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Clergy
Rabbi:  ZACHARY R. SHAPIRO
rabbi@templeakiba.net  
Cantor:  LONEE FRAILICH
cantorlonee@templeakiba.net 
Rabbi Emeritus:  ALLEN S. MALLER

Temple Akiba Executive Offi cers & Board of Trustees:
MICHAEL BAUER, President
president@templeakiba.net
JOSHUA WEISSMAN, Vice President Administration
joshua.weissman@transamerica.com
MORRIS ZLOTOWITZ, Vice President Finance
morriszla@gmail.com
CAROL DIAMOND, Vice President Religious Practices
cldiamond@earthlink.net
CATHY PENSO, Vice President Ways & Means
prisca56@sbcglobal.net
JEFF REYNOLDS, Vice President Education 
buckreynolds@sbcglobal.net
ELIZABETH ZLOTOWITZ, Vice President Membership
membership@templeakiba.net
KARIN HERMAN, Vice President Youth
karinm.herman@gmail.com
SCOTT MARKOWITZ, Vice President Extensions
scottamarko@gmail.com
VERNA EREZ, Recording Secretary
vernaerez@gmail.com
CRAIG ABRAMS, Financial Secretary
craig.r.abrams@gmail.com

Immediate Past President:
ROBERT G. KNOPF
bobknopf@earthlink.net

Congregational Trustees:
HELENE JAFFA, Havurah/Adult Education
helenerj@aol.com
MARC BAUER, Outreach
marcbauer@gmail.com
MYRNA KAYTON, Good & Welfare
mskayton@gmail.com
LOUISE FEINBERG, Caring Community
loutalks@aol.com
RAY MARTIN, House & Grounds
rayster1900@gmail.com
SHARLENE LONDON, Social Action
sharlondon@yahoo.com
SUE URFRIG, Gifts & Memorials
BRIAN BERMAN, Technology
brian@moneydaze.com
JOSH KRUSKOL, Ways and Means
joshkruskol@yahoo.com

Appointed Trustees:
DEB FALCON, Parliamentarian
falcondeborah@yahoo.com
LINDA PARK, President, Sisterhood
mommylinda50@hotmail.com
PAULA JOSEPHSON SHULMAN, Religious School
pjshulman@gmail.com
STEFANIE CUTLER, Early Childhood Center
stefanie.cutler@gmail.com
HERMAN BARNATHAN, Men’s Group
hbarnat16@gmail.com
MATTHEW MARTIN, Youth Group

Temple Staff:
AMRAM HASSAN,  Executive Director
templeakibaexec@gmail.com - ext. 224
RANDEE BISHOFF,  Director of Education
religiousschool@templeakiba.net  -  ext. 229
CARLY ROSENSTEIN,  Assistant Director of Education
nurseryschool@templeakiba.net - ext. 227
LEAH PENSO,  Resident Camp & Youth Programs Director
youthgroup@templeakiba.net - ext. 231
ROBYN ALTMAN,  Akiba Day Camp Director/                            
B'nai Mitzvah Coordinator
akibadaycamp@templeakiba.net  - ext. 231
REBECCA HOLZBERG,  Administrative Assistant
schooloffi ce@templeakiba.net  -  ext. 230
DINA HEMPLING,  Administrative Assistant
admin@templeakiba.net - ext.221
GEORGE BARRERA, Chief Custodian - ext. 226
EFRAIN GRAMAJO, Custodian
MATT BARRERA, Custodian
MARY LOU BASARABA,  Choir Director

Jan/Feb Friday Shabbat Services

Friday, January 5                 6:30pm
Shabbat Shira Service 

Friday, January 12    7pm
Torah Service with Choir 

Friday, January 19    7pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

Friday, January 26             7pm
Shabbat Nefesh Service - Duets with Cantors
Jay and Lonee Frailich

Friday, February 2                  6:30pm
Tu B'Shevat Seder/Shabbat Shira Service

Friday, February 9                 7pm
Torah Service with Choir 

Friday, February 16             7pm
Simon & Garfunkel Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Friday, February 23    7pm
Shabbat Service

Chairpersons:
LINDA WINTERS, Music
lwint2@verizon.net
IRA DIAMOND, High Holy Days
diamondline@earthlink.net
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 Cantor's Corner
Hamilton: An American Musical 
is one of the most critically 
acclaimed and successful musicals 
in history. The story of an 
immigrant rising from poverty to 
becoming one of the United States 
founding fathers is one that has 

universal appeal. Its groundbreaking model of 
music, utilizing rap, R&B and Broadway tunes has 
made it popular with every age group. I’m a huge 
musical fan and cannot remember in my lifetime a 
musical gaining such a tremendous following with 
such a wide range of people. 

While the show does not speak of Alexander 
Hamilton’s religious background, there are some 
scholars that believe that he had Jewish roots. 
Hamilton’s father James A. Hamilton was Scottish 
and not Jewish. Some scholars believe that 
Hamilton’s mother, Rachel Faucette, was likely 
Jewish.  She was originally married to a man with 
the surname Lavien or Levine in modern times. 

Because she never divorced her ϐirst husband, 
the Anglican Church saw Hamilton as illegitimate 
and banned him from its local school. Instead 
he studied at the local Jewish school run out of a 
Synagogue in Charlestown, the capital of Nevis. It 
was there that he learned Hebrew. 

This year’s Purim Shpiel blends the incredible 
raps and music of Hamilton with the story of 
Purim. The children in our Religious School’s 
Purim Shpiel Chug have been working hard at 
learning their lines, raps and songs. 

They are excited to debut the production of 
Esther: A Persian Musical, written by Cantor 
Jamie Marx. Please join us to watch this incredible 
production directed by Ben Goldberg and me. 

The Shpiel will take place in Temple Akiba’s 
Social Hall on Wednesday, February 28th at 6pm. 
Wear your costumes and stay after the show for 
Hamentashen!

Cantor Lonee Frailich

Shalom, Rav
Dear all,
I received a phone call not long ago from someone                      
describing himself as a “Very Reform Jew.”

I asked him what he meant, and he shared 
that he never goes to services, he eats 
ham and cheese sandwiches, and he goes 
to the mother-in-law of his best friend’s 
cousin for Passover seder every leap year.

