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Lawrence Manker, Jr., recalls that fateful day, February 7, 2008, when his life 
changed forever.  “It was a regular day, like any normal day, and it all happened so 
fast.  I was at work and looked up and a ball of fire was coming at me.  I could do 
nothing but try to cover myself and get away. (Fellow employee) Shemier Frasier 

and I helped each other get out and I remember getting into David May’s car 
and he drove me to the ambulance and that’s the 
last thing I remember until I woke up six months 

later,” Lawrence shared. “It’s only by the 
grace of God that I survived.”

Lawrence suffered burns over 85 percent of 
his body, and laid in a drug-induced coma for 
six months in the Joseph M. Still Burn Center.  
Lawrence was among 40 workers injured 
in the Imperial Sugar Refinery explosion, 

located in Port Wentworth, GA, near 
Savannah. Twenty victims were admitted 
to the Burn Center.  The blast, caused by 
sugar dust igniting like gunpowder, took 
the lives of 14 people.  

When Lawrence awoke he was very weak and couldn’t move his 
arms or legs.  He started to remember the accident, but had no 
idea how badly he had been injured.  Then he looked in the mirror 
and the image he remembered before was no longer there.  All 
of the emotions that most burn patients encounter were no 
different for Lawrence, including depression and suicide.  The 
worst day he recalls is when another burn survivor from the 
accident, Malcolm Frazier, died in the Burn Center.  That left 
Lawrence as the last remaining burn patient from the explosion.  
Eight months after the explosion he was discharged and daily 
he questioned why God had allowed him to live when others 

had died.  He questioned God’s purpose for his life.  

While the outlook for Lawrence’s future may have seemed dim, he 
had three intangibles that made a positive difference.  First, he had 
the support and presence of his family. The son of Diane Manker and 
Lawrence Manker, Sr., Lawrence grew up in a close-knit family, went 
to church and enjoyed a carefree childhood where he spent every 

free moment playing sports.  It was that family support that encouraged 
Lawrence to not give up. He recognized how vital the role family plays 
in the healing process for a burn patient. 

Secondly, Lawrence had a fighting spirit.  That showed in his 
fierce competitiveness as a young athlete at Johnson High School. 

mission
From then on 
I knew the 
purpose for 
my life, all 
the questions 
were 
answered. 

LAWRENCEMANKERJR.

Why did I Live?
Whether football, 
basketball, soccer 
or track, Lawrence 
not only tried out, but 
was also a standout.  
He earned a football 
scholarship as a 
walk-on at Savannah 
State University 
weeks prior to the 
refinery explosion.   
That fighting spirit 
was a major factor 

for Lawrence in learning to walk and participate in sports again.  
His friends at the YMCA basketball court give him no slack.  And 
Lawrence would not want it any other way.   “They come at me 
hard,” explained Lawrence.  “I’ve always been a fighter.  Nothing 
is given to you in life.  It’s the same way in sports.  I love the 
challenge.”

Lastly, Lawrence had a strong faith.  God answered Lawrence’s 
tough question, “why am I still here?” at a church “shut-in” 
February 1, 2014.  “Until then I lived in so much fear but that night 
when I accepted Christ as my Lord, it was like a weight lifted off of 
me.  From then on I knew the purpose for my life, all the questions 
were answered,” explained Lawrence.  “That was the day that 
life changed for the better. I knew that I lived so that I could help 

others.”  The next best day was June 28, 2014 when he married 
his childhood sweetheart, Vanessa.  Lawrence credits Vanessa’s 
love and support that continues to drive him today to give back 
to his community. 

In 2010, Lawrence returned to Savannah State University, where 
his football scholarship was honored.  Though he couldn’t play 
football, he served as the team equipment manager, and no doubt 
served as an inspiration to the team as well.  Last December 
Lawrence graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in Computer 
Science Technology.  For his graduation, Vanessa threw a party 
and in lieu of gifts, asked guests to donate to the Southeastern 
Firefighters Burn Foundation, so that other families like theirs 
could be helped.  Over $10,000 was raised for the Foundation.   

