CouNclIL FOR NATIONAL PoLicy

March 1, 2017
Signatures Updated: March 2, 2017

President Donald Trump

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

You are doing something rare in American politics you are fulfilling campaign promises.
We thank you especially for the steps you have already taken in your young administration
to uphold our First Freedom, the freedom of religion.

We are writing to ask that you continue these efforts to defend religious freedom by issuing
an executive order protecting the practical exercise of religious freedom.

For the last eight years, Americans of all backgrounds have suffered the loss of their
religious freedoms because of destructive Obama-era policies. We commend you for
beginning to reverse that devastating trend.

¢ You have rightly called attention to the need to restore the free speech rights that
have been violated by the Johnson Amendment.

¢ You have rightly noted, at the National Prayer Breakfast, that “[o]Jur Republic was
formed on the basis that freedom is not a gift from government, but that freedom is
a gift from God.”

¢ You observed in the same speech that international religious freedom violations are
taking place: “We have seen ... [a]cts of wanton slaughter against religious
minorities . ... We have seen peace-loving Muslims brutalized, victimized, murdered
and oppressed by ISIS killers. We have seen threats of extermination against the
Jewish people.”

While the media has largely passed over these comments, they have not escaped our notice.
Thank you for being very clear about the importance of religious liberty. Naming the
problem is the first step toward addressing it.

In this vein, we look forward to addressing domestic threats against religious freedom that
still confront us:
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e Federal grantees like World Vision, the Salvation Army, the Adventist Development
and Relief Agency, and Samaritans Purse face the prospect of the government
forcing them to violate their faith or give up their role serving the disadvantaged
and poor around the world.

e Adoption providers such as Bethany Christian Services and Catholic Charities have
been forced out of Massachusetts, Illinois, and D.C. because they are committed to
placing needy children with a married mom and dad.

e The Obama administration’s solicitor general declared before the Supreme Court
that religious schools that fail to embrace the Court’s redefinition of marriage could
see their tax exempt status fall into jeopardy.

e Schools like Gordon College and Brigham Young University Law School have had
their accreditation come under scrutiny because of their beliefs about marriage, and
the threat of federal action against religious schools remains.

e Service members like Navy Chaplain Wes Modder have been disciplined for
counseling according to their Christian beliefs about natural marriage.

e The Little Sisters of the Poor as well as other religious groups and colleges have
been forced under the HHS contraceptives mandate to choose between paying
crushing federal fines or violating their deeply held beliefs.

e Family business owners around the country have been punished by state and local
governments because of their religious views. Earlier this month, the Washington
State Supreme Court affirmed the penalties imposed on florist grandmother
Barronelle Stutzman for following her faith in the marketplace. She and others like
her need to be assured that the federal government will not similarly punish them—
whether through tax policy, denial of grants or contracts, or otherwise—because
they act in accordance with their beliefs.

e Under a policy issued by the Obama administration’s agriculture secretary, a USDA
official threatened to remove all USDA inspectors if West Michigan Beef Company
owner Donald Vander Boon didn’t permanently refrain from placing in the
company’s breakroom religious literature supporting marriage between one man
and one woman that the department deemed “offensive.” The Vander Boons were
forced to choose between their religious beliefs and having their plant closed and
their employees left jobless.

The above individuals and groups, and many others like them, have either been punished
by the government for their religious beliefs or are about to suffer under Obama era anti-
religious regulations. They need protections that you can grant through an executive order



to prevent federal discrimination against them for acting in accordance with their beliefs.
We urge you to take action to ensure their freedom to believe and live out those beliefs is

protected from government punishment.

We, in the conservative movement, stand ready to assist you in your efforts to protect and

uphold the freedom of religion in America.
Sincerely,

The Honorable Tony Perkins
President
Council for National Policy

Rebecca Hagelin
Board of Directors, FamilyTalk
Secretary, Council for National Policy

Morton C. Blackwell
President
The Leadership Institute

Trent England

Vice President for Strategic Initiatives and
David and Ann Brown Distinguished
Fellow, Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs

Tim LeFever
Chairman of the Board
Capitol Resource Institute

Jenny Beth Martin
Co-Founder and CEO
Tea Party Patriots

Roxanne Phillips
President
RBA Partners, Ltd.