OK, I concede this last example is a bit of 
an exaggeration.  But only a bit…

I want to share what it truly means to be a “Very Reform 
Jew.”  In short, it means that we are very committed to        
Reform Judaism.  Below are the values I believe all Reform 
Jews should embrace:

1) Being a Reform Jew means we honor tradition while     
being receptive to change.
2) Being a Reform Jew means we include and embrace. 
3) Being a Reform Jew means we believe in equality.
4) Being a Reform Jew means we want to leave the world 
better than how we found it.
5) Being a Reform Jew means we are seeking the Divine 
Voice in our lives.
6) Being a Reform Jew means we help Jewish communities 
locally and around the world.
7) Being a Reform Jew means we are committed to Israel’s 
future.
8) Being a Reform Jew means we have a reason to want the 
next generation to continue to be Jews.
9)  Being a Reform Jews means we study.   The texts of our 
people belong to us.  The Torah, the Talmud, the music, the 
liturgy… It doesn’t belong only to the more deeply obser-
vant.  It is ours to  to wrestle with, to debate, and to nurture.

Being a “Very Reform Jew” is so much more than being a 
secular modern progressive person.  We are the bearers of a 
torch.  We have inherited a symphony of voices.  How will 
our own voice add to the chorus?

Go out and be a Very Reform Jew.  Do it with pride!  Do it 
with intention.  Do it with conviction.  And remember, if not 
now, when?

With love and shalom,

Rabbi Zach Shapiro

Our Light Shines Brighter   Together
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E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ’ s  M e s s a gE x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ’ s  M e s s a g ee  ECC & Religious School
Using Purim to Inspire Menschiness in  Kids

If you are a kid, Purim means costumes, hamantaschen, and 
probably a carnival. It means the one time of year where 
you are allowed to be as loud as you can in synagogue. The 
general craziness of the atmosphere can make Purim a favorite 
with a lot of little ones. If you are the parent of these kids, 
Purim can often mean over-tired, over-sugared, over-excited 
kids, which can be a challenge.

One of the lessons of Purim is v’nahafochu – everything 
turned upside down. It is an opportunity to celebrate the 
things that don’t usually come out, to celebrate the moment 
when the Jews thought all hope was lost, only to learn that 
the world turned on its head and they were saved. It is also 
an opportunity for us to tease out some of the values of the 
Purim story – Esther’s bravery, Mordechai’s faith – and 
communicate them to our children. Particularly now, in a 
moment where kindness seems to be shrinking every day, we 
can turn the world upside down by doubling down on love.

Let’s start with the fi rst of the purim mitzvot, gifts for the 
poor–matanot l’evyonim. In this moment of Purim, where 
we celebrate and revel in being saved, we also remember 
that there are those around us who don’t have what we have. 
We are commanded to feed the poor on Purim— in fact, we 
are told to immediately say yes to any person who asks for 
money. What better lesson for our children than to learn than 
to give to those that have less. 

The second mitzvah of Purim is mishloach manot, giving 
gifts, usually of food, to family and friends. Mishloach 
manot are a way to help our kids exercise the “giving 
muscle.” We can help our children practice going up to friends 
and family, looking them in the eye, offering a gift with a 
smile and trying to glean a reward from the other person’s 
gratitude. We can practice giving without expecting anything 
in return and we can practice being thankful if a gift does 
come our way.

Now, the fi nal mitzvah is to drink to the point where you don’t 
know the difference between Haman and Mordechai and 
by extension, between good and evil. Leaving the drinking 
aside, we can think about it this way; this is where we, as 
parents come in. In a time when our fellow 
citizens cannot even agree on basic facts, 
it becomes our obligation to draw lines in 
the sand for our children before the holiday 
begins. It becomes our job to teach them 
good and evil, right and wrong, moral and 
immoral. In a time when people seem to 
have trouble knowing the difference, the best 
way to do this particular Purim mitzvah is to make sure we are 
communicating that difference clearly and without hesitation 
to our children.

Chag Sameach and Happy Purim

Randee Bishoff, Director of Education

ECC & Religious School
Hello Friends, 

As the new calendar year has begun, I want 
to thank those families that read my emails 
about paying off their balances or even paying 
ahead on their dues of 2018 - 2019.  Thanks to 
the many volunteers and staff members we’re 
able to remain at least one step ahead of all our 
event/programming planning.  

Also, when entering the Temple lobby, look into 
the Temple ofϐice… you will notice someone new 
sitting there.  We have hired an additional ofϐice 
administrator to help us become even more 
efϐicient.  Dina Hempling will be moving into the 
bookkeeper’s ofϐice to focus solely on school and 
Temple ϐinances.  She’ll still be available to chat 
with you if you like.    

As you may know, the Temple’s 8th Annual 
GALA is coming up on February 10th.  This is a 
very important event for the Temple.  Not only 
are we honoring some wonderful members of 
Temple Akiba, Sharon Krakoff and Bob Knopf, 
Anita and Scott Markowitz, and Elizabeth and 
Morris Zlotowitz, but the proceeds from the 
GALA are an integral line item in our budget 
which helps us to ϐinancially meet our goals for 
the operation of our schools and Temple.  Be 
sure to return your RSVP card to the Temple.  
You do not want to be the only one missing the 
GALA!

In conclusion, I hope the Southern California 
ϐires are completely out and we are getting some 
winter weather (rain).  

Please do not hesitate to come in and talk to me 
if you have any questions on anything even, if 
it’s not about Temple business.

Shalom,

Amram  Hassan                                              
Executive Director
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The New Year is looking very bright for Temple Akiba. We’re kicking off 2018 with a major upgrade to our online     
presence with the launch of the new and improved TempleAkiba.net (see the notice below). If you haven’t been to 
the site yet, I encourage you to take a look around. Learn more about Temple Akiba’s legacy, campus, current 
events, clergy, staff, schools, gatherings, community events, and so much more! Take a look at the new online   
calendar that is searchable for your individual interests and sign up for upcoming events. I want to thank Mollie 
Bauer and Brian Berman who donated their time, talents and resources for their extraordinary work in designing, 
programming and creating the website. 

