturing for Community)  (how to enter 
this stage of life poised for personal satisfaction and ready to continue making contributions to society)

Building a Movement to End the New Jim Crow:  (Social Action) (campaigns that contribute to a mass 
movement against the largest penal system in the world)

What We’re Fighting Now is Each Other: Dispatches from the Front Lines of Climate Justice  (Social Action)  (a 
spiritual journey into the climate justice movement)

Soul Repair:  Recovering from Moral Injury After War  (Spiritual Growth)  (the stories of four war veterans)

For Children:
Journey with J.W.:  John Wesley’s Ride through Methodist History  (children will learn about our Methodist 
heritage and how it shaped us as people of faith, and how God inspired John Wesley)

Animal Beauty: (how zoo animals address body image issues and remind children to appreciate themselves for 
who they are)

For Youth:

The Courage to Be Yourself:  True Stories by Teens About Cliques, Conflicts, and Overcoming Peer Pressure  (26 
real teens write about their lives)

The Perfect Place:  (Treasure and her sister are sent to spend the summer in tiny Black Lake, Virginia, with their 
Aunt Grace and find out that first impressions can be misleading)

We feel that the selected books appeal to our congregation and community, and we invite you to stop by the 
Lightner Library and find something to read.  We would love to know if you’ve read one of our UMW books 
and whether you enjoyed it or found it helpful or inspirational.  Please send a quick e-mail message to Melissa 
Harrah at mlwharrah80@verizon.net with your comments.
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The e-Spire, a weekly update of information, 
devotions, upcoming events and activities is 
distributed via e-mail. If you would like to 
receive the e-Spire, please send your e-mail 
address to wolfl@baumc.com.  

CONFERENCE STAFF

Bishop - Rev. LaTrelle Miller Easterling
District Superintendent - Rev. Ann Laprade

BEL AIR UMC STAFF 
Lead Pastor - Rev. Byron E. Brought
Associate Pastor - Rev. L. Lynn Boyd
Director of Children & Family Ministries -
Rev. Deb Lampton 
Director of Youth Ministry - Ashley Haugh
Director of Music/Chancel Choir Director - 
David Tramontana
Church Administrator - Tony Ciampaglio
Director of Young Adult Ministry - Christopher 
Pelfrey
Bookkeeper - Penny Buranen
Administrative/Congregational Care Asst. - 
Debbie Atteberry
Administrative Specialist - Lisa Wong Wolf
Administrative and Youth Ministry Assistant/
Wedding Coordinator - Cheryl Firth
Facilities & Maintenance Manager - Rick 
Schulte
Hospitality Coordinator - Alice Archer
aaarcher@comcast.net

E-mail for BAUMC Staff: last name first 
initial @ baumc.com (ex:  broughtb@
baumc.com)

SUBMISSIONS FOR OCTOBER’S 
NEWSLETTER

Do you have an event or article you’d like to 
see in OCTOBER’s edition of the SPIRE?  Send 
them to wolfl@baumc.com by noon, Tuesday, 
SEPTEMBER 19th.

If you are receiving an electronic copy of the 
Spire and prefer to have one mailed to your 
home or if you are receiving only a hard copy 
and would like to see the SPIRE newsletter in 
color, please e-mail Lisa Wolf at wolfl@baumc.
com or visit our web-site  www.belairumc.org 

Current addressee or

Chancel Choir is back! 
The Chancel Choir is looking for new members.   All 
we ask is that you hold a heartfelt love for the Lord 
and a joy for singing!  

Contact Director Dave Tramontana at 410-215-6217 
or tramontanad@baumc.com.  
We would love to see you there! 

NO AUDITION REQUIRED.

Our first practice will be September 6 from 7:30 pm - 
8:45 pm in room 103.

Not sure if choir is right for you?  Come try us out!  
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