Marcia G. Taylor
Chief Executive Officer
Bennett International Group, LLC

The Honorable Becky Norton Dunlop
Chairman, Conservative Action Project

William L. Walton
Vice-President
Council for National Policy

The Honorable Bob McEwen
U.S. House of Representatives
Former Member, Ohio

Rich Bott
Chairman/CEO
Bott Radio Network

The Honorable Colin Hanna
President
Let Freedom Ring, Inc.

J. Keet Lewis
Co-Founder and Managing Partner
Lewis Group International

William Mills
President
Mills Energy

Kelly Shackelford
President and CEO
First Liberty Institute

The Honorable T. Kenneth Cribb, Jr.
Former Domestic Advisor
President Ronald Reagan

Stuart Epperson
Chairman of the Board
Salem Media Group



Former White House Advisor, President
Ronald Reagan

The Honorable Edwin Meese III
Former Attorney General
President Ronald Reagan

Janice Shaw Crouse, Ph.D.
Author, Columnist, Cultural Commentator
The Crouse Institute

Randy M. Long, CEO
Long Business Advisors, LLC

L. Brent Bozell, 111
Founder and President
Media Research Center

Pricie Hanna
Managing Partner
Pricie Hanna Consultants

Nancy Pressler
Volunteer and Former President
The Brookwood Community Volunteers

Donna Hearne
CEO
The Constitutional Coalition

Lisa Calvert
Christian Communicator & Bible Educator
Rabon-Calvert Interests

Joe Calvert
President
Rabon-Calvert Interests

Theodore Baehr
Publisher
MOVIEGUIDE®

Richard Viguerie
Chairman, American Target Advertising,
Inc. and ConservativeHQ.com

Bill Dallas
CEO
United in Purpose

Lewis K. Uhler
Founder and President
National Tax Limitation Committee

John Stemberger
President & General Counsel
Florida Family Policy Council

Judge Paul Pressler
Retired Justice
Texas Court of Appeals

Paul Pressler, IV
Founding Member
William F. Buckley Jr. Council

Mark Hearne

Somers White
Former AZ Senator

Matt Mackowiak
Executive Director
Fight For Tomorrow

Ali Alexander
President
First Freedoms



Ali Akbar
Senior Advisor
Black Conservatives Fund

Peter Bohlinger
BDLP

Kirk Elliott, PhD
Founder
Spark Capital and MORE Company

William J. Federer
President
AmericanMinute.com

Victoria Cobb
President
The Family Foundation of Virginia

The Honorable Jeff Frederick
Former Chairman
Republican Party of Virginia

James C. Miller III
Former Director, Office of Management and
Budget for President Reagan

Richard Wright
Retired CEO
Advocare

E. Ray Moore
Founder, President, Frontline Ministries,
Inc. & Exodus Mandate Project

The Honorable Jason Rapert
Senator
Arkansas State Senate

Ellen Grigsby
Director of Institutional Partnerships
Open Doors USA

Robert J. Shreve
Chairman/CEO
Sperical Commerce Group

Clifton P. Schroeder
Colonel

United States Marine Corps (Retired)

Tim G. Echols
Founder
TeenPact

R. Philip Sarnecki
CEO/President
RPS Financial Group, Inc.

Kevin D. Freeman
Founder
NSIC Institute

Paul Blair
President
Reclaiming America for Christ

Jeanneane Maxon
Attorney at Law
Jeanneane Maxon Consulting

Dr. Rick Scarborough
Vision America

David Pittman
CFO / COO
Bennett International Group, LLC

C. Preston Noell III
President
Tradition, Family, Property, Inc.

Gary Marx
Former Executive Director
Faith & Freedom Coalition



Joseph Farah
Founder and CEO
WND.com (WorldNetDaily.com)

Willes K. Lee
President, National Federation of
Republican Assemblies

Dana Liberatore
Owner
Strength Convergence

Floyd Brown
Chairman
Western Center for Journalism

Todd Dexter
President & CEO
Todd Dexter & Associates

Samuel B. Casey
Managing Director & General Counsel
Jubilee Campaign

Tim Macy
Chairman
Gun Owners of America

Ralph Hudgens
Georgia Insurance Commissioner
State of Georgia

Russell J. Kilpatrick MD
Brig Gen USAF, Retired

Ben Case
President
Case Consulting Services, Inc.