 

Projections for Temple Akiba’s finances are also looking very good moving into the New Year. Our accountants 
have been extremely busy getting our records in order, current and accurate. We now have financial statements 
that indicate that the Temple’s financial condition is strong. A big thank you to our V.P. Finance Morris Zlotowitz, 
who led the team of financial wizards including Stella August, Veronica Gursky, Susan Frazin, and Executive      
Director Amram Hassan. 

 

2018 will also be filled with all of our favorite annual events. Starting February 10th with our 8th Annual Gala,        
followed by our Purim Carnival and Mitzvah Day, 2018 will certainly bring lots of cheer and pride at Temple Akiba  
of Culver City. Looking forward to seeing you there! 

Michael Bauer 
President 
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• Gold section full page $800 7” wide x 9” high
• Silver section full page $600 7” wide x 9” high
• Half page $300 7” wide x 4.5” high
• Quarter page $154 3.5” wide x 4.5” high
• Business card size $72
• Mazel Tov Name Listing $36  

Please send camera ready copy to  
(minimum resolution: 300 dpi):  
Gala8@templeakiba.net

Please send Hard copy and payment to:
Temple Akiba, 5249 S. Sepulveda Boulevard, Culver City, 
CA  90230, Attn: Gala Tribute Book
Or Pay by credit card online at: www.TempleAkiba.net 
Click on the “Gala” on the Home Page

Gala Evening Includes: 
~ Cocktail Hour with Entertainment 
~ Appetizers and 1 drink (call brands)  
~ Photo Tower  
~ DJ  
~ Sit-Down Dinner with Wine  
~ Raffle & Live Auction  
~ Complimentary Self-Parking

BY PURCHASING AN AD IN THE GALA TRIBUTE BOOK
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RAFFLE
Support our major fundraiser of the year! 

Temple Akiba’s 8th Annual Gala
Anyone can be a winner of one of these 10 fabulous prizes. You do not need to be at the 
Gala to win.  Each ticket is $10 or 3/$25. Specify which item you would like to try your 
chance at winning. You may buy more than one ticket per item. Indicate in the box how 

many tickets for that item. Drawing will be at the Gala February 10, 2018.

Two Kings Tickets:  
Watch the Kings vs. 
Vancouver Canucks  
10 Rows From the Ice!!! 
Monday, March 12th, 
7:30pm.  Section 106,  
Row 10 - Seats 18 & 19.

Label’s Table Deli Platter:  
Having a party? Enjoy a 
delicious meat platter for 8 
from Label’s Table: Choice 
of meats, cheeses, breads, 
rolls, salads, pickles and 
olives. Valid anytime.

ITEM 2

Culver Hotel Stay:  
Spend a night at this historic 
boutique hotel, located in the 
heart of downtown Culver 
City, includes continental 
breakfast and parking.  
http://www.culverhotel.com/

ITEM 3

Ruth’s Chris Steak House:  
Feast on their signature 
sizzling plates of steak at 
any of their beautiful 
locations including Marina 
del Rey, Beverly Hills or 
Woodland Hills

ITEM 4

ITEM 1

More prizes on reverse

TEMPLE AKIBA’S 8TH ANNUAL GALA

February 10, 2018
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Four Clipper Tickets:  
Enjoy watching the Clippers 
play the Pacers from the 
ESPN Suite Sunday, April 1 at 
12:30pm.

ITEM 5

Beautiful Art Glass sculpture 
by Beau Tsai: 
Two sharks swimming, 12” 
tall by 8”wide. For over 30 
years, Beau Tsai has been 
applying talent and precision 
skill to creating one-of-a- kind 
sculptures. He is well known 
for his meticulous attention to 
detail, which has won him
many awards and recognition 
through the years.  
www.beautsai.com

ITEM 9

AR Cucina:  
Dine at Culver City’s newest 
Italian restaurant offering 
authentic and rustic dishes from 
Akasha Richmond’s love of 
Italian cuisine and her travels 
throughout Italy.

ITEM 8

Downtown Culver City 
Dining at Akasha:  
Enjoy California and New 
American cuisine created with 

Chef Akasha’s many travels 
around the world.

ITEM 6

Dinner & Get-A-Way for 2:  
Dine at Share Wine Lounge 
& Small Plate Bistro at the 
DoubleTree by Hilton WLA 
in Culver City, spend the night 
there and enjoy breakfast in the 
morning before heading back 
to reality. Great for out-of-town 
guests, too!

ITEM 7

3 Meats of the Month from 
Victor’s Market Co:  
Choose from brisket-perfect 
for Passover, steaks-great on 
the barbecue, boneless, skinless 
chicken breasts and more.

ITEM 10

(Please return the entire form with your payment)**

Name_____________________________________________      Email_____________________________________________

Enclosed is my check for $___________________ (payable to Temple Akiba)     Phone______________________________________
 

w

from 
of 
els

st 

s 
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Get together with your friends and plan your winning bid for these 
fabulous items:

LIVE AUCTION

Relax in this entry level 4 bedroom, 3 bath home with an 

view of pine and oak trees in this quiet, peaceful area of Lake 
Arrowhead.  Located 4 miles from the Village. Close to Santa’s 
Village and Big Bear. Opening Bid: $600

hosted by congregant, Marshall Naiman, scotch and whiskey 

and glassware will be provided. Winning bidder to determine 
location of Tasting: at home, place of business, or any place in 
Los Angeles. Minimum bid: $500.00 

 

Gourmet Lunch made by Diana and adventure on their 
comfortable 42 foot yacht with 8 fun-loving people: snorkel, 

watching. Opening bid: $600

TEMPLE AKIBA’S 8TH ANNUAL GALA

February 10, 2018
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Brighter and Stronger...Together!

IT’S FUN TO COOK WITH KIDS! 
NO COOKING EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!

KKids love to eat the (healthy) food they cook
Sisterhood members will provide recipes and guidance. Come help kids read recipes, 

measure ingredients, sift and stir.  
 