Today Lawrence is working towards a Masters degree in Theology 
from Covington Theological Seminary.  “I’m having the most fun I 
have ever had in studying the Word. I love teaching and helping 
others grasp the Word.”  He often teaches at his church, True 
Gospel Deliverance Center.  Lawrence and Vanessa want to 
start a non-profit to help other people.  “I love helping people 
and seeing them smile.  I believe God saved me to put me in a 
position to help others.” 

The Burn Foundation provides assistance to families of burn patients being treated 
in the Joseph M. Still Burn Center.  This includes lodging, meals and transportation – 
all free of charge.  The Chavis House is a 40-bed guesthouse, including a kitchen and 
laundry facility and ensures that families can be part of the care and recovery of their 
loved one.  Meals are provided each day by local churches and civic groups.  Last year, 
more than 1,100 individuals were guests of the Chavis House.  In addition, the Burn 
Foundation provides assistance to patients upon their discharge with services related to 
their transition to independent living.  This includes medication, anti-scarring garments 
and transportation for follow up medical visits.
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“My construction company was doing 
some work in Myrtle Beach and I stopped 
at Jersey Mike’s for lunch.  I got hooked 
and kept going back.  I loved the food and 
I couldn’t figure out why we didn’t have 
something like this back in Augusta,” 
explained Eric.  When Eric returned 
to Augusta he began researching the 
company for franchise opportunities and 
the rest, as they say, is history. 

The food wasn’t the only thing that lured 
Eric to Jersey Mike’s.  The company’s 
values match his as well.  The Jersey 
Mike’s company website reads, “Our 
culture of giving at Jersey Mike’s is as 
much a part of our heritage as oil and 
vinegar. We believe that making a great 
sub sandwich and making a difference 
can be one in the same.”  It’s a requirement 
for all franchisees to be committed to 
giving back to their communities. Each 
store opens by partnering with a charity 
in the local community, and during the 
5-day grand opening, customers can 
donate to the charity and get a free sub.  
Every March the company supports its 
Month of Giving, when a percentage of 
the profits support the charity partner, 
culminating on the last Wednesday of 
each March with the Day of Giving, when 
100 percent of sales benefit its charity 
partner.  Since the company began the 
Month of Giving six years ago, Jersey 
Mike’s has raised over $14 million for 
local charities.     

In Eric’s case, Southeastern 
Firefighters Burn Foundation 
was the logical charity of 
choice for his first Jersey 
Mike’s store in 2011.  His 
sister, Jamie, was a nurse 
at the Joseph M. Still Burn 
Center, so Eric was aware of 
the mission and services that the Burn 
Foundation provides to burn patients 
and families. Prior to owning Jersey 
Mike’s Subs stores Eric sponsored Burn 
Foundation events. Since opening his 
first store in 2011, Eric’s companies have 
contributed over $60,000 to the Burn 
Foundation.  

Eric, a native of Martinez, became a 
member of the Burn Foundation’s Board 
of Directors in 2015.  He and his wife, 
Sandi, who are parents of two sons, also 
help provide meals to the Chavis House 
families as members of Grace Baptist 
Church in Evans.  “Being affiliated with 
the Burn Foundation has really opened 
my eyes to what’s right here in our back 
yard.  I am amazed at how many people 
the Foundation touches,” shared Eric.  

Eric, his partner, Jason Wren, and his 
Operations Manager, Stephen Carter, 
have no plans to slow down.  Plans are 
underway to have a total of 10 stores in 
the Aiken/Augusta/Thomson market and 
then expand into other markets. This is not 
only good news for the Burn Foundation, 
but also the local economy.  Currently, 
the local Jersey Mike’s stores employ 
about 85 people, many who are students.  
Eric sees this as an opportunity to be a 
positive influence to those younger and 
encourage them in whatever they do, 
whether serving a sandwich or taking out 
the trash, they can make a difference.  
It’s the Jersey Mike’s way.