Suzanne Hudgens
Political Activist
Eagle Forum

Philip Liberatore
President and Founder
IRS Problem Solvers

The Honorable Mike Hill
Former Member, Florida State House
Business Owner

Fr. Frank Pavone
National Director
Priests for Life

Everett Piper
President
Oklahoma Wesleyan University

Kristan Hawkins
President
Students for Life of America

John Bradburne
Principal
Bradburne Consulting, LLC

Judge Jim Powers
JL Powers & Associates
Council for National Policy

Art Ally
President
Timothy Plan

Gary Witherspoon
President
Copper Beech Capital LLC

Angela Case
Vice President
Case Consulting Services, Inc.

Brad Dacus
President
Pacific Justice Institute



Tandy Mitchell
Officer
Cinemark USA

Jon Gibson
CEO
Jon Gibson Company

Lee Roy Mitchell
Chairman of the Board
Cinemark Corp

Marj Witherspoon
Retired
CNP

John Slavic
CEO
Skavic401k

Chad Connelly
Candidate for US Congress - South Carolina
CD 5, Connelly for Congress

Brenda Baller
Vice-President
Baller & Co, Inc.

Don Campion
Chief Executive Officers
Banyan Air Services, Inc

Ray Thompson
President
The Thompson Group

Jerome R. Corsi, Ph.D.
Washington Bureau Chief
Infowars.com

Ann Quest
Founder
Unity Quest

Richard G. Scurry
Co-Founder
Bible Literacy Project

Mike Baller
President
Baller & Co, Inc

Cathi Herrod
President
Center for Arizona Policy

Dan Smithwick
President
Nehemiah Institute

Preston Hawkins
Chairman
Radio Nueva Vida

Darrel W. Johnson
President
Attic Corporation

L. Martin Nussbaum
Attorney
Colorado Springs

Colby M. May
Senior Counsel & Director, Washington
Office, American Center for Law & Justice

Bradley Mattes
President
Life Issues Institute

Troy Newman
President
Operation Rescue and Abortion Free

Nancy Hansen
CEO
Capstone Legacy Foundation



James N. Clymer
Former National Chairman
Constitution Party

Gina Gleason
Executive Director
Faith and Public Policy

The Honorable Mike Spence
Founding President
Conservative Republicans of California

Doug Pringle
Par Wealth Management

Dr. James Dobson Ph.D.
Founder & President
Family Talk

William G. Boykin
LTG (Ret.)
US Army Special Forces

Robert Mylod

Steven J. Buri
President
Discovery Institute

Caroline Camden Lewis
Owner of Percipio Communications
Columnist

Wade Kirby

Senior Facilitator

The Alternative Board of North Central
New Jersey

Mark A. Bloom
Co-founder and Owner
Square Mile Energy and Ole Podner LLC

Ronald L. Seeley
Physician
Tampa Eye Clinic

The Honorable Stephen E. Stockman
US Congressman (Ret)

R. O. Broekhuizen
Retired

Ron Robinson
President
Young America's Foundation

Dr. Scott Magill
Executive Director
Veterans in Defense of Liberty™

Sueanne Campion
SIM Egbe Hospital Procurement Officer
Banyan Air Services, Inc.

Monica Mylod

John West
Vice President
Discovery Institute

E.C. Sykes
Founder

Aslan Capital

Marcy O'Hickey
AdvoCare Independent Distributor

Ralph Schmidt



Judith Bedrosian

Anne Schlafly Cori
Chairman
Eagle Forum

Linda L. Bean
Founder & CEO
Linda Bean's Perfect Maine LLC

Patrick A. Trueman
President & CEO
National Center on Sexual Exploitation

James L. Martin

Founder/Chairman, 60 Plus Association
National Chairman, Seniors for
Trump/Pence

Neil Siefring
Vice President
Hilltop Advocacy, LLC

Tricia Erickson
President
Angel Pictures & Publicity, Inc.

Richard Lee, PhD
President
There's Hope America Inc

Dr. Wm Ames Curtright
President and CEO
Ames Research and Laboratories, Inc.
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Marylois E. Gibson
Member

Council for National Policy
Dr. Oren Paris

President

Ecclesia College

Penny Nance
President and CEO

Concerned Women for America

Jack Park

Conservative Activist and Donor

Debbie Wuthnow
Executive Director
iVoterGuide.com

Mario Navarro da Costa
Director, Washington Bureau
Tradition, Family, Property

Herman Cain
C.E.O.
THE New Voice

James O'Hickey
Independent Distributor
AdvoCare