Join Us Thursdays - January 11th, January 25th, February 8th or March 8th  
3:00-4:30 pm - CHILDREN’S HEALTH AND WELLNESS CENTER 

4700 Inglewood Boulevard (corner of Braddock Avenue, not far from Temple) 
 

If you are interested or have questions, please call or email: 
RENEE MESHUL: (310) 849-1921  or  rmeshul@gmail.com

W e  h o p e  y o u  a l l  e n j o y e d  y o u r  l a t k e s  a n d  w e r e  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  f e s t i v e  l i g h t s  o f  H a n u k k a h .   A s  w e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  d a y s  g r o w i n g  l o n g e r  t h e r e  a r e  s o  m a n y              
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  S i s t e r h o o d  a c t i v i t i e s .   F l y e r s  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  b u l l e t i n :

V o l u n t e e r  c o o k i n g  a t  t h e  C h i l d r e n ’s  W e l l n e s s  C e n t e r  i s  h a p p e n i n g  o n  J a n u a r y  1 1 t h  a n d  2 5 t h ,  a s  w e l l  a s  F e b r u a r y  8 t h  .

 O u r  n e x t  M a h  J o n g g  To u r n a m e n t  t a k e s  p l a c e  o n  J a n u a r y  1 4 t h .

L e e  W i n k e l m a n ,  C a l i f o r n i a  D i r e c t o r  o f  R e f o r m  J u d a i s m ’s  R A C  ( R e l i g i o u s  A c t i o n  C e n t e r )  w i l l  l e a d  a  d i s c u s s i o n  i n v o l v i n g  k e y  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  i s s u e s  a n d  a c t i o n s  w e  c a n   
t a k e  o n  F e b r u a r y  5 t h .

O u r  a n n u a l  S i s t e r h o o d  H a v d a l a h  S e r v i c e  a n d  D i n n e r  c e l e b r a t i n g  6 5  y e a r s  o f  S i s t e r h o o d  t a k e s  p l a c e s  o n  F e b r u a r y  2 4 t h .   R e s e r v a t i o n s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  d i n n e r       
s o  p l a n  a h e a d .

A n d  w e  w e l c o m e  a l l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  o u r  P u r i m  C a r n i v a l  B a k e  S a l e .

B e  s u r e  t o  S a v e  t h e  D a t e  f o r  t h e s e  c o m i n g  a c t i v i t i e s :   P a s s o v e r  O u t r e a c h  o n  M a r c h  2 0 t h  a t  R a l p h s  a n d  a  r o u s i n g  e v e n i n g  o f  B i n g o R i t a  o n  M a r c h  2 4 t h .

W e  t h a n k  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y o n e  w h o  s u p p o r t e d  o u r  H a n u k k a h  B o u t i q u e  a n d  a s k  y o u  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  o u r  S i s t e r h o o d  G i f t  S h o p  i s  w e l l  s t o c k e d  w i t h  i t e m s  y o u  w i l l  n e e d 
f o r  P a s s o v e r .   W e  h a v e  m a n y  S e d a r  P l a t e s ,  M a t z a h  T r a y s ,  M a t z a h  C o v e r s ,  S a l t  W a t e r  a n d  H o r s e r a d i s h  d i s h e s ,  H a g a d d a h s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  m a s k s  a n d  p u p p e t s  a n d  t o y s  a n d 
g a m e s  f o r  t h e  y o u n g  a n d  y o u n g  a t  h e a r t .   K e e p  a n  e y e  o n    o u r  d i s p l a y  c a s e s ,  b u t  e v e n  i f  y o u  d o n ’ t  s e e  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  w a n t  o r  n e e d  y o u  c a n  c o n t a c t  L i n d a  P a r k  a t    
3 1 0 - 8 3 6 - 1 2 1 8  f o r  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  s e e  w h a t  i s  h i d d e n  a w a y  i n  o u r  G i f t  S h o p  c l o s e t s .

D o n ’ t  f o r g e t  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  r e c o g n i z i n g  a  s i m c h a  o r  s i g n i f i c a n t  e v e n t  b y  s p o n s o r i n g  a n  O n e g  S h a b b a t .   C o n t a c t  L e a n n a  W a t t s  f o r  d e t a i l s  a t  l e a n n a f w @ y a h o o . c o m .
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Aaron Cayetano
son of Robin & 

Bernard Cayetano
Saturday, January 13

B'Nai Mitzvah - Mazal Tov!

Lily Salkin
daughter of Jenny & 

Douglas Salkin
Saturday, January 20

Max Salkin
son of Jenny & Douglas Salkin

Saturday, January 20

Jonah Graff
son of Francine & 
Jonathan Graff

Saturday, February 17

Amanda Solomon
daughter of Linda & 

Glenn Solomon
Saturday, January 27



www.TempleAkiba.net    11  

It’s never too early to start celebrating  
Shabbat with your little one. 

Join us for music, singing, and fun with  
Rabbi Shapiro and Cantor Lonee. 

Meet other families with tiny tots. 
FREE and open to the whole community! 

 

 
 
 
 

9:00AM 
For children aged 0-2 years 

 

 

  

“Tiny” 
TEMPLE AKIBA ECC  

October 6th, 2017 
November 3rd, 2017 
December 1st, 2017 
January 12th, 2018* 
February 2nd, 2018 
March 9th, 2018* 

*change to 2nd Friday of the month 
There will be no class in Sept. 

1st FRIDAY OF THE MONTH 

RSVP to Carly Rosenstein at nurseryschool@templeakiba.net or 310-398-5783 
Temple Akiba • 5249 S. Sepulveda Blvd. Culver City, California 90230 • templeakiba.net 

 

Find forms and more information at www.templeakiba.net 
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PURIM TICKET AND WRISTBAND PRE-SALE!!!
You need tickets for ALL food, games, 

the cake walk and attractions. 
22 tickets for $20.00 

WRISTBAND FOR $25.00 

Wristband includes: unlimited bounce house visits and giant slide visits. 

Purim Carnival Sponsorship opportunities! Choose your level of sponsorship to receive 
recognition and tickets!  