Making a 
  Difference 

DONOR LEVELS

Being affiliated with the 
Burn Foundation 

has really opened my eyes 
to what’s right here in 

our back yard. I am 
amazed at how many 
people the Foundation 

touches.

What started as a love for a sub sandwich 
has turned into a lucrative career for Eric 
Clark.  The owner of Clark Construction 
Services and seven Jersey Mike’s Subs 
Restaurants recalls where it all began.  

$2500 Founder
Provides antibiotics and pain medication for 25 patients.

$1000 Inner Circle 
Provides transportation for follow-up care for 10 burn patients.

$500 Partner 
Provides one month’s supply of toiletries & paper products at the Chavis House.

$250 Champion 
Provides anti-scarring garments for one burn patient.

$100 Guardian 
Provides two nights’ lodging at the Chavis House.

$50 Family 
Provides one car seat for a pediatric burn patient’s return home.

$25 Friend 
Provides clothing for a burn patient upon discharge from the hospital.

ERICCLARK

Become a BFF today online at www.sfbf.net, by calling 1.800.650.BURN,
or by completing & mailing in the envelope in this newsletter.



BURN FOUNDATION
FRIENDS This list reflects BFF donations received from January 1, 2015 through 

December 31, 2015. We apologize for any errors or omissions.

FRIENDS ($25-$49)

FAMILY ($50-$99)

GUARDIANS ($100-$249)

Shirley and Jeff Badke
Brandi, Inc.
Chris Calvert
Columbia County Fire and Rescue
Doctors Hospital of Augusta

Easley Fire Department
Calvin and Jimmy Garrett
Georgia Department of
    Community Health
Jefferson Energy Cooperative

Jersey Mike’s Subs
Joseph M. Still Burn Centers, Inc.
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Susan & David Bennett
Blanchard & Calhoun Real Estate
Blanchard & Calhoun Commercial
Butler Family
Centerville Fire Department
Cherry Bekaert, LLP
Maggie Coxon
Dodson Law Firm
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Georgia Association of Fire Saftey             
    Equipment Dealers 
Georgia Drywall, LLC
JRMD, Inc.
Helene & Michael Kelly
MGW Precision, Inc.
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Patricia S. McGee Foundation
Britt Poole
Professional Firefighters of Georgia
Red Knights Motorcycle 
    Club-Chapter 23
Regions Bank
Rhodes Computer Services
Dr. Joseph R. Shaver

Smith Moore Leatherwood, LLP
Southern Wind Riders 
    Motorcycle Club
SRP Federal Credit Union
Britt & Jonathan Trulock
UNUM Group
Walmart
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ACHS Insurance Group
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Axioms of Leadership
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Jacob Cook
Margaret Copenhaver
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jb martin
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R.W. Allen, LLC
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Reese Builders, LLC
David Reese
Tim Riddle
Lacy Ridgell
Tammie Salter
Sandford Bunker & Banks
Kay & Richard Schaefer
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Michael Shirey

Smith’s Chevron
Daniel Smith
Southlake Transport, Inc.
Suntrust Foundation
Swygert Tree Service
Davis Taylor
United Way of Central Indiana
United Way of the CSRA
David White

Access Spine, LLC
Akin Insurance Agency
Alma Bacon County Fire Department
Atlantic Waste Services 
David Bagwell
Sonja & Jim Bradley
Central Fire Department
Citizens Agency
Carol Clements
William Cleveland
Blanche Colgrove
Columbia County Youth 
    Football Association

Donna & Martin Cowan
Marty Cowin
CRC Logistic Services, Inc.
Custom Technical Solutions, Inc.
Drayton Fire Department
Frank Durkin
Evans & Ward Crop Services, LLC
Kristy Evans
Evans Middle School
Fall Line Farms
Stephen Farmer
Martha & George Fawcett
Beth Frits

