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St. Augustine is considered by many scholars to be among the most influential
theologians the Church has ever had. Many of his teachings revolutionized the
field of thought upon the subject, forever changing the doctrine and changing
the lives of all Christians. There are many scholars today who disagree with
some or all of his conclusions on this and many other subjects, but none can
argue with the important role that Augustine has played throughout history. I
thought it would be very appropriate during this season of Lent to explore
Augustine’s theory of sin and evil and how it can shape the way we look at the
world.
In the Confessions, Augustine looked at an encounter he had with evil in an
episode called Pears. In retelling this story from his youth, he explored the
nature of evil and its influence on humans. Augustine described the events in
the following manner:
There was a pear tree near our vineyard laden with fruit, though
attractive in neither colour nor taste. To shake the fruit off the tree
and carry off the pears, I and a gang of naughty adolescents set off
late at night after (in our usual pestilential way) we had continued
our game in the streets. We carried off a huge load of pears. But
they were not for our feasts but merely to throw to the pigs. Even if
we ate a few, nevertheless our pleasure lay in doing what was not
allowed (Augustine, 29).
This may seem like a straightforward story about a mischievous young man and
his friends, but upon careful examination one can come to understand
Augustine’s meaning. There were two main points that Augustine raised by
using this anecdote. The first was a question of the motivation to sin. It could
have been a matter of ignorance. The person did not know or fully understand
that what they were doing was wrong. Augustine did not agree with this
conclusion because he thought that it failed to take into account the possibility
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of willful acts of evil or sin. In the story he knew that it was wrong to take the pears
from his neighbor’s tree. Instead Augustine argued that it was instead that a human
being could become confused between a greater and a lesser good. In this case the
greater good was his neighbor having possession of all of his pears. The lesser good
was the excitement that Augustine felt when he committed the act of thievery. It
came down to a lack of thought or being governed by that thought and reason.
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Augustine’s second point had to do with the nature of the physical body. Augustine
believed that the physical body had desires that led human beings to do wrong or sin.
This was demonstrated by the fact that neither he nor his friends were hungry at the
time when they stole the pears. In fact, they did not even eat the pears but instead
gave them to the pigs to eat. So, in this story Augustine was obviously not motivated
by hunger but some other desire which overrode his knowledge of right and wrong.
He claims, “I had no motive for my wickedness except wickedness itself. It was foul
and I loved it” (Augustine, 29).
The desire inside of humans to do wrong was what he called the will. In his eyes, the
only right or good thing that the human will could do was to surrender itself to God
and His will. It was the orientation of the will that was of vital importance. If
humans chose to act good by turning their will over to God, then their will had the
correct orientation.
The mere existence of evil became a huge problem for Augustine. He could not
understand how a God who was good could create beings that could choose not to be
good. In other words, how could something not good come from a being that was
completely good?
Augustine’s next task was to try to define evil. He did this by first trying to define
good. Using the Bible as a reference, Augustine found that God was good and all
that He created was also good. If all that God created was good, then God could not
have created evil. Since all that exists, except God, was created by God and God did
not create evil, then evil did not exist.
This then became a dilemma for Augustine. Logically evil could not exist yet he was
able to see evidence of it everywhere, even within himself. This forced him to
continue his quest of theological logic. He then tried to figure out a way to explain
the inconsistency in the world around him. After much searching and thought he
finally came up with a conclusion that seemed to satisfy all of the requirements of
the past findings. In order for evil not to exist but still function in the world it must
be
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be not an entity but the absence of one. Evil then came to be defined as the absence or
privation of good. God was the only thing that was completely good. All created things had
the ability to lose goodness. Therefore, the things that humans perceive as evil are merely
things that have lost a certain amount of their goodness.
This definition of evil had two very positive outcomes. First, it required that nothing could
be completely or purely evil, because the minute it did so it would cease to exist. This was
because all things that exist, except God, are created and all creation was good. Evil did not
exist therefore no entity could be purely evil.
Second, it showed that God did not create evil and therefore it released the contradiction of
an all-loving, all-good God and the existence of evil. This concept became very important
to explaining other not good phenomena in the world, such as natural evil like earthquakes
or hurricanes. It took the responsibility for evil off God and placed it upon the shoulders of
the people who committed the evil act or the brokenness of the world as a result of sin. In
doing so, it held the person completely responsible for his or her own actions. This view of
life and consequences would probably be consistent with the views of more human beings
on fairness or justice.
For some people, the concept that evil does not exist is a very difficult one to accept and
given our recent experiences in this country, I can understand why. It is easy to look at
situations like the shooting in Florida; see the evil and think that there are some people
beyond saving. However, I would challenge you to realize that there is always hope for
every person and we are called to pray for the salvation of every soul.
If you are struggling with this concept, it may help to think of a similar concept: darkness.
It is a fact that darkness does not exist but is instead merely the absence of light. There is
no such thing as absolute darkness, regardless of how it may seem at times. To me, this is a
comforting reality as there is always some light and some hope in the world. Jesus, the
Light of the World continues to shine and there is no one beyond the power of his Light
and salvation. God is never done with us, no matter how badly we have sinned. We are
called always to recognize our part in the sin of the world, repent, and believe in the Good
News. Have a blessed Lent.
***-Mother Angie

amaze you with new and

Daughters of the King meet once a month after 10am
Mass.
We are discussing how we are known as Christians.
This month we would like to ask members of the Parish
to look around for a Free Standing Baby Changing
Station. Second hand will be great.
Our babies will appreciate not balancing on the window
sill in the Ladies Room.
Please join us for Wednesday discussions and Friday
Stations during Lent.
All are welcomed.
Wishing you Peaceful days and Restful nights.
-Janet

***************************************
*****
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Coffee Hour is an important part of our fellowship after
10AM Mass.
If you agree, won't you sign up for one Sunday?
Just bring something yummy to eat and we will take care of
the rest.

Thank you for your anticipated help to keep this fellowship alive!

Sunday School

We were able to help so many families have a truly giving of thanks Thanksgiving dinner. By
providing so many in need with a much-needed holiday dinner we ran our stores of food a bit
low. So we are asking for any donations of foods listed below that can be spared or given so we
may continue to provide meals and comfort for those in need.

Our Food Pantry continues to provide a vital service to the
community. Our ability to help all who come to us in need is the direct result of
the generous contributions we receive. When you are shopping, please buy one
extra can or box of one of the items listed below and bring it with you to Mass on
Sunday. Just one extra can or box can make a difference!
We are always in need of: Boxed cereals, Canned/Dried soups, Canned
Fruits, Dried/Canned Milk, Canned Vegetables, Canned Pork & Beans, Sugar,
Pasta/Spaghetti, Canned Fish/Meat, Rice, Tomato Paste, Puddings/Jello, Dried
Beans, Tomato Sauce, Cake Mixes, Tea/ Coffee, and Flour.
If you or someone you know is in need you can, or have them, contact our
office to request the form needed to join those who receive food assistance.
You\They can either show up during office hours or call the office at 732 634
7422 and leave a message with the main office as we adjust to our new phone
system. The new established extension to Food pantry will be released as soon as
it is available.
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Trinity at the Prudential Center for NJ Devil’s Faith and
Family night