Queen Esther: $360 

Name a booth and 72 tickets 

Mordechai: $180 

Name a booth 
and 36 tickets 

King Ahasuerus: $100  

Co-Sponsor a booth and 20 
tickets 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Name:       Email:        

Amount Included: $    I am purchasing:      

               

Pay by credit card at Temple Akiba or email Robyn 
Akibadaycamp@templeakiba.net for more info 
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January 2018 14 Tevet 5778 - 15 Shevat 5778
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 14 TEVET 2 15 TEVET 3 16 TEVET 4 17 TEVET 5 18 TEVET6 19 TEVET

7 20 TEVET8 21 TEVET 9 22 TEVET 10 23 TEVET 11 24 TEVET 12 25 TEVET13 26 TEVET

14 27 TEVET 15 28 TEVET16 29 TEVET 17 1 SHEVAT18 2 SHEVAT 19 3 SHEVAT 20 4 SHEVAT

21 5 SHEVAT 22 6 SHEVAT23 7 SHEVAT 24 8 SHEVAT25 9 SHEVAT 26 10 SHEVAT27 11 SHEVAT

28 12 SHEVAT 29 13 SHEVAT30 14 SHEVAT 31 15 SHEVAT

New Year's Day

Martin Luther King 
Day

Temple Closed
ECC Closed for the Week
RS Closed

Coffee with the Clergy 
10:45 AM
RS Closed

Adult Hebrew/B'nai 
Mitzvah Class 6:00 PM

Shabbat Shira Service       
    6:30 PM

Torah Study 9:00 AM

RS Resumes ECC Resumes
Lunch and Learn 12:00 
PM

Sisterhood Board Meeting
6:30 PM

Adult Hebrew/B'nai 
Mitzvah Class 6:00 PM
Life Transition Group       
    6:30 PM
Men's Group Meeting       
        6:30 PM
Havurah Planning 
Meeting 7:00 PM

Tiny Tot Shabbat 9:00 
AM
Shabbat Torah   Choir 
Service 7:00 PM

Bar Mitzvah of Aaron 
Cayetano 10:15 AM

Sisterhood MahJong 
Tournament 8:30 AM

Temple/Ecc/RS Closed

Coffee with the Clergy 
10:45 AM
Havurah Planning 
Meeting 7:00 PM

Adult Hebrew/B'nai 
Mitzvah Class 6:00 PM
General Board Meeting     
  7:00 PM

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
7:00 PM

Torah Study 9:00 AM
Bar Mitzvah of Max 
Salkin and Bat Mitzvah of
Lilly Salkin 10:30 AM

Blood Drive                       
 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM

Lunch and Learn 12:00 
PM

Adult Hebrew B'nai 
Mitzvah Class 6:00 PM
Life Transition Group    
6:30 PM

Shabbat Nefesh Service    
7:00 PM - Duets with 
Cantors Jay and Lonee 
Frailich

Torah Study 9:00 AM
Bat Mitzvah of Amanda 
Solomon 4:30 PM

Mordechai Rosenstein     
5:00 PM - New Scroll 
Dedication

Lunch and Learn 12:00 
PM
Mordechai Rosenstein      
6:00 PM - "Pinot and 
Painting

Adult Hebrew/B'nai 
Mitzvah Class 6:00 PM
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February 2018 16 Shevat 5778 - 13 Adar 5778
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 16 SHEVAT 2 17 SHEVAT3 18 SHEVAT

4 19 SHEVAT 5 20 SHEVAT 6 21 SHEVAT 7 22 SHEVAT 8 23 SHEVAT 9 24 SHEVAT10 25 SHEVAT

11 26 SHEVAT 12 27 SHEVAT13 28 SHEVAT 14 29 SHEVAT15 30 SHEVAT 16 1 ADAR17 2 ADAR

18 3 ADAR 19 4 ADAR20 5 ADAR 21 6 ADAR22 7 ADAR 23 8 ADAR24 9 ADAR

25 10 ADAR 26 11 ADAR27 12 ADAR 28 13 ADAR

Lincoln's Birthday

President's Day 
(observed)

Purim

6th Grade Retreat
Tiny Tot Shabbat
9:00 AM
ECC Tu B'Shevat Family 
Service 1:30 PM
Tu B'Shevat Seder   
 6:30 PM

6th Grade Retreat
Torah Study 9:00 AM

6th Grade Retreat Lunch and Learn
12:00 AM
Sisterhood Social Action 
Committee presents Guest
Speaker Lee Winkelman 
from the Religious Action 
Committee 7:00 PM

Coffee with the Clergy      
10:45 AM

Adult Hebrew/B'nai 
Mitzvah Class 6:00 PM

Shabbat Torah and Choir 
Service 7:00 PM

Torah Study 9:00 AM

Temple Akiba 
GALA 6:00 PM

Lunch and Learn
12:00 PM
RS and Adult Ed. presents
Ann Dorzback - A Life 
Full of Miracles 7:00 PM

Sisterhood Board Meeting
6:30 PM
Men's Group Meeting    
 6:30 PM

Adult Hebrew/B'nai 
Mitzvah Class 6:00 PM
Life Transition Group   
6:30 PM

Simon and Garfunk l
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
7:00 PM

Torah Study 9:00 AM
Bar Mitzvah of Jonah 
Graff 10:30 AM

Temple/ECC/RS Closed

Coffee with the Clergy      
10:45 AM

Adult Hebrew/B'nai 
Mitzvah Class  6:00 PM
General Board Meeting  

 7:00 PM

Shabbat Service 7:00 PM Torah Study 9:00 AM
Sisterhood Havdallah 
Service 5:00 PM