Nathan Galub
Georgia Homemakers Council
Georgia Power Company
Charlene & Leonard Hall
Harris Farm & Home Supply, Inc.
Hephzibah UMC
Nick Holt
Susan & Eddie Huff
Industrial Conveyor Belt Systems
Chip Jones
Law Office of Portland Companaro
Ledger & Sons, Inc.
William Lineaweaver

Kelly & Brandon Long
Craig Maggioni
Maxey Fabrications
Mid-Carolina Electric Cooperative
Randy Mills
Marvin Monts
AJ Napier
Dr. Herman Orlet
Karen Park, DMD
Gwen & L. Van Peavy
Pinehurst Fire Department
Pitts Auto Parts
Pitts Gin, LLP

Planters First
Powertrain, Inc.
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R M Natural Gas Consulting
Shannon Rainey, MD
Richmond Supply Company
Rock Hill District UMW
Mark Rucker
Stewart Samples
South Georgia Banking Company
Dan Speight
Terminal Investment Corporation
The Maduro Room

Elaine & Max Treece
Shellie Videtto
Phillip Warren
Douglas Welch
Sue & Heyward Wells
Wiles Electric, Inc.
Blanche Williams
Donald Williams
Margaret Williams
Wood Land Farm, LLC

Abbott Oil Company, Inc.
Anderson Horticultural Concepts
Kathleen & William Anderson
Libba Anderson
Scott Anderson
Augusta-Richmond County  
    Commission
Brittany Bagwell
Charlene Bagwell
Batesburg-Leesville Fire Department
Jeane Beard
Amanda & John Bellotti
Sabina & John Bellotti
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Dr. & Mrs. Gordan Gates
Global Impact
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Lauren Hardaway
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Lisa Jones
Julie Kopnicky
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Peggy Malone-McWhite
Valerie Martin
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Bonnie & Jimmy Moore
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Mot’s Pit Cooked Barbeque, Inc.
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Jenny Nelms
Laurie & Anthony Noha
Sandra Norvell
Edwina & Floyd O’Neal
Old North State Trust, LLC
Marion Owens
Lauren Parker
Pinehurst Peanut & Grain Company
Carra Poe
Betty Powell
Queensboro National Bank 
    & Trust Company
Redwine Family
Cari & Sean Remion
Ken Richards
Darren Riley
Leigh Ryan
Sharon Baptist Church
John Sharpe
Billy Smith
Deborah Smith
South Caroline State Federal 
    Credit Union
Willette & Lowell Steely
Stephen’s Super Foods, Inc.
Judith & Stephen Sterner
Janet & Jim Stevenson

Tracy Stolarski
Fredric Stresen-Reuter
Brigitta Strutchen
Julie Tanner
Vaughn Taylor
The Chatham Foundation
Town of Ware Shoals
Tri-Fast Systems, Inc.
John Trulock
Norwood Trulock
Pam Tucker
Turner Bros. Construction
Joel Turner
US Military Vets MC
W & W Farms
Cathleen Waggy
Johanna Walters
Jeff Washington
Water & Wood, Inc.
Donna Wellmaker
Marcia & Mark Wilhelmi
Ann Winter
Kathylene Worley
Earl Wrights
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Steve Alberts
Elizabeth Amerson
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Mr. & Mrs. Hilliard Clark
Clare Cofield
Bart Collins
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Rosella & Michael Cooper
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Damascus Church Ladies Sunday  
    School Class
Donna Davis
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Tymere Johnson
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Sean Marcinek
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Susan Matthews
Susan & Andrew Maxwell
Christine McDonnell
Elizabeth McLeod
Delilah & Wesley Meadows
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Tammie Mixon
Langdale & Logan Nalley
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James Norvell
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Phyllis Richards
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Elton Smith
Kimberly Steward
Eric Swart
Janelle & Michael Taylor
J.C. & Joe Tillman