Lunch and Learn
12:00 PM Purim Shpiel 6:00 PM
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TZEDAKAH
Members and friends of Temple Akiba have chosen to honor 
the memories of loved ones and to express their condolences 
to bereaved families by making contributions to the Yahrzeit 
and other Temple funds. In addition, one can make donations 
to the Temple to honor birthdays, a marriage, a baby naming, 
a conversion, the privilege of sitting on the bima, for having 
an aliya, or for any other blessed occasion.
YAHRZEIT FUND
Edythe Ruth Bergman, my mother, from Diane Elias
Harry Bergman, from Diane Elias
Marion Bernstein, my sister, from Arthur Peyser
Samuel Brandes, father of Leslie Ostrin, from Leslie & Ron Ostrin
Hal Clements, my husband, from Meg Clements
Irene Crane, my aunt, from Sue Polep
Richard Dorzback, my beloved father, from Elizabeth Zlotowitz
Mollie Drizeck, my mother, from Maurice White
Helen Ellis, my mother, from Christine Comp
Sidney Feldmar, my father, from Toni Goldstein
Nathan Feler, my father, from Leila Rosemberg
Mara Forsythe-Crane, my cousin, from Sue Polep
Goldie Geffner, my mother, from Arnold Geffner
Goldie Geffner, my mother, from James Geffner
Sol Geffner, my father, from Arnold Geffner
Sol Geffner, my father, from James Geffner
Ann Gerson, my mother, from Marsha Gerson Ludvigson
Mike Glick, my husband, from Toni Glick
Frances Goldstein, my mother, from Don Goldstein
Herman Henry, my father, from Rosie La Briola
Nancy Hindin, my sister, from Jane Stark
Karen Kahan, my wife, from Alan Kahan
Maurice Raymond Kahn, father of Larry Kahn, from Joanne & Larry 
Kahn
Norma Kornfeld, my mother, from Marla Rothfarb
Judy Lainhart, my sister, from Arthur Peyser
Maxwell Lipman, my husband, from Lorraine Lipman
Irving Maltzman, my father, from Sara Maltzman
Lillian Maltzman, my grandmother, from Sara Maltzman
Ruben Marmalefsky, my husband, from Anette Marmalefsky
Ruben Marmalefsky, my father, from Ronald Marmalefsky
Rose Meyers, my mother, from Rhoda Glauberg
Celia Moreno, from Norma Moreno & Robert Turner
Leon Opperman, my brother-in-law, from Morris Price
Nathan Ostrin, father of Ron Ostrin, from Leslie & Ron Ostrin
Jeanette Penner, my mother, from Benita Spector
Bess Poizner, my mother, from Michael Poizner
Mollie Polep, my mother-in-law, from Sue Polep
Fred Raichlen, my husband, from Judith Raichlen
Ed Rubin, my friend, from Judy Freedman
Getrude Rubinstein, my grandmother, from Jodi Zimelman
Lilyan Rutberg, my mother, from Carole Silverman
Hyman Sederoff, father of Rosalie Gotz, from Michael & Rosalie Gotz
Harvey Seiden, my grandfather, from Sara Maltzman
Tom Shapiro, from Mary Shapiro
Rose Starr, my mother, from Mark Starr
Mortimer Stern, father of Lee Weitz, from Lee & Harrison Weitz
Lois Stone, my mother, from Laurie Shields Hurl
Edward Tobin, father of Daniella Liber, from Daniella & Reuben Liber
Aaron Urfrig, from Donald & Carole Urfrig and Wendy & Michael 
Temple
Martin L. Weitz, father of Harrison Weitz, from Lee & Harrison Weitz

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In memory of:
Richard and Ann Alexander, my parents, from Deborah Alexander

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Wishing Ron Galperin a full & speedy recovery, from Lillian Ross, Tosia 
Ward, Lee & Harrison Weitz, Elizabeth & Morris Zlotowitz
Donations from:
Rose & Ron Ross, for the beautiful, heartfelt wedding ceremony of Brian & 
Julia Ross
Janice Ruben & David Friedland, “We’ll miss you Rabbi”
Beth Rubenstein, in honor of the naming of my grandson
Temple Akiba Sisterhood, to Rabbi Shapiro with sincere appreciation
In honor of:
Barbara Heller, from Patricia A Mickelsen
Camille Joffe’s Bat Mitzvah, from Stephen & Ellie Quinn
Rabbi Shapiro, from Laura Strass
In memory of:
Rabbi Levi Galperin, may his memory be for a blessing, from Elizabeth & 
Morris Zlotowitz
Karen Kahan, my wife, from Alan Kahan
Jennie Fae Karnofsky, mother of Marla Wolkowitz, from Ed & Marla 
Wolkowitz

CANTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Donations from:
Rose & Ron Ross, for the beautiful Aufruf of Brian & Julia Ross
Elaine Sikov
In honor of:
Camille Joffe’s Bat Mitzvah, from Stephen & Ellie Quinn
Jarrod & Aspen, from Marla & Edward Wolkowitz

TEMPLE FUND
Wishing Ron Galperin a speedy recovery, from Sharon Krakoff & Bob 
Knopf
Wishing Melissa York a speedy recovery, from Sharon Krakoff & Bob Knopf
In honor of:
The Cadmus Family, from Barrie Knee
Brian & Julia Ross’ amazing wedding blessing, from Rose Ross
Rabbi Shapiro’s warm & wonderful wedding blessing of Brian & Julia Ross, 
from Rose Ross
Debbie Weissman, Leanna Watts, Lacey Bauer, Linda Park & the 
entire Membership Team, for their invaluable contribution, from Elizabeth 
Zlotowitz
Leanna Watts special birthday, thanking her for all her hard work!, from 
Rose Ross
Leanna Watts, belatedly celebrating a milestone birthday, from Elizabeth & 
Morris Zlotowitz
In memory of:
Jennie Karnofsky, from Diana & David Hauptman
Jennie Karnofsky, from Sharon Krakoff & Bob Knopf
Marty Klemes, from David & Diana Hauptman
Dora Knopf, grandmother of Bob Knopf, from Sharon Krakoff & Bob Knopf
Milton Knopf, father of Bob Knopf, from Sharon Krakoff & Bob Knopf
Rich Polep, from Rose Ross
Abraham Stein, father of Sharon Krakoff, from Sharon Krakoff & Bob 
Knopf
Reva Stein, mother of Sharon Krakoff, from Sharon Krakoff & Bob Knopf
Susi Rosenkranz White, from Alan B. Epstein

CAMP AKIBA RESIDENT CAMP FUND
Wishing Melissa York a full & speedy recovery, from Elizabeth & Morris 
Zlotowitz
In honor of:
John Magoulas’s nephew Josh August becoming a Bar Mitzvah, from Ellen 
and Jeff Brown

JUSTIN SHABSIS MEMORIAL FUND
Thank you to the Akiba Amoeba Havurah for their love and concern, from 
Howard Shabsis
Wishing Ron Galperin a speedy recovery, from Howard & Wendy Shabsis
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Temple Akiba thanks the 
TZEDAKAH SOCIETY

for their generous donations

TIKKUN OLAM
Barbara Axelband

SHOFAR
Letty & Jerry Mendel

MENSCH
Mary E. Lachman                     Rebecca & Jeffrey Penso             Sandy & Martin Segal                              

Andrea & Jay Swerdlow                   Leanna & Ron Watts
HAVER

Lacey & Marc Bauer        Linda & Bob Fleischman
Elaine Holiday

                 

MITZVAH
Beverly & Ephe Eshed          Steven Gelb         Jeanne & Ron Marmalefsky       Renee Meshul & Tom Klitz
Naomi Lerner     Emily Masters     Myrna & Edward Ross     John & Dana Sayles     Lee & Harrison Weitz

SHALOM
Kate & Brian Berman               Kate & Nick Cregor                Carol & Ira Diamond               Helene & David Jaffa     
Miriam & Steven Levy              Lisabeth Lobenthal                  Lori & Ira Rudich                 Devora & Ethan Saiken           

      Suzanne Urfrig                        Virginia & Lester Wagner

Build Emotional Strength

A group dealing with bereavement and/
or changes in relationships, career, social, 
family and health issues.  Build emotional 

strength by sharing your feelings with 
others in a supportive and confi dential 

atmosphere.  

For more information contact:  
310-398-5783 

or via email at:  admin@templeakiba.net

  
  

OOur deep gratitude to yyou
oour mentor and friend

  

JJACK HIRSCHBERG  
 

FFor 16 years, you have generously   
sshared your love of and insights   

iinto great literature  
  

  UUnder your skillful guidance,  
wwe, the members of the   

  

TTemple Akiba Novel Discussion Group  
  

hhavee  ggained iincreased  kknowledge of   
lliterature  aand new ways to understand it

 
 

  TThank you



18    www.TempleAkiba.net

Adult Education, Programs & Events

Meet Ann Dorzback* 

 and hear the story of her       
journey as a German-Jewish 
teenager in Nazi Germany…                

and beyond. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12 at 7 PM 
  AT TEMPLE AKIBA 

Ann at age 18 Ann at age 92 

* Mother of Elizabeth Zlotowitz 

Temple Akiba Israel Tour – July 26- August 4, 2018  
Join Rabbi Shapiro on an extraordinary journey to Israel this summer! 

Experience the rhythm of cosmopolitan Tel Aviv 

Revive your souls in the beauty of Jerusalem 

Visit Haifa, Tzfat, and the Golan Heights 

Take in the history of Masada and wash off the dust floating in the Dead Sea 

Shop, relax, and refresh! 

And most important - have a great time! 

Please contact Rabbi Shapiro at rabbi@templeakiba.net if you are interested 



www.TempleAkiba.net    19  

We Care!
Do you know a member (including 

yourself) who would appreciate 
a friendly call, visit or who might 

need some assistance?  
We would love to know.

We are also looking for members 
who would like to be a part 

of the Caring Community.  
Contact me if interested.

Louise Feinberg
Caring Community Trustee

Loutalks@aol.com 
310-837-2460

Special Announcements

Sharing our 
Joys and 
Sorrows

Is a friend of yours at Temple Akiba 
going through a stressful time - 
illness or death in the family?  OR 
maybe they're celebrating a      
special Simcha?

Please tell the front offi ce - so our 
Community can reach out to them.

Send an email to:
admin@templeakiba.net

or call 310-398-5783

Join A Havurah!
We are forming new Havurot...

Come to a planning meeting on Wednesday, 
January 10 at 7pm to join people interested 

in discussing current films

or

Come to a planning meeting on Tuesday, 
January 16 at 7pm to join people who are 
interested in sharing a meal on holidays

Contact: Helene Jaffa, Havurah Trustee
helenerj@aol.com or 310-305-4170

Planning meetings will be held at 

the home of  a congregant

Please Join Us In Welcoming 
Our New Members 

Evelyn Greathouse
Irene & Jack Oelberger

Douglas Routh
H. Alan Scott
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Thank you to Temple Akiba of Culver City members Eileen and Jim Krause who have enthusiastically 
agreed to chair our Team Temple Akiba at the Walk to End Genocide. The Walk will be held at Pan Pacific 
Park on Sunday, April 22, 2018 and will take place the same day as Temple Akiba's Mitzvah Day. Please 
mark it on your calendars!  Temple Akiba Walkers will wear Temple Akiba Mitzvah Day shirts. We'll keep 
you posted when Mitzvah Day and the Walk websites open for reservations.  

 

Explore the e-news for announcements of additional Temple Akiba interfaith visits.  Our first interfaith visit 
to two Los Angeles Sikh Temples on Dec 10, 2017 was well attended and enjoyed by all.  Another visit to 
the Sikh Temples will take place on Sunday, January 21, 2018.  Please contact me to RSVP and to car-
pool.  We are also considering visits to Bahai, Buddhist, Muslim and Greek Orthodox places of worship for 
additional morning visits.  

 

B'shalom,  

Sharlene London 
Social Action Trustee 
310 836 3635 voice 
310 384 4596 cell 
SharLondon@yahoo.com 

  

Temple Akiba Sisterhood invites the Akiba Community to a discussion of 

 “TEMPLE AKIBA & the WORLD WE WANT:  TAKING ACTION” 

Lee Winkelman will speak with us about 
Key social justice issues in the Reform movement, and 
Actions we can take at Temple Akiba that are aligned with Jewish values 

Date: Monday, February 5, 2017 
Time: 7:00pm to 8:30pm 
Place: Temple Akiba Social Hall 
For information please contact: Tricia Flumenbaum 

pflumenbaum@gmail.com 

Refreshments will be served
 

Lee is California Organizing Director for the Religious Action Center (RAC) of Reform Judaism 
and leads the efforts of Reform CA in strengthening the organizing efforts of Reform 
congregations in Southern California.  
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Shabbat Nefesh 
Shabbat of the Soul 
 January 26, 2018  

February 16, 2018 

March 16, 2018  

April 20, 2018 

May 25, 2018 

June 8, 2018  

 Duets with Dad —

Duets with Cantors Jay and Lonee Frailich 

Simon & Garfunk  Shabbat

Motown Shabbat 

Broadway Shabbat 

Shabbat with guest Cantor Natalie Young 

Pride Shabbat 

TEMPLE AKIBA PRESENTS:
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TEMPLE AKIBA
Community Blood Drive 

When: Sunday, January 21st, 2018
Where: Social Hall at

Time: 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

5249 S. Sepulveda Blvd., Culver City, Ca 90230
Enter Through Front Gate

To make your lifesaving appointment: 
Log onto www.redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor 

name TempleAkiba or contact Ron Watts at 323-933-
4252 or email ronkwatts@yahoo.com
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Temple Akiba welcomes back world renowned artist:

MORDECHAI ROSENSTEIN
   

January 28 and 29, 2018

Temple Akiba has commissioned a brand new scroll by artist Mordechai Rosenstein.
Like a Torah scroll, this document will contain many sacred teachings of our people.