Sharon & William Tumlin
Vienna Church of God
Russell Welsh
Tammy & Charles Williams
Willis Electrical
William Willis
Melissa & Charles Wolf
Phillip Wood
Kim & William Young
Billy Ziesmer
Zion Hill Free Will Baptist Church
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Traci Adkins
Jeanie Allen
Rochelle Audette
Patricia & Andrew Banco
Darlene Bartlett
Joyce & Carlton Bishop
Renate & Robert Blume
Bob Richards Nissan
Evelyn & Bennie Bobo
Kim Brazil
Thomas Brodie
Charlie Brown
Katherine Bruyninckx
Melinda Burckhalter
Angelia Burroughs
James Casillo
Jane Cason

Abbye Coody
Linda & Stephen Crosby
Glenn Davies
Linda Deal
Karen Douglas
Karen Drakeley
Marvy Durden
Joyce Epps
Angela & Christopher Ewart
Jane & Charles Flanders
Donna & Terrence Ford
Margaret & Paul Franks
Dean Freese
Jennifer Frey
Donna Fulmer
Daniela Galindo
Lisa Garcia

Ashley Haines
Jennifer Hardy
Russ Hawkins
Terri Hicks
Sparrow Honeycutt
Shawn Horseman
Janet & David Hudson
Andrea Hughes
Linda & Bob Jackson
Chelsea Johnson
Vicki & Thomas Jones
Joanne Kahle
Thomas King
Deborah & Kenneth Kinsey
Laure Leger
Matthew Matson
Stayln Mayorga

Chris McLaughlin
Shawn McMahanon
Eric Menzies
Eryka Menzies
Merriwether Volunteer Fire 
Department
Leo Mitchell
JoAnn & Dennis Moore
Brian Nafarrete
Deborah Neville
Karyn Nixon
SC O’Connor
Olliff & Fordham CPAs PC
Stephanie Peet
David Perry
Stephanie & Charles Pilcher
Cecilia & Justin Pittman

Les Reese
Melissa Reese
Lisa & Mitch Rezac
Connie Rinker
Debbie Robertson
Donna Rybacki
Angela Ryder
Robyn & George Sevier
Julia & Lonnie Showman
Susan Skadan
Muriel & David Skelton
Jason Smith
Margaret Smith
Melissa Steele
Paul Strickland
Phyllis Swain
Alicia Sweat

Pat Taylor
Kelli Teeter
Lindsay Thetford
Tops South Carolina #269 Lexington
Haskell Toporek
Adam Townsend
Janice & Gray Turner
Katlyn Van Schoonhoven
Sherry Videtto
Annette Waters
Sharon & Russell Wilder
Paula & David Williams
M. Brooke Willis
Joan Wilson
Dana Winter
Kathy Worley
Susan Zachow
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In Honor of Raylie Jo Busby
   Jo Anne and Chip Jones
In Honor of Lydia Chandler
   Lydia and Wayne Chandler
In Honor of Reid Donze
   Marlene Inman
In Honor of Martha Herbert
   Anne Brooks
   Elodie Craig
   Lisa and Ben Flowers
   John Herbert
   June Hopkins 
   Frances and Robert Lewis
   Diane Mills
   Lucy Molinaro
   Marian Owens
   Ann Page
   Charisse Reichenbach
   Margaret and Hughes Roberts
   Linda and David Shinn
   Fran and Bob Smith
   Martha Taylor
   DeVota Simoneaux Vereen
   Leslie Weed
   Gay and John Wells
In Honor of Barbara Lyons
   Judith and Kevin Turner
In Honor of Chris Maddox
   Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Maddox
In Honor of Billy Tallent
   Joseph Cooley
   Marie Grogan
   Edwina and Floyd O’Neal
   Rebecca Rosborough
   Sean Rogers and Family
   Waynesboro Masonic Lodge
In Memory of Christopher Andrews
   Brenda and Randy Ballinger
In Memory of Dwight Bagwell
   Augusta Ready Mix, Inc.
   Bagwell Insurance Services
   Ann and JH Beggs
   Donald Bray
   Brittany’s House of Elegance, LLC
   Coalition for Quality Government
   Kelley Electrical Contractors, Inc.
   John Hebbard
   Sherri and Hugh Hollar
   Jo Endres Maypole, Ph.D.
   Vienna Church of God
In Memory of Carol Beasley
   Standard Supply Company & 
      Building Materials, Inc.
   The Parrott Family
In Memory of Jessica Boatwright
   Clayton Boardman, III
   Damascus Church Ladies Sunday 
       School Class
   Patricia Dolan
In Memory of Alleen Brake
   Family of Alleen Brake

In Memory of Jimmy Browder
   Sharon Allen
   Barbara Hardin
   Stephanie Insley
   Carolyn Lowe
   Victoria Smith
In Memory of Joey Brush
   Advanced Services, Inc.
   Jeff and Justin Annis
   Blanchard & Calhoun
   Sylvia and B. Edgar Brush
   Christ Sanctified Holy Church
   Brad Coulston
   Debra Ann and Gregory Finnell
   Georgia State Senate
   Greenbrier Elementary School
   Jessie Hastings
   Sherri and Hugh Hollar
   Kim Hooks
   Mr. and Mrs. Stanley House
   Ivey Residential, LLC
   Deborah and Kenneth Kinsey
   Constan Magoulas
   Maner Builders Supply Company
   MAU Workforce Solutions
   Jo Endres Maypole, Ph.D.
   Kathleene and John Pennington
   Pierwood Construction Company
   Riverside Elementary School
   Michelle Rowe
   Southern Lighting Gallery, Inc.
   Travis Enterprises, LLC
   Susan and Thomas Werner
In Memory of Marian Burgess
   Augusta Old Line Primitive 
      Baptist Church
   Sandra and Bennie Harbin
   Beverly Teasley
   Zandra Tullis
In Memory of Roy Callaway
   Adam Callaway
   Faye Cardell
In Memory of Dorothy Carpenter
   Debra Cannon
   Fuller Frost & Associates CPA
In Memory of Hugh Carter
   Claudia Becker
   Joan and Kenneth Couey
   Stephanie and Christopher Greene
   V. Brenda Howell
   Charlene and Albert Leming
   Lundy Sunday School Class
   Stephanie and Nathan Newby
   Northwest Laurens Elementary School
   Regina and Steve Smith
   Gretchen-Wilson and Jefferey Tuck
In Memory of William Coleman
   Kathleen and William Anderson
   Lynn and Art Baber
   Shirley and Jeff Badke
   Jeane Beard

   Joyce and Carlton Bishop
   Cathy Black
   Cindy and Sammy Collins
   First Baptist Church
   Beth and Michael Frits
   Garrett Fulcher
   Charles Gertler
   Alice and Clayton Hallmark
   Donna Harris
   Kim and Keith Hutto
   Jodi Lott
   Achara Marshall
   Jeanette and Ron Clark Podmenik
   Elaine Rambo
   Virginia Walker
   Donna Woo
In Memory of Ruthann Como
   Bonnie Gartsu
   Nancy Martin
In Memory of T.W. Dean
   Janie Bowles
   Fun Time Squares Square Dance Club
   Ann Hingst
   Adam Jones
   Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Morgan
   Carole Wilson
In Memory of Bill Dolley
   Cheryl and John Dauer
   Marlene Inman
   Meta M. Hollins
In Memory of Harvey Gilmore
   Donna Davis
   Melody and Steve Morgan
   Dan Speight
   Janice and Gray Turner
   Vienna Church of God
In Memory of Lee Harris, Jr. 
   Steve Doster
   Harris Farm & Home Supply, Inc.
   Lee Harris, Sr. 
   Pinehurst Fire Department
In Memory of Michael Hawkins
   Nancy and Douglas Hawkins
In Memory of Wilton Persons, Jr.
   Southside Fire EMS
In Memory of Kollen Stacker
   Marcia Dowty
   Daniel Stacker
   Sharon Stacker
In Memory of Bettye Tallent
   Brenda Chandler
   Joseph Cooley
   Charlotte Edmonds
   Marie Grogan
   Edwina and Floyd O’Neal
   Rebecca Rosborough
   Sean Rogers and Family
   Patricia and Otis Screws
   Trinity on the Hill United 
      Methodist Church
   Waynesboro Masonic Lodge