Unique to this scroll is that each person who becomes a Bar or Bat Mitzvah at Akiba will
sign it in advance of the ceremony. It will become a living text of the generations,

L’dor Vador, of our congregation.

On Sunday, January 28 at 5pm, join us for the formal dedication. Anyone who has
already become Bar/ Bat Mitzvah at Akiba (whether as an adult or a child) will be invited
to sign your name.

On Monday, January 29 at 6pm, join us for a learning session on “Pinot and Painting.”

Below is the artwork that Mordechai created just for us during his last visit in 2014.
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Mah Jongg Tournament 
Sponsored by Temple Akiba Sisterhood 

Sunday, January 14, 2018 
             

                                                                                                                   
Temple Akiba 

5249 Sepulveda Blvd. 
Culver City, CA  90230 

(310) 398-5783  
www.templeakiba.net 

                 

Come join the fun! 
Tournament fee is $40 per person which 

includes a continental breakfast, a delicious buffet lunch, and snacks. 
 

Schedule: 
                       

8:30 - 9:00 Check-in, coffee and bagels 
9:00 - 12:00 Session 1 (3 rounds) 
12:00 - 1:00 Lunch 
1:00 - 4:00 Session 2 (3 rounds) 
4:15  Awards 

                                       
For more information, please contact

Judi Nachenberg (818) 764-6240  email:judi@mahjonggfunla.com oor Marla Rothfarb:
marlawynne@yahoo.com

To register, fill out the form below and enclose it with a check for:  
$40 payable to Temple Akiba Sisterhood 

Mail to:  Judi Nachenberg 
7037 Park Manor Avenue 

North Hollywood, CA  91605 
                     

-----------------------------------------------tear off------------------------------------------------------- 
Temple Akiba Sisterhood-Mah Jongg 1/14/18 

 
Name:_____________________________________________________ Phone:_______________________________                

 

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________________                
 

City:______________________________________________________  Zip:__________________________________ 
 

Email:_____________________________________________________ 

Check all that apply:           
  I am willing to be East and keep score 
  I will bring my Mah Jongg set and dice 
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Temple Akiba Sisterhood 
 
 Women of Reform Judaism

Annual Havdalah Service and Dinner 
 

Celebrating 65 Years of Sisterhood 
 

Saturday, February 24th, 5:00 P.M. 
 

Join us for a memorable and musical evening 
as we conduct our Torah Service 

followed by Havdalah 
and culminating in a delicious dinner 

 
Reservations with payment required 

by February 19th   
Submit form below with check payable to 

Temple Akiba Sisterhood 
For more information contact Linda Park: mommylinda50@hotmail.com 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Name(s)_________________________@ $18.00 per person_______ 

 
Phone #___________E-mail______________ 

 
Total Amount Enclosed_______________ 
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APRIL 21—22, 2018 

Please join us at the Encino loca on for the next Temple Akiba Retreat for Encountered Couples!! 

COST 
ON-SITE:  $270 per couple 
COMMUTERS:  $195 per couple 
 
Make checks payable to Temple Akiba 
$100 deposit required—RSVP by March 31, 2018 
 
For ques ons & informa on, please contact the Chair Couple: 
Mike Poizner & Joanne Wolf 
310-839-3951 or joannewolf@sbcglobal.net 
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Save these important 2018 Camp dates… 

Akiba Family Camp 
May 4-6 
        

 

            

 

          Akiba Resident Camp 
            July 25 – August 5  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Look forward for more information about  
Akiba’s Family, Resident, and Day Camps! 

 
All Akiba Camp and Youth questions can be directed to 

Leah Abaud at youthgroup@templeakiba.net or  
Robyn Altman at daycamp@templeakiba.net  



TEMPLE AKIBA
5249 S. Sepulveda Blvd.
Culver City, CA 90230

ROSH HASHANAH		  SEPTEMBER 20-21

YOM KIPPUR		  SEPTEMBER 29-30

Services held at the Veteran’s Auditorium
Evening services begin at 7:30 pm

Morning services begin at 10:00 am

Join us for our

T u  B ’ S h e v a t
Seder with Choir

Friday, February 2, 2018 at 6:30 pm

We provide the fruit and nuts, all you need to bring is a bottle of fruit wine.  
Families are all welcome!
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Support Gaby's!
He supports Temple Akiba's 

Purim Carnival with Falafels!
A warm welcome from everyone at 
Gaby's Mediterranean & Gaby's Express.  
We aim to provide tasty Lebanese food, 
always at reasonable prices, prompt and 
courteous service in a casual and friendly 
atmoshere.  (Your Host, Gaby Maalouf)

For more info. visit us at:

www.GabysExpress.com

West Los Angeles Location
10445 Venice Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90034
310-559-180
Open 7 days a week, 
11am-1am

Gifts & Memorials
“Remember that the happiest people are not 
those getting more, but those giving more.”
  -H. Jackson Brown Jr.  

What a wonderful way to remember your loved 
ones. The cost of individual plaques for Temple 
members is $750 and for those not affi liated it is 
$1,000.  How about participating in what may 
be the most exciting opportunity - the Sue and 
Jerry Urfrig Family Memorial Room.  With your 
contribution of $10,000 to the Campaign of 
Light, your name will be included on the Donor 
Board in the Memorial Room.   The purchaser 
will have two complimentary plaques reserved 
for them to be designated with names as they 
choose.

For more information please contact:
Sue, Gifts & Memorials Trustee

310-551-2623

Help support Temple Akiba 
every time you shop!

Sign up for: 
Amazon Smile

Ralphs
Vons
Escrip
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