Janice & Lee Ayers
Anne Marie Brannigan
Devay Dandy
Cheryl & Eddy Davidson
Jo Driggers
Haven Ebel
David Gross
Hollow Creek Fire Department

Cinthy Hung
Megan Hutchins
Karen James
Ashley Jones
Nick Jones
Wendi Knox
Angela Mantlow
Stephanie & James McNair

Jan Miller
Alexanda Mountain
Katie Partridge
Amber Reid
Anya Reid
Tracie Richardson
Herma Linda Rosarion
Crystal & Clifford Russell

Billy Sheppard
Debra Townsend
Christine Usry
Ashley Wright
Billy Sheppard
Debra Townsend
Christine Usry
Ashley Wright

FLAMES

TRIBUTE GIFTS

SOUTH CAROLINA
Aiken Department of Public Safety
Allendale Fire Department
Anderson County Fire Department
Batesburg-Leesville Fire Dept.
Beech Island Fire Department 
Belton Fire Department 
Belvedere Fire Department 
Blufton Fire Department
Clarendon Fire Department
Denmark Fire Department
Donaldson Fire Department  
Easley Fire Department
Edgefield City Hall

Flint Hill Fire Department
Graniteville Fire Department
Hollow Creek Fire Department
Keowee Fire Department
Lexington County Fire Service
McDuffie County Fire & Rescue
Merriwether Fire Department
Sandy Branch Fire Department
SC Fire and Rescue Conference
Sumter Fire Department
Taylors Fire Department
York Fire Department

NORTH CAROLINA
Sky Valley-Scaly Mountain Vol. Fire Department

GEORGIA
Augusta Fire Department
Centerville Fire Department
Columbia County Fire and Rescue 
Commerce Fire Department
Drayton Fire Department
Garden City Fire Department
Gray Fire Department
Grovetown Fire Department
Hephzibah Fire Department 
Hortense Volunteer Fire Department
Hull Volunteer Fire Department
Pinehurst Fire Department
Port Wentworth
Professional Firefighters of GA
Richmond Hill Fire Department
Southside Fire/ EMS/ Security
Thomson Fire Department 
Vienna Fire Department
Waycross Fire Department
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throughout 
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Carolina, support 
SFBF through:



Jodie Jernigan, of Savannah, remembers being in Augusta in 
1995 spending time consoling her friend, Pam Seebeck, while 
Pam’s husband, Stevie, was a patient in the burn unit.  Back 
then there was no Chavis House and families had little choice 
but to sleep in a waiting room. Pam slept on hard, vinyl orange 
benches night after night while Stevie laid connected to life 
support down the hall.  After two months he died as a result of 
the burn injuries he sustained in a car accident.  The accident 
also claimed the life of their son. 

Those memories continue 
to resonate with Jodie in 
her career as a certified 
firefighter and EMS 
provider. Currently, she 
serves as Public Relations 
Coordinator and Director 
of Communications for 
Southside Fire/EMS in 
Savannah. Part of her 
time is spent managing 
the dispatcher calls 

to firefighters and EMS staff; the other is used to organize 
events for her community, including fire prevention lessons 
for children in area schools.

Jodie also spearheads fundraisers for the Southeastern 
Firefighters Burn Foundation.  Two primary fundraisers are 
the Savannah Women’s Show and the popular Southside Fire/
EMS annual calendar, which features local firefighters.  Nearly 
$12,000 was raised in 2016 from these two events.

Jodie knows first hand the importance in supporting the Burn 
Foundation, not only from her friend’s tragedy, but also from 
her own experience as a mother.  Three years ago her son, 
Jason, was burned on the face while opening the radiator of 
his car.  She recalls traveling to and from Augusta so that Dr. 
Fred Mullins could treat him. “He’s doing great – you can’t 
even tell that he was burned,” shared Jodie.

“What the Burn Foundation does is such a blessing,” 
explained Jodie. “Twenty years ago when my friend passed 
away, all the families slept in a tiny waiting room.  It’s a big 
relief for families to have some place to go and not have to 
worry about what to eat and where to sleep.”

Recently Jodie became a member of the Board of Directors 
for the Burn Foundation. Her personal and professional 
experience with the Burn Center and Burn Foundation will 
be a great asset to the organization. Jodie and her husband, 
Roger, have four adult sons and four grandchildren. They 
enjoy spending time with their growing family, fishing 
and hunting.  
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The Southeastern Firefighters Burn Foundation would not exist without the 
help of many dedicated volunteers. When families stay at the Chavis House, 

they not only get a warm, clean bed and hot shower 
but are also provided at least one hot meal each day. 
Multiplying that by the approximately 87 guests who 
stay at the Chavis House each week equals more than 
600 meals served weekly by local churches, volunteer 
groups, high school clubs and families. 

One group of dedicated volunteers is the Angels of Love 
Ministry from Good Shepherd Missionary Baptist Church. Comprised of men 
and women who are dedicated to helping others, this group prepares meals 
monthly for the Chavis House. One of their loyal members, Mrs. Ora Green, 
says the group first became aware of the Southeastern Firefighters Burn 
Foundation after the Savannah sugar factory explosion in 2008. 

The Angels of Love initially bought gas cards for the family members to  
visit their loved ones in the hospital after the explosion. Not long after  
that, they began preparing and serving meals for families at the Chavis  
House. Now someone from their church takes meals to the Chavis House 
frequently. Common dishes have become sandwiches and soup, pizza, 
chicken, and spaghetti. 

When serving the meals, Ora frequently notices the bonds created among 
the families staying at the Chavis House. They find healing and hope in 
talking about their family members and what has happened to each of them. 
“It could happen to anyone. It’s something that the families aren’t planning 
for; something they aren’t prepared for. So they’re very grateful for our 
help,” shared Ora. And although it has become a wonderful opportunity for 
members of Angels of Love to fellowship with one another, Ora says that her 
favorite part is the gratitude. “When the families say ‘thank you,’ they mean it 
from the bottom of their hearts.”

Become Our BFF
As a Burn Foundation Friend, your 
donation will help provide free lodging 
and meals for families of burn patients 
who are hospitalized at the Joseph M. Still 
Burn Center. BFFs support the operation 
of the Chavis House and transitional 
services for burn survivors. 

For $25 you can become a BFF. Display 
your BFF membership decal proudly on 
the window of your car, home, or office. 
Let others know that you are a Burn 
Foundation Friend making a difference in 
the lives of burn patients and families!

“When the families say 
‘thank you,’ they mean 
it from the bottom of 
their  hearts.”          -Ora

Tel: (706) 650-BURN
Toll-free: (800) 650-BURN
www.sfbf.net

Chris Calvert has been our top BFF Champion 
fundraiser the past three years.  Since the BFF 
program began in 2013, Chris has raised over 
$23,000 for the Burn Foundation.  Chris owns Access 
Spine, a company that provides medical equipment 
for the Burn Center.  Chris and his wife, Emily, are 
the parents of a daughter and are expecting their 
second child soon.